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ADVERTISEMENT. 


ReseecriNG the ſource from whieh the 
following Letters'have been drawn, and the 
grounds on-which the reader 1s expected to 
reſt his'belief of 'their authenticity, it: may be 
ſufficient to' inform hinr, that: permiſſion was 
obtained from the proper authority, to tran- 
ſcribe, from-the original papers preſerved in 
the Secretary of State's office in:Philadelphia, 
theſe and ſundry other authentic documents 
relating to' the conteſt between the colonies 
and the mother country, viz. Letters from 
the Commanders of the continental forces, 
and other perſons employed in the public 
ſervice, —intercepted Letters from- Britiſh 
Officers and other adherents to, the royal 
cauſe, —=Communications: from the Gover- 
nors, Conventions, and Committees, of the 
ſeveral American States,—Diſpatches from 
Agents and Commitſhoners,—InſtruCctions,— 
Reports of Committees of Congreſs, —parts 
of the ſecret Journals hitherto unpubliſhed, — 
and. various other pieces elucidative of the 
_ events which led to and finally eſtabliſhed. 
American Independence. 
That permiſſion was granted early i in the 
year 1792, and immediate advantage was 
taken 


iv 


taken of the indulgence ; though, from va- 
TiQns circumſtances, of little conſequence to 
the. reader to know, the publication has been. 
fo tong delayed. Even at this late period;. 
the editor contents himſelf with. laying be- 
fore the public but a part of the colleQion,— 
intending, if theſe volumes meet with a fa- 
vourable reception, to. continue the publica- 


- tion, and preſent his readers with a variety of. 


intereſting pieces penned by the leaders and 
principal agents in the American Revolution, 
and tending to throw light on many. 1mport-- 
ant tranſattions that have hitherto been ei- 
ther enveloped in total darkneſs, or, at beſt,. 
but obſcurely perceived, and imperfeAly un-- 
derſtood. 

Some parts of theſe letters may perhaps 
appear too full of minutiz to. intereſt. that 
claſs of readers, who, unaccuſtomed to enter: 
mto the inveſtigation of cauſes or: conſe- 
quences, delight only in recitals of. battles, 
fieges, and other ſtriking occurrences which 
conſtitute the more prominent features of. 
hiſtory. But, to the reaſoning philoſophic 
reader, who wiſhes to- explore the ſecret 
ſprings of aQion,—to trace events to their 
remote and latent cauſes,—to diſcover and: 
examine the ſubordinate and collateral cir- 
cumſtances (oft triffmg m appearance, and 
generally overlooked by the vulgar eye) 
which, in the ſtruggles of contending na- 
tions give a preponderancy to the one or 
the other ſcale, —thoſe minute details will, it 


1s: 


* 
is preſumed, be far from unacceptable, as 
furniſhing him with that ſpecies of informa- 
tion, upon which alone he can venture to 
ground a decifive opinion, and which he 
- might elſewhere ſeek m vain. 
 Fhe incloſures, frequently referred to in 
theſe volumes, would. {till further contribute 
to ſet every circumſtance in a clearer and 
ſtronger light ; and it was the editor's origi- 
nal intention that they ſhould. have accompa- 
nied the letters. to which they reipeQively 
belong. Obſtacles, however, at preſent infur- 
mountable, ſtand in the way of their imme- 
diate publication : but, when theſe are re- 
moved, the papers alluded to ſhall make their 
appearance in form of an Appendix,—ſuch 
| parts of them at leaſt, as are of a-curious and 
intereſting nu. cby 
Meanwhile the reader will obſerve, that it 
was deemed as yet premature to publiſh cer- 
tain paſſages of theſe letters : fome omiſſions 
have of courſe taken place, which are every 
where pointed out by aſteriſks, and which 
will be ſupplied at a proper ſeaſon, probably 
not far diſtant. On the other hand, in per- 
haps half a dozen inſtances a fingle word has 
been hazarded on conjeCture, to fill up a 
chaſm, where either the original or the copy 
happened to be torn or defaced ; in which 
caſes, the ſupplemental words are incloſed 
within crotchets and printed in Italic. A few 
entire letters, moreover, as appears by refer- 
ence made to them in ſubſequent ones, are 
A's here 
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here wanted to complete the chain of cor- 
reſpondence. Thele the editor can give no 
account of, as the originals appear to have 


| been loſt from the files of office. 


About a dozen letters, written by the gen- 
eral's ſecretary,* are here inſerted ;—a few 
from the general himſelf to the board of war, 
or committee of Congreſs,—one to the prel- 
ident of the New-York Convention, and one 
to R. Morris, eſquire, in the department of 
finance. Theſe it was thought improper to 
omit : nor did it ſeem worth while,. on ac- 
count of a few; exceptions, | to make any al- 
teration in the general title of the book. 


* Mr. R. H. Harriſon. 
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To the Honourable Memlers of the Continental wn #7 or 
Philadelphia. 


GENTLEMEN, , New-Yorsz, Fune 24, 1775: 


'T'ur rain. on. Friday Hide and Saturday,—the ad- 
vice of ſeveral gentlemen of the Jerſeys and this city, by 
no means to croſs' Hudſon's river at the lower ferry— 
and ſome. other circumſtances, too trivial to mention, pre- 


vented my arrival at this place, until the afternoon of this 


day. 


In the morning, after giving general Schuyler ſuch or- 


ders, as, from the reſult of my inquiry into matters here, 
appear neceſſary, I ſhall ſet out on my journey to the 
camp. at Boſton, and ſhall proceed with all. the diſpatch in 
my power. Powder is fo eſſential an article, that I can- 
not help again repeating the *neceſſity of a ſupply. The 
camp. at Boſton, from the beſt account I ean' get from 
thence, is. but. very poorly ſupphed. Ar this place, they 
have ſcarce any. How they are provided at general 
Wooſter's camp, I have not been able yet to learn. 


Governor Tryon 1s arrived, and general Schuyler di- 


reed to adviſe you of the line of conduct he moves in. 
I fear it will not be very favourable to the American 
cauſe, 

I have only to add, that T am, with great reſpe&t and 
regard, gentlemen, your molt obedient and obliged hum- 
ble ſeryant, G. WASHINGTON. 

To 
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3 GENERAL WASHINGTONs: 


To JOHN HANCOCK, eſquire, Preſident of * Congreſs. 


New-York, Sunday, 24th Fune, 1775, 5 o'clock, P. M. 
SIR, | | | 
UPON my arrival here-this afternoon, I was inform- 


ed that an expreſs was in town; from the provincial camp 
in Maſſachuſetts-Bay ; and having ſeen, among the pa- 
pers in his poſſeſhon, a letter direQted to you as Preſident 
of the Congreſs,. I have taken the liberty to open it. I 
was induced to take that liberty by ſeveral gentlemen of 
New-York who were anxious to know the particulars of 
the affair of the ſeventeenth inſtant, and agreeable to the 
orders of many. members of the Congreſs, who judged it: 
neceſlary- that I ſhould avail myſelf of the beſt information 
in the courſe of my journey. | 
You-will find, Sir, by that letter, a great want of pow- 
der in the provincial army, which I fincerely hope the 
Congreſs will ſupply as ſpeedily and as effeQually as in- 
| their power.. One thouſind pounds in weight were ſent 
to the camp at Cambridge, three days ago, from this city ; 
which has left this place almoſt deſtitute of that neceſſary 
article ; there being at this time, from the beſt informa- 
tion, not more than. four barrels of powder in the city 
ef New-York,  _ " 
I propoſe to ſct off for the provincial camp' to-morrow,. 
and will uſe all poſfible d:ſpatch-1o join the forces there. 
Pleaſe to make my compliments to the gentlemen of the. 
Congreſs; and believe me to be, Sir, your obliged friend, 
and humble ſervant, * T3. Wo 


[N. B. All the ſubſequent letters, not otherxiſe expreſsly 
direfed, are addreſſed to the Preſident of Congreſs for 
the time being. ] , 


, Camp at Cambridge, Fuly 10, T5175 

I ARRIVED fafe at this place on the third inſtant, 
after a journey attended with a good deal of fatigue, and 
retarded by neceſſary attentions to the ſucceſſive civilities 
which accompanied me in my whole route. 


SIR 


| Upon 
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Upon my arrival, I immediately wiſited-the ſeveral poſts: 
occupied: by our troops ; and as ſoon as the weather per- 
mitted, reconnoitred thoſe of the enemy. TI found the lat- 
ter ſtrongly intrenched,on Bunker's-hill, about a-mile from- 
Charleſtown, and advanced about half a mile from the-place. 
of the late aQion, with their centries extended about one 
hundred and fifty yards-on this {ide of the narroweſt part: 
of the.neck leading from this place to Charleſtown. Three 
floating battenies lie in: Myſtic river near their camp, and 
one twenty=-gun ſhip below the ferry place between Boſton- 
.and Charleſtown. They: have alto a-battery:on Copſe-hill,. 
on the Boſton fide, which much annoyed our troops in the. 
late attack. Upor- the neck, they have alſo deeply in- 
trenched and: fortified. Their advanced guards, till laſt 
Saturday morning, occupied Brown's houſes, about a mile. 
from Roxbury meeting-houſe, and twenty roods from their 
lines : but, at that time, a party from- general Thomas's - 
camp ſurpriſed the guard, drove them in, and. burned the 
houſes. The bulk of their army, commanded by general: 
Howe, lies-ona Bunker*s-hill, and the remainder on Rox- 
bury-neck, except the light horſe, and a few men in the. 
town of: Boſton. | | 

On-onr fide, we have thrown up intrenchiments 'onf Win-- 
ter and. Proſpe@ hills, the enemy's camp in full ' view, at- 
the diſtance of little more than a mile. Such intermediate 
points as would admit a landing, I have fince-my arrival 
taken care to ſtrengthen, down to 'Sewal's Farm, where a. 
{trong itrenchment has been thrown up.. At Roxbury, . 
general Thomas has thrown up a.ſtrong work on the hill, 
about two hundred yards above the.meeting-houſe ; which, 
with the brokenneſs of the ground, and a great number of 
rocks, has made that paſs very ſecare. ' 'Fhe: troops raiſed- 
in New-Hampſhire, with a regiment from- Rhode-Ifland, . 
occupy Winter-hill :. a part of thoſe from ConneQticut, un- 
der general Putnam, are on Profpe&-hill.. The troops in 
this town are entirely of the Mafſachuſetts :: the remainder 
of the Rhode-Ifland men are at Sewal's Farm.- Two reg- 
iments of Connecticat, and nine cf the Mafſachuletts, are 
at Roxbury. The refidue of the army, to the number of. 
about ſeyen hundred, are poſted in feveral ſmall towns: 
along the couttz to prevent the depredations. of the enemy. - 

Upon 
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Upon the whole, I think myſelf authoriſed to fay, that; 
conſidering the great extent of line and the nature of tht 
ground, we are as well fecured, as could be expected in {6 
ſhort a time, and under the diſadyantages we labour, Theſe 
conhit in a want of engineers-to- conftrut proper works 
and direct the men, a want of tools, and a ſufficient number 
of men to man the works in-caſe of an attack. You will 
obſerve, by the proceedings of the council of war which I 
have the honour to incloſe, that it is our unanimous opin- 
ron, to hold and defend theſe works as long as poſlible. 

The diſcouragement it would give the men, and its con- 
trary effes on the miniſterial troops, thus to abandon our 
encampment in their face, formed with ſo much labour, 
_ added to the certain deſtrution of a confiderable and-valu- 
able extent of country, and our uncertainty of finding a 
place in all reſpe&s' ſo capable of making a ſtand,—are 
leading reaſons for this determination. At the ſame time 
we are very ſenſible of the difficulties which attend the 
defence of lines of fo great extent, and the dangers which 
may enfue from fuch a diviſion of the army. Woes 

My earneſt wiſh to comply with the inſttuQtions' of the 
Congreſs, in making an early and complete: return of the 
{kate of the army, has led into an involuntary delay of ad- 
dreſſing you ; which has given me much concern, Hay- 
ing given orders for-this purpoſe immediately on 'my arriv- 
al,—and unapprifed of the imperfe&t' obedience which 
had been paid to thoſe of the like nature from general 
Ward, I was led'/from day to day to expe& they would- 
come in, and therefore detained the meffenger;. "They are 
| not now ſo complete as I could with : but much allowance 
is to be made for inexperience in forms, and a liberty which: 
had been taken-(not given) on this fubjet. Theſe rea- 
ſons, I flatter myfelf, will no longer exiſt ; and of conſe- 
quence, more regularity and exactneſs' will- in' future pre- 
vail. This, with-a neceſſary attention to the lines, the 
movements of' the miniſterial troops, and our immediate 
ſecurity, muſt be my apology, which I beg you to lay be- 
fore Congreſs: with the utmoſt duty and reſpect. 

We labour under great difadvantages for want of tents : 
for, though they have been helped out by a colle&tion of 
mow uſeleſs ſails from the ſca-port towns, the number is far 


\hort 
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ſhort of. our neceſlities. | The colleges and houſes of this, 
town are neceſſarily occupied by the troops ; -which affords 


another reaſon for keepitg. our preſent ſituation. But I 
molt ſincerely wiſh. the whole army was properly provided 
to take the.field,.as I am well aſſured, that (beſides greater 
expedition and aQtvity in. caſe of alarm) it wauld highly 
conduce to health and diſcipline. As materials are not to 


| be had here, I would beg leave to recommend the procur- 


ing a farther ſupply from Philadelphia, as ſoon as poſſible. 
I ſhould þe extremely deficient in gratitude as well as juſ- 
tice, if I did not-take the firſt opportunity to acknowledge 
the readineſs and attention, which the provincial Congreſs 
and-different committees have ſhewn, to make every thing 
as convenient and agreeable as poſhble. But there is a vital 
and inherent principle of delay, incompatible with military 
ſervice, in tranſaQting buſineſs through ſuch numerous and 
different channels. I eſteem it therefore my duty'to repre- 
{ent the inconvenience which muſt unavoidably.enſue from 
a dependence.on.,a number of perſons for ſupplies ; and ſub- 
mit- it to the conſideration of Congreſs, whether the pub- 
lic ſervice will not be beſt promoted by appointing a com- 
miſſary-general for theſe purpoſes. We have a ſtriking 
inſtance of the preference of ſuch a mode, in the-eſtabliſh- 
ment of Connecticut, as their troops are extremely well 
provided under the direftion .of Mr. 'Irumbull, and he 
has at.different times aſſiſted others with yarious articles. 
Should my ſentiments happily coincide with thoſe of your 
honours on this ſubje&, I beg leave to recommend Mr. 
Trumbull as a very proper perſqgn for this department. In 
the arrangement of troops colle&ed under ſuch circum- 
ſtances, and upon the ſpur of immediate neceſſity, ſeveral 
appointments are amitted, which appear to be indiſpenſably 
neceſſary for the good government of the army—particu- 
larly a quarter-maſter-general, a commiſſary of muſters, 
and {a commiſſary of artillery. "Theſe 1 muſt earneſtly 
recorhmend to the notice and proviſion of.the Congreſs. 
I find myſelf already much embarraſſed, for want of a 
military cheſt. Theſe embarraſſments will increaſe every 
day : I muſt therefore requeſt that money may be forward- 
ed as ſoon as poſſible. 'The want of this moſt neceſſary arti- 
cle will (1 fear) produce great inconyeniences, if not pre- 


vented 


12 GENERAL WASHINGTON 


vented by an early attention. IF find the army in general, 
and the troops raiſed in Mafiachuſetts in particular, very 
deficient in neceflavry clothing. Upon inquiry, there ap- 
-pears no probability of obtaining any ſapphes in this 'quar- 
ter : and, on the beſt confideration of this matter I am able 
to form, I am of opinion that a number of hunting fhirts 
(not leſs than ten thouſand) wonld in a great degree re- 
move this-Jifficulty, in the cheapeſt.and quickeſt manner. 
'E know nothing, in a ſpeculative view, more trivial,yet, if 
put in practice, would have a:happier tendency to unite the 
men, and aboliſh thoſe provincial-diſtin&tions which 'tead 
to fealouſy and diffatisfaction: * * OY WITT | 
In a former part of this letter, I mentioned the-want'of 
engineers. I can hardly expreſs the difappointment I 
have experienced on this ſubje&,—the {kill of thoſe we 
'have being very imperfe&, and-confined-to the mere man- 
ual exerciſe of cannon ; «whereas the war in which we are 
engaged requires! a knowledge, comprehendirig the duties 
of the field, and fortification. If any perſons thus qualth- 
ed are to be found in the ſonthern colonies, it would be 
. of great public ſervice to forward them with all expe- 


dition. | 
Upon the article 6f ammunition, 'T muſt :re-echo ' the 
former complaints on this ſubjet. We are ſo exceeding- 
ly deſtitute, that our artillery will be of little uſe, without 
a ſupply beth large and ſeafonable. What we have muſt 
be referved fer the ſmall arms, :and: that -managed with 
the' utmoſt frugality, ® *® * #7 
The ſtate of the army you will find aſcertained with 
tolerable preciſion in the retarns which accompany this 
letter. Upon finding the number of men to fall fo far ſhort 

_ .of the eſtabliſhment, and below all expe&ation, I imme- 
diately called a council of the general officers, whoſe 
Opinion (as to the mode of filling up the regiments, and 
providing for the preſent exigency) I have the honour of 


1ncloſing, together with the beſt judgment we are able 'to 
form of the miniſterial troops. From the number of 
boys, deſerters and negroes, that have been enliſted in 
the troops of this province, T entertain ſome doubts wheth- 
er the number required can be raiſed here : and all the gen- 
eral officers agree that no dependence -can' be put on the 
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nalitia, for a continuance 'in camp, or regularity and dif- 
cipline during-the ſhort time they may ſtay. This unhap- 


py and devoted province has been ſo long in a ſlate of 


anarchy, and the yoke' '® #® *.* '*. been laid 
ſo heavily on it, that great allowances are to be made for 
troops raiſed under ſuch circumſtances. The deficiency 


of numbers, diſcipline, ' and ſtores, can only lead to this 
concluſion, that their ſpirit has exceeded their ſtrength. 


But at the ſame time I would humbly ſubmit to the confid- 
eration of Cengreſs' the propriety of - making ſome further 


proviſion of men from the other-colonies. If theſe regi- 
ments ſhould' be completed to their eſtabliſhment, the diſ- 


miſſion of thoſe unfit for duty on account of their age and 


<charaQer would occaſion 'a conſiderable reduction 3 and, 


at all-events, they have-been- enliſted upon-ſuch terms, that 
they may be diſbanded when other troops arrive. But 
ſhould my apprehenſions be realized, and the regiments 
here be not filled up, .the public cauſe would ſuffer by an 
abſolute dependence upon 41o doubtful an event, unleſs ſome 
provition is made againſt ſuch a diſappointment. 

It requires no militzry kill, to judge of the-difticulty of 
introducing ;proper diſcipline and ſubordination into an ar- 
my while we have the enemy in view, andre in daily ex- 
pecation of an attack : but it is of ſo much importance, 
tbat every effort will be made, which time and circum- 


Atances will admit. In the mean time I have a ſincere 


Pleaſure in obſerving that there are materials for a good 
army—a great number of able-bodied men, active, zealous 
in the cauſe, and of unqueſtionable courage. 

T am now, Sir, 'to acknowledge the receipt of your 


favour of the twenty-eight, incloſing the reſolutions of 


Congreſs, of the twenty-ſeventh ultimo, and a copy of a 
letter from the committee of Albany ; to all which I ſhall 
pay due attention. | 

toy Gates and Sullivan have both arrived in good 
Health. 


My beft abilities are at all times devoted to the ſervice 


of my country : but I feel the weight, importance, and 


variety of my preſent duties too ſenſibly,. not to wiſh a 
more immediate and frequent communication with the 


Congreis. 1 fear it may often happen in the courſe of our 
Vor. L. B preſent 
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preſent operations, that I ſhall need that aſſiſtance and 
direQion from them, which. time and- diſtance will not. al- 
low me to receive. | 

vince writing the above, I have alſo to: acknowledge 


your favour. of. the fourth inſtant by. Feſſenden, and the re- 


ceipt of the commiſhons, and articles of war. 'The'form- 
£r-are yet eight hundred; ſhort of the number required. 


This. deficiency you. will: pleaſe to ſupply as ſoon as. you. 
conveniently .can. Among: the other returns, I have alſo 


ſent one of our killed, wounded, agd:; miſhng, in the late 


action ; but have been able-ts procure ng certain. account. 
of: the loſs of the. minifterial; trogqps. My. beft intelligence. 


fixes it at above five hundred killed, and fix or ſeven hun- 
dred. wounded: but it is. no more than. conjeQure,— 
the utmoſt pains being taken on their ſide to-conceal #t.. 1 
have the honour to be, &c. G, W, 


P. S. Having ordered the commanding officer to give 


me the earlieſt intelligence of every motion of” the enemy 
by land or water, diſcernible from the heights of his.camp, 
I this inſtant, as I was cloſing my letter, received: the in- 
cloſed from- the brigade major. The defign of this ma- 
neuvre I know not :—perhaps it may he to make a de- 
ſcent ſomewhere along the coaſt ;—it may. be for New- 
York; or. it may be praiſed as a deception on. us. I 
thought it not improper however to mention the matter to 
you : L have done the ſame to the commanding officer at 
New-York ; and I ſhall let it be known to the committee 
of ſafety here, ſo that intelligence may be communicated, 


as they ſhall think beit, along the ſea-coalt of this goy- 


ernment, 


— 


SIR, Camp at Cambrig:, Fuly 14, 1775, 


SINCE I did myſelf the honour of addreſling you on 
the tenth inſtant, nothing material has happened in the 
camp: From ſome authentic and: Jate advices of the ſtate 
of ' miniſterial troops, and the great inconvenience -of 
calling in. the militia in the nudſt of harveſt, I:have beca 
induced for the preſent to wave 1t :—but in the mean ume 


recruiting parties have been ſent throvghout this province, 


to. 
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to fill up the regiments to the eſtabliſhment of the provin- 
cial Congreſs. At the ſame time that 1 received theſe ad- 
vices, I alſo obtained a liſt of the officers of the 'enemy 
killed and wounded in the late battle at Charleſtown, 
which I take this opportunity to incloſe. -* 

"The great ſcarcity of freſh proviſions in their army has 
led me to take every precaution to: prevent a ſupply : for 
this purpoſe, I have ordered all the cattle and ſheep to be 
drawn from the low grounds and. farms within their reach. 
A detachment from general "Thomas's camp, on Wednel- 
day night,* went over: to Long-1fland, and brought from 
thence twenty: cattle and a number of ſheep, with about 
fifteen labourers who had been. put on by a Mr. Ray 
Thomas, to cut the hay, &c. By ſome accident, they 
omitted burning the hay, and returned the next day at 
noon to complete it z which they effeQed, amidi{t the firmg * 
'ef the ſhipping, with the lofs of one man killed and anoth- 
er wounded. - 

Laſt evening alfo a party of the ConneQticut-men ſtroll- 
_ eq down on the marſh at Roxbury, and fired upon a cen- 
try ; which drew on a heavy fire from” the enemy's lines 
and floating batteries, but attended with no other effect 
than the loſs of one killed by a ſhot from the enemy's 
lines. In the mean time, we are, on both ſides, contin- 
uing our works : but there has been no other movement 
than what I have noticed aboye. I ſhall endeavour to 
give a regular and particufar account of 2!l tranſactions 
as they occur, which you will pleaſe to: lay before the 
honourable Congrefs. ond 


I have the honour to be; &c. G. W. - 
rrermm_—— 
SIR, Camp at Cambridge, Frly 21, 1775. 


SINCE I did myſelf the honour of addrefling you 
the fourteenth inſtant, I have received advice from poy- 
ernor Trumbull, that the aſſembly of ConneCticut had vot- 
ed, and that they are now raiſing, two regiments of ſeven 
hundred men each, in conſequence of an application from 
the provincial Congreſs of Maſſachuſetts-Bay. The 
hode-Ifland aflembly has alſo made an augmentation for 

| this 
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| this purpoſe. Theſe reinforcements, with the riflemen 


who are daily expected, and ſuch recruits as may come 
in to fl] up the regiments here, will, I apprehend, compoſe 
an army fufficiently ſtrong to oppoſe any force which may 
be brought againſt us at preſent. I am very ſenſible that 
the heavy expenſe, neceſſarily attendant upon this cam- 
paign, will call for the utmoſt frugality and care, and 
would therefore, if poſhble, avoid enliſting one unneceflary 
man. As this 1s the firſt certain. account of the deſtina- 
tion of theſe new raiſed troops, I thought proper to com- 
municate my ſentiments as early as poſlible, leſt the Con- 
greſs ſhould a& upon my letter of the tenth, and raiſe 
troops 1n the ſouthern colonies, which, in my preſent judg- 
ment, may be diſpenſed with. 

For theſe eight days paſt, there have been no move- 
ments in either camp, of any conſequence. On our fide, 
we have continued the works without any intermiſhon;; 
and they are now ſo far advanced as to leave us little to 
apprehend on that ſcore. On the fide of the enemy, they 
have alſo been very induſtrious in finiſhing their lines, 
both on Bunker's-hill and Roxbury-neck. In this inter- 
val alſo, their tranſports have arrived from New-York ; 
and they have been employed in landing and ſtationing 
their men. I have been able to colle& no certain account 
of the numbers arrived : but the incloſed letter, wrote 
(though not ſigned) by Mr. Sheriff Lee, and delivered me 
by captain Darby, (who went expreſs with an account 
of the Lexington battle) will enable us. to: form a pretty 
accurate judgment. 'Dhe increaſe of tents and men in the 
town of Boſton is very obvious ; but all my accounts from 
thence agre* that there is a great mortality, occaſioned by 


the want of vegetables and freſh meat ; and that their loſs 


in the late battle at Charleſtown (from the few recoveries 
of their wounded) is-greater than at firſt ſuppoſed. "The 
condition of the inhabitants detained in Boſton is very diſ- 
treſling : they are equally deſtitute of the comfort of freſh 
proviſions ; and many of them are ſo reduced.in their cir- 
cumſtances, as to be unable to ſupply themſelves with falt. 
Such fiſh as the ſoldiery leave 1s their principal ſupport. 
Added to all this, ſuch ſuſpicion and jealouſy prevails, that 

| they 
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they can ſcarcely ſpeak, or even look, without expoſing 
themſelves to ſome ſpecies of military execution: | 
I have not been able, from any intelligence I have re- 
ceived, to form any certain judgment of the future opera- - 
tions of the enemy. Sometimes I have ſuipe&ed an in- 
tention of detaching a part of their army to ſome part of 
the coaſt, as they have been building a number of flat-bot- 
tomed : boats, capable of holding two hundred men each. 
But, from their works, and the language held at Boſton, 
there is reaſon to think they expect the attack from us, 
and are principally-engaged in preparing themſelves againſt 
it. I have ordered all: the whale-boats along the coaft to. 
be colle&ted.: and ſome of them are employed every night 
to watch” the motions of: the enemy by water ſo .as to 
guard as-much- as-poſlible againſt any ſurpriſe. * * * 
Next'to the more immediate and preſhng duties of put- 
ting our lines in as ſecure a ſtate as poſſible, attending to 
tke moyements of the. enemy, and- gaining intelligence, — 
my great concern 1s to eſtabliſh order, regularity and dil- 
cipline, without whict*our numbers would embarraſs us, 
| and, in caſe of ation, general confuhon muſt infallibly en- 
ſue. .In order to-this, I propoſe to divide the army into - 
three diviſions :—at the head of each will be a general of- 
ticer :—theſe. diviſfions to be again ſubdivided into brig- 
ades, under their reſpe&ive brigadiers. But the IS 
ty ariſing from- the arrangement of the- general officers, 
and waiting the farther-proceedings of the Congreſs on 
this ſubje, has much retarded my progreſs -in this moſt 
neceſſary work. I ſhould be very happy to receive their 
final commands, .as any. determination would enable me to - 
proceed in my plan, * #*' * 
 Inaddition to the. officers mentioned in - mine of the. 
tenth inſtant, I would humbly propoſe that ſome proviſion 
ſhould be made for a judge-advocate, and provoſt-marſhal. 
The neceſhty of the firſt appointment was ſo-great, that T 
was obliged ta nominate a Mr. Tudor, who was well 
recommended to me, and now- executes -the- office under 
an expeCation of -receiving captain's pay—an allowance 
(in my opinion) ſcarcely. adequate to the ſervice, in new 
raiſed troops, where there are court-martials every day. 
However, as that is the proportion in the regular army, 
8- and. . 
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and he is contented, there will be no ' eryney of an ad 


dition. 

I muſt alſo renew my requeſt as to ) money, and the ap- 
pointment of a pay-maſter. I have forbore urging mar- 
ters of this nature, from my Knowledge of the many im- 
portant concerns which engage the attention of the Con- 
grefs : but as I find my difficulties thicken every day, I 
make no doubt, ſuitable regard will be paid to a neceſlity 
of this kind. The inconvenience of borrowing ſuch ſums 
as are conſtantly requiſite muſt be too plain for me to en- 
large upon, and 1s a ſituation from which I ſhould be very 
happy to be relieved. 

Upon the experience I have had, and the beſt conf; d- 
eration of the appointment of the ſeveral offices of com- 
miſfary-genera!, muſter-maſter-general, quarter-maſter-ger- 
eral, pay-maſter-general, and commiſſary of artillery, I 
am clearly of opinion that they not. only conduce to or- 
der, diſpatch and diſcipline, but that it is a meaſure of 
economy. The delay, the waſte, and unpuniſhable neglect 
of duty, ariſing from theſe offices being in commiſſon in 
ſeveral hands, evidently ſhew that the public expenſe muſt 
be finally enhanced. I have experienced the want of thefe 
officers, in completin;; the returns of men, ammunition, and 
ſtores. The latter are yet imperfe&, from the number of 
hands in which they are difperſed. I have incloſed 
the laſt weekly return, which is more accurate than the 


former 5 and hope in a little time we ſhall be perfe&tly 
"regular in this as well as ſeveral other neceflary branches 


of duty. 

E bave made inquiry into the eſtabliſhment cf the hol- 
pita}, and find it in a very unſettled condition. "There 1s 
no principal direQor, nor any ſubordination among the ſur- 
geons : of conſequence diſputes and contention have ariſen, 
and' muſt continue until it is reduced to fome ſyſtem. I 


could wiſh it was immediately taken into confideration, as 
the lives and health of both officers and men ſo much de- - 


pend upon a due regulation of this department. I have 
been particularly attentive to the Teait ſymptoms of the 
ſmall-pox ; and hitherto we have becu fo fortunate as t» 
have every perſon removed ſo foon, as not only to prevent 
any communication, but any alarm or apprehenſion it might 


give 


) 
g 
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give in the camp. We ſhall continue the utmoſt vigilance 
againſt this moſt dangerons enemy. | 

In an army properly organized, there are fundry offices 
of an inferior kind, ſuch as waggon-maſter, maſter carpen- 
ter, &c. but I doubt whether my powers are ſufficiently 
extenſive for ſuch appointments. If it is thought proper 
to repoſe ſuch a truſt in me, I ſhall be- governed, in tae 
diſcharge of it, by a ſtri& Rare! to economy and the pub- 
lic interelF. - 

My in{troions from the TPTTEDY Congreſs dire& 
that no troops are to be difbanded without their expreſs 
dire&tion, nor to be recruited to more than double the num- 
ber of the enemy. Upon this ſubject I beg leave to rep- 
reſent, that, unleſs the regiments in this province are more 
ſucceisful in recruiting than T have reaſoa to expect, a re- 
duQtion of fome of them will be highly neceffary, as the 
public is put to the whol?- expenſe of an eftabh{timent of 
ofhcers, ' while the real ſtrength'of the regiment” (which 
confilts in the rank and file) is' defeQtive. In cate of 
fuch a reduQtion, doubtleſs ſome of the privates and all the- 
officers would return home*: but many of the former would 
c0 into the remaining regiments ; and having had ſome ex- 
perience, would fill them up with uſeful men. TI fo plainly 
perceive the expenſe of this campaign will exceed any cal- 
culation hitherro made, that 1 am particularly anxious: tb 
ſtrike off every unneceſſary charge. You will therefore, 
Sir, be pleaſed to favour me with explicit dire&ions from 
the Congreſs on the mode of this reduttion (if it ſhall ap- 
pear n2ceflary ) that no time may be loſt when fuch necel-- 
lity appears: 

Yeſterday we bad an account that the light-houſe was 

on fire :—by whem, and under what orders, I have not 
yet learned : but we have reafon to believe it has been dowe 
by our trregulars. | 

You will plcafe to preſent me to the Congreſs, with tlie 


utmott dut y and reſpect ; and believe me to be, &c. 


GW. 

P. S. Captain Darby's ſtay in Erpland was ſo ſhort, 
that he brings no other wformation than what the inclo{- 
cd letter, and the now2-papers which will accompany this, 
contain, General Gage's-diſpatches had not arrived ; and 
the 
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ing it as a fiction, or at moſt, an affair of little conſequence... 


| 
} the miniſtry. aſfefted to diſbelieve the whole account, treat- 
| The fall of ſtocks was very inconſiderable. - 

| 


l —_— — ———— 
_— 


| SIR, Camp at Cambridge, Fuly 21,1775, 5 o clock, P. M1 
= SINCE cloſing the letters which accompany this, 1 
= | have received an account of the deſtruction of the light- 
= houſe ; a copy of which 1'have the honour to incloſe, — 
| and of again afſuring you that I am, with great reſpet, &c.. 
4 | G. W 


P. S. TI have alfo received'a more authentic account of 
| the loſs of the enemy 1n the late battle, than any yet re- 
ceived. Dr. Winſhip, who lodged in the ſame bbs with 
3 an officer of the marines, aflures me they had exattly one 
4 thouland and forty-three killed and wounded, —of wham- 
33 three hundred fell on the kield, or died within a few. hours. 
Ct Many of the wounded are Gace.dead.. 


SIR,. Camp at Cambridge, Fuly 27, 1775: 

NOTHING material has occurred- in either camp, 
ſince I had the honour of addrefling you on the twenty-firſt ' 
inſtant by .expreſs : but on "Tueſday, three men-of-war and- 
nine tranſports: ſailed out. of. Boſton harbour, and ſtood a . 
courſe about E. 5. E. 

One Groves, who came out of Boſton the ſame evening, - 
informed the officer at one of the out-poſts, that the tranſ- 
ports had on board - ſix hundred. men,” and were bound to 
Block-Iſland, Fiſher's-Ifland, and Long-Ifland, to plunder 
them, and bring off what cattle they may find. "The fel- 
low returned again into Boſton under ' ſuch ſulpicious cir- 
cumſtances, that it has led mae. ta doubt. the truth of his 
intelligence. 

A deferter, who came-in afterwards, informs me that it 
was given out in their camp, that they were either gone for 
Indians or freſh proviſions ; and that each- tranſport had 
but twenty men on board. Upon this intelligence, I im- 


 mediately wrote to. governor Cooke of Rhode-iſland, _ 
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to general Wooſter, that they might take proper precau- 
tions for removing the cattle off thoſe iſlands and the coaſts, 
and to prevent any ſurpriſe. As: we are. confirmed, by. 
every accouat, in the ſcarcity of freſh ky in the ene- 
my's camp,.-and particularly by this deſerter, it is very prob- 
able this voyage may be only intended for a ſupply : but 
as it may poſhbly be otherwiſe, I thought.it beſt to tranſmit 
the intelligence to ther honourable Congreſs, that they may 
forward it to the ſouthward, or take ſuch other ſteps as 

ey may judge proper. | 

Since writing .the above, three more deſerters have 
come out,—which makes four in twenty-four hours. 
Their accounts correipond with thoſe of the firlt who came 
ont, and which 1 have related above. 

E have the. honour to be, &c. G. W. 


3IR, Camp at Cambridge, Aug. 4, 1775. 
I AM to acknowledge the receipt of your f: «ur of 
the twenty-fourth of July, accompanied by two hundred and 
eiphty-four commiſhons, which are yet much ſhort of the 
neceſſary number. I am much honoured by the confidence 
rcpoſed in me, of appointing the-ſeveral. officers recom- 


mended 1n mine of the tenth ultimo ; and ſhall endeavour 


to ſele&t ſuch perſons-as are beſt qualified to f11 theſe im- 
portant potts; * * * * hy TY 127 INs 
In the renewal of theſe commiſhons, ſome difficulties 
occur, in what I ſhould be. glad to know the pleaſure of 
the honourable Conpreſs. 'The general . ofticers of the 
Maflachuſetts have regiments ; thoſe of Connefticut have 
boi" regiments and companies ; and the other field officers 
have companies each.. From Rhode-Iſland, the general 
ofhicer has no regiment, but the field officers have compa- 
nies : but I do not find that they have or.expe& pay 
under more than one commilhon. Shoul4 the. com- 
miſhons now to be delivered, purſue theſe different 
eſtabliſhments, there will be a diſtin&tion. between general 
and field: officers of the ſame rank. In order-to put New- 
Hampſhire, Maſſachuſetts, and Rhode-Ifland, upon a line 
with Connecticut, it would be neceflary to diſmiſs a num- 
ber. 


_ ” —_ =_ _ 
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ber of officers, in pofſeſhon of -cormmiſſions, without any 
fault of theirs. On the other hand, to bring the Connec- 
ticut generals and field officers to the fame ſcale with the 
others, will 'add 'to the number of officers, and may be 
deemed inconfiiteat with the terms on which they entered 
into the ſervice, although you add nothing to the expenſe, 
except in the article of proviſions. Upon the whole, it 1s 
a caſe which 1 would wiſh the honourable Congrels to 
conſider and determine. FE | 
Colonel Gridley of this province, who is at the head of 
the artillery, has the rank of major-general from the pro- 
vincial Congreſs. Will it be proper to renew his commil- 
Fon here m the ſame manner ?—lIt is proper hve to re- 
mark, that, in this cafe, he will take rank of all the briga- 
diers-general, and eyen the majors-general, whoſe commil- 
fions are ſubſequent in date : and this can anſwer no good 
purpoſe, but may be produttive of many bad conſequences. 
"Theſe are matters of ſome importance : but I am em- 
barraffed with a difficulty of a ſuperior kind. The eſti- 
mate, made in Congreſs, fappuſed all the regiments to be 
formed upon one eftabliſhment : but they are different in 
different provinces, and even vary in the ſame province, in 
ſome particulars. In Maſſachuſetts, ſome regiments have 
ten companies, others eleven : the eſtabliſhment of the 
former is five hundred and ninety men, officers included ; 
of the htter, {ix hundred and forty-nive. The eſtabliſh- 
ment of Rhode-Iſland and New-Hampſhire is five hundred 
and ninety to a regiment, ofitcers inchuded : ConneQticut 
has a thouſand men to a regiment. Should the Maſſachu- 


ſetts regiments be completed, with the new levies fron 


Rhode-1ſhnd and ConneCticut, and the riflemen, the num- 
ber will excced twenty-two thouſand, If they ſhould net 
be completed, —as each regiment 1s fully officered, there 
will be a heavy expenſe to the public, without an adequate 
fervice. Phe reduction of ſome of them ſeems to be nec- 
effary, and yet is a matter of much delicacy, as we are fit- 
vated. I moſt earneſtly requeſt it may be taken into im- 
mediate conſideration, and the time and mode of doing 
it pointed out by the honourable: Congreſs. By an eſti- 
mate I have made from the general return, when the new 


levies arrive, and. the regiments are completed, there will 
be 
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be twenty-four thouſand four hundred and fifty. men. on the 
pay and provifion. of, the United, Colonies. Some of the 
recruiting officers, who baye been. out on that ſervice, have 
returned: with, very little ſucceſs; ſo that we may. ſafely con- 


clude, the number of two thouſand and, ſixty-four, now 


wanting to complete, will rather increaſe. than, diminiſh, 


"There are the regiment of artillery, conſiſting of foer hun- | 


dred and. ninety-three men, and one. under colonel Ser- 


geant { who. has not received; any commiſkon, althaugh he. 
had orders. to.raiſe a regiment, from.the provincial:Congreſs 


here) which are not included in the above eſtimate. "This 
haſt regiment conſiſts of. two. hundred, ard thirty-four men 
by the laſt return ; but a company! has ſince joined. 

By adverting to the general return, which I have the 


honour of incloting (N? 1). it will be, {ſeen what repiments + 
£ ; Ut £ 


are moſt deficient. 

If the Congreſs. does not chooſe to point out the particu- 
lar regiments, but. the provinces 1n which the reduCtion 1s 
to be made, the ſeveral Congrefles and Aſtemblies may be 
the proper channel to conduct this bulineſs, which I would 
alſo conceive the moſt advieable, from their better acquaint- 


ance with the merits, terms, and time of ſervice, of the 


reipe&ive officers. Reducing ſome regiments, and, with 
the privates. thereof, filling-up others, wouid certainly be 
the belt; method of accompliſhing this work if it were prac- 


ticable : but the experiment is: dangerous, as the Mafſachu- 


letts-men, under the privilege of chooſing their own. offt- 
cers, do not conceive themielves bound, if thole officers 
are dubanded. | 


As general Gage is making preparations for winter by 


contrattiag for quantities of coal, it, wili ſuggeſt to us the. 


propriety of extending our views to that ſeaton. TI have 
directed. that ſuch huts as have been latcly mede- of boards. 
ſhould be done in ſuch a. manner, that, if neceſlary, they 
may ſerve for covering during: the winter. But I need 
not cnjarge upon the variety, of. necefſatics, ſuch as cloth- 
np, fael, &c. (both exceedingly. ſcarce, and dificult to be 
procured); which. that ſeaſon muſt bring with it, if the ar- 
ay. or any conſiderable part of it is to remain embodied. 
From the inaQhvity of- the enemy- ſince the arrival of 
tieir whole reinforcement, their contiouzl addition to their 
lines,— 
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lines, —and many other circumſtances, —T am inclined to 
think, that, finding us ſo well prepared to receive them, 
the plan of operations 1s varied, and y mean, by regular 
approaches, tobombardus out of our preſent line of defence, 
or are waiting in expectation that the colonies muſt fink 
under the weight of the expenſe—or the proſpe@ of.a win- 
ter campaign ſo diſcourage our troops, as to break up our 


army. If they-have not ſome ſuch 'expeations, the iſſue 


of which they are determined-to wait, I cannot account 
for the delay, when their ſtrength is leſfened every day by 
frekneſs, deſertions, and little ficirmiſhes. | | 

- Of theſe lait-we have: had only two worthy of notice. 
Having-ſome reaſon to ſuſpe& they were extending their 


ines at Charleſtown, IT, Jaſt Saturday evening, ordered 


{ome of the riflemen down, to make a diſcovery, or bring 
off a priſoner. "They were accidentally diſcovered ſoon- 
er than they expeQed, by the guard coming to relieve, and 
obliged to fire upon them. We have reaſon to belieye 
they killed ſeveral. They brought in two priſoners, whoſe 
account (confirmed by ſome other circumſtances) removed 
my ſuſpicions in part. Since that time, we have, on each 
fide, drawn in onr centries, and there have .been ſcatter- 
ing fires along the line. This evening we have heard of 
three captains whochave been taken off by the riflemen, 
and one killed by a cannon-ſhot from Roxbury, beſides 
ſeveral privates : -but as the inteVigence 1s nct direc, I only 
.mention it as a report which deſerves credit. The other 
happened at-the hght-houſe. A number of workmen hay- 
ing been ſent down to repair 1t, with a guard of twenty- 
two marines and a ſubaltern, —major Tupper, laſt Monday 
morning about two o*clock, landed there with about three 
hundred men, attacked them, killed the officer and four 
privates ; but being detained by the tide, in his return he 
was attacked by ſeveral boats ; but he happily got through 
with the loſs of one man killed, and another wounded. 
The remainder of the miniſterial troops (three of whom 
are badly wounded) he brought off priſoners, with ten to- 
ries, all of whom are on their way to Springfield-jail. The 
riflemen, in theſe ſkirmiſhes, loſt one man, who fon hear) 
is a priſoner in Boſton-jail. The enemy, in return, endeav- 
ourcd to ſurpriſe cur guard at Roxbury : but they, being 

| appriled 
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aperiſed of it by a deſerter, had time to prepare for it : but 
by ſorne negligence or miſconduct in the officer of the guard, 
they burned the George tavern on the neck ; and have + 
every day fince.been cannonading-us from their lines, both 
at Roxbury and Charleſtown, but with no other effec - 
than the loſs of two men. On our part, except {traggling 
fires from the ſmall arms about the lines, which we en- 
deavour to reſtrain, we have made little or no return, 
Our ſituation in the article of powder, is much more 
alarming than I had the moſt diſtant idea of. Having de- - 
fred a.return to be made out (on my arrival) of the am- 
munition, I found three hundred and three barrels and a 
balf of powder mentiened as in the ſtore : but on ordering 
a new ſupply of cartridges yeſterday, I was informed, to 
my very great aſtoniſhment, that there was no more than . 
thirty-ſ1x barrels of the Maſſachuſetts ſtore, which, with 
the ſtock of Rhode-Iſland, New-FHampſhire, and Connec- ; 
ticut, makes nine thouſand nine hundred and thirty-ſeven 
pounds,—not more than nine rounds toa man. As there 


had been no conſumption of powder fince, that could in 


any degree account for ſuch a deficiency, 1 was very par- 
ticular in my inquiries, and found that the committee of 
ſupphes, not being ſufficiently acquainted with the nature 
of a retura, or miſapprehending my requeſt, ſent in an ac- 
count of all the ammunition which had been colleqed by 
the province ; ſo that the report included not only what 
was in hand, but what had been ſpent. 

Upon diſcovering this miſtake, I immediately went un. 
to confer with the ſpeaker of the houſe of repreſentatives, 
upon ſome meaſures to obtain a ſupply from the neighbour- 
ing townſhips, in ſuch a manner as might prevent our poy- 
erty being known ; as it is a ſecret of too great conſe- 
quence to, be divulped in the general court, ſome individu- 
al of which might perhaps indiſcrecetly ſuffer it to eſcape 
him, ſo as to find its way to the enemy,—the conſequences 
of which are terrible even in idea. I ſhall alſo write to the 
governors of Rhode-Ifland and Connecticut, and the com- 
mittee of ſafety in New-Hampthire, on this ſubjc, urging, 
in the moſt forcible terms, the neceflity of an immediate 
ſupply, if in their power. TI need not enlarge on our mel- 
ancholy fituation ; it is ſufficient that the exiſtence of the 
Vo. I. C army 
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army and'the falyation of the country depends upon. ſome- 
thing being done for our relief, both ſpeedy and effeual, 
and that our ſituation be kept a profound ſecret. 

In the incloſures, N? 2 and 3, 1 ſend the allowance of 
provifhions, &c. made by the provinces of ConneQtcut and 
Maſſachuſetts. The mode and quantity are different from 
what has fallen within my experience, and, I am confident, 
mult prove very waſteful and expenſive. If any alteration 
can be ſafely made (which I much doubt) there might be 
a-great ſaving to the public. 

- A gentleman of my family, aſſiſted by a deſerter who has 
ſome ſkill in fortification, has by my direQtion ſketched out 
two draughts of our reſpe@ive lines at Charleſtown and 
| Roxbury, which, with the explanations, will convey ſome 
ll idea of our ſituation, and, I hope, prove acceptable to the 
[' members of the honourable Congreſs. "They are the in- 
cloſures, N® 4 and 5. | 

Since I had the honour of addrefling you laſt, I have 
been applied to, by a committee of the general court, for 
a detachment of the army, to prote& the inhabitants of the 
eaſtern parts of this provice from ſome apprehended dep- 
redations on their coaſts. I could have wiſhed to have 
complied with their requeſt : but, after due conſideration, 
and conſulting the general. officers, together with thoſe 
members of Covered who are here, I thought it my duty 
to excuſe myſelf. The application and my anſwer are the 
:ncloſures, N® 6 and y, which I hope will be approved by 
the honourable Congreſs. 

Since I began this letter, the original (of which the in- 
cloſure N® 8 is a copy) fell into my hands. As the writer 
is a perſon of ſome note in Boſton, and it contains ſome 
advices of importance not mentioned by others, I thought: 
proper to forward it as I received it. By comparing the 
hand-writing with another letter, it appears the wnier is 
one Belcher Noyes, a perſon probably known to ſome of 
the gentlemen, delegates from this province, who can de- 
| termine, from his principles and charaCter, what credit 1s 
| due to him. | 
 'The army is now formed into three grand diviſions, 

| under the command of the generals Ward, Lee, and Put- 
| nam; each divifion into two brigades, conſiſting of _ 
T X' 
| 
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fx regiments each, commanded by generals 'Thomas and 
Spencer at Roxbury, —Heath- at Cambridge, —Sullivan 
and Greene at Winter-hill. By this you will pleaſe :to 
obſerve, there is a deficiency of one brigadier-general (oc- 
calioned 'by Mr. Pomroy's not acting under his 'com- 
miſſion) which I beg may be filled up as ſoon-as. poſlible. 
I obſerve the honourable Congreſs have alſo favoured me 
with the appointment of three 4 te rpacvitmns I prefume 
they have or intend to appoint the reſt ſoon, as taey cannot. 
be unacquainted that one is neceflary to each brigade z and 
in a new raiſed army, it will be an office of great duty and 
ſervice. : $4 

General Gage has at length liberated the people of Bol- 
ton, who land in numbers at Chelſea every day. The 
terms on which: the paſſes are granted, as'to money, effefts 
and proviſions, correſpond with- Mr. Noyes's letter. | .- 

We have ſeveral 'reports:that general Gage is difman- 
tling Caſtle-William, and bringing all the cannon -up to 
town : -but, upon a very particular inquiry, accounts are ſo 
various, that I cannot aſcertain the truth -of it. **F * * 
On the firſt inſtant, a chief of the Caghnewaga tribe, 

who lives about {ix miles from Montreal, came inhere, 
accompanied by a colonel Bayley of Cohoſs. His ac- 
counts of the temper and'diſpoſition. of- the Indians are very 
favourable. He ſays they have been {trongly ſolicited by 
governor Carleton to engage againſt us ; but his nation-1s 
totally averſe ;—that threats, as well as entreaties, have 
been uſed without effet ;—that the Canadians are well dif- 
poſed to the Engliſh colonies.;- and, if any expedition 1s 
meditated againſt Canada, the Indians in that quarter will 
give all their affiſtance.. I have endeavoured to cheriſh 
theſe favourable diſpoſitions, and have recommended; to him 
to cultivate them on his return, What have ſaid, 1 en- 
forced with a preſent, which I underſtood would be agree- 
able to him: and as he 1s repreſented to be a man of-weight 
and conſequence in his own tribe, I flatter myſelf bis viſit 
will have a good effec. His accounts of general Carle- 
ton*s force and ſituation at St. John's correſpond with 
what we have already had from that quarter. 

The accefhon of Georgia to the meaſures of the Con- 
grels is a happy event, and mult give a fincere pleaſure to 
every friend of America, - 

Auguſt 
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Auguſt 5. We have accounts this' morning of twe 
exploſions at the Caſtle ; ſo that its deſtruction may now 
be ſuppoſed certain. | 

I have this morning been alarmed with an information 


| that two gentlemen from Philadelphia, (Mr. Hitchbourn 


and captain White) with letters for general Lee and my- 
ſelf, have been taken by captain Ayſcough at Rhode-Ifland, 
the letters intercepted and ſent forward to Boſton, —with 
the bearers as priſoners ; that the captain exulted much in 
the diſcoveries he had made : and my informer {who was 
alſo ia the boat, but releaſed ) underſtood them to be letters 
of conſequence. I have therefore diſpatched the expreſs 


 xamediately back, though I had before refolyed to detain 


tim till Fefſenden's return. I ſhall be anxious fill I am 


. .reheved from the ſuſpenſe I am in, as to the contents of 


of thole letters. | | | 
It is exceedingly unfortunate that gentlemen ſhould 


- chooſe to travel the only road on which there is danger. 


Let the event of this be what it will, I hope it wall ſerve 
as a general caution againſt truſting any letters that way 
in future. j 

| Nothing of conſequence has occurred in camp theſe two 
days. The inhabitants of Boſton continue coming out at 


- Chelſea, but under a new reſtriction, that no men ſhall 


come out withour ſpecial licenſe, which- is refuſed to all 
mechanics, ſince the tory labourers were taken at the light- 
houſe. LI have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


[The following letter bears no date, but appears to have 
been written 'on cr about the tawenty-ſixth of Auguſt, 
1775-] | 

I1R, 
THE incloſed Ietter came under ſuch a direQton 
and eircumſtances, as led me to ſuppoſe it contained ſome 
intereſting advices, either reſpe&ting a ſupply of powder, or 
the clothing lately taken at Philadelphia ; 1 therefore took 


the liberty of breaking the ſeal, for which I hope the ſer- 


vice and my motives will apologize. 


as 
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As the filling up the place of vacant brigadier-general 
will probably be of the firſt buſineſs of the honourable 
Congreſs, I flatter myſelf it will not be deemed afſuming,. 
to mention the names of two gentlemen, whoſe former ſer- 
vices, rank and age, may be thought worthy. of attention 
on this occaſions The former is colonel John Armſtrong, 
of Pennſylvania : he ſerved during the laſt war, in moſt 
of the campaigns to the ſouthward; was honoured: with 
the command of the Pennſylvania forces, and his general 
military condu&t and ſpirit. much approved. by all who- 
ſerved with him : beſides which, his charaQer was diſtin» 
guiſhed by an enterpriſe againſt the Indians, which he 
planned with great judgment, and executed with equal 
courage and ſucceſs.. It was not till lately that I had rea- 
{on to believe he would enter again on public {ervice ; and 
'1t 18 now wholly unſolicited and unknown on his part. 
The other gentleman is colonel Fry, of Maſſachuſetts-Bay. 
He entered into the ſervice as early as 1745, and roſe 
through the different military ranks, in' the ſucceeding 
wars, to that of colonel, until laſt June, when he was ap- 
pointed a major-general by the Congreſs of this province. 
From theſe circumſtances, together with the favourable 
report made. to me of him, I preſume he ſuſtained the 
charaQer of a good officer, though 1 do not find it diſtin- 
guiſhed by any peculiar ſervice. 

Either of theſe gentlemen, or any cther whom the hon- 
ourable Congreſs ſhall pleaſe to favour with this appoint- 
ment, will be received by me with the utmoſt deference 
and reſpe&. 

The late adjournment having made it impraQiicable to 
know the pleaſure of the Congreſs as to the appointment 
of brigade-majors, beyond the number of three which they 
were pleaſed to leave to me,—and the ſervice not admit- 
ting of farther delay, —l have continued the other three 
which I hope their honours will not diſapprove. Theſe 
latter were recommended by the reſpeQtive corps to which 
they belong, as the propereſt perſons for theſe offices until 
farther dire&tion, and have diſcharged the duty ever 
lince. They are the majors Box, Scammel, and Samuel 


Brewer. 
C2 Laſt 
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Laſt Saturday night we took poſſeſſion of a hill conſid- | 
erably advanced beyond our former lines ; which brought 
on a very heavy cannonade from Bunker's-hil}, and after: 
wards a bombafdment, which has been fince kept up with 
little ſpirit on their part, or damage on ours. "The work 
having been continued ever ſince, is now fo advanced, and 
the men ſo well covered, as to leave us under no appre- 
henſtons of much farther loſs. In this affair, we had kill- 
ed—one adjutant, one volunteer, and two privates. 'The 
fearcity of ammunition does not admit of our availing our- 
ielves of the ſituation, as we otherwiſe might do : but this 
evil, I hope, will ſoon be remedied, as I have been inform- 
ed of the arrival! of a large quantity at New-York, ſome 
at New-London, and more hourly expetted at different 
places. I nezd not add to what I have already faid on 
this ſubje&t. Our late ſupply was very ſeafonable, but far 
ſhort of our necethties. | 

The late adjournment of the honourable Congreſs hav- 
ing been made before my letter of the fourth inſtant was 
received, I mult now beg leave to recalt their attention to 
thoſe parts of it which reſpe& the provition for the winter, 
the redution of the troops, the double commiſhons under 
different eſtabliſhments, and colonel] Gridley's apyoint- 
ment of major-general ; in all which, I hope to- be hon- 
L | oured with their commands as ſoon as poſlible. 

{ The advocate-general has fent me a memorial reſpe&- 

ing his ſervice, which I have the honour to incloſe-;; 

7 (N? 1) and from the variety and multiplicity of duty in 

l 2 new army, as well es his regular ſervice and attendance, 

| I am induced to recommend him to the farther notice of 

the honourable Congreſs. 

; The treatment of our officers, priſoners, at Boſton, in- 
' duced me to write to general Gage on that ſubject. His 

Wb anſwer and my reply I have the honour to Jay before the. 
4 Congrels, in the incloſures N? 2, 3, 4; fince which 1 

4 ſ have heard nothing from him. 

W [ remain, with the preateſt reſpe&t and regard, &c. 

"f G. W. 
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To k he h GECOUT, al [2 PETE R VA N B RU GH > © IV- 
INGSTON, efquire, Prefident of the Provincial Con- 
vention, New-T ork. 


SIR, | Canp at Cambridge, Auguft 30; 1775. 

* #** MR. Livingiton and ſome other gentlemen 
from your city brought us the acceptable news of the ſafe 
arrival of a large quantity of powder, and five hundred - 
ſtand of arms. Ovr ſituation ts ſucly. as requires your 
immediate aſhitance and ſupply 18+ that article. We have. 
lately-taken poſicſtion of a hill confiderably advanced to- 
wards the-enemy ; but our poyerty prevents our availing 
ourſelyes of any advantage of fituation. I mult therefore 
moſt earneſtly entreat that meaſures may be taken to for- 
ward to this camp, in the molt fafe and expeditious mai 
ner, whatever ammunition can be ſpared from the immediate 
and neceflary defence of the province. 'The value of 
whatever may be fent in conſequence of this requeſt witl 
be paid by order irom hence when delivered, or negociat- 
ed with the honourable continental Congreſs, at Philadel- 
phia, as may be agreed with the proprietors. 1 only re- 
quelt that no-time may be lot through any fuch difficulties, 
as our ſituation 1s fo critical, and the exigence ſo great 
The mode of conveyance I muſt leave wath the provin- 
cial Congreſs, or the committee-of the city. I doubt not 
they will take every precaution to make it ſafe and ex- 
peditious. L have the honour to: be, &c. G. W.. 


SIR, Camp at Camoridge, Sept. 7, T7 7 
I DO myſelf the honour of addreſſing you in conſe« 
quence of an-application from the commiſlary-general, who 
1s, by my direction, taking all proper precautions on the 
approach of winter. I defired him to commit to writing 
fuch propofals as his experience and knowledge of the 
country might entitle him to make 3 which he has done in 
the paper which I have the honour to incloſe. "The diffticul» 
Ly of procuring a ſufficient quantity of falt, which I objeRed 
to him, he has fully obviated, by affuring me that there is 
fo much now aQually in ſtore, in this and the neighbouring 
towns, as Wil remoye ail poſſibility of a diiappointment. 
I propoſe 
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I propoſe to: do myſelf the honour of writing, in a few 
days, fully and particularly on ſeveral heads, to which I 
muſt now refer. In the mean time, I have only to inform 
the honourable Congreſs, that I have received a ſmall ſup- 

ly of ſeven: thouſand pounds of powder this week from 
Rhode-Ifland, and in a few days expe& ſeven tons of 
lead, and five hundred {tand of arms, a part of the ſame 
importation ; and to requelt that more money may be for- 
warded with all expedition, the military cheſt being nearly 


exhauſted. 
[ am, with the greateſt reſpe&, &c. G.W. 
SIR, Camp at Cambridge, Sept. 21, T77 $. 


I HAVE been in daily expeRation of being favoured 

with the commands of the honourable Congreſs, on the 

| Tubje& of my two laſt letters. The ſeaſon now advances 
fo faſt that 1 cannot any longer defer laying before them 
ſuch farther meaſures as require their immediate attention, 
and in which I wait their direction. 

The mode in which the preſent army has been colle&ed 
has occaſioned ſome difficulty in procuring the ſubſcription 
of both officers and ſoldiers to-the continental: articles of 
war. Their principal objeftion has been, that it might 
ſubje& them to a longer ſervice than that for which they 
engaged under their ſeveral provincial- eſtabliſhments, 
It is in vain to attempt to reaſon away the prejudices of a 
whole army : * * * 1 have therefore forbore preſſing them, 
as I did not experience any ſuch inconvenience from their 
adherence to their former rules, as would warrant the riſk 
of entering into a conteſt upon it : more eſpecially as the 
reſtraints, neceſſary for the eſtabliſhment of effential diſci- 
pline and ſubordination, indiſpoſed their minds to every 

\" change, and made it both duty and policy to- introduce as 
i little novelty as poſſible. With the preſent army, I fear 
Wl | fuch a ſubſcription is impracticable : but the difficulty will 
if ceaſe with this army. 
| 'The Connecticut and Rhode-Ifland troops ſtand engag- 
ſ: ed to the firſt of December only ; and none longer than 
it the firſt of January, A. diſſolution of the preſent army 

therefore 
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therefore will take Slave, unleſs ſome early: proviſion'is 

made azainſt ſuch an event. Moſt of the generat officers 
are of opinion the greater part' of them may be re-enhiſteq 

for the winter, or andther campaign, with the indulgence 
of a furlough to viſit their friends, which may be regulated 

ſo-as not to endanger the fervice. How far it-may be 

proper to form the new army entirely out of the old, for 

a10taer campaign, rather than from the contingents: of the 

ſeveral provinces, 1s 2 queition which involves'1n it too ma- 
ny coahderations of policy and -pradence, for me to under- 

take to-detide. It appears to be impoſſible to draw-it front: 
any other ſource than the old army, for this winter ; and, . 
as the pay 1s arnple, I hope a {ufhcient'namber will engage - 
in the ſervice for that time at leaſt. But there are various - 
opinions of the teraper of the men on the {abject ; and there 
may be great hazard 1n deferring the trial {o long. 

In the continental eſtabliſhment, no proviſion has been ' 
made for the pay of artificers, diſtin from-that of the 
common ſoldiers ; whereas, under the provincial, ſuch as 
found their own tools were allowed one ſhilling per diem 
advance, and particular Artizans, more. *'The pay-of the. 
artillery alſo now differs from that cf the pronnce ; the men 
| have leſs, the officers more ; and, for ſome ranks, no pro- 
vition is made, as the Cong refs will pleaſe to obſerve by the 
liſt which I have the honour to incloſe. (N® 1.) Theſe. 
particulars, thouglt ſeemingly inconſiderable, are the ſource 
ef much complaint and difiatisfaction, which -I endeavour 

to compoſe in the beſt manner I am able. 
By the returns of the rifle compaaies, andthat battdlivn a 
they appear to exceed rheir-e{tabliſhment very conſiderably. 
1 doubt my authority to pay theſe extra men without the 
dire&ion of the Corprefs : but it woold be deemed a great 
hardſhip wholly to refuſe them, as they- have been encour- 
aved to come. 

The neceſſities of the troops having required pay, I di- 
reed that thoſe of the Maſhchuletts ſhould receive for one 
month, upon' their deing muſtered, and returning a proper 
roll: but a claim was immediately made for pay by lunar 
months ; and ſeveral regiments have declined taking up 
their warrants-on- this account. As this practice. was en- 
urely new to me, though ſaid to be warranted by former 


wage, 
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ulage, here the matter now waits the determination of the 
honourable Congreſs. I find, in Conne&ticut and Rhode. 
Iſland, this point was ſettled by calendar months : in Ma. 
{achuſetts, though mentioned in the Congreſs, it was left 
undetermined ; which is alſo-the cafe of New-Hampſhire, 

The inclo{ure, N® 2, is a petition from the ſubalterns, i 
reſpecting their pay. Where there are only two of theſe 
in a company, I have conſidered one as an enſign, and or- 
dered him pay as ſuch, as in the ConneQticut forces. I mull 
beg leave to reconumend this petition to the favour of the 
Congreſs ; as I am'of opinion the allowance is inadequate 
to their rank and ſervice, and is one great ſource of that 
familiarity between the officers and men, which is ſo incom- 
patible with ſubordination and diſcipline. Many valuable 
officers of thoſe ranks, finding themſelves unable to ſupport 
the character and appearance of officers, (I am informed) 
will retire as ſoon-as the term of ſervice is expired, if there 
118 00 alteration+ | VERD 

For the better regulation of duty, I found it'neceſſary to 
ſettle the rank of the officers, and to number the regiments; 
and, as I had'not received the commands of the Congrels 
on the ſubje&, and the exigence of the ſervice forbade any 
farther delay, the general officers were conſidered as having 
no regiments ; an alteration, which, 1 underſtand, is not 
pleaſing to ſome of them, but appeared to me and others to 
be proper, when it was conſidered, that, by this means, the 
whole army 1s. put upon oae footing, and all-particular at- 
tachments diflolyed. | 

Among many other conſiderations which the approack 
of winter will demand, that of clothing appears to be one 
of the molt important. So far as regards the preſervation 
of the ar:ay frog cold; they may be deemed 1n a ſlate of 
nakednefs. Many of the men- have been without blankets 
the whole campaign :. and thoſe, which have been in-uſe 
during the ſummer, are fo- much worn as to be of little ſer- 
vice. In order to make a ſuitable proviſion in theſe articles, 
and at the ſame time to guard the public againſt impoſition 
and expenſe, it ſeems neceſſary to determine the mode of 
continuing the army : for, ſhould theſe troops be clothed. 
under their preſent engagement, and, at the expiration of 1 
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ie term of ſervice, decline renewing it, a fet of unprovid- 
-d men may be ſent-to ſupply their places. | 
I cannot ſuppoſe it tobe unknown to the honourable 
ongrels, that, in all armies, it is an eſtabliſhed praQtice ts 
make an allowance to officers, of provittons and forage, 
proportionate to their rank. As ſuch an allowance form- 
2d no part of the continental eſtabliſhment, I have hitherto 
forbore to iſſue the orders for that purpoſe : but, as it is a 
received opinion of ſuch members of the Congreſs as I have 
had an opportunity of conſulting, as well as throughout the 
Ermy, that it muſt be deemed a matter of- courſe and im- 
plied in the eſtabliſhment of the army, 1 have direCted the 
ollowing proportion of rations, being the ſame allowed in 
he American armies laſt war : Major-general, fifteen 3 
brigadier-general, twelve ; colone], fix ; lieutenant-colonel, 
fre ; major, four ; captain, three ; ſubaltern, two ; ſtaff, 
wo. 
If theſe ſhould not be approved by the honourable Con- 
preſs, they will pleaſe to ſignify their pleaſure, as to the 
alterations they would have made in the whole or i part. 
b I am now to inform the honourable Congreſs, that, en- 
ouraged by the repeated declarations of the Canadians and 
Indians, and urged by their requeſts, I have detached col- 
+ one! Arnold with a thouſand men, to penetrate into Cana- 
da by way of Kennebeck river, and, if poftble, to make him- 
ſe]f maſter of Quebec. By this manceuvre, I propoſed ei- 
{Wer to divert Carleton from St. John's, which would leave 
free paſſage to general Schuyler ;—or, if this did not take 
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is hands an eaſy prey. I made all poſſible inquiry, as to 
the diſtance, the ſafety. of the route, and the danger of the 
F@<afon being too far advanced ; but found nothing in either 
ts {2 deter me from proceeding, more eſpecially as it met with 
ſe '©ry general approbation from all whom I conſulted upon it. 
But, that nothing might be omitted, to enable me to judge 
of its propriety and probable conſequences, I communicated 
= by expreſs to general Schuyler, who approved of it in 
uch terms, that I reſolved to put it io unmediate execu- 
0 22. They have now left this place ſeven days ; and, 
of f fayoured with a good wind, I hope ſoon to hear of their 
beſeing fafe in Kennebeck river. For the fatisfaQion of the 
| Congrels, 


»cftet, Quebec, in its preſent defenceleſs ſtate, mult fall ints 
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Congreſs, 1 here .incloſe a copy of the propoſed route. 
(N* 3.) I alſo do myſelf the honour. of inclofing a mani- 
f:fto, which'I cauſed to be printed here, and of which cal- 


onel Arnold has taken. a ſuitable number with him. This 
is. the incloſure, N? 4. I. have alfo forwarded a copy of 
his inſtruions (N® 5.)—from all which I hope the Con- 


preſs will have a clear view of the motives, -plan, and in- 


tended execution of this enterpriſe, .and that I ſhall be ſo 


happy as to meet with their approbation 1n. it. 


I was the more induced to make. th-s detachment, as it 1s 


my clear opinion, from a careful obſervation of the move- 


ments of the enemy, corroborated. by all the intelligence we 
receive by deſerters ard others, {of the former of whom we 
have ſome every day) that the enemy have no intention to 
come out, until they are reinforced. :They have been 
wholly employed for ſome time paſt in procuring. materials 
for barracks, fucl, and making other preparations for winter, 
Theſe circumitances,-with the .conſtart additions to their 
works which are apparently deteniive, have-led to the above 
concluſion, and enabled me to ſpare this-body of men where 
I. hope they will be uſefully and ſucceſsfully employed. 
The ſtate of inactivity, in which this army has Jain for 
ſome time,'by no means correſponds with my wiſhes, by 
{ome decifrve ſtroke to relieve my country from the heavy 
expenſe its ſubſiltence muſt-create. After frequently rec- 
onnoitring the ſituation of the enemy in the town of Bok 
ton, colleting all poſhble intelligence, and - digeſting the 
whole, a ſurpriſe did not appear to me wholly impraQicable, 


. though hazardous. I communicated it to the general ofti- 


cers ſome days before 1 called them to a-counci], that they 
might be prepared with their opintons. "The reſult I have 
the honour.of incloſing. (N®.6.) I cannot ſay that I have 
wholly laid it afide : but new events may occaſion new 
meaſures. -Of this I hope the ,honourable Congreſs can 
need. no aſſurance, that there is not a man in America who 
more carneſtly wiſhes ſuch a terminaticn of the campaign, 
as to make the army no longer neceſſary. | 
The ſeaſon advances fo faſt, that I have given crders to 
prepare barracks avd other accommodations for the -winter. 
The great ſcarcity of tow-cloth in this country, I fear, will 


. totally diſappoint us in our expcRations of j rocuring hunt- 


FT) o-ſhirts. 
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4og-ſhirts. Governor Cooke informs me, few or none are 
to be had in Rhode-Iſland ; and governor Trumbull gives 
me little encouragement to expect many from ConneCticut. 
I havefilled up the office of quarter-maſter-general, which 
.the Congreſs was pleaſed to leave to me, by the appoint- 
ment of major Mifflin, which I hope and believe will be 

univerſally acceptable. | 
[t gives me great pain. to be obliged to ſolicit the atten- 
tion of the honourable Congreſs to the ſtate of this army, in 
terms which imply the Mllighteſt apprehenſion of being neg- 
Jetted. But my {ituation is inexprefhibly diſtreſſing,” to ſee 
the winter faſt approaching upon a naked army ; the time of 
_ thair ſervice withm a few weeks of expiring ; and no pro- 
viſion yet made -for ſuch important events. Added to 
theſe, the military cheſt is totally exhauſted : the pay-maſ- 
ter has not a ſingle dollar in hand : the commiſſary-general 
aTures me he as ſtrained. his credit, for the ſub{hſtence of 
'the army, to the utmoſt. "Phe quarter-maſter-general is 
preciſely in the ſame fituation ; and the greater part of the 
troops are in a {tate not far.from metiny, upon the deduQtion 
From their {tated allowance. I know not towhom I am to 
impute' this failure.: but.1 am of opinion, if the evil is not 
immediately remedied, and more punQuality obſerved in 
future, the army-muſt abſolutely break yup. I hoped I had 
Jo fully exprefled myſelf on this ſubje&, (both by letter, 
and to thoſe members of the Congreſs who honoured the 
camp with a viſit,) that -no diſappointment could poſſibly 
happen : I therefore hour]y expe&ted advice from the pay- 
maſter that he had received a freſh ſupply, in addition to 
the hundred and ſeventy-two thouſand dollars delivered him 
in Auguſt ; and thought myſelf warranted to aſſure the 
public creditors that in a few days they ſhould be ſatisfied. 
But.the.delay has brought matters to ſuch a criſis, as ad- 
'mits of no farther uncertain expeQation. I have therefore 
ſent off this expreſs, with orders to make all poſſible diſ- 
patch. It is my moſt earneſt requeſt that he may be re- 
turned with all poſlible -expedition, unleſs the honourable 
Congreſs have already forwarded what is ſo indiſpenſably 

neceſlary. 
I have the honeur to bc, &c. G.W. 


Vor. J; | D ; Camp 
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SIR, Camp at Cambridge, Sept. 30, T7 15. 

THE reverend Mr. Kirkland, the beare: of this, 
having been introduced to the honourable Congreſs, can need 
no particular recommendation from me. But as he now 
wiſhes to have the affairs of his miſhon and public employ 
put upon ſome ſuitable footing, I cannot but intimate my 
ſenſe of the importance of his ftation, and the great advan- 
tages which have and may reſult to the United Colonies, 
from his ſituation being made reſpeQable. 

All accounts agree that much of the favourable diſpoſi- 
tion ſhewn by the Indians, may be aſcribed to his labour 
and influence. He has accompanied a chief of the Oneidas 
to this canip, which I have endeayoured to make agreeable 
to him, both by civility and ſome ſmall prefents. Mr. 
Kirkland being alſo in ſome neceſſity for money to bear his 
travelling charges and other expenſes, I have fopplied him 
with thirty-two pounds lawful money. | 

I cannot but congratulate the honourable Congreſs on 
the happytemper of the Canadians and Indians, our accounts 
of which are now fully confirmed by ſome intercepted let- 
ters from officers in Canada, to general Gage and others in 
Boſton, which were found on board the veſlel lately taken, 
going into Boſton with a donation of cattle and other freſh 
proviſtons for the miniſterial army, | 
| TI have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


SIR, Camp at Cambridge, OR. 5, 1775- 
' I WAS honoured with your fayour of the -twenty- 
Gxth ultimo, late the night before laſt; and a meeting of the 
general officers having been called upon a buſineſs which 
will make a conſiderable part of this letter, 1 took the op- 
portunity of laying before them thoſe parts of yours which 
reſpect the continuance and new-modelling of the army, the 
fuel, clothing, and other preparations for the enſuing winter. 
They have taken two or three days to conſider ; and, as 
ſoon as I am poſſeſſed of their opinions, I ſhall loſe no time 
in tranſmitting the reſult, not only on the above ſubjects, 
but the number of troops neceſſary to be kept up, — 
ve 
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' Thave alſo dire&ed the commiſſary-general and the -_ 
ter-maſter-general to prepare eſtimates of the expenſe of 
their departments for a certain given number of men, from 
which a judgment may be made, when the. number of men 
to be kept in pay is determined :—all which I ſhall do my- 
ſelf the honour to lay before tke Congreſs, as ſoon as they 
are ready. 

I have now a painful though a neceſſary duty to perform, 
reſpeting door Church, .direQor-general of the hoſpital. 
About aweek ago, Mr. ſecretary Ward,of Providence, ſent, 
up to me one Wainwood, an inhabitant of Newport, with 
a. letter direted to major Cane, in Boſton, in [ occult] char- 
aRers, which he ſaid had been left- with Wainwood, ſome 
time ago, by a woman who was kept by door Church, - She 
had before prefſed Wainwood to take her to captain Wal- 
Jace, Mr. Dudley the colleor,,or George Rome ; which 
he declined. She then gave him. the letter, with a ſtri& * 
charge to deliver it to either of thoſe gentlemen. He, ſuſ- 
poting ſome improper correſpondence, kept the letter, and . 
after ſome time opened it ; but not being able to. read it, 
laid it up, where i remained until he received an obſcure 
letter from the woman, expreſling an anxiety after the orig- 
inal letter. He then communicated the whole matter to 
Mr. Ward, who ſent him up with the papers to me. lim- 
mediately ſecured the woman : but for a long time ſhe was 
proof againſt every threat and perſuaſion to diſcover the au- 
thor. However, at length ſhe was brought to a confeſhon, 
and named door Church. I then immediately ſecured him 
and all his papers. Upon his firſt examination, he read:ly 
acknowledged the letter, ſaid it was deſigned for his brother 
Fleming, and, when deciphered, would be found to contain 
nothing criminal. He acknowledged his never havingcom- 
municated the correſpondence to any perſon here but the 
girl, and made many proteſtations of the purity of his inten= 
tions. Having found a perſon capable of deciphering the 
letter, 1 in the mean time. had all his papers ſearched, but 
tound nothing criminal among, them : but it appeared on 
inquiry, that a confidant had been among the papers before 
my meſſenger arrived. I then called the. general officers 
together for their advice, the reſult of which you will find 
in the igcloſure, N? 1. 'The deciphered letter is the + ck 

ures, 
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ſure, N? 2. The army and country are exceedingly -1rri- 
tated : and upon a free diſcuſhon of the nature, circum- 
ſtances, and conſequence of this matter, it has: been unani- 
mouſly agreed to lay it before the honourable Congreſs for 
their ſpecial advice and direQtion ; at the fame time ſug- 
geſting to their conſideration, whether an alteration of the 
twenty-eighth article of war may not be neceſſary. 

As I ſhall referve all farther remarks epon the-ſtate of 
the army till my next, I ſhall now beg leave to requeit the 
determination of Congrels, as-to the property and difpcſil 
of ſach veſſels and cargoes as are deſigned for the ſupply cf 
the enemy, and. may fall into our hands: 'There has been 
an event of this kind at Portſmouth, (as by the incloſure,. 
N® 3) in which I have direQed the cargo to be brought: 
hither for the uſe of the army, reſerving the ſettlement of: 
any claims. of capture to the decifion of Congreſs. | 

As there are many unfortunate individuals whoſe 
rty has been confiſcated by the enemy, I would humbly 
geſt to the conſideration of Congreſs the humanity of ap- 
plying, in part or in the whole, ſuch captures to-the relief of 
thoſe ſufferers, after compenſating any expenſe of the cap- 
tors, and for their activity and ſpirit. I am the more in- 
duced to requeſt this determination may be ſpeedy, as I have 
direCted three veſſels to be equipped in order to cut off the 
ſupplies ; and from the number of veſſels hourly arriving, it 
may become an obje& of ſome importance. In the diſpo+ 
fal of theſe captures, for the encouragement of the officers 
and men, I have allowed them one third of the cargoes, 
except military ſtores, which, with the veſſels, are to be 
reſerved for the public uſe. I hope my plan, as well as 
the execution, will be favoured with the approbation cf. 
Congreſs. | 

One Mr. Fiſk, an intelligent perſon, came out of Boſton 
on the third inſt. and gives us the following advices :—that 
2 fleet, conſiſting of a fixty-four, and twenty-gun fhip, two 
"floops of eighteen guns, and two tranſports with fix bhun- 
dred men, were to fail from Boſton as yeiterday ; that they 
took on board two mortars, four howitzers, and other arti!- 
ery calculated for the bombardment of a town ;—their del- 
tination was kept a profound fecret ;—that an expreſs ſloop 
of war, which left England the eighth of Auguſt, wo 

| @ur 
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; four days ago:;z—that general Gag oe 1s recalled; aud laſt Suns | 


day rel:gned his command: to, general Howe ;—that lord. 
Percey, colonel Smith, and other officers who were at Lex+. 
ington, are ordered home with Gage. ;— that ſix ſhips of 
the line and two cutters were coming out. under. Sir eter 
Dennis ;—that five regiments and a thouſand marines ace. 
ordered-out, and may be expeted.in three or. four weeks :. 
—no ptoſpe&t of. accommodation, ;- but the miniſtry deter- 
mined-to puſh» the war to the utmoſt. 

] have an expreſs from colonel Arnold, and herewith. 
ſend a copy of his letter: and an incloſure, ND 4 and 5 
L am happy in-fiading he meets with no diſcouragement.. 

The claim of the rifle officers, to. be independent of all the. 
ſuperior officers except colonel Arnold, is: without any 
c9untenance or authority from me, as I have ſignified, i in 
my laft diſpatch both to colonel Arnold and captain Mor- 
gan. '['he-captain- of the brig from Quebec for Boſton in- 
torms me that-there is no ſuſpicion of any ſuch expedition ;, 
and that, 1f Carleton is not drove from St. John's, lo as to, 
be obliged: to throw, himſelf into Quebec, it muſt fall into. 
our hands, as it is left without a regular ſoldier, and many 
of the inhabitants are mo{t fayourably diſpoſed to the. 
American cauſe ;—and that there is the largeſt ſtock of! 
ammunition eyer collected in America. | 

In the above veſlel ſom2 letters were allo fourd, from. 
an officer at Quebec, to general Gage and major Sheriff 
| at Boſton, containing ſuch an account of the temper of the 
Canadians, as:cannot, but afford the higheſt ſatisfaction. IL 
have thoupht it beſt to forward them : they. are the in- 
cloſures, N? 6 and 7. 


L am, with. the greateſt reſye&, 8&c, G.. W.. 
SIR, Camp. at Curcbridgg, 08, 12, 17.75. 


I AM honoured with your: ſeveral fayours of the 
twenty-{ixth and thirtieth of September, and fifth of Oao- 

| ber, the contents of which I ſhall beg leave to notice. in- 
ther reſpective order.. } 
Previous to the dire&tion of Congrels to conſult the gen-- 
eral officers on the beſt mode of continuing and providing 
D 2 for 
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for the army during the winter, I had defired them to turn: 
their thoughts upon theſe ſubjes, and to favour me with» - 
the reſult, by a particular day, in writing. In this inter- 
val, the' appointment of door Franklin, Mr. Lynch, and: 
colonel Harriſon, was communicated, —an event which has- 
given me the higheſt ſatisfaftion, as the fubje&t was too- 
weiphty and complex for a diſcufſion by letter. This ap-' - 
pointment made any concluſion here unneceſlary, as-it_is'not 
probable any ſuch arrangement would be agreed on, as: 
would not be altered in fome reſpe&s, upon a fulland free 
conference. 'This good effe& will-arife from the ſtep al-. 
ready taken, that every officer will be prepared to give'his 
ſentiments upon theſe important ſubjeQts. mY 
'Fhe eſtimates of the commiſſary- and quarter-maſtex-. 
general-I have now the honour of inclofingi - 'The. firſt is: 
N® r, the other N* 2. * TS ISOPS L530 055 2060 Val 
With reſpet to the reduQtion of the pay of the men,, 
which may enter into the conſideration of their ſupport, 
it 13 the unanimous opinion of-the general officers, that it: 
cannot be touched with fafety at prefent, *® *# *®_ 

. Upon the preſumption of there being-a vacancy in the: 
dire&iba of the hoſpital, lieutenant-colone] Hand, former- 
Iy a furgeon in the eighteenth regiment, or royal Iriſh, and 
doQor Foſter, late of Charleſtowa, and one- of the ſurgeons: 
of the hoſpital under door Church, are candidates for that 
oftice. I do not pretend to be acquainted with their re- 
ſpeRive merits, and therefore have given them-no farther 
expettation, than that they ſhould be mentioned as candi- 
dates for the department. I therefore need only to add 
upon this ſubje, that the affairs of the hoſpital .require 
that the appointment ſhould be made as ſoon as poſſible. 

Before I was honoured with your favour of the fifth in- 
ſtant, I had given orders for the equipment of ſome armed 
veſſels, to intercept the enemy's ſupplies of proviſions and 
ammunition. One of them was on a cruiſe between Cape 
Anne and Cape Cod, when the exprefs arrived. 'The 
others will be fit for the ſea in a few days, under the com- 
mand of officers of the continental army, who were well 
recommended, as perſons acquainted with the ſea, and capa- 
ble of ſuch a ſervice. 'Two of theſe will be immediately 
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diſpatched on this- duty, and every- particular, mentioned{ 
in your favour of the {iſth inſtant, literally complied. with- 

Chat the honourable” Congreſs may have a more com- 
plete idea-of the'plan-on which theſe veſſels are equipped; 
E incloſe a copy of the inſtruftions grren- to the: captains* 
now out (N? 4): "Lheſe, with-the additional inſtruQtion- 
direted, will be' given- to-the captains who go. into the- 
mouth of St. Laurence's river. As both officers and men- 
molt cheerfully engage 11> the ſervice on the terms men- 
tioned in theſe inftruQtions, I fear that the propoſed in- - 
creaſe will create ſome difficulty, by making a difference- 

2tween men engaged on ſimilar ſervice; .  T have therefore- 
not yet. communicated this part of: the plan, but reſerved* 
an extra bounty as a reward for extraordinary - activity.” 
There are no armed veſſels in this province ; and governor : 
Cooke informs me the enterpriſe - car+ receive no afliſtance- 
from him, as one of the armed veſſels of Rhode-lfland is- 
on a long cruiſe, and the- other- unfit for the ſervice, 
Nothing ſhall be omitted to ſecure facceſs. A fortunate ' 
capture of: an ordnance ſhip- would give new life to the* 
camp z and an immediate turn to the iſſue of this campaign. - 

Our laſt accounts: from-colonet Arnold are very favour- 
able : he was proceeding with all expedition ; and I flatter - 
myſelf (making all allowances) he will be at Quebec the” 
twentieth inſtant, where'a gentleman from Canada (Mr. 
* * *) aſſures me he wilt meet with-no refiſtance. 

In the quarter-maſter's eftimate, there are ſome .arti- 
cles omitted, of whicte he informs me be cannot pretend* 
to furniſh a- computation; —1ech as: cartage, tools, &c. for* 
which ſome general allowance muſt be made: | 

From the various accounts received from Europe, there- 
may be reaſon to expe troops will be landed at New- - 
York, or ſome other- nuddle colony. I ſhould be glad to 
know the pleaſure of-the Congreſs, whether, upon ſuch an- 
event, it would be expected that a part of this army ſhould 
be detached, or the internal force of ſuch colony and its: 
neighbourhood be deemed- ſufficient ; or whether, in ſuch 
caſe, I am to wait the' particular direion of Congreſs. 

The- fleet, mentioned in my laſt, has been ſeen ſtanding: 
N. N. E. ; fo that we apprehend it is-ivtended' for ſome 

part” 
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| pe of thes province, or. New- Hawplbire, or poſſibly Ques- 


"The wry and beſt accounts we ave from the enemy 
gr that they. are engaged (iv their-new work acrols the. 
outh. end of Boſton, preparing. their barracks, &c. for win- 
ter :=—that it is: propoſed | to keep from five hundred; to a: 
thouſand men. 00 Bunker's hill all-winter, who are to be. 
icheved once a week ;—the reit tobe drawn into Boſton. 

A perſon who has lately\been afervant to rakjor-Conclly: 
a tool of .lord' Danmore!s) has given an account of a. 

cheme to diſtreſs the-ſourhern qwrovinces, which appeareds 
to. me- of ſufficient conicquence to be unmediately trapituit- 
trd, , I have thetefore: gat it atteſted, and do myſelf the 
hongur of iaclolipg ity N28. 

The new. levies from Conac Qicut, have lately marched 
ato .camp,, and'ars; + body. of- as-good troops as any we! 
have: 19 that we have now: the Jame ſtrength as before: 
the detachment made under colonel Arnold. | 

L am, with the moſt reſpc&ful ſentiments to the honours 
able Congreſs, and: yourſelt, Sits your malt ey &C«: 

m1 VW.. 


- 


gl R, [40 | Comp af Combiidee, Os, 14; 1775: 
MY conjeciure of the deſtination of the late ſquadron- 
from Boſton, in my laſt, bas been unhappily verified by an: 
outrage, exceeding, in barbarity and cruelty, every hoſtile 
a& praQtiſed among civilized nations: I have inclofed the: 
account given me by Mr. Jones, a gentleman of the town: 
of Falmouth, of the deſtruction of that, increaſing and flour- 
iſhing village. He is a very great ſufferer, and-informs me 
that the; time allowed for the remoyal of efte&s was;{b ſmall,. 
that valuable property of all kinds, and to a great amount, 
has been deſtroyed. The orders ſhewn by the captain for. 
this horrid procedure (by. which it appears the ſame deſo- 
lation is meditated: upon all the towps on the coaſt) made it; 
my, duty to commanicate it as quickly and: extenfively. as 
poſhble. Ag Portſmouth was the next place to which. 
he propoſed to go, general Sullivan was permitted to-go- 
up, and- give them. his aſſiſtance and advice to ward off 
the blow. I flatter myſelf the like eyent will not happen: 
there, 


% 
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there, as they have a fortification of ſome ſtrength, and; 
a.veſſel has arrived at a place called . Sheepſcotz. with: fif- 
teen hundred pounds of powder.. - 

The gentlemen of the Congreſs have nearly finiſhed'their; _ 
buſineſs: but. as they write by this. opportunity, I myſt 
beg leave to'refer yow to their. letter, for. what eoncerns 
their commiſſion. | 

We have had no oecurrence of any conſequence in the 
camp ſince I had the honour of addreſſing. you laſt-; but. 
expe&t.every hour to hear that Newport has ſhared the fate. 

W of unhappy Falmouth: | 
I. have the honour to be, &c.- G. W.- 


L—m—_—CC 


3IR, Camp at Cambridge, Ofte. 30, 1795s- 
THE information; which: the: gentlemen who have. 
lately gene from hence cam-give the Congreſs, of the ſtate 
and ſituation of: the army, would have made a letter un- 
neceſſary, if I did not ſuppoſe there would be ſome anxiety: 
to know the intentions of the army on the ſubject of the. 
re-enliſtment. 
Agpreeably to the advice of thoſe gentlemen,. and' my 
own opinion, I immediately began. by dire&my” all ſuch: 
officers as propoitd' to continue, to-fignify- their intentions 
as ſoon as poſible. A. preat number: of the returns are 
come in, from which I find that'a very great proportion 
of the officers of the. rank of* captains, and under, will 
retire ;—from preſent appearances, I may ſay, half, —but, 
at Jeaſt, one third. It is with ſome concern. alſo that L 
oblerye, that many of the officers who retire diſcourage 
the continuance of the men, and, I fear, will communicate 
the infeQtion to them. Some have adviſed, that thoſe of- 
ficers. who decline the ſervice ſhould be immediately dif- 
miſled : but this. would be very dangerous: and inconve- 
ment, I confeſs. I have great anxieties' upon: the ſubject, . 
though I ſtill hope the pay and terms-are {o advantageous, 
that intereſt, and I hope alfo a regard to their: country, 
will retain a greater proportion of the privates than their 
officers. In fo important a matter, 1 ſhall eſteem it my 
| wdiipenſable duty, not only to a& with all: poſſible pru- 
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dence, but to give the moſt early and conſtant advice of 
my progreſs. | | 

A ſupply of clothing,. equal to' our neceſſities, would 
greatly contribute to: the encouragement and fatisfaQtion of 
the men. In every point of: view, it is ſo important, that 
E beg leave to call the attention of the Congreſs to it in a 
particular manner. = 

A ſergeant has juſt come in from Bunker's-hill, but 
brings no umportant news. 

I have the. honour to be, '&c. G. W. 


3 _— Cambridge, Nov. 2%, 1775. 
I COULD not ſuffer Mr. Randolph to quit this 
eamp without bearing ſome teſtimony of my duty to the 
Congreſs ; although his ſudden departure (occafioned by 
the death of his worthy relative, whoſe loſs, as a good cit- iſ 
zzen and valuable member of: ſociety,. is much to be re- iſ 
gretted) does not allow me time to be particular. 

- 'The incloſed return ſhews, at one view, what reliance 


we have upon the officers of this army, and how deficient 


| we are like to be in ſubaltern- officers. A few days more 
will enable me to-inform the Congreſs what they: have t6 


expe frone the ſoldiery, as I ſhall iſſue recruiting orders 
for this purpoſe ſo. ſoon as the officers are appointed,— 
which will be done this day, having ſent for the general 
officers, to conſult them in the choice. 

I muſt beg leave to recall the attention of the Congreſs 
to the appointment of a brigadier-general,—an officer as iſ 
neceſſary to a brigade as a colonel is to a regiment, and i 
will be exceedingly wanted in the new arrangement. . 

The proclamations: and affociation, herewith incloſed, 
came to my hands on Monday laſt. I thought it my duty 
to ſend them to you. Nothing of moment has happened 


' fince my laſt. 


With reſpeQful compliments to-the members of: Con- 
greſs, I baye the honour to be, &c. G. W. 
Cambridgty 
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SIR, | Cambridge, Nov. $, 1775- 
/ THE immediate occaſion of my giving the Congreſs 
the trouble of 4 letter at this time is to inform them, that, 
in conſequence of their order Ggnified in your letter of the 
twentieth ultimo, I laid myſelf under a folemn tie of ſecre- 
cy to captain M*Pherſon, and' proceeded to examine his 
plan for the deſtruQtion of the fleet in the harbour of Boſ- 
ton, with all that care and attention which the importance 
of it deſerved, and my judgment-could lead to. But not be- 
© ing happy enough to coincide in opinion withthat-gentleman, 
and finding that his ſcheme would involve greater expenſe, 
than (under my-dowbts of its ſucceſs) I thought myſelf juſti- 
fied in giving in to, I prevailed upon him to communicate his | 
plan to three gentlemen of the artillery in this army, well x 
acquainted in the knowledge and practice of gunnery. - By i 
them he has been convinced, that, inaſmuch as he ſet out Wi 
upon wrong principles, the ſcheme would prove abortive. 
Unwilling however to relinquiſh his favourite projet of re- 
ducing the naval force of Great-Britain, he is very deſirous 
of building a-number of row-gallies for this purpoſe. But as 
the Congreſs alone are competent to the adoption of this 
meaſure, I have adviſed him (although he offered to go on 
with the building of them at his own expenſe, till the Con- 
greſs ſhould decide) to repair immediately to Philadelphia KH 
with his propoſals ; where, if they ſhould be agreed to, or ' 
veſſels of ſuperior force, agreeably to the wiſhes of moſt " 
others, ſhould be reſolved on, he may ſet inſtantly about q 
them, with all the materials upon the ſpot :—here, they mn 
are to collet. To him therefore I refer for further in- CL 
formation on this head. | - 

A veſſel, ſaid to be from Philadelphia and bound: to Boſ- 
ton, with a hundred and twenty pipes of wine (a hundred 
and eighteen of which are ſecured) {tranded at a place called 
Eaſtham, in a gale of wind on the ſecond inſtant :—another 
from Boſton to Halifax, with dry goods, &c. (amounting, 
per invoice, to about two hundred and forty pounds lawful) 
got diſabled in the fame gale, near Beverly. "Theſe car- 
goes, with the papers, I have ordered to this place, —the 
veſſels to be taken care of till further orders. I have alſo a 
a account of the taking of a wood-{loop bound to gw" Wl 
an 'Þ 
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and carried into Portſmouth by one of our armed veſſck;\ 
—particuars not yet come to hand ;—and this inſtant, offi 
wo” others, from Nova-Scotia to Boſton, with hay, wood iſ 
live ſtock,'&c. by another of our ;armed-ſchooners. Theſe 
.are in Plymouth. | : 
'Theſe accidents and captures-point out-the neceſſity off 
eſtabliſhing proper courts without loſs of time, for the de. 
.ctfion of property, and the legality of ſeizures ; | otherwil WY t« 
1 may be involved in inextricable difficulties. y 
Our priſoners, by the reduction of Fort Chamblee: (oi t 
which happy event I moſt-{incerely congratulate the Con-Will þ: 
grels) being conſiderably. augmented, and: likely to be in c: 
creaſed, I-{ubmit it to the wiſdom of Congreſs,” whether 1 
ſome convenient inland towns, remote.from the poſt roads | 01 
ought not to. be afhigned them ; the manner of their treat- 
ment, ſubſiſtence, &c. defined ; and a commiſſary or agent -to 
appointed, to-:ſee that juſtice is-done both to'them-and the BW p! 
-public, proper accounts :reridered,. &c. Without a model a 
'of this-ſort is:adopted, I fear there will be .ſad - confuſion n; 
hereafter, as there are great complaints at preſent. tc 
1 reckoned without my hoſt, when I informed the Con-WWF nm 
greſs in my laſt, that I ſhould in a-day-er two'be.able to 
acquaint them of the-diſpofition of .the ſoldiery towards 1 
new enliſtment. I have been in. conſultation with the gen-Wf -. 
erals of this army ever ſince Thurſday laſt, endeavouring 
to eftabliſh new corps of officers ; but-find ſo many doubts 
and difficulties to reconcile, that I cannot ſay when they are 
20 end, or what may-be the conlequences ; as there appear il « 
t0 be ſuch-an unwillingneſs in the officers of one govern- 
ment-mixing in the ſame regiment with thoſe. of another; 
and, without it, many muſt be diſmifſed-who are willing to [. 
ſerve, notwithſtanding we are deficient on the whole. : 


The council of officers are unanimouſly of opinion tha 
the command of the artillery ſhould no longer continue wi .. 
colone} * * *; and knowing of no perſon better qua ., 
ified to ſupply his place, or whoſe appointment will gil _ 
more general fatisfaQtion, have taken the liberty of recom _ 
mending Henry Knox, eſquire, to the conſtderation oi | 
Cangreſs, thinking it indiſpenſably neceflary at the ſam? 
time that this regiment ſhould conſiſt of two lieutenant-co _ 


onels, two majors, and twelve companies, agreeably to the 


pla V, 
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plan and eſtimate handed in j\ which, differing from the'laſt _ 
eſtabliſhment, 1-ſhould be.glad to'be inſtructed on. - ; 
The commiſlary-general not: being returned, will apolp- 
gize, I hope,:for my ſilence reſpe&ing a requiſition of the 
expenſe of -his clerks, &c. which 1-was to have obtained 
together with others, and forwarded. | Fil 
'E have heard nothing:of colonel Arnold Gince the thir- 
eenth ultimo. Hais-letter of, and:journal to, that date, will 
convey-all the »information 1. am able to give of him. , 1 
think he-muſt be in Quebec. If any miſchance had hap- 
pened to him, he would, as directed, have. forwarded. an 
expreſs. No account yet of the armed veſſels ſent to St. 
Laurence. I think they:will meet the ſtores inward or 
outward bound. _ - 
Captain Symons, in the Cerberus lately ſent from Boſton 
to.Falmouth, hath publiſhed the incloſed declaration at that 
place 3 and it 1s ſuſpeRed he-intends to make-ſome kind of 
a lodgment there, I wrote immediately to colonel Fin- 
nie of this army, who went up there upon: the laſt alarm. 
to {pirit-up the people and oppoſe it at all events. Fal- 
mouth 1s about a hundred and thirty miles from this camp. 
I have the honourto' be, &c. 1 | 1s Wh 


P.S. I ſend a general return of the troops, and mani- 
tefts of the cargoes and veſſels taken at Plymouth. FR 


- 
C 
% 


SIR, | (Cambridee, Nov. 11, 1575. 
* * * INCLOSED yon have a copy of an a, paſſed 
tins ſeſſion, by the honourable council and houſe of repre- 


ſentatives of this province. It reſpe@ts ſuch captures as may _- 


be-made by veflels fitted out by the province; or by individ- 
vals thereof. | A's the armed veſſels, fitted out at the con- 
tinental-expenſe, do'not come under this Jaw, I would have 
t ſubmitted to the conſideration of Conpreſs, to point out a 
more ſummary 'way of proceeding, to determine the prop- 
erty and mode*of condemnation of ſuch. prizes as have 
been or hereafter may be tnade, than is ſpecified in this act. 

Should not a court be cſtabliſhed by authoriry of Con- 
preſs, to take cognizance of prizes made by the continental 
veſſels ? Whatever the mode is which they are pleaſed to 
Vor. I. os adopt, 
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adopt, there is an abſolute neceſhty of its being ſpeedily-de..- 
termined on : for I cannot ſpare time from military affairs, 
to- give proper attentian; to.theſe. matters. 

'Fhe inhabitants of -Plymquth have taken a ſloop, laden 
with proviſions, &c.. from Halifax, bound to Boſton : ang- 
the inhabitants of Bevetly. have, under cover of one of the. 
armed ſchooners, taken a veſle} from Ireland; laden with 
beef; pork, butter, &c. for. the. ſame _ Phe latter 
brings papers-and/Jetters of a very. intereſting nature, which 
are in the hands of the honourable council, who informed 
me. they. will tranſmit, them. to. you by this .conveyance, 
To the contents of theſe: papers and letters I muſt'bep leave 
to.refer. you and: the honourable Congreſs, who wilt now 
ſee the abſolute neceſſity there is of exerting all their wif- 
dom, to. withſtand the mighty efforts 'of our enemies. 

The trouble I have inthe arrangeraent of the army is real- 
ly .inconceivable. Many of the. officers ſent-in their names 
to ſerve, in expeQation of promotion : others ſtood aloof 
* *,*, whilſt a number who had declined have again ſent 
in their names to ſerve. So great has the confuſion, ariſ- 
ing from theſe and many other- perplexing circumſtances, 
been, that I found it abſojutely-impoſſhble to fix this very-in- 
terelting buſineſs exaQly on. the-plan reſolved on;in the con- 
ference, though. I haye kept up to the ſpirit, as near as the. 
pature and neceſhty of the caſe would admit of : the difficul- 
$y with the ſoldiers is as fret indeed more fo, if poſlible, 
than with the officers. - 'They will not enliſt, until they 
know their colonel, lientenant colonel, major, captain, &c, ; 
ſo that it.was neceſſary to fix the officers the firſt-thing ; 
which is, at laſt, in ſors manner done,; and I baye given 
out enliſting orders, 

You, Sir, can, much. eafer. judge, than I can expreſs, 
the anxiety of mind. I muſt labqur under on the occaſion, 
eſpecially at. this tune, when we. may. expe& the enemy . 
will begin to a& on the, arrival of their reinforcement, 
part . of which is already. cone, and the remainder daily 
dropping in. Y 

I haye other diftrefſes of a very alarming natyrs. The 


you, Sir, I cannot place. a proper. confidence in them. 
Our powder is. waſting faſt, notwithſtanding the, ſtrieſt 
. CaICy, 


| 
arms of our ſoldiery are ſo. exceeding bad, that I affure 
{ 
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' care, econoniy and attention are paid to-it. The Tong 
ſeries of wet weather we have had, renders the- greater 
part of what has/been feryed-out to the men of vo ule, 
Yeſterday I had a proof'of it, .as a party of -the enendy, 
about four or. fiye hundred, taking the adyantage 'of a\ high 
tide, landed at 'Leechmore's point : we wete-- afarrhed, 
and of courſe' ordered every man to examine his-cartouch- 
box, when | the melancholy truth appeared 3 and we -were 
obliged to furniſh the OR part of them: with freſh am- 
_ mumition. 

The damage done at | the point was the. taking. of a 
man who watched a few horſes and' cows : tet of the lat- 
ter they carried off, Colonet} Thompfon marched down 
with his regiment of riftemen, and was joined by colone} 
Woodbridge, with a part of his and a E aan of Patterſon's 
regiment, who gallantly waded 'tlirough the water, and 
ſoon obliged the: enemy 7 fo embark/gnder cover of a mun- 
of-war, « floating battery, and the :fire of a battery on 
Charleſtown neck. We have two of our men dauyergufly 
wounded-by grape-ſhot from 'thke- man-of-war 3 and, "by a 
flag fent out this day, we __ RR ag ue ſt two 
of their men. © | 

I have the hover to be, ""Y 'G. W, 


SIR, >; 1 Gemnleddge, Newi:29,£775. 

I RECE LIVED your RL of the ſeventvand tenth 
in{tant, with the les of 'the honourable. Congreſs, to 
which I will pay all due attention. As ſoon. as two ca- 
pable perſons'can be found, I will difpatch them to Nova- 
Scotia, on the ſervice refolved on in Congreſs. 

The refolve to raife two- battalions Wir marines will (if 
practicable in this army) entirely derange what has been 
done. It is therein mentioned, '** one colonel .for the 
two battalions :?—of courſe, a colonel muſt be diſmiſſed. 
One of the many difficulties which atterided the new ar- 
rangement, was in reconciling the different intereſts, and 
judging of the merits of the different colonels. In the 
diſmiſhon of this one, the fame difficulties will occur. 
Phe officers and men mult be acquainted with _ 

affairs ; 
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- affairs 3 to comply with which, they muſt: be picked: out 


. of the whole army,—one from this corps,' one from: an- 
. ether, —ſo as to break through the. whole ſyſtem, which 
; has coſt us ſo much time, anxiety and pains, to-bring into 
any. tolerable form. Notwithftanding | any difficulties 
_ which will arife, you may be: affured, 'Sir, that-I will uſe 
every endeavour to comply with- their refolve. 


_ .E beg leave to fubmit-it to the confideration of Con- 
preſs (if theſe two battalions can be formed out of this: 


army) whether this is a time to weaken our lines, by em- 
ploying-/any- of the: forces 'appointed_ to: defend them, on 
| any Other ſervice. » The gentlemen who were here i from 
the, Congreſs know: their: vaſt extent: they: muſt know 
| that we fſhalb have occaſion for our whole force for that 
purpele ; more ſo now than at-any paſt-time, as we may 
expect the enemy will take the advantage of the'firit hard 


weather, and attempt. to make an impreſton ſomewhere. 
. 'That this is their ev $0%Ss we have. "many reaſons to: 


fuſpeR. | 

We have had, i in ts laſt wee fx defortetel and took 
two/ ſtraggling priſoners. "They all agree that two compa- 
nies, with a train of artillery and one of the | regiments 
from Ireland, were arrived at Boſton. z—that freſh ammu- 


nition and flints have been ſerved out ;—that the grenadiers: 
and light-infaatry had orders to hold themſelves in readi- 


neſs at a moment's warning. 

As there is every appearance that this conteſt will not 
be ſoon decided, and of courſe that there mult be an aug- 

mentation of the continental armyz would /it not.beeligible 

. to raiſe; two. battalions of marines in New-York and. Phil- 

adelphia, where there muſt be numbers of ſailors now un- 

employed ?—This however is matter 'of opinion, which. [ 

mention with. all due defenatice to the ſuperior judgment 

. of the Congreſs. 

Incloſed yow have copies 7H two letters, —one from 


colonel Arnold, —the other from colonel, * * *, I can 


torm no judgment on the latter's. conduct, until I ſee bim. 


Notwithitanding the great defe&tion,: 1 do not deſpair of 
colonel Arnold's ſucceſs. He will have, in all probability, 


many more difthcultics to encounter than if he had been 
a fortnight ſooner ; as it is likely that governor COA 
Willy 
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will, with what forces he can colle& after the ſurrender of 
the reſt of Canada, throw himſelf into Quebec, and there - 
make his laſt effort. There is no late account from cap- 
tains Broughton and Sillman, ſent to the river St. Lau- 
rence. The other cruiſers have been chiefly confined to 
harbour, by the badneſs of the weather. The fame reaſon 
has cauſed preat delay in building of our barracks ; which, 
with a moſt mortifying ſcarcity of fire-wood, diſcourages 
the men from enliſting. 'The laſt, I am afraid, is an in- 
fuperable obſtacle. I have applied to the honourable houſe 
of repreſentatives of this province, who were pleaſed to ap- 
point a committee to negociate this buſineſs : and notwith- 
ſtanding all the pains they have and are taking, they find it 
impoſkble to ſupply our neceſſities. 'The want of a ſufficient 
number of teams I underſtand to be the chief impediment. 

I got returns this day from eleven colonels, of the num- 
bers enliſted in their regiments. The whole amount is nine 
hundred and fixty-ſix mem. There muſt be ſome other 
ſtimulus beſides love for their country, to make men fond 
of the ſervice. It would be a great encouragement, and 
no additional expenfe to the continent, were they to re- 
ceive pay for the months. of OKober and November ; alſo 
a month's pay advance. 'The preſent ſtate of the military 
cheſt will not admit of this. 'The fooner it is enabled to 
do ſo, the better. 

The commiſlary-general is daily expeed in camp. 1 
cannot ſend you the eſtimate of the clerks in his depart- 
ment, until he arrives. _ 4 

I fincerely congratulate you upon the ſucceſs of your 
arms, in the furrender of St. John's, which I hope is a 
happy preſage of the reduction of the reſt of Canada. 

I have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


SIR, Cambridge, November 28, 1775. 
I HAD the honour of writing to you on the nine- 
teenth inſtant, I have now to inform you that Henry 
Knox, eſquire, is gone to New-York, with orders to for- 
ward to this place what cannon and ordnance ſtores can 
be there procured. te; thence he will proceed to =. 
g -- - OoUas 
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eral Schuyler on the ſame buſineſs, as you will ſee by the 
incloſed copy of inſtructions which I have given him. It 
would give me much fatisfaQtion, that this gentleman or 
any other whom you may think qualifred, was appointed 
to the command of the artillery regiment. In my letter 
to you of the eighth inſtant, I have expreſfed myfelf fully 
on this ſubje&, which I beg leave to recommend to your 
immediate attention ; as the formation of that corps wil 


| be at a ſtand, until I am honoured with your inſtructions 


thereon, ©. #.'® . | 

There are two perſons engaged to go to Noya-Scotia, 
on the buſineſs recommended in your laft. By the beſt 
information we have fromr thence, the ſtores, &c. have been 
withdrawn ſome time. Should this not be the caſe, it is 
next to an impoſhbility to attempt any thing there, in-the 
prefent unſettled and precarious ſtate of the army. * * * 

From what I can colle@ by my inquiries amongſt the 
officers, it wilt be impoſſble to get the men to- enliſt for 
the continuance of the war ; which will be an inſuperabie 
obſtruction to the formation of the two battalions of ma- 
'TIines on the plan refolved on in Congreſs. As it can 
make no difference, I propoſe to- proceed on the new ar- 
rangement of the army, and, when completed; inquire out 
ſuch officers and men: as are beſt qualified for that ſervice, 
and endeayour to form theſe two battalions out of the whole. 
'This appears to me the beft method, and wilt, I hope, 
meet the approbation- of Congreſs. "i 

As it will be very dithcult for the men to work whe 
the hard froſt ſets in, I have thought it neceſſary (though 
of little uſe at preſent) to take poſſeſhon of Coble-hill, for 
the benefit of any future operations. It was effected, 
without the leaſt oppoſition from the enemy, the twenty- 
third inſtant. Their inaCivity on this occaſion is what [ 
cannot. account for ;—it 1s probable they are meditating a 
blow ſomewhere. 

About three hundred men, women and children of 
the poor inhabitants of Boſton, came out to Point-Shir- 
ley laſt Friday. They have brought their houſehold fur- 
niture, but are unprovided of every other neceſſary 6f 
life. I have recommended them to the attention of 'the 

committee 
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committce of the honourable. council of this-province; now 
ſitting at Watertown... . TT | | 
"Che number ealifted ſince my laſt are two thouſand four 
kundred and fifty men, *® ® ® ® Our ſituation is truly; 
alarming : and of this general Howe is well appriſed, it: 


bzing the common topic of converſation when the people 


left Boſton laſt Friday. No doubt, when he.is reinforced, . 
he will avail him{eM"cf the information. 


I am making the beſt diſpoſition I can for our defence. 


having thrown up, befides the work on Coble-hill, ſeveral: 
| redoubts, half moons, &c. along the bay : and I fear T 
fall be under the neceſlity of calling in the militia and: 
minute-men- of the country to my aſſkſtance :- I ſay, I fear 
it, —becauſe, by what I can learn from the officers in the 
army, belonging to this colony, it will be next to an im- 
poſhbility to-keep them under any degree of diſcipline, 
and that 1t will. be very difficult to prevail on them to re- 
main-a moment longer than they- chooſe themſelves. It. 
is a mortifying, reeCtion; to be reduced to this dilemma. 
There has been nothing wanting on my part, to infuſe a: 
proper ſpirit amongſt the officers, thatthey may exert their 
| infltence with: the foldiery, You fee, by a fortnighr's 
recruiting amongſt men with: arms-in their hands, how: 
little has: been-the ſucceſs. 


As.the ſmall-pox: is- now' in Boſton, I have uſed the 


precaution of prohibiting ſuch as- lately came out from 
coming near our camp. General Burgoyne, I am inform- 
ed, will ſoon embark for England. 1 think. the riſk too- 
great to write you by polt, whilſt it continues to paſs 
through New-York. Ir is certain that a poſt has been im- 
tercepted the beginning of Iaſt' month, as they ſent out 
ſeveral ' letters. from Boſton with the peſt-mark of Balti 
more on them. This goes by. captain Jokeph Blewer, who- 
promiſes to deliver it carefully unto you. | 

You doubtleſs will have heard, before this reaches, 
of general. Montgomery's having got poſſeſhon of Mon- 
treal, I congratulate you thereon. He has troubles with. 
tis troops, as well as I have. All I can learn of colonel 
Arnold is, that he is near Quebec. I hope Montgomery 
will be able- to- proceed. to his aſſiſtance. I ſhall be very 
uneaſy until I hear they are joined. | 

My 


ed 
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+ My beſt reſpects, attend the gentlemen in Congreſs: | 
lf ' and believe me, Sir, your moſt obedient, &c. F 
= - ; 


q 3IR, s | | Cambridge, Novem. 30, 1175, 
If I HAD the honour to write to you the twenty-eighth 
il ſtant, by captain Joſeph Blewer. Laſt evening I recciy- 
ll ed the agreeable account of the ſchooner Lee, commanded Þ 
Il by captain Manly, having taken and carried into Cape- if 
li Anne a large brigantine, bound from London to Boſton, 
laden with military ſtores, the inventory of which I hare i 
the pleafure to incloſe 2225 Cape-Aanne is a very open har- i 
bour, and acceſſible to large ſhips; which made me immedi 
_ ately ſend off colonel Glover and Mr. Palfrey, with orders if 
to raiſe the minute-men and militia of that part of the coun- 
try, to have the cargo landed withont loſs x7 pI and puard- 
| ed up to this camp. This, I hope, they will be able to effe&,, 
before it is known to the enemy what port ſhe is carried 
| into. 1 ſincerely congratulate you on this very great ac- 
I . quiſition ; and am, Sir, your moſt humble, &. G. W. 
i! Manly has alſo taken a floop in- the miniſterial ſervice ; 
| and captain Adams, in the ſchooner Warren, has taken 2 
fchooner laden with potatoes and turnips, bound to Boſton, 
and carried her into Portſmouth. 


| | * py 

SIR, | Cambridpe,. Dec. 4, T775: 

1 HAD the honour of writing to you the thirtieth 
vltimo, incloſing an inventory of the military ſtores taken 
on board the brig Nancy by captain Manly of the armed 
ſchooner Lee. I have now to inform you that he has 
fince ſent into Beverly a ſhip named the Concord, James 
Lowrie, maſter, from Greenock in Scotland, bound to 
Boſton. She has on board dry goods and coals, to the 
i! value of three thouſand fix hundred and fix pounds, nine 


| ſhillings and ſeven pence ſterling, ſhipped by Crawford, Way; 

if Anderſon, and Co. and conſigned to James Anderſon, Wth« 

8 merchant in Boſton. 1t is mentioned in the letters found Mt. 
| ol 
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en board, that this cargo was for the uſe of the army : but 
on a {trit. examination, I find-it 18-really the property ot 
the ſhippers and the perſon- to' whom. conſigned. Pray 
what is. to be done; with-tais ſhip and cargo? and what 
with the brigantine which brought the military. ſtores? —lt. 
was agreed, in the conference laſt October, © that all veſſels 
employed merely: as tranſports, and unarmed, with their creavs, . 
be ſet at liberty, upon giving ſecurity to return to Europe; but 
that this indulgence be not extended longer than till the. firſt of. 
April next.” Inthe {hippers letter, they mention : © You! 
muſt procure a certificate from the general and admiral; of 
the Concord's-being inthe gorerament ſervice, ſuch as-the 
Glaſgow, packct brought with-her, which was-of great ſer- 
vice, procured a liberty to arm her, which was refuſed us ;- 
alſo gave her 2 preference for ſome recxuts hat-went out 
in her.” In another*part of the letter, they fay : © Cap- 
tain Lowrie will deliver you the contrat for the coals ; we: 
gave it to him, as it perhaps might be of uſe, as a certificate - 
of his ſhip.being .employed in'the government ſervice.” 
Every letter on board. breathes nothing but enmity to tis 
country :. and a valt number of them there are. | 
It is ſome time fince. I recommended-to the Congreſs: 
that they would in{titote a court” for-the trial of-prizes made 
by the continental. armed veſſels; which I hope they have 
ere now taken into their-confideration :- othexwile I ſhould: 
again take 'the liberty, of urgiog, it in- the molt. preſhag: 
manner, COTTEES 3 | 
The cendutt of a great-turnber of the Connecticut troops : 
WJ has laid me under the neceſhty of calling in a body. of. tye. 
W ulitia, much ſooner than I apprehended there would be an: 
oceahot for. ſuch» {tep.- *I- was afratd foine time ago that 
W hey would incline to go-hame, when the time of their efi- 
W itment.expired. , 1 cailed-ypon-the officers of the ſeveral 
W eginients, to know: whether they could: prevail | on the 
W men to remain-until the: fir{t of January, oe- till a fuftkeicnt 
Winer of other -forces- could be raiſed. to ſupply their 
ace. I ſupyoſe they were-deceived themlelves : I know 
[tney deceived me by aſſurances that I need be under no 
gapprehenſion on that ſcore, fori the. men- would not leave 
the lines. Laſt Friday ſhewed how much they were mi{-- 
taken, as the major part of the troops of that colony weve. 
g2ing. 
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poing away with their arms and ammunition. - We hav '* 
\ however by threats, perſuaſion, and the a@ivity of the pex 3 2 
ple of the country who ſent back many of them that hue 
ſer out, prevailed upon the moſt part to ſtay. There arM 
about eighty of them miſſing. .< 

I have called in three thouſand men from this province; 
and general Sullivan, who lately returned from the pror. 
mce of New-Hampſhire, having informed me that a nun 
ber of men were there ready at the ſhorteſt notice, I har 
demanded two thouſand from that province. "Theſe tw 
. bodies, I expect, will be in by the tenth inſtant, to make 
up the deficiency of the ConneQicut-men whom I har 
!promiſed to diſmiſs on that day, as well as the numbeni 
to whom I was obliged to grant furtoughs before ani 
would enliit. As the ſame defeQion is much to be ap 
har ag when the time of the Maſſachuſetts-Bay, Nev 

ampſhire, and Rhode-Iſland forces is expired, I beg the 
attention of Congreſs to this important affair. '' + 1 

T am mformed that it has been the cuſtom of theſe prox 
wnces in the laſt war, for the legiſlative power to order & 
ery town to provide a'certain quota of men for the cat 
paign. - This or ſome other mode ſhould be-at preſent 
adopted, as I am fatisfed the men cannot be had withoilt 
This the Congreſs will pleaſe to take into their immeditt 
conſideration. My ſuſpicions on this head\I "ſhall ath 
communicate to the governors Trumbull ant Cooke, alh 
to the New-Hampſhire convention. 

The number enliſted in the laſt week are about thirteen 
hundred men. By this you ſee how ſlow this importatt 
work poes on, * * ® 

An expreſs is juſt come in'from general Schuyler, with 
ſetters from colonel Arnold and :general Montgomery 
copies of which I have the honour to inoloſe you. * Upon 
the whole, I think affairs carry = pleaſing aſpect in thi 
quarter. The reduQion of Quebec is an obje& of fſuci 
great importance, that I doubt not the Congreſs will gt 
every affiſtance in their power for the accompliſhing it thi 
winter. 

By the laſt accounts from the armed ſchooners ſent 
| the river St. Laurence, I fear we have but little to expel 


from them : they were falling ſhort of proyifion, and met 
| 21078 
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on- that they. would be obliged: to-return ;; which at this 
ime is particularly unfortunate, as, if they choſe a proper 
dition, all the veſlels coming down that river mult fall into | 
heir hands. The plague, trouble and vexation I have 
jad with the crews of all the armed veſſels, is inexpreſhble. 
do believe there is not on earth a more diſorderly ſet : 
yery time they come into port, we hear of nothing but 
utinous complaints. Manly's ſucceſs has lately, and but | 
ately, quieted his people. e crews of the Waſhington | 
nd Harriſon have aQuually deſerted them ; ſo that I have 
Sen under'the neceſſity of ordering the apent to lay: the 
atter up,. and get hands for the other on the beſt terms 
e could. 

The houſe oF repreſentatives and the honourable board 
ave ſent me a vote of theirs relative to the harbour of- 
WC ape-Cod, which you have herewith. I ſhall ſend an offi- 
cr thither to examine what can be done for its defence, 
Whough I do not think I ſhall be able to give them ſuch 
aſhiſtance as may be requiſite ; for I have at preſent neither 
nen, powder, nor cannon to ſpare. 'The great want of 
owder 1s' what the attention of Congreſs ſhould be partic- 
larly applied to. I dare not attempt any thing offenſive, 
Wet the temptation or advantage be never 7 oreat, as I have 
Wot more of that moſt effential article than will be abſo- 
Wutely neceflary to defend our lines, ſhould the enemy at- 
empt to attack them. 

By recent information from Boſton, general Howe is go- 
Ing to ſend out a number of the inhabitants, in order, 1t 1s 
Wh0nght, to make more room for his expected reinforce- 
ments. "There is one part of the information I can hardly 
ve credit to ;—a failor ſays that a number of thoſe com- 
"2 out have been inoculated, with defign of ſpreading 
Phe {mall-pox through this country and camp. I have 
ommunicated this to the genera} court ; and recommend- 
cd their attention thereto. ; 

They are arming one of the tranſports in Boſton, with 
hich they mean to decoy ſome of our armed veſſels. 
\s we are apprifed of their deſign, I hope they will be 
Wappointed. 
My beſtreſpetts wait on the gentlemen in Congreſs, and. 
1 2m, Sir, your molt humble, &c. G. W. 


P. 3, 


ſeventeenth and artillery are all that are yet come. Near 


E IR, : | Cambridge, WL. 7 oF 75. 


-fion, the province Heal, Ne, &c. As-the captains acted 
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-P. S. I was: mifionformed when-I mentioned that-ons il 
regiment had arrived at Boſton : a few companies of the 


three hundred perſons are landed on I vat-Sharkey from if 
Boſton. | F 


I WROTE you, the fourth inſtant, by .exprels, to 
which I beg you will be-referred. My fears, that Brough- 
ton and Sillman would-not effe&t any goed purpoſe, were 
too well founded. They are returned, and brought with 
them three of .the principal inhabitants from the iſland of W 
RN. John's. '* 7 f They brought the gozernor's commul- 


without any warrant forsſuch conduct, I have thought it 
but juſtice.to diſcharge theſe .gentlemen, whoſe families i 
-were left in the utmolt diſtreſs. 

1 am credibly informed that_James Anderſon, the-con- 
ſignee and part owner.of the ſhip Concord .and caryo, 1s 
not only unfriendly -to American liberty, hut aCually in 
arms againſt us,—being captain -of the Scotch company at 
Boſton. Whether your -being acquainted with this -cir- 
cumſtance, or-not, -will operate. againſt the veſſel and car- 
oo, I will not take upon me to ſay : (but there -are ma- 
ny articles on board, fo abſolutely nocelary for the ar- 
my, that, whether ſhe is -made.a prize -or .not, we mult | 
have them. | 

1 have .the honour to be, &c. :G. W. 


MIK:< Combridge, Decem, T1, 1775 
* * * "PTE numbers enliſted laſt week are men, 

Tf” they go on at this ſlow rate, it will be a long time be- 
fare this army 1s complete. I have wrote to the governors 
of Connecticut and Rhode-Iſland, alſo to the conven- 
tion of New-Hamptfhire, on this ſubjeQ. A copy of my 
Iater 10 them 1 have the honour to incloſe herewith, 
aA letter 
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A letter to the ſame purport I ſent to the legiſlature of 
this province. | 

The militia are coming- in faſt. IT am much pleaſed 
with the alacrity which the good people of this province, 
as well as thoſe of New-Hampſhire, have ſhewn upon this 
occaſion. ' 'I 'expeQ'the whole will be in this day and to- 
morrow, when what remains of the ConneCticut [ zroops, ] 
who have not enliſted, will have liberty to go to their fire- 
fdes. NR OS F 

The commiſſary-general is ſtill by his indiſpoſition de» 
tained from camp. - ' He committed an error, when mak- 
ing out the ration-liſt : for he was then ſerving out (and 
has continued ſo to do) fix ounces per man per week of 
butter, though it is not included in the liſt approved of 
by Congreſs. ' I do not think it would be expedient to 
put a {top thereto ; as every thing, that would have a 
tendency © give the ſoldiery room for complaint, muſt be 
avoided. 

The information I received that the enemy intended 
foreading the fmall-pox amongſt us, I could not ſuppoſe 
them capable of. I now muſt give ſome credit to it, as 
it has made its appearance on ſeveral of thoſe who laſt 
came out of Boſton. Every neceſſary precaution has been 
taken to prevent its being communicated to this army 3 
and the general court will take care that it does not ſpread 
through the country. 2, 

I have not heard that any more troops are arrived at 
Boſton ; which is a lucky circumſtance, as the ConneCticut 
troops, I now find, are for the moſt part gone off. The 
houſes in Boſton are leſſening every day : they are pulled 
down, either for fire-wood, or to prevent the effe&ts of 
fire, ſhould we attempt a bombardment or an attack upon 
the town. Coble-hill is ſtrongly fortified, without any 
interraption from the enemy, * * * This is-what at 
preſent occurs ; from, Sir, your moſt obedient, &c. 

G. W. 

P. S. 'The weekly returns of enliſtments not being yet 
received for more than ten regiments, amounting to ſeven 
hundred and twenty-five men, I cannot fill up the blank 
m this letter : but this, added to the former,* makes inthe 
whole five thouſand two hundred and fifty-three. | 
Vor. I, F Cambridgcy 
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SIR, Cambridge, Decem. 14, 1779. 

1 RECEIVED your favour of the ſecond inftant with 
the ſeveral reſolves of Congreſs therein incloſed. The re- 
folres relative to captures made by continental armed vef- 
ſels only want & court eſtabliſhed-for trial, to make them 
complete, This, I bope, will be ſoon dane, as I have Bi 
taken the hberty to wrge it often to the Copgreſs. = 
| I am ſomewhat at a loſs to know whether I am to raiſe 


| abe two battalions of marines here, or not. As the delay 
# can be attended with byt little inconvenience, 1 will ways 
a farther explanation from. Congreſs, befare I take apy 
 - AFfeeps therein. : 
I am much pleaſed that the mozey will be forwarded 
2 


with all poſhble expedition, as it is much wanting ; allo 
that Conolly and his affociates are taken. It bas been a 
| very fortupate diſcovery, I make no doubt but that: the 
| Congreſs will take every necefſary meaſure to diſpollels 
| — Jord Dunmore of his hold io Virginia : the ſooner fteps 
| are taken for that 4 ary the more probalulity there wil 
' be of their being effetual, *® * # 
| I will make application to general Howe, and propoſe 
| an exchange for Mr. Ethan Allen. I am much afraid 1 
ſhall have a like propoſal to make for captain Martindale, 
of the armed brigantine Waſhington, and his men, which, 
it 18 reported, was taken a f2w days palt by a man-of-waty 
and carried into Boſton, «We cannot expedt.to be always 
fucceſsful. 

You will doubtleſs hear of the .barbarity of captaio 
Wallace on Caonanicut ifland, ere this ,reaches your 
hands. 

About a hundred and fifty more of the poor inhabit- 
| ants are com? out of Bolton. 'Dhe ſmall-pox rages al 
over the town : ſuch of the military ag had it not before 
are now under ineculation. This, I apprehend, is a wear 
pon of defcnce they are ufjog againſt us. What confirms 
Mme in this opinion, 1s, that 1 have information that they 
are tcaring up the pavement, to be provided againſt a bony 
.bardment. 
| T wrote you this day by Mefirs. Pennel and De Pliar- 
nt, who will lay before he Congreſs, .0T a Committee therey 
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of, propoſals for furniſhing the continent with arms and 
ammunition. I refer you to themſelyes for further par». 
ticulars. 5 hood 

I hare the honour to be, 6&c. GO. W, 


EO TOPIPOT 


| Chelſea, Deem. 16; 1775, 
OBSERVATIONS @F THE DAY. 

LAST evening, eight men came in- a boat from 
Boſton, to our guard at the ferry,—lix of them captains 
of veſſels. They brought the following account : 

Yeſterday, one large mortar was carried over to-Bun- 
ker's hill :—the troops _ water, carrying. it on board 
the tranſports þ— carce,—not more than ſuffi- 
cient for fix weeks. One regiment of foot, and three 
companies of the light-horſe, Fx for Halifax. this day. 


Dorcheſter, Dec. 16, 1175, 
= Sailed out of Boſton harbour this morning, eight large 
= and two ſmall veſſels, taken to be oa, Mine their far» 
W ng, appeared'to be going. a*voyage out'th lea; 

Ur Joſhua Pico came laſt night from Boſton. He 
eonfirms the information that the regiment of foot, and 
ſome companies of light-horſe, were preparing to embark 
for Halifax. | 


> * UM Cambridge, Decem. 16, L775. 
THE information; contained in the above, coming 
ſo many different ways, corroborated by ſeveral velilels 
having ſailed this day- from Boſton, —LI thought it my 
duty to tranſmit it to you. "Though Halifax is the place 
fiven out-for their deſtination, 1t is pofitble they may be 
bound elſewhere. TI ſhall communicate this intelligence 
to governors Cooke and 'Trumbull, and to the-cotvention: - 
of New-York, for their government. 


I-remain, Sir, your-moſt obedient, &c. G. W. 
« Candida, 
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| SIR, | | _ Cambridge, Decem. 19, 1775, 
I CAPTAIN Manly, of the Lee armed ſchooner, 
h| took and ſent into Beverly. the ſloop Betſey, A. Atkinſon, 
maſter. She is an armed veſſel, diſpatched by lord Dun. 
more, with Indian corn, potatoes, and oats, for the army 
in Boſton. 'The packets of letters found on board, I 
have the honour to fend yow with this by captain James MW 
Chambers, they being of ſo much importance that I do 
not think it would be prudent to truſt them by a common: 
CxPpr eſs. a : | "in 
As lord Dunmore's ſchemes zve fully Iaid open in WM 
theſe letters, Þ need not point out to the Congreſs the IM 
neceſſity there is of a vigorous exertion being adopted by 
them, to diſpoſſeſs his lordſhip of the ſtrong hold he has i 
got in Virginia, I do not mean to diftate : but I am iſ 
ure they will pardon me for giving them freely my opin- 
30n, which is, that the fate of America a'good deal de- 
pends on his being obliged to evacuate Nortfolk. this win- 
ter, or not. | 
I have Kirkland well ſecured, and think I will ſend 
him to you for examination. By moſt of the letters 
relative to him, he is a dangerous fellow. John Stewart's 
letters and papers are of a very intereſting nature. Gov- 
ernor Tonyn's and many other letters from Auguſtine 
ſhew the weaknefs of the place ; at the ſame time, of what 
vaſt conſequence it would be for us to poſſeſs ourſelyes of 
it, and the great quantity of ammunition contained 1n the 
forts. Indeed theſe papers are of ſo great conſequence, 
that I think this but little inferior to any prize our famous 
Manly has taken. | 
We now work at our eaſe on Leechmore's hill. On 
diſcovering our party there yefterday morning, the ſhip 
which lay oppoſite began a cannonade, to which Mount 
Horam added ſome ſhells. One of our men was wound- 
ed. We fired a few ſhot from two eighteen pounders 
which are placed on Coble-hill, and ſoon obliged the ſhip 
to ſhift her ſtation. She now hes in the ferry-way : and, 
except a few ſhells from the mount in Boſton, (which 
do no execution) we have no interruption in proſecuting 
our works, which will io a very ſhort time be conm_ 
7 en 
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When that is done,—when we have powder to ſport - 
with, —I think, if the Congreſs reſolve on the eXecution 
of the propoſal made relative to the town of Boſton, it 
can be done. | 

I have ſent a letter in this day to general Howe, of 
which a copy goes herewith, My reaſon for pointing | 
out brigadier-general Prefcot as the obje& who is to ſuffer 
Mr. Allen's fate, 1s, that, by letters from general Schuy- 
ler, and copies of letters from general. On to 
Schuyler, I am given to underſtand that Preſcot is the 
cauſe of Allen's ſufferings. I thought it beſt to be dect- 
ſire on: the occaſion, as did the generals whom I conſulted 
thereon. | SER, | 

The returns of men enliſted ſince my-laſt amount to 
about eighteen. hundred, making.in the whole ſeyen thou- 
ſand one hundred and forty. 'The militia that are come 
in, both from this province and New-Hampſhire, are very 
fine-looking men, and go through their duty wath great 
alacrity. "Dhe diſpatch made, both by the people in march- 
ing and by. the legiſlative powers in complying with my 
requiſition, has given me infinite ſatisfation. 

Your letter of the eighth inſtant, with the explanatory 
reſolve reſpe&ing my calling forth the militia and minute- 
men, is come to hand ;. to which I ſhall pay all due atten- 
tion. You.-have removed all the difficulties which'I labour- 
ed under, about the two battalions of marines. TI ſhall 
obey the orders of Congreſs in-looking out for proper offi- 
cers to command that corps. I make no doubt but, when 
the money arrives to pay off the arrears and the month's 
advance, that it will be a great encouragement for the men. 
to enliſt. 

Incloſed is a letter I lately received from Mr. James 
Lovell. His caſe is truly pitiable. I wiſh ſome mode 
could be fallen upon: to relieve him from the cruel ſituation: 
q be is now in. I am ſenſible of the impropriety of exchang- 
ng a ſoldier for a citizen : but there is ſomething ſo cru- 
elly diſtreſſing in regard to this gentleman, that I dare ſay 
you will take it under your conſideration, : 

I am, with great ed, &C. G. WW. 


F 2 Cambridge, 


—————__ 
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SIR, | Cambridge, Dec. 25, T7758. q 
i HAD the honour to addreſs-myſelf to you on the 
nineteenth inſtant, fince which I have received undoubted Ml 


information that the genuine inſtructions given to Conolly Ml 


have not reached your hands ; that they are very artfully WM 
concealed in the tree of his ſaddle, and covered with can. Ml 
vaſs ſo nicely that they are ſcarcely diſcernible ; that thoſe MW 
which were found upon him were intended to deceive, 
if he was caught. Yon will moſt eertainly have his 
ſaddle taken to pieces, in order to difcover this deep-laid MW 
lot. 
, Incloſed is a copy of general Howe's letter in. anſwer 
to the one I wrote him the eighteenth inſtant. "The con- 
du I am to obſerve towards brigadier Prefcot in conſe- 
quence of. theſe letters, the Congreſs will oblige me by 
determining for me. | 
The gertlemen by whom you ſent the money are arrip 

ed. The ſum they brought, though large, is not ſufficient 
to anſwer the demands of the army, which at this time 
zre remarkably heavy : there is three month's pay due, 
one month's advance, two dollars for each blanket, —the 
arms, that are left by thoſe who are difmiſſed, | to be paid 
ſor, —befides the demands which are on the commiſiary 
and quarter-maſter generals. You will therefore ſee the 
neceſfity of another remittance, which I beg may be as 
ſoon as you conveniently can. | 

I will take the opportunity of the return of theſe gen- 
tlemen, to ſend colonel Kirkland to you for examination, 
and that you may diſpoſe of him as to you may ſeem 
proper. h 

A committee from the peneral court of this province 
called on me the other day, informing me that they were 
in great want of ordnance for the defence of the colony ; 
that, if what belonged to them, now in uſe here, was 
kept for the continent, they would be under the neceſhity 
of providing themſelves with others : of courſe, what 1 
kept muſt be paid for. There are many of the cannon of 
very little ufe : ſuch of them as are good, I cannot at 


preſent part with: perhaps when I receive the ſuppl 
rom 
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from New-York and Canada, it may be in” my power to- 
(are them. 1095 

Mr. Wadſworth has ſert in his report reſpe@Qing Cape-- 
Cod harbour, a copy of which you will. receive herewith ; - 
alſo a letter-from a Mr. Jacob Bailey, put into my hands- 
by colonel Little. It contains ſome things that may not. 
be unworthy the- conſideration of Congrets. 

We have made good 'proprefs in the works on Leech- 
more's point. | They would have been finiſhed ere this,. 
but for the ſeverity of the weather, which prevents'our peo- 
ple from working. _ | 4 

[ received a ktter from-governor Cooke, which expref[-- 
es. the fears of the people of Rhode-lflind, left the ſhips,. 
which we had information were failed, with ſome troops. 
on board, were deſtined.for Newport. I ſent major-gen- 
eral Lee there, to point out” to- them ſuch defence as he- 
W may think the place capable of. I ſincerely wiſh he may 
WW be able to do it with effeR as that place, in ies prefent: 
W tiate, is an aſylum for ſuch as are diſaffeRed to American 
liberty. | | 

Our returns of enliſtmenty; to this- day, amount. to eight: 
thouſand frve hundred men. 

I have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


P. S: Incloſed is an eftimate of the demands of the: 
army. 


I——_—_  ———— 


SIR, Cambridge, Decem: JT; 1175: | | 
I WROTE. to- you the twenty-fifth inſtant; ſince | 
which 1 am not honoured with any of your favours. 
The eſtimate I then incloſed you was calculated to pay 
the troops, &c. up to the firſt of January, That cannot 
be done for want of funds in the pay-maſter-general's 
hands ; which cauſes a great murmuring amongſt thoſe. 
who are going off. The monthly ex irs of this army 
amount to near two hundred and ſeventy-five thouſand 
| dollars, which I take the liberty of recommending to the 
obſervation of Congreſs, that their future remittances may | 
be porerned thereby. - | 
It | 
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\ It ſometimes happens that perſons would wiſh to depoſis 
money in the hands of the pay-maſter-general, for his ll 
bills on the treaſury at 'Philadelphia. He has hitherto 
declined fuch offers, not having authority from-Congreſs to MW 
draw: Would it not be proper tv give this power ? If it 
ſhould be approved” of, you will. pleaſe to point out the 
mode that the Congreſs would: chooſe to have it done in, 

The clothing ſent to the quarter-maſter-general is not 
ſufficient to put half our army into regimentals ; nor is 
there a poſhbility of getting any quantity here. I have 
wrote to general Schuyler, that I wiſh what was lodged at iſ 
Albany could: be fpared for theſe troops, as general Mont- 
gomery would clothe the.men under his command at-Mont. 
real. If. this can be done, it will be of infinite ſervice; 
and.no time ſhould be loſt in forwarding them to this 
eampe- | ERS 

In forming the regiments for the new eſtabliſhment, I 
thought it : but juftice to appoint the officers, detached 
under colonel Arnold, to commiſhons in. them. '"Their 
abſence at preſent is of very great detriment to the ſervice, 
eſpecially in recruiting : I. would. therefore wiſh, if the 
Congreſs intend raifing troops in or for Canada, that they 
could be taken in there. 'Fhe ſooner. I have their opin- 
| ton of this matter, the better, that, if they can be com- 
miſhoned in Canada, I may appoint oflicers here to replace 
them. | | 

Incloſed you have a copy of a' repreſentation ſent to 
me by the legiſlative body of this province reſpeCting 
four companies ſtationed at Braintree, Weymouth, and 
Hingham.. As they were never regimented, and were 
doing duty at: a diſtance from the reſt of the army, I did Bil | 
not know whether to conſider them as a part of it ; nor i - 
do I think myſelf authorifed' to dire& payment. for them WF. 
without the: approbation. of. Congreſs, | - 

It has been repreſented to me. that the free negroes who Wl . 

ſ 


have ſerved in: this army are very much diſſatisfied at be- 

ing diſcarded. As it is to be apprehended that they 
may ſeek employ in the miniſterial army, I have preſumed 

to depart from the. refolution reſpefting them, and have WW . 
given licenſe for their being enliſted. If this is diſapprov- WM ; 
ed of by Congreſs, I will-put a ſtop to it. 


#* # * ] muſt 
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* + * ] muſt remark. that the pay of the aſſiſtant eny 
pineers 18 ſo very ſmall, that we cannot.,expe&t men of 
ſcience will engage in-it. 'Thoſe gentlemen who are in 
that ſtation, remained under the expeRation that an addi- 
tional allowance would be made them by the reſpeQtive 
provinces in- which they. were appointed, to that allowed 
by the Congreſs. | 
Captain Freeman arrived this day at camp from Canada. 
He left Quebec the twenty-fourth ultimo, in. conſequences 
of general Carletan's proclamation which. I have the hon- 
our to ſend you herewith. He ſaw colonel Arnold the 
twenty-ſixth, and ſays. that he was: joined at Point-a-trem- 
ble by general Monzgomery, the firſt inſtant ;—that they 
were about two thouſand ſtrong, and: were making every 
preparation for attacking Quebec ; that general Carleton. 
had with him about twelve hundred men, the majority of 
whom are ſailors ;—that it was. his. opinion. the French. 
would give up the place if they get the ſame conditions 
eranted to the inhabitants. of Montreal. * * * 

Captains Semple and' Harbeſon take under. their cars: 
Mr. Kirkland. * * * Captain Mathews and Mr. Rob- 
infon will accompany them. The two latter were taken. 
priſoners by lord Dunmore, who was ſending them to Boſy 
ton, from whence there is little doubt but they would be 
forwarded to England, to whiecty place I am credibly ins 
formed. captain Martindale and. the crew of the Waſhing- 
ton are ſent ;. alſo colonel Allen, and the priſoners taken 
with him in Canada. 'This may account. for general 
Howe's ſilence on the ſubject of an exchange of priſoners 
mentioned in my letter to. kim. 

General Lee is juſt returned from. his. excurſion» to 
| Rhode-Ifland :—he has pointed out the beſt method the. 
land would admit of for its defence : he has endeavoured 
all in his power to make friends of thoſe that were our en- 
emies. You have, incloſed, a ſpecimen of his abilities in 
that way, for your peruſal. I am of: opinion that, if the 
lame plan was purſued through every province, it would 
have a very good effe&. 

I have long had it on my mind to mention to Congreſs, 
that frequent applications had been made to me reſpeQiing 
the chaplains* pay, which is-too ſmall. to. encourage men 
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_ of abilities. Some of them, who have left their flocks, 
are obliged to pay the parſon ating for them more thas 
they receive. I need not point out the great utility of Wl 
gentlemen whoſe lives-and converſation-are unexceptions Wl 
| ble, being employed for that ſervice iv this army. There 

iſ are two ways of making it worth the attention of ſuch : Wil 

| one 1s an advancement of their pay ; the other, that one 

| chaplain be appointed to two regiments, This laſt, [ 

þ think, may be done without inconvenience. I beg leave MI 
| td recommend this matter to Congreſs, whoſe ſeotiments M 

| hereon I ſhall impatiently expe. $ 

ll Upon a farther_converſation with captain Freeman, he Wl 

" is of opinion that general Montgoraery has with' him near Wl 

| three thouſand men, including colonel Arnold's. He 

| Aays that lord Pitt had received Yepeated orders from hit 

if! * father to retarn home ; 1» conſequence. of which, he had 
' embarked, ſome time in October, with. a- captain Greet 

it. who was maſter of a vefſel belonging to Philadelphia. 


ip By a mimber of ſalutes in Boſton harbour yeſterday, [ 

{\Mf fihcy admiral Shuldham is arrived. 'I'wo large ſhips were 
1 ſeen coming in. 

| Our enliſtments now amount to nine thouſand- fix-hun- 


dred and fifty, 

Thoſe gentlemen who were made prifoners' by lord 
Dunmore, being left deſtitute of money and neceffaries, | 
have advanced them a hutdred' pounds lawful money be- 
longing to the public, for which I have taken captain 
Mathews's draughts on the treaſury of Virginia, which goet 
mcloſed. | 

I have the honour to be, &c.. G. W. 

P. 8.. You have, incloſed, the returps-of the army, 


—— an_— CC ﬀAxc uu .#wO. _—_— a. 


SIR, Oembridge, Fanuary 45 2116 
SINCE my laſt of the thinty-firſt ultimo, I have been 
honoured with your: favour of the twenty-ſecond; inclofing 
fundry reſolves, which ſhall, in matters they reſpect, be 
made the rule of my conduR. | 
The reſolution relative to the troops in Boſton, I beg 
the favour of you, Sir, t10-afſure Congreſs ſhall be _—_— 


nr BD Sams — — — P_— — — 
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W- to he put: in execution. the firſt . moment I ſee @ proba- 
Wbility of fucceſs,:and in ſuch a way as a council of officers 
W hall think moſt likely to produce it; but if this ſhould 
W not bappen as ſoon as.you may expe& or my wiſhes prompt 
W:o, I requeſt-that Congreſs will be pleaſed te advert to my 
W-ftuation, and do me-.the. juſtice. to beheve, that circum- 
Wſtances, and not want of inclination, are the cauſe of 
4 I: is not.in the pages of hiſtory perhaps to furaiſh a caſe. 
WT ke ours ;-—to maintain a polt within muſket-thot of the 
WT cnemy, for fx months together, without® , and at 
W the fame time to diſband one army, and recruit another 
W within that diſtapce of twenty-odd Britiſh regiments, —is 
W-more, probably, than ever was attempted. But if we ſuc- 
Wl cccd as well in the laſt, as we have heretofore in the firſt, 
W 1 ſhall think it the moſt fortunate event of my whole lite. 
= By a very intelligent gentleman, a Mr. Hutchinſon, 
Ws :rom Boſton, I leayn, that it was- admiral 'Shuldham that - 
WT came into the harbour on Saturday laſt ; that two of 
the five regiments from Cork are :arrived at Halifax ; 
two Cthers: have ſailed for Quebec ; : but what was become 
of them could not be told :—and' the other (the fifty- 
fifth) has juſt got into Noſton. Certain it is alfo, that 
the greateſt -part -6f the ſeventeenth regiment 1s arrived 
there. Whether we are to conclude fram hence that more 
than five regiments have . been ſent out, or that the com- 
panies of the ſeventeenth, arrived at Boſton, are part of 
the regiments deftined for Hahfax and Quebec, 1 know 
bot. . 7 | 
We alfo learn from this gentleman and others, that the 
troops, embarked for Halifax (as mentioned in my letter 
of the ſixteenth) were really deſigned for that place, but 
recalled .from Nantafſket road, upon advice being received 
of the above regiments there. I am alfo. informed of a 
leet now getting ready under the convoy of the, Scarbo- 
W'ough and Fowey men-of-war,—conſiſting of five tranſ- 
Ports and two bomb veſſels, with about three hundred 
WE aries, and ſeveral flat-bottomed boats. It is whiſpered 
that they are deſigned for Newport, but generally thought 
4 uw 


p * Leſt blapk in the original to guard againſt the danger of 
Wy ſcarriage, Read, © without poreder:"" 
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'tm Boſton that it is meant for Long-Ifland : and it is 
probable it will be followed by more troops, as the other i 
tranſports are taking in water,—40 lie, ,as others ſay, in 
Nantaſket road, to be out of the ice. A large quantity of 


biſcuit is alſo baking. "0ES h 
As the real deſign cannot with certainty be known, 18 
ſubmit it, with af due deference, to the ſuperior jadgmen MW 
of Congreſs, whether it would not be cond eee with pri. iſ 
dence to have ſome of the Jerſey troops thrown into New | 


York, to prevent an evil which would be almoſt irremedia. i 


ble, ſhould it happen, —I mean, the landing of troops ati 
that place, or upon Long-Iſland near it. 

As it is poſlible you may not yet have received his maj. 
eſty's ** mofe grarious”? ſpeech, I do myſelf the honour to 


cloſe one of many, which were ſent out of Boſtan yeſter- E 


day. Tt is full of * * *, and explicitly holds forth his 
royal will to be, that vigorous meaſures muft be purſued 
to deprive us of our * * *, Theſe meaſures, whatever 
they be, I hope will be oppoſed by more vigorous ones, 
and rendered unavailing and fruitleſs, though ſanKtione( 
and authoriſed by the name of majeſty,—a name, which 
ought to promote the bleſſings of his people,'and not ther 


oppreſhon, 
2:2." Wiz R's Kc. | G. W, 
SIR, | Cambridge, Fan, It, 1; 


EVERY account I have ont of Boſton confirms the 
embaikation of troops mentioned in my laſt, which, from 
the ſeaſon of the year and other circumſtances, muſt be 
deſtined for ſome expedition to the ſouthward of this. | 
have therefore thought it prudent to ſend major-generil 
Lee to New-York. I have piven him letters recommen- 
datory to governor Trumbull, and to the committee 0 
ſafety at New-York. TI have good hopes that in Connec: 
ticut he will get many volunteers, who (I have ſome ret 
ſon to think) will accompany him on this expedition 
without more expenſe to the continent than their mainte: 
nance. But ſhould it be otherwiſe, and that they ſhould 
expect pay, I think it is a trifling confideration, when pi 


\ 


OFFICIAL LETTERS. 73 


in competition with the importance of the obje&, which is 
to put the city of New-York, with ſuch parts of the North- 
river and Long-Ifſland as to him ſhall ſeem proper, in that 
ſtate of defence, which the ſeaſon of the year and circum- 
ſtances will admit of, —ſo as, | if poſſible, to prevent the 
enemy from forming a lodgment in that government, 
which, I am afraid, contains too many perſons diſaffeted 
to the cauſe of liberty and America. I have alſo wrote 
to lord Stirling to give him all the aſſiſtance that he can 
with the troops under his command in the continental fer- 
vice, provided it does not interfere with any orders he may 
receive from Congreſs relative to them. SY 

I hope the Congreſs will approve of my condudt in ſend- 
ing general Lee upon this expedition :—I am ſure I mean 
it well ; as experience teaches us that it is much eaſter to 
prevent an enemy from poſting themſelves, than 1t 1s to 
diſlodge them after they have got poſſeſhon. _ 

The evening of the eighth inſtant, a party of our meng 
under the command of major Knoulton, were ordered to 
$0 and burn ſome houſes which'lay at the foot of Bunker's- 
hill, and at the head of Charleſtown, They were alſo or- 
dered to bring off the guard, which, we expeRed, confiſt- 
ed of ar! officer and thirty men. 'They croſſed the mill- 
dam about half after eight o'clock, and gallantly executed 
their buſineſs, —having burned eight houſes, and brought 
with them a ſergeant-and four privates of the tenth regi- 
ment. There was but one man more there, who making 
ſome reſiſtance, they were obliged to diſpatch. The gun 
that killed him was the only one diſcharged by our men, 


"Wy though ſeveral hundred were fired by the enemy from 
"WE within their works, but in ſo confuſed a manner, that not 
; one of our people was hurt. 

F Our enliſtments go on very heavily. 

; I am, with great reſpe&, &c. G.W. 
of ; | 

( 

4 SI R, Cambriage, Fan. 14, 1776. 


I AM exceedingly forry that I am under the neceſ- 
ſity of applying to you, and calling the attention of Con- 
preſs to the ſtate of our arms, which is truly alarming. 
Vol, I, Upon 


- —— 
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Upon the difſolution, of. the old army, I. was apprebenſire 
that the new would be deficient in this inſtance : and, that 
the want might be as inconſiderable as poſlible, I gave it 


-out in orders, that the arms of ſuch men as did not re-enliſt 


(or ſuch of them as were "good) ſhould be retained at the 
prices which ſhould be affixed by perſons appointed to in- 
ſpe&t and value them : and, that we might be ſure of them, 
I : added that there would be a ſtoppage of pay for the 
Months of November and December, from Fel”uos who ſhould 
curry their firelocks away without their being firſt examined, 
T hoped, by theſe precautions, to have procured a conſider. 
ale number : but,..Sir, I find with much concern, that, 
i the. badneſs of the arms, and the diſobedience of too 
many in bearing them off without a previous inſpeftion,— 
very few were collefted. Neither are we to expect that 
many will be brought in by the new recruits, the officers, 
who are out enliſting, having reported that few men wh 
bave arms will engage in the ſervice ; and. that they are 
under the diſagreeable alternative of taking men without 
arms, or of getting none. Unhappy fituatzon, and much 
to be deplored !—elpecially when we have every reaſon 
to convince us, that we have to. contend Is formidable 
army, well provided of every neceſſary ; and that there 
will be a moſt vigorous exertion of miniſterial vengeance 
againlt us, as ſoon as they think. themſelves in a condition 
for it. I hope it is in the power of Congreſs to afford us 
relief ;—if it 1s not, what muſt, what can be done ? 

Our treaſury is almoſt exhauſted, and the demand; 
againſt it very conſiderable. A conſtant ſupply of money, 
to anſwer every claim and exigency, would much promote 
the good of the ſervice, Jn the common affairs of life, it 
is uſeful : in war, it is abſolutely neceſſary and eſſential, 
I would beg leave, too, to remind you of the tents, and 
| of their importance, —hoping that, if an opportunity has 
offered, you have procured them, I fear that our army 
will not be raiſed to the new eſtabliſhment in any reaſons: 
ble time, if ever : the enlilfin;s goes on fo very flow, tha! 
It almoſt ſeems at an end. 

Tn my letter of the fourth inſtant, T wrote you that | 
had received certain intellivence from a Mr. Hutchinſon 


and others, that two of the bre regiments from Cork BY 
arrive 


n 
e 
( 


OFFICIAL LETTERS. T 


2trived at Halifax, one at Boſton, and the two others had 
filed for Quebec, and had not 'been heard of, I am 
now red Fa a matter to be relied on) by four captains 
of ſhips, who left England about the ſecond of November, 
and who appear to be men of yeracity, | that the whole 
of theſe regiments, (except the two companies that arrived 
at Boſton ſome time ago) when they failed, were at 
Milford Haven, where they had been obliged to-put in, 
by a violent ſtorm, the nineteenth of October ; that they 
would not be able to leave it for a conſiderable time, as 
they were under the neceflity of repairing their veſlcls, 
and getting ſome new ones taken up. Such is the un- 
certainty and contradition in what I now hear, that it is 
not pothble to know what. to believe or diſbelieve. 

I wrote to the general court et and to the con- 
rention of New-Hampſhire, immediately upon ſeeing the 
nreat deficiency 1n our arims,—praying that they would in- 
tereſt themſelves in the matter, and furniſh me with all ia 
their power. Whether I ſhall get any, or what quantity, 
I cannot determine; not having received their anſwers. 
The ſame application will be made to the governments of 
ConneQticut and Rhode-Ifland:” | 

I do myſelf the honour to ſend you ſundry newſpapers 
F received, from the aboye-mentioned captains, as they may 
be later than any you have ſeen, and contain ſome interel?- 
ing intelligence. 

I have the honour to be, &c. GW, 


— 


SIR, * DOIN | Cambridge, Jan. 19, 1776, 

TAKING i for granted that general Schuyler has 
aot only informed you of the fall of the brave and much- 
to-be-lamented general Montgomery, but of the ſituation 
of our affairs in Canada, (as related by general Wooſter, 
colonel Arnold, colonel Campbell, and others) I ſhall nct 
take up much more of your time on this ſubje&, than is 
neceſſary to incloſe you a copy of his letter to me, with 
the reſult thereon, as appears by the conncil of war, 
which I immediately. ſummoned on the occaſion, and at 
which 
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__ which Mr. Adams, by my particular deſire, was good 
enough to attend. 

It may appear ſtrange, Sir, as I had not men to ſpare 
from theſe lines, that I ſhould preſume (without firſt ſend 
ing to Congreſs, and obtaining an expreſs direQton) 
to recommend to the governments of Maſſachuſetts, Con- 
nefticut and New-Hampſhire, to raiſe each a regiment, on 
the continental account, for this ſervice. I wiſh moſt ar. 
dently that the urgency of the caſe would have admitted 
of the delay. I wiſh alſo that the purport of general Schuy- 
ler's letter had not, unavoidably as it were, hid me under 
an indiſpenſable obligation to do it :—for having informed 
you in his letter (a copy of which he incloſed me} of his 
dependence on this quarter, for men, I thought you 
might alſo have ſome reliance on my exertions. 'This 
conſideration, added to my fears of the fatal conſequences 
of delay,—to an information of your having deſigned three 
thouſand men for Canada,—to. a belief, founded chiefly 
on general Schuyler's letters, that few or none of them 
were raiſed, —and to my apprehenſions for New-York, 
which led me to think that no troops could be ſpared from 
that quarter, —induced me to loſe not a moment's time in 
throwing in a force there ; being well affured that general 
Carleton will improve to the utmoſt the advantages gained, 
leaving no artifices untried, to fix the Canadians and In- 
dians (who, we find, are too. well diſpoſed to. take part 
with the ſtrongeſt) in his intereſt. 

If theſe reaſons are not ſufficient to juſtify my condu@ 
in the opinion of Congrefs,—if the meaſure contravenes 
any reſolution of theirs, they will pleaſe to countermand 
the levying and marching of the regiments as ſoon as pof- 
ſible, and do me the juſtice to believe that my intentions 
were good, if my judgment has erred. | 

The Congreſs will pleaſe alſo to obſerve, that the meaſ- 
ure of ſupporting our poſts in Canada appeared of ſuch ex- 
ceeding preat importance, that the general officers (agrec- 
ing with me in ſentiment, and unwilling to lay any burden 
which can poſſibly be avoided, —although it may turn out 
an ill-timed piece of parſimony) have reſolved that the 
three regiments for Canada ſhall be part of the thirtecs 
militia regiments which were requeſted to. reinforce this 

army,” 
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army,—as' appears by the minutes of another council of 
war, held on the ſixteenth inſtant. I ſhall (being much 
hurried and fatigued) add no more in this letter, than 
my duty to Congreſs, -and that I have the honour to 
be, &Cc. | me f 4 

'P. S. TI incloſe you a copy of 'my letter to the govern- 
ments of Maſlachuſetts, ConneQicut and New-Hamp- 
ſhire 3 alſo a copy of a reſolution of this. colony in anſwer: 
to an application of mine for-arms. 

Since- writing the . above, I have: been informed by a- 
meſſage: from the general - court of Maſſachuſetts, that 
they have reſolved upon the raiſing of'a regiment for Can- 
ada, and 'appointed. the field-officers for it in the weſtern 
parts of this government. I am alſo informed by expreſs 
from governor Trumbull, that he and his council of ſafety 
had agreed upon the railing of a regiment for the. ſame 
purpoſe ; . which was anticipating my application to that 
government. 

If commiſhons (and they are applied for) are to be giv- 
kn by Congreſs to the three regiments going to Canada,. 
you will pleaſe to have them forwarded, as I have. none by 
me for that purpoſe. . 


a. 


$1Rz | Cambridge, Fan. 24, 1776. 
THE commiſfary-general being at length [recovered]. 
from a long and painful illneſs, I have it in my power to 
comply with the requiſition of Congreſs in forwarding 
an eſtimate of the expenſe attending his-office, as alſo that 

of the quarter-maſter-general;. _ 
You will pleaſe to obſerve that: the commiſfary, by his 
account. of the matter, has-entered into no ſpecial agree- 
ment with any 6f the perſons he has found occaſion to em- 
ploy, (as hb to whoſe names ſums are annexed, are of 
their own fixing) but left. it: to Congreſs to aſcertain their 
Wages. TI ſhall ſay nothing therefore on this head, farther 
than relates to the propoſition of Mr. * * *, to be allow- 
ed one eighth for his trouble and the delivery of the other 
ſeven eighths of proviſions, which to me appears exorbitant 
12 the extreme, AP conformable it may be to "—"—_ | 
| 2 anGg. 
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and uſuage : I therefore think that reaſonable ſ{tipends had 
better be fixed upon. Both the quarter-maſter and com- 
miſfary-generals aſſure me, that they do not employ a ſingle 
perſon uſelefsly: and as I have too good an opinion of 
them to think they would deceive me, I believe them. 

I ſhall take the liberty, in this ptace, of recommending 
the expediency, indeed the abſolute neceſſity, of appoint- 
ing fit and proper perfons to ſettle the accounts of this 
army. 'Fo do it with preciſton, r:quifes time, care, and at- 
tention : the longer tt is left undone, the more intricate 
they will be, the: more liable to error, and difficult to eX- 
plain and retify ;—as alſo the perſons in whoſe hands. 
they are (if diſpoſed to take undue advantage) will be leſs 
ſubje& to deteftion. I have been as attentive as the nature 
of my office would admit of, in granting warrants for mon- 
ey on the pay-maſter : but it would be abſolutely impoſh- 
ble for me to go into an examination of aH the accounts 
incident to this army, and the vouchers appertaining to 
them, without devoting ſo large a portion of my time to 
the buſineſs, as might not only prove . injurious, but fatal 
to it tn other refpe&ts. This ought, in my humble opinion, 
to be the particular buſineſs of a ſele& committee of Cor 
greſs, or one appointed by them, who, once in three months 
at furtheſt, ſhould make a fetttement with» the cfficers in 
the different departments. | 

Having met with no encouragement from the govern» 
ments of Maſſachuſetts and New-Hampfhire, from my 
application for arms, and expeCting no better from Con- 
necticut and Rhode-[fland, I have, as the laſt expedient, 
ſent one or two officers from each regiment into the 
country, with money, to try if they can buy. In what 
manner they ſucceed, Congreſs (hall be informed as ſoon as 
they return. | 4 

Congreſs, in my laſt, would diſcoyer my motives for 
ſtrengthening theſe lincs with the militia : but whether, 
as the weather turns out excecingly mild, infomuch as to 
promiſe nothing favourable from ice, —and no appearance 


_ of powder, —I hall be able to attempt any thing deciſive, 


time only can determine. No man upon earth wiſhes 
more ardently to deſtroy the ne{t in Bolton, than I do :— 
no perſog would be willing to go greater lengths _ 

| , 
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fhall; to accompliſh it, if it ſhall be thought adviſeable. But 
if we have neither powder to bombard with, nor ice ta 
paſs. on, we ſhall be in no better ſituation than we have 
ben in all the year ;—we ſhall be worſe, becauſe theis 
works are {tronger. 

I have accounts from Boſton, which. 1 think may be 
relied on, that general Clinton, with about four or five 
hundred men, hath left that place within theſe four days. 
Whether this is part of the detachment, which was mak- 
ing up (as mentioned in my letter of the fourth: inſtant, 
and then at Nantaſket) oy not, is not in my power to fay.. 
If it is defigned for New-York or Long-lſland as ſome 
think, throwing a body of troops there may prove a. fors 
tuoate circumſtance. If they go farther ſouth agreeable 
to the conjectures of others, I hope there will be men to 
receive them. 

Notwithſtanding the poſitive aſſertions of the four cap- 
tains from Portſmouth, noticed in my letter of the four- 
teenth, I am now convinced from ſeveral corroborating 
circumitances, —the accounts of .deſerters, and of a lieu- 
tenant Hill, of loxd Percy's. regiment, who left Ireland - 
the fifth of November, and was taken by a. privateer from. 
Newbury-port,—that the ſeycateenth and fifty-6fth regt- 
ments are arrived at Boſton, and other troops at Halifax, 
agreeable to the information of Hutchinſon and others. 
Lieutenant Hill fays that the tranſports of two regiments 
only were forced into Milford Haven. $5 

Congreſs will think me a little remiſs, I fear, when F 
inform them that I have done nothing yet towards raifing 
the battahon of marines : but I hope to ſtand exculpated 
irom blame, when they hear the reaſon, which was, that 
already having twenty-ſix incomplete regiments, I thought 
t would be adding to an expenle, already great, in officers, 
to ſet two entire corps of officers an foot, when perhaps 
we ſhould not add ten men a week by it to our preſent 
numbers. Tn this opinion the general officers have concur- 
red, which induced me to ſuſpend the matter a little long- 
er. Our enliſtments, for the two Jaſt . weeks, have not 
amounted to a thouſand men, and are diminiſhing. The 
regiment for Canada (it is thought) will ſoon be filled, as 
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the men-are to chooſe all but their field officers, who are 
appointed by the court. | Fg 2 | 

On Sunday evening, thirteen of the  Caghnewaga [n. 8 
dians arrived here on a viſit. I ſhall take care that they i 
be fo entertained during their ſtay, that they may return 
:mprefſed with ſentiments of friendſhip for us, and alſo of 
our great ſtrength. One of them is colonel Louis, who 
honoured me with a viſit once before. - 


I have the-honour to be, &c.- G. W, 


S1K,, | Cambridge, Yan. 30, 1716, 

YOUR fivours of the fixth and twentieth inſtant I 
received yeſterday, with the ſeveral reſolves of Congrek 
alluded to ; for which I return you my thanks. . 

Knowing the great importance Canada will be of to us 
in the preſent intereſting conteſt, and the relief our friends 
there ſtand in need of, I ſhould be happy, were it in my 
power to detach a battalion from this: camp : but it can- 
not be done. On the nineteenth - inſtant, I had the hon- 
our to write to you, which will fully convey the reſolu- 
tions of a council of war, and the ſentiments of the gener- 
al officers here,. as to the propriety and expediency of 
fending troops from theſe lines, for the defence of which 
we have been and now are obliged'to call in the milita; 
—to which T'beg leave to refer you. You may reſt ab 
ſured that my endeavours and exertions ſhall not be want- 
ing, to ſtimulate. the governments of ConneQticut and 
New-Hampſhire to raiſe and forward reinforcements as 
faſt as poſhble ; nor in any other. inſtance that will pro- 
mote 'the expedition. 

I ſhall, in obedience to the order of' Congreſs, though 
interdited by general Howe, propoſe an. exchange 
governor Skene for Mr. Lovell and family; and ſhall be 
happy to have an opportunity of putting this deſerving man 
(who has diſtinguiſhed his- fidelity and regard to his 
country to be too great for perſecution and cruelty t0 
overcome) in any poſt agreeable to his wifhes and incl 
nation. 1 

v I dv 
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1 do not know-that there is any particular rank annexs 
ed to the office of aide-de-camp.. Generally they are 
captains, and rank as ſach : but higher rank” is often given- 
on account of particular fnerit and-particular circumſtances. 
Aides tothe king have the rank: of eolonels. Whether 
any diſtin&tion ſhould be made between thoſe of your com-- 
mander in' chief and the other: generals, I really know 
rot : E think there ought. | 7, : 

You may rely that Conolly had inſtruftions: conceal- 
ed in his ſaddle. Mr. * * * who was one. of lord' 
Dunmore's family, and another gentleman -who wiſhes his: 
name not to be mentioned, faw them caſed-in tin, put in- 
the tree, and covered over; He probably has exchanged- 
his ſaddle, or withdrew the papers when it was mended; 
as you conjecture. Thoſe that have been diſcovered are 
ſufficiently bad ; but I doubt not of the others being worſe, . 
and containing more. diabolical and extenfave plans. 
hope he will be taken proper care of, and meet with re- 
wards equal to his merits- $04 7 0 

I ſhall appoint officers in the places of thoſe who are 
in Canada, as I am fully perſuaded they will wiſh to con-- 
tinue there, for making cur conqueſt complete in that: 
quarter. F with their bravery and: yalour- may be attend- 
ed with the ſmiles of fortune. | bh 

It gives me great pleaſure to hear of the meaſures Con-- 
grels are taking for manufacturing. powder. I hope their 
endeavours will be crowned with ſucceſs. I too well 
know and regret the want -of it. It is-ſcarcely- poſſible 
to deſcribe the diſadvantages an army mult labour under, 
when not provided with a ſufficient. ſupply of this nec- 
eſſary. It may ſ-em ſtrange, that, after | having. received 
about eleven. tons, added to about five tons which I found 
here, and no general ation has happened, we ſhould be fo 
deficient in this article, and. require more. But you wilt 
pieaſe to confider, that, beſides its being in its nature ſub- 
je& to waſte, and (whilſt the men lay in bad tents) una- 
voidably damaged by ſevere and heavy rains (which could 
not have been. prevented, unlefs it had keen entirely with- 
drawn from the men, and an attack hazarded- againſt us 
Vithout ammunition in- their hands)—the armed veſſels, 
our own occaſional firings, and fome {mall ſupplics I hare 
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been obliged to afford the ſea-port- towns threatened with 
deſtruction, —to- which may. be addetdithe' ſupply to the mi- 
litia, and going off -of the: old troops, —have occaſioned, 
and ever will, a large conſumption of it,'and waſte, in ſpite 


of all the care in-the' world. The king's troops never have 


lels than ſixty rounds a man in their pofſeſhon, independ. 
ent of their ſtores.-* To ſupply an army of twenty thoy- 
ſand men in this manner, would take near four hundred 
barrels, allowing nothing for ſtores, artillery, &c. I baye 
been always afraid to place more than twelve or fifteen 
rounds at a time'in the hands:of our men, leit, any acc. 
dent happening -to it, we ſhould be left deſtitute, and be 
undone. ' I have been thus -particular, not only to they 
our poverty, but to exculpate myſelf from even a ſuſpicion 
of unneceſfary waſte. | fg ae 

I ſhall inform the pay-maiter-general of the reſolution 
of Congreis reſpeQting his draughts, and the mode and 
account of them. 

The companies at Chelſea and Malden are and have 
always been regimented. It was not my intention to re- 
place with continental troops the independent compantes 
at Hingham, Weymouth and Braintree. "Theſe places 
are expoſed, but not more than Cape-Ann, Beverly, 9a- 
lem, Marblehead, &c. &c. &c. 

\ Ts it the intention. of Congreſs that the officers of the 
army ſhould pay poſtage ? They are not exempted by the 
reſolve of the ninth inſtant. - 

The Congreſs will be pleaſed, I have no doubt, to recol- 
le that the five hundred thouſand dollars, now coming, 
are but little more than enough to bring us up to the firll 
day of this:month ; that to-morrow will be the laſt of it; 


and, by their: reſolves, the troops. are to be paid monthly. 


I with it was in my power to furniſh Congreſs with ſucli 
2 general as they defire, to ſend to Canada.-- Since the un- 
happy reverſe of our affairs intnat quarter, general Schuy: 
ter bas informed me, that, though he bad thoughts of declin- 
ing the ſervice before, he would' now a&t;” My letter of 
the eleventh will inform'them of generat Lee's being at 
New-York. He will be ready to obey their orders, ſhould 
they incline to ſend him : but, if I am not greatly deceived; 
he or ſome other ſpuited able officer will be wanted there 
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 in-the ſpring, if, not ſoqner 3 as we have undoubted intelti- 
gence that general Clintgn. has failed with, ſome troops. 
W {he reports of their.number are. various, from between four- 
W 2nd five hundred to nineteen compapies of grenadiers and 
W light-infantry. It is alſo imagined that the regiments, 
which were to fail the firſt of December, are intended for 
.that place or Virginia. General Patnam is a moſt valuable 
W man, and a fine executive officer : but I do not know how - 
WW hc would condudt in a ſeparate department. He is a young- 


3 er major-general than . Mr. Schuyler, who, as I have ab-. 


ſerved, haying determined to continue in the ſervice, will, 
I expe, repair into Canada. A copy of my Jetter to him 


Won this and other ſubjeQs, I incloſe you, as it will explain 


my motives for not ſtopping the regiments from theſe gov- 
ernments. 

When captain Cockran arrives, I will give him every 
aſhſtance in my power, in obedience to the orders of Con- 
grefs : but I fear it will be the means of lay up our own 
veſſels, as theſe people will not bear the diſtinQion. 
Should this be the conſequence, it will be highly preju- 
dicial to us, as we ſometimes pick up their proviſion-veſlels, 
and may .continue to diſtreſs them in this way. 

Laſt week captain Manly took a ſhip and a brig bound 
to Boſton from Whitehaven, with coals chiefly, and ſome 
potatoes, for the army. I have, for. his great vigilance 
and induſtry, appointed him commodore of our little ſquad- 
ron ; and he now hoiſts his flag on: board the ſchooner 
Hancock. 

I congratulate, you upon the:recovery of-Smith, and am 
exceedingly glad to hear of the meaſures Congrels are tak- 
ng for the general defence. of the continent. The clouds 
thicken faſt : where they. will burſt, 1 know not ; but we 
ſhould be armed at all points. | 

I have not ſecceeded in my applications to theſe govern- 
ments for arms. They have retorned for anſwer, that 
they cannot furniſh any. Whether I ſhall be more lucky 
n the laſt refource left me in this quarter, I cannot deter- 
mine, having not received returns from the officers fent out 
to purchaſe of the people. I preatly fear that but very 
few will be procured in this way, as they are exceedingly 
ſcarce, and but a final! part of what there are, fit for fer- 
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vice. When they . make their report, you ſhall be jn- 
formed. bf uM 
The quarter-maſter-general-has juſt received from gen.- 


eral Schuyler clothing for the ſoldiery, amounting to about 


ſeventeen. hundred pounds York currency. It.has come 
very feaſonably,.as they.are in .great want, and wall.con- 


tribute a little to their- relief. 


\, | 
- Since writing the above, I ſaw.Mr. * * *, and. men. 


.tioning that acthing had. been found in the.tree of Conol- 


-ly's ſaddle, .he told me there had been. a miſtake in the 
matter ; that the inſtruftions were .artfully concealed on 
.the two pieces of wood which are «on the maul-pillion of 
bis portmanteau-ſaddle ; that, by.order of lord Dunmore, 
he ſaw them contrived for the purpoſe, the papers .put in, 
and firſt covered with tin, and over that with a waxed 
canvaſs cloth. He-is fo.exceedingly pointed*and.clear in 
his information, that 1.have no.doubt of its-being true. 1 
could wiſh-them to be diſcovered, as 1 think they .contain 
ſome. curious and extraordinary plans. 

In my letter of the twenty-fourth inſtant I mentioned 
the arrival of. thirteen of our Caghnewaga.friends. They 
honoured me with a talk-to-day, as did three of the.tribes 


of the St. John's .and Paſmiquoddi Indians ;—copies dt 


which I beg leave to incloſe you. I-ſhall write to genera 
Schuyler reſpecting the tender of ſervice.made by the for- 
mer, and not to call for their affiſtance, -unlefs he ſhall at 
eny time want .it,.or be under the neceſſity .of doing it to 
revent their taking the ide of our enemies. 
\ TI had the honour of writing you. on the-nineteenth 
November, and then I informed you of :having engaged 
two perſons to-po to Noya-Scotia.on the -buſineſs recom- 
mended mm your letter of the tenth ; and alſo that the ſtate 
of the army would not then admit of a ſufficient force be- 
ing ſent, for carrying into execution the views-of Congrels 
reſpeQing the dock-yards, &c. I would noiy .beg leave 


to mention, that, if the perſons, ſent for information, ſhould 
report favourably of the expediency and praCticability of the 
meaſure, it will not be in my power to detach any men 
from theſe lines : the ſituation of our affairs will not allow 
it. I think it would be adviſeable to raiſe them in the cal 
erp parts of this government. If it is attempted, it mull 
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be by people from the country. A colonel ® * ® and a 
captain * * * have been with me :—they think the men 
neceſſary may be eaſily engaged there, and the-meaſure prac- | 
ticable : provided there are not more than two hundred 
Britith troops at Halifax, they are willing and ready to 
embark in the matter, upon the terms mentioned in their 
plan, which I incloſe you. I would wiſh you to adyert to 
the conſiderations inducing them to the expedition, as L 
am not without apprehenſion, ſhould it be undertaken upon 
their plan, that the innocent and guilty will be involved in 
one common ruin. 1 preſume they do not expe to receive 
more than the five or ten thouſand pounds mentionedin their 
ſcheme, and to be at every expenſe. If we had men to 
ſpare, it might be undertaken for leſs than either, I con- 
ceive. Perhaps, if Congreſs do not adopt their propoſi- 
tion, they will undertake to raiſe men for that particular 
purpoſe, who may be diſbanded as ſoon as it is effected, 
and upon the fame terms that are allowed the continental 
troops in general. Whatever may be the determination of 
Congrefs upon the ſubject, you will pleaſe to communicate 
it to me immediately : for the ſeaſon moſt favourable for 
the enterpriſe is advancing faſt : dad we may expect in the 
{pring, that there will be more troops there, and the meaſ- 

ure be more difficult to execute. | 
I have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


SIR, Cambridge, Feb. 9, 1776, 
ZHE purport of this letter will be directed to a fingle 
objet: through you, I mean to lay it before Congreſs; and, 
at the fame time that I beg their ſerious attention to the 
ſubje&, to aſk pardon for intruding an opinion, not only 
unaiked, but, in ſome meaſure, repugnant to their reſolves. 
The diſadvantages attending the limited enliſtment cf 
troops are too apparent to thoſe who are eye-witneſſes of 


ve BY them, to render any animadverſions neceſſary : but to gen- 
en WF tlemen at a diſtance, whoſe attention is engrofſed by a thou- 
u WY {and important objects, the caſe may be otherwiſe. 


That this cauſe precipitated the fate of the brave and 


much-to-be-lamented general Montgomery, and brought on 
You. I. | H the 
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the defeat which followed thereupon, I have riot the moſt 
diſtant doubt : for, had he not been apprehenfive of the 
troops leaving him at ſo important a crifis, but continued 
the blockade of Quebec, a capitulation (from the beſt ac- 
counts I have been able to colle) muſt inevitably have 
followed. And that we were not at one time obliged to 
+ diſpute theſe lines under diſadvantageous circumſtances 
(proceeding frorp the ſame cauſe, to wit, the troops diſband- 
ing of themſelves before the militia could be got in) is to 
me a matter of wonder and aſtoniſhment : and proves that 
general Howe was either unacquainted with our fituation, 
or reſtrained by his inſtructions from putting any thing to 
a hazard till his reinforcements ſhould arrive. 

The inſtance of general Montgomery—(I mention it 
becauſe it is a ftriking one ; for a number of others might 
be adduced)—proves, that inſtead of having men-to take 
adyantage of circumſtances, you are in a manner compelled, 
right or wrong, to make circumſtances yield to a ſecondary 
conſideration. Since the firſt of December, I have been 
deviſing every means in my power to ſecure theſe encamp- 
ments ; and, though 1 am ſenſible that we never have, fince 
that period, been able to a& upon the offenſive, and at times 
not in a condition to defend, yet the coſt of marching home 
one ſet of men,—bringing in another, —the havoc and waſte 
occaſioned by the firſt, —the repairs neceſſary for the {cc- 
ond, with a thouſand incidental charges and inconveniences 
which have ariſen, and which it is ſcarce poſlible either to 
recolle& or deſcribe—amount to near as much, as the 
keeping up a reſpectable body of troops the whole time, 
ready for any emergency, would have done. -To this may 
be added, that you never can have a well-diſciplined army. 
To bring men well acqu:inted with the duties of a fol- 
dier, requires time. To bring them under proper diſcipline 
and ſubordinacion, not only requires time, but is a work ot 
oreat difficulty, and, in this army where there is fo litti: 
diſtin&tion between the officers and ſoldiers, requires all 
uncommon degree of attention. To expe then the ſame 
ſervice from raw and undiſciplined recruits as from veteran 
ſoldiers, is to expe& what never did and perhaps never wil 
happen. Men who are familiarized to danger meet it with- 
qut thripking ; whereas thoſe who have never ſeen gt 
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6ften apprehend danger where no danger is. 'Three things 
prompt men to a regular diſcharge of their duty in time of 
ation—natural bravery, hope of reward; and fear of pun- 
iſhment. The two firſt are common to the untutored and 
the diſciplined ſoldier : but the latter moſt obviouſly di{- 
tinguiſhes the one from the other. A coward, when taught 
to believe; that, if he breaks his ranks and abandons his 
colours, he will be puniſhed with death by his own party— 
will take his chance againſt the enemy : but a man who 
thinks little of the one, and 1s feartult of the other, acts 
from preſent feelings, regardleſs of conſequences. 

Again, men of a day's ſtanding will not look forward ; 
and from experience we find, that, as the time approaches 
for their diſcharge, they grow careleſs of their arms, 'am- 
munition, camp utenſils, &c. Nay, even the barracks them- 
ſelves have felt uncommon marks of wanton depredation, 
and lay us unde freſh' trouble and additional expenſe m 
providing for every freſh ſet, when we find it next to im- 
poſkble to procure ſuch articles as are abſolutely neceftary 
1 the firſt inſtance. To this may be added the ſeaſoning 
which new recruits muſt have to a camp, and the loſs con- 
ſequent thereupon. But this is not all. Men, engaged 
for a ſnort limited time only, have the officers too much in 
their power : for, to obtain a degree of popularity in order 
to induce a ſecond enliſtment, a kind of familiarity takes 
place, which brings on a relaxation of diſcipline, unlicenſ- 


ed furloughs,, and other indulgences incompatible with 


order and good government ; by which means, the latter 
part of the time for which the ſoldicr was engaged is ſpent 
nm undoing what you were aiming to inculcate in the firit. 

To go into ani enumeration of all the evils we have ex- 
perienced in this late great change of the army, and the 
expenſes incidental to it—to ſay nothing of the hazard we 
have run, and muſt run, between the diſcharging of one 
army and enliſtment of another, unleſs an enormous ex- 
penſe of militia is incurred—would greatly exceed the 
bounds of a letter. What I have already taken the 


| liberty of ſaying will ſerve to convey a general idea of the 


matter; and therefore I ſhall, with all due deference, take 
the freedom to give it as my opinion, that, if the Congreſs 
bave any reaſon to believe that there will be occaſion for 

troops 
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troops another year, and conſequently of another enliſt. 
ment, they wculd ſave money, and have infinitely better 
troops, if they were, even at a bounty of twenty, thirty, or 
more dollars, to engage the men already enliſted (tall Jan- 
uary next j and ſuch others as may be warited to complete 
the eſtabliſhment, for and during the war. I will not un- 
dertake to fay that the men can be had upon theſe terms ; 
but I am fitisfied that it will never do to Jet the matter 
alone, as it was laſt yer, till the time of ſervice was neat 
expiring. The hazard is too great in the firſt place ;—in 
the next, the trouble and perplexity of diſbanding one ar- 
my and raiſing another at the ſame inſtant, and in ſuch x 
critical ſituation as the laſt was, is ſcarcely in the power of 
words to deſcribe, and ſuch as no man, who has expert 
enced 1t once, will ever undergo again. 

If Congreſs ſhould differ from me in ſentiment upon this 
point, I have only to beg that they will do me the juſtice 
to believe, that I have nothing more in view than what to 
me appears neceſſary to advance the public weal, although 
in the firſt inſtance it will be attended with a capyal ex- 
penſe ;—and that I have the honour to be, &c. 4 


SIR, Cambridge, Feb. 9, 1116 


IN compliance with the reſolves of Congreſs, I have 
2pp!ied to general Howe for the exchange of Mr. Lovell 
A copy of my letter, and his anſwer thereto, you hays 
incicled. | 

Captain Watters and captain Tucker, who command 
two of the armed ſchooners, have taken and ſent into 
Gliocefter a large brigantine, laden with wood, a hundred 
and 6fty butts for water, and forty ſuits of bedding,. bound 
from La Hayc in Nova-Scotia, for Boſton. She is one 0 
the tranſports in the miniſterial ſervice. The captain fa! 
that he was at Halifax the ſcventeenth of January, and 
that general Mafſey was arrived there with two regiment 
from Ireland. 

The different prizes were all libelled immediately on tht 
receipt of the reſolves of Congreſs pointing out the mode; bu 


| None of them yet brought to trial, owing to a difference b* 
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tween the law paſſed in this province, and the reſolutions of 
Congreſs. The general court are making an amendment to 
their law, by which the difficulties that now occur will be 
removed, as I underſtand it is to be made conformable to 
your reſolves. 'The unavoidable delay attending the bring- 
ing the captures to trial is grievouſly complained of by 
the maſters of theſe veſſels, as well as the captors. Many 
of the former have applied fyr liberty to go away without 
waiting the decifion —which I have granted them. 

I beg leave to recall the attention of Congreſs to their 
appointing a commiſſary in theſe parts, to attend the pro- 
viding of neceflaries for the priſoners who are diſperſed in 
theſe provinces. Complaints are made by ſome of them, 
that they are in want of bedding and many other things. 
As 1 underſtand that Mr. Franks has vndertaken that 
buſineſs, I wiſh he was ordered to ſend a deputy immedi- 
ately to ſee that the priſoners get what is. allowed them by 
Congreſs ; alſo to ſupply the officers with money as they 
may have occaſion. It would ſave me much time and 
much trouble, 

There are yet but few companies of the militia come in: 
This delay will, 1 am much afraid, fruſtrate the intention 
of their being called upon, as the ſeafon is ſlipping faſt 
away when they may be of ſervice. | 

The demands of the army were ſo very preſſing before 
your laſt remittance came to hand, that I was under the 
neceſhty of borrowing twenty-five thouſand pounds lawful 
money from this province. "They very cheerfully lent it, 
and paſſed a vote for as much more, if required. I have 
not repaid the ſum borrowed, as I may ſtand in need of it 
before the arrival of another ſupply, which the demands of 
the commiſſary-general, quarter-maſter-general, and paying 
off the arrearages, will very ſoon require. | 

Your eſteemed favour of the twerity-ninth ultimo is juſt 
come to hand. Tt makes me very happy to find my con- 
duCt hath met the approbation of Congreſs. 1 am entirely 
of your opinion, that, ſhould an accommodation take place, 
the terms will be ſevere or favourable in proportion to. our 
ability to reſiſt, and that we ought to be on a reſpectable 
footing to receive their armaments in the ſpring. But how 
far we ſhall be provided with the means, is a matter I pro- 

H 2 teſs 
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fels not to know, under my preſent unhapy- want of army, 
ammunition, and, I may add, men—as our regiments are 
very incomplete. The recruiting goes on- very, flow, and 
will, I apprehend, be more fo, if tor other;ſervice the men 
receive a bounty, and none is given here. h 

I have tried every method [ could think of, to procure 
arms for our men. They. really are not to be had in the 
governments. (belonging to the public ;) and if ſome meth. 
od is not fallen upon, in the ſouthern governments, to 
ſupply us, we ſhall be in a diſtreſſed ſituation for waat of 
them. There are near two thouſand men now in cany 
without firelocks. - I have wrote to the committee of Ney. 
York this day, requeſting them to fend me thoſe army 
Which were taken from the diſaffeed in that government, 
The Congreſs intereſting themſelves in this requeſt wil, 
doubtleſs have a good effet.. I bave ſent officers into the 
country, with money. to purchaſe arms in the different 
towns. Some (have returned, and brought in a few-:;+ 
many are {till out :—what their ſucceſs will be, -I cannet 
determine. | 

I was in great hopes that the expreſſes, reſolved to be 
eſtabliſhed between this place and Philadelphia, would ere 
now have been fixed... It would, in my opinion, rathe 
ſave than increaſe the expenſe ; as many horſes ,are de 
ſtroyed by one man coming the whole way. It will cer 
tamly be more expeditious, and ſafer, than writing by tht 
polt or private hands, which I am often. under the neceſhty 
of doing. . BY 

1 am, with great reſpe&t, &c. G. W. 


C——_—— —— 


' Cambridee, Feb. 9, 171\ 

I BEG -leave to inform you, at the requeſt-of the 
committee of pay-table of the colony of ConneRicut, that] 
Have not advanced, to any of the regiments from that go 
- erament, any money except the ſum of ſeyen thouſand one 
hundred and ſeventy-two dollars and one ninth on tht 
twentieth of November laſt to major-general Putnam, fo 
the thirty-fourth regiment under his command. I ſhoull 
have paid them in the fame manner I did the reſt of , 
| arm? 
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army, hd I pot been prevented by the colonels, who ex- 
preſſed their inclination/to receive.the whole at once upop 
their return home at, the expwation of ſervice, as was 
cuſtomary in theix- colony. For this: reaſon I never in- 
cluded them in my eſtimates of money, and have. made no 
proviſion for their payment, always imagining that, whatey- 
er payments the colony, made them, Congreſs would apply 
to their credit in the general account againſt the United 
Colonies, or refund upon application. 

| I have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


| | Cambridge, Feb. 14, 1776. 
THROUGH .you, I beg leave to lay before Con- 
orels the incloſed letter from lord Drummond to general 
Robertſon, which came to my hands a few days ago in 
order to be ſent into :Boſton. 

As I neyer heard of his lordſhip being veſted with pow- 
er to treat with Congreſs upon the Ribjec of our grievances, 
nor of his having laid any propoſitions before them for an 
accommodation, I confeſs it ſurpriſed me much, and ld 
me to form various conjeures of his motives, and intend- 
ed application to general Howe and admiral Shuldham for 
a paſſport for the fafe-condu@ of ſuch deputies as Congreſs 
a Might appoint for negociating terms of reconciliation be- 
a tween Great-Britain and us. Whatever his intentions are, 

however benevolent his deſigns may be, I confeſs that his 
letter has embarraſſed me much ; and 1 am not without 
luſpicion of its meaning more than the generous purpoſes it 
profeſies. I ſhould ſuppoſe, that, if the mode for negoci- 
ation, which he! points out, ſhould be adopted (which I 
oF hope will never be thought of) it ought to have been fixed 
2nd {ettled previous to any application of this fort; and at 
TY belt, that his condud in this inſtance is premature and of- 
ficious, and leading to conſequences of a fatal and injurious 
nature to the rights of this country. His zeal and defire 
perhaps of an amicable and conſtitutional adjuſtment's tak- 
ng place may have ſuggeſted and precipitated the meaſure. 

e that as it may, I thought it of too much importance,:to 
ſuffer it to go in witkout having the expreſs direftion of 
| | Congreſs 
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Congreſs for that purpoſe ; and that it was my indiſpenſabk W 
duty to tranſmit them: the original, to make ſuch interpre. 
tations and inferences as they may think right. | fa 

Meſirs. Willard and Child, who were ſent to Nors 
Scotia in purſuance of the refolye of Congreſs, have jul 
returned, ad made their report, which I do- myſelf the 
honour to incloſe yow., 'Fhey have not anſwered the pur. 
poſes of their commiſſon by any means, as they only went 
 @ little way into that country, and found their intelligence 
upon the information of others- You will ſee the reaſons 
they aſſign in excuſe or juſtification: of their conduQ, in the 
report itſelf. | 

Laſt night a party of regulars, faid to be about five hun- 
dred, landed on Dorcheſter neck, and burned ſome of the if 
houſes there, which were of no value to us nor would 
they have been unleſs we take poſt there : they then might 
be of ſome ſervice. A detachment went after them as ſoon 
as the fire was diſcovered ; but before it could arrive, they 
had executed their plan, and made-their retreat. 

Incloſed is a Jetter for David Franks, eſquire, from Mr, 
 Chamier in Boſton upon the ſubje& of viftualling ſuch of 
the king's troops as may be priſoners within the limits df 
his contra@, which I beg the favour of you to deliver him, 
and that proper agents may be appointed by him, to ſee that 
it is done, | could wifh, too, that Congreſs would fall 
upon ſome mode for ſupplying the officers with ſuch money 
as they may really ſtand in need of, and. depute proper 
perſons for that purpoſe, and furniſhing the privates with 
ſuch clothing as may be abfolutely neceſſary. ' I am applt 
ed to, and wearied by their repeated requeſts. - In ſome 1n- 
ſtances I have defired the committees to give the priſoners 
within their appointments what they ſhould judge abſolutely 
neceſſary for their ſupport—as the only means in my powet 
of relieving their di!treſs. But I imagine, that, if there 
were perſons to ſuperintend this buſineſs, their wants 
would be better attend=d to, and many exorbitant charges 
prevented and ſaved to the continent ; and the whole would 
then b- brought into a proper account. 

IT am, Sir, with great eſteem, &c. G. W. 


P. S. I ſend a return of the ſtrength of the regiments. 
Camtridge, 
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SIR, | Cambridge, Feb. 18, 1776. 

THE late freezing weather having formed ſome 
pretty ſtrong ice from Dorcheſter point to Boſton neck, 
and from Roxbury to the Common, thereby affording a 
more expanded and conſequently a leſs dangerous aps 
proach to the town, I could not help thinking, —notwith- 
ſtanding the nnlitia were not all come in, and we had 
little or no powder to begin our operation by a regular 
cannonade or bombardment,—that a bold and refolute 
afſaut upon the troops in Boſton with ſuch men as we had 
(for it could not take many men to guard our own lines 
at a time when the enemy were attacked in all quarters) 
might be crowned with ſucceſs ; and therefore, ſeeing no 
certain proſpect of a ſupply of powder on the one hand, 
and a certain diſſolution of the ice on the other, I called 
the general officers together, for their opinion, agreeably 
to the reſolye of Congreſs, of the twenty-ſecond of De- 
cember. ; 

The reſult will appear in the incloſed council of war z 
and, being almoſt unanimous, I muſt ſuppoſe it to be right ; 
although, from a thorough- conviction of the neceſſity of 
attempting ſomething again(t the . miniſterial troops before « 
reinforcement: ſhould arrive, and while we were favoured 
with the ice, 1 was not only ready, but willing and deſi» 
ous of making the aſſault, under a firm hope (if the men 
would have {tood by me) of a favourable ifſue, notwith- 
ſtznding the enemy's advantage of ground, artillery, &c. 

Perhaps the irkſomencls of my ſituation may have given 
different ideas to me, than thoſe which influenced the 
gzntlemen 1 conſulted, and might have inclined me to 
pat more to the hazard than was conſiſtent with pru- 
dence :—if it had, IL am not ſenſible of it, as I endeavour- 
ed to pive it all the conſideration that a matter of ſuch 
mportance required. Prue it is, and 1 cannot help ac- 
knowledging, that I have many diſagrecable ſenſations on 
account of my ſituation : for, to have the eyes of the 
whole continent fixed with anxious expeRation of hear- 
wg of ſome great event,—-and to be reſtrained in every 
military operation, for want of the neceſſary means of 
carrying it on,—is not very plealing, cſpecially as the 

means 
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means uſed to conceal my weakneſs from the enemy, 
conceal it alſs frgm our friends, and add to thet 
wonder. | : 

I do not utter this by way of complaint. I am ſenfſibl: 
that all that the Congreſs can do, they have done ; and 
I thould feel moſt powerfully the weight of conſcious in 
gratitude were EF not to acknowledge this. But as we 
have accounts of the arrival of powder in: captain Maſon, 
I would beg to have it ſent on in the moſt expeditiow 
manner : otherwiſe we not only loſe all chance of the ben. 
efits reſulting from the ſeaſon, but of the militia, who art 
brought in at a moſt ettormous expenſe, upon a preſumy- 
tion that we ſhould long ere this have been amply ſupplied 
with powder, under the contratts entered into with the 
committee of Congreſs. 5 

The militia, contrary to an expreſs requiſition, are cont 
and coming in without ammunition, To ſupply them alone 
with twenty-four rounds (which is: leſs, by three fifthy 
than the regulars are ſerved with) will take between fifty 
and ſixty barrels of powder ; and to complete the. other 
troops to the like quantity, will take near as much mort, 
and leave in ſtore not more than about ſixty barrels, befids 
a few rounds of cannon cartridges ready filled for uk. 
This, Sir, Congreſs: may be aſſured, is a:true ſtate of out 
powder, and will, I hope, bear ſome teſtimony of my inci- 
pacity for ation in ſuch a way as may do *any effentia 
ſervice. | 

February 2 1. When I began this letter, T propoſed 
to have ſent it by expreſs. But recolleQting that all my 
late letters have been as expreſſive of my want of powde! 
and arms as I could paint them, and that Mr. Hooper ws 
to ſet off in a day or two, I thought it unneceſſary to rut 
the continent to* the expenſe of an expreſs, merely to 
peat what L[ had ſo often done before, when' I am certam 
that Congreſs, knowing our neceſſities, will delay no time 
that can poſhbly be avoided in ſup; lying them. 

My duty is offered to Congreſs ; and, with great reſp} 
and eſteem, I have the honour to be, &c. G. V. 

P. S. Hearing of the arrival of a ſmall parcel of powd*! 
im ConneQicut, I haye been able to obtain three thouſand 
welg: 
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weight of it, which is in addition to the ſixty barrels be- 
fore mentioned. 


SIR, Cambridge, Feb. 26, 1776. 
1 HAD the honour of addreſſing you on the «igh- 
teenth and twenty-firſt inſtant, by Mr. Hooper ; ſince 
which, nothing material has occurred. 

We are making every neceſſary preparation for taking 
poſſeſhon of Dorcheſter heights as ſoon as poſlible, with a 
view of drawing the enemy out. How far our expeCta- 
tions may be anſwered, time only can determine : but I 
ſhould think, if any thing will induce them to hazard an en- 
gagement, 1t will be our attempting to fortify theſe heights ; 


as, On that event's taking place, we ſhall be able to com- 


mand a great part of the town and almoſt the whole har- 
bour, and to make them rather diſagreeable than otherwiſe, 
provided we can get a ſufficient ſupply of what we greatly 
want, . 

Within theſe three or four days, I have received ſundry 
accounts from Boſton, of ſuch movements there—(ſuch as 
taking the mortars from Bunker's hill-—the putting them, 
with ſeveral pieces of heavy ordnance, on board of ſhip, 
with a quantity of bedding—the ſhips all taking in water— 
the baking a large quantity of biſcuit, &c.—as to indicate 
an embarkation of the troops from thence. A Mr. Ides, 
who came out yeſterday, ſays that the inhabitants of the 
town generally believe that they are about to remove either 
to New-York or Virginia, and that every veſſel in the har- 
our on Tueſday laſt was taken up for government's ſer- 
vice, and two month's pay advanced them. Whether they 
really inten;] to embark, or whether the whole is a feint, 
s 1mpoiſible for me to tell. Howeyer, I have thought it 
txpedtent to ſend an expreſs to general Lee, to inform 
hi of it—(in order that he may not be taken by ſurpriſe, 
I their deſtination ſhould be againſt New-York) —and con- 
Pnued him on to you. If they do embark, I think the 
poll:ling themſelves of that place, and of the North-river, 
5 the objec they have in view, thereby ſecuring the com- 


between 


Muucation with Canada, and rendering the intercourſe | 
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between the northern and ſouthern United Colonies ex. 
ceedingly precarious and difficult. 'To prevent them from 
effeQing their plan, is a matter of the higheſt importance, 
and will require a large and reſpeQable army, and the 
molt vigilant and judicious exertions. 

Since I wrote by Mr. Hooper, ſome ſmall parcels of 
powder have arrived from ConneQticut, which will give us 
a little aſhſtance. 

On Thurſday night a party of our men at Roxbuy 


made the enemy's out-centries, conſiſting of a corporal and k 
two privates, prifoners, without firing a gun or giving the P 
leaſt alarm. e\ 
I ſhall be as attentive to the enemy's motions as I can, de 
and obtain all the intelligence in my power ; and, if I find ge 
them embark, ſhall in the moſt expeditious manner detach th 
a part of the light troops to New-York, and repair thither fri 
' myfelf if circumſtances ſhall require it. I ſhall be beter be 
able to judge what to do, when the matter happens. At cu 
preſent I can only fay that I will do every thing that ſhal BW <x 
appear proper and neceſſary. | ple 
Your letter of the twelfth inſtant, by colonel Bull, came orc 
to hanu veſterday evening : and I ihall, agreeable to your Wl wh 
recommendation, pay proper. notice to him. The ſupply WW enc 
of caſh came very ſeaſonably, as our treaſury was juſt ex Mſ nor 
hauſted, and nothing can be done here without it. ex 
I have the honour to be, &c. G. WS five 
P. S. This was intended to have been ſent by exprels: C 
but meeting with a private oppertunity, the expreſs wi 3h 
countermanded. | oY 
| that 
and 
are | 
63M Cambridge, March 7, 17:6. adox 
ON the twenty-fixth ultimo I had the honour of a6 - 
dreſling you, and then mentioned thai we were making pre m 
arations for taking poſſeſhon of Dorcheſter heights. | oF 


= : . | 
now beg leave to inform you, that, a council of gene A 
officers having determined a previous bombardment ai - *) 


: : 
cannonade expedient and proper, in order to harals tit y = 
cnemy-and divert their attention from that quarter—0 "a 

| 


Saturday, Sunday, and Monday nights laſt, we _ Vor. 
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thera on from, our poſts at Coble-hill, Leechmore's-point, 
and Lams-dam. Whether they did 'the enemy any con- 
{iderable and what injury, I have not-yet heard, but have 
the pleaſure to acquaint you that they greatly facilitated 
our ſchemes, and would have been attended with ſucceſs 
equal to. our moſt ſanguine expeRations, had it not been 
for the unlucky. buriting of two-thirteen, and three ten-inch 
mortars, among which was the braſs one taken in the ord- 
nance brig. To. what cauſe: to attribute this misfortune, L 
know not—whether to any defe& in them, or to the inex- 
perience of the bombardiers. But to return—on Monday 
evening, as ſoon as our firing commenced, a conſiderable 
detachment of our men, under the command. of .brigadier- 
general Thomas, croſſed the neck, and took poſſeſſion of 
the two hills, without the leaſt interruption or annoyance 
from the enemy; and by their preat activity and induſtry, 
| before the morning, advanced the works ſo far as to be ſe- 
cure againft their ſhot. "They are now going on with ſuch 
expeditian, that in a little time I hope they will be com- 
plete, and enable our troops {tationed there to make a vig- 
orous and .obſtinate ſtand. During the whole cannonade, 
which was inceflant the laſt two nights, we were fortunate 
enough to loſe but two men-—one, a lieutenant, by a cag- 
non ball*'s taking off his thigh—the other, a private, by the 
exploſion of a hell, which alſo lightly wounded four or 
ſive more. | 

Our taking poſſeſhon of Dorcheſter heights is only pre- 
paratory to taking poſt on Nuke-hill, and the points oppo- 
lite the ſouth end of Dofton. Tt was abſolutely necefiary 
that they ſhould be previouſly fortified, in order to cover 
and command them. As ſoon as the works on the former 
are finiſhed and complete, meaſures wil be immediately 
adopted for ſecuring the latter, and making them as ſtrong 
and defenſible as we can. Their contiguity to the enemy 
will make them of much importance, and of great ſervice 
to us. 

As mortars are effential, and "gh Me. neceſſary for 
| carrying on our operations, and for the proſecution of our 
Plans, I have applied to two furnaces to have ſome thir- 
teen-inch ones caſt with all expedition imaginable, and am 


encouraged to hape, from the accounts I have had, gg 
Vor. I. I Wi 


| laſted till exght o*cJock the next day, rendered the exe 
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will be able to do it. When they are done, and a proper 
ſupply of powder obtained, I flatter myſelf from the poſts 
we have juſt taken and are about to take, that it will be in 
our power to force the miniſterial troops to an attack, or tg 
diſpoſe of them in ſome way that will be of advantage to us, 
I think from theſe poſts they will be fo galled and annoy. 
ed, that they muſt either give us battle or quit their preſent 
poſſeſhons. 1 am reſolved that nothing on my part ſhall 
be wanting, to effe&:the one or the other. | 

It baving been the general opinion that the enemy would 
attempt to diſlodge our people from the hills, and force 
their works as ſoon as they were diſcovered, which proba- 
bly might have brought on a general engagement,—it wa 
thought adviſeable that the honourable council ſhould be 
applied to, to order in the militia from the neighbouring 
and adjacent towns. I wrote to them on the ſubjed, 
which they molt readily complied with : and, in juſtice to 
the militia, I cannot but inform you that they came in at. 
the appointed time, and manifetted the preateſt alertneſs, 
and determined reſolution to have acted like men engaged 
in the cauſe of freedom. | 

When the enemy firſt diſcovered our works in the 
morning, they ſeemed to be in great confuſion, and, from 
their movements, to have intended an attack. - It is much 
to be wiſhed that it had been made : the eyent, 1 think, 
muſt heve been fortunate, and nothing leſs than ſuccels 
and viQtory on our fide, as our officers and men appeared 
impatient for the appeal, and to have poſſeſſed the molt 
animated ſentiments and determined reſolution. - 

On Tueſday evening a conſiderable number of their 
troops embarked on board of their tranſports, and fel 
down to the caſtle, where part of them landed before dark. 
One or two of the veſfels got a-ground, and were fired 
at by our people with a feld-piece, but without any dan- 
age. . What was the deſign of this embarkation and land- 
ing, I have nor been able to learn. It would ſeem as it 
they meant an attack ; for it is moſt probable, that, if they 
make one on our - works at Dorcheſter at this time, they 
will firſt go to the caſtle, and come from thence. If ſuch 
was their deſign, a violent itorm that night, and which 
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cution of it impraQicable. ' It carried one or two of their 
veſſels a-ſhore, which have ſince got off. 

In caſe the miniſterial troops had made an attempt te 
diſlodge our men from Dorcheſter hills, and the number 
detached: upon the occaſion had been ſo great as to have 
afforded a probability of - a ſucceſsful attack's being mace 
upon Boſton,—on a ſignal given from Roxbury for that 
purpoſe, agreeable to a ſettled and concerted plan, four 
thouſand choſen men, who were held in readineſs, were 
to have embarked at the mouth of Cambridge river, in 
two diviſions, the firſt under the 6ommand of brigadier- 
general Sullivan, the ſecond under brigadier-general 
Greene,—the whole to have been commanded by major- 
general Putnam. The firſt diviſion was to land at the 
powder-houſe and pain poſſeſhon of Beacon-hill and 
Mount-Horam,—the ſecond at Barton's point or a little 
ſouth of it, and, after ſecuring that poſt, to join the other 
diviſion, and foree the enemy's gates and works at the 
neck, for letting in the Roxbury troops. - "Three floating 
batteries were to have preceded, and gone in front of the 
other boats, and kept up a heavy fire 0a that part of the 
town where our men were to land. 

How far our views would have ſucceeded, had an op- 
portunity offered for attempting the execution, is impoſhble 
tor me to ſay ; nothing leſs than experiment could deter- 
mine with preciſion. "The plan was thought to be well 
digeſted ; and, as far/as I could judge from the cheerful- 
neſs and alacrity which diſtinguiſhed the officers and men 
who were to engage in the enterpriſe, I had reaſon to 
hope for a favourable and happy ifſue. 

The militia who were ordered in from the adjacent 
towns brought with: them three day's: proviſion. "They 
were only called upon to a&t under the idea of an attack's 
being immediately made, and were all diſcharged this 
afternoon, 

I beg leave to remind Congreſs that three major-gen- 
erals are efſential and neceſſary for this army ; and that 
by general Lee's being called from hence to the command 
n Canada, the left diviſion is without one. I hope they 
will fill up the vacancy by the appointment of another. 
General "Thomas is the firlt brigadier, ſtands fair in ome 
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of reputation, and is' eſteemed a brave and good. officer;. 
If he is promoted, there*: will be a vacancy in the briga 
dier-generals, which it will be neceſſary to ſupply. by the 
appointment of ſome other gentleman:that ſhall be agreez- 
ble to Congreſs : but juftice requires me to mention that 
William Thompſon, dots, of the rifle | regiment, .s the 


firſt colonel in this department, and, as far as I have had 
an opportunity of judging, is a good officer and a man of. 


courage. What I have ſaid of theſe two gentlemen, 1 
conceived to be my duty, at the fame time -acknowledg: 


ing, whatever promotions-are- made will be ſatisfaQory to: 


me. 


eſcaped from Boſton the night before .with fix of his 
crew, came to head-quarters, and gave the followny 
Intelligence :—* That our bombardment and cannonade 
cauſed a great deal of furpriſe and alarm in town, as many 
of the ſoldiery faid they never heard'or thought we had 
mortars or ſhells ;—that ſeveral of the officers acknowledg- 
ed they were well and properly dire&ted ;—that they made 
much diſtreſs and confuſion ;—that the: cannon ſhot, for the 
greatelt part, went through the: houſes ; ard» he was told 
that one took off the legs and arms of fix men lying m 


the barracks on the neck ;—that a ſoldier, who came from 
the lines there on Tueſday morning,. informed him that | 


twenty men had been wounded the night before :—(it 
was reported that others were alſo -hurt, and one of the 
light-horſe torn to pieces by the exploſion: of a ſhell : this 
was afterwards contradidted)—that, early” on Tueſday 
morning, admiral Shuldham, diſcovering - the works our 
people were throwing up on Dorchefter heights, imme- 
diately ſent an expreſs to general Howe, to inform him 
that it was neceſſary they ſhould be attacked and diſlodged 
from thence, or he would be under the neceſſity. of with 
drawing the ſhips from the harbour, which were ander bus 
command ;—that preparations were dire&ty made for that 
purpoſe, as it was ſaid ; and, from twelve to. two o'clock, 
about three thouſand men embarked on board the tranl- 
ports, which fell down to the caſtle with a defign of land- 


\ ng on that part of Dorcheſter next to it, and attacking 
$ur works on the heights at fiye o'clock next morning ;-* 


that 


March g.——Yeſterday evening, 2 captain Irvine, who: 
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that lord Percy was appointed to command ;—that 1t was 
generally believed the attempt would have been made, had - 
it not been for the violent ſtorm which happened that 
night, as I have mentioned before ;—that he heard ſeveral” 
of the privates, and one or two ſerjeants, ſay as they were 
embarking, that it would-be another Bunker's-hill affair.” 
He further informs—* that the army is preparing to 
leave Boſton, and that: they will do it ina: day or two j— 
| that the tranſports neceſſary for their embarkation . were 
getting . ready with the . utmoſt expedition ;—that there 
had been great movements and confuſion among the troops, 
the night and day. preceeding his coming. out, in burrying . 
down their cannon, artullery and other ſtores, to the wharves, 
with the utmolt precipitation ; and they were putting them 
on board the ſhips in ſuch haſte, that no account or mems 
orandum was taken of them ;—that moſt of the cannon. 
were removed from their works, and embarked or embark- 
ing ;—that he heard-a woman ſay, whom he took-to be an 
officer's wife, that ſhe had ſeen men go under the ground at. 
the lines on the neck, without returning ;—that the ſhip he 
commanded was taken up, places fitted, and fitting, for of- 
icers to lodge, and ſeveral ſhot, ſhells. and cannon already- 
on board ;—that the tories were to have the liberty of go- 
ing where they pleaſe,. if-they can-get feamen to man the- 
reſſels, of whom there was-a great ſcarcity. ;—that on that 
account, many veſſels could not be carried away, and would 
de burned ;—that. many of the inhabitants.apprehended the 
town would be deſtroyed ; and that- it-- was generally: 

thought their deſtination is Halifax.” h 9h 
The. account: given by. captain Irvine-as to the embark- 
ation, and their. being about to leave the town, I believe 
true, There are other . circumſtances corroborating ; and. 
it. ſeems fully confirmed. by a paper ſigned by four of the. 
ſeletmen of the town, (a copy of which I have the hon- 
our to incloſe you) which was brought out yeſterday even= 
ng by a flag, and delivered to colonel Learned, by. major 
Baſſet of the tenth regiment, who defired it might'be de- 
| livered me as ſoon as poſſible. I adviſed with ſuch of the 
general officers upon the occaſion as I could immediately 
alſemble ; .and we determined it right (as it was not ad- 
elſed. ta me or any one elſe, nor authenticated . by the 
12: ſignature. 
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ſignature of general Howe, or any other a& obliging hin 
ro a performance of the promiſe mentioned on his part) 
that I ſhould give it no anſwer ; at the ſame time, that a 
letter ſhould be returned, as going from colonel Learned, 
ſignifying his having laid it before me,—with the reaſons 
aligned for not anſwering it. A copy of this is ſent. 

To-night I ſhall have a battery thrown up on Nuke-hill 
(Dorcheſter. point) with a deſign of ating as circumſtances 
may require ; it being judged adviſeable to proſecute our 
plans of fortification, as we intended before this informa. 
tion from the ſeleAmen came. | 

It being agreed on all hands that there is no poſſibility 
of ſtopping them in caſe they determine to go,—I ſhal 
order look-outs to be kept upon all the head-lands, to dif. 
cover their movements and courſe, and moreover dire@ 
commodore Manly and his little ſquadron to dog them, as 
well for the ſame purpoſe as for picking up any of their 
veſſels that may chance to depart their convoy. © From 
their loading with ſuch precipitancy, it is prefumable they 
will not be 1n the beſt condition for ſea. | 

If the miniſterial troops evacuate, the town and leave it 
Nanding, I have thoughts of taking meaſures for fortifying 
the entrance into the harbour, if it ſhall be thought proper, 
and the ſituation of affairs will admit of it. 
Notwithſtanding the report from Boſton that Halifax 1s 
the place oftheir deſtination, I have no doubt but that 


they are going to the ſouthward of this,—and, I appre- 


hend, to New-York. Many reafons lead to this opinion: 
1t 1s in ſome meaſure corroborated by their ſending an ex- 
preſs ſhip there, which, on Wedneſday week, got on ſhore 
and bilged at Cape-Cod. The diſpatches, if written, wer? 
d-ftroyed when ſhe was boarded, She had a parcel of 
coal, and about four thouſand cannon-ſhot, ſix carrizge- 
guns, a ſwivel or two, and three barrels of powder, 

' I ſhall hold the riflemen and other parts of our troops 
m readineſs to march at a moment's warning, and govert 
my movements by the events that happen, or ſuch orders 
as I may receive from Congreſs, which I beg may be am- 
ple, and forwarded with all poſſible expedition. 

© On the Gxth inſtant, a ſhip bound from London, with 
Kores for the miniſterial army, confiſting of coal, pot 
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nd krout, fell in with our armed veflels, four of them in 
company, a2d was carried into Portſmouth. She had 
had a long paſſage, and of, courſe brought no papers of a 
Jate date. 'Fhe only letters of importance, or in the leaſt 
intereting that were found, T have incloſed. 

| beg leave to mention to Congreſs that money is much. 


want2d. The militia from theſe governments, engaged 


till the firſt of April, are then to be paid: and, if we 
march from hence, the expenſe will be very conſiderable, 
muſt be defrayed, and cannot be accompliſhed without it. 
The neceffity of makipg the earlieſt remittance for theſe 
purpoſes 1s too obvious for me to add more. . 

When I wrote that part of this letter which 1s antece- 
dent to this date, I fully expected it would have gone be- 
fore now by colonel] Bull, not deeming it of fathcient 
importance to ſend a ſpecial meflenger. But he deferred 
his return from time to time, and never ſet off till to-day. 
Theſe reaſons I hope will excuſe the delay, and be re- 

cived as a proper apology for not tranſmitting it ſooner. 

I have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


SIR, Cambridge, March I3, 1776. 


IN my letter of the ſeventh and ninth inftant which 
I had the honour of add:efling yon, I mentioned the in- 
teligence I 'had received reſpe&ing the embarkation of 
the troops from Boſton ; and fully expected, bcfore this, 
tiat the town would have been entirely evacuated. Al- 
though 1 have been deceived, and was rather premature 
n the opinion I had then formed, I have little reaſon to 
doubt but the event will take place in a very ſhort time, 
as Other accounts which have come to hand ſince, of 
the failing of a great number of tranſports from the har- 


bour to Nantaket-road, and many circumſiances correſ--. 


ponding therewith, ſeem to confirm and render it un- 

cuzſionable. | i 
Whether the town will be deſtroyed, is a matter of 
Mich uncertainty : but it would ſeem, from the deſtroc-' 
tion they are making of ſundry pieces of furniture, of 
Many of their waggons, carts, &c. which they cannot take 
with 
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with them as it is ſaid, that it will not : for, if they in. 
tended it, the whole might be 1nvolved 1n one . general 
ruin. 

Holding it of- the laſt importance in the preſent-conteſt 
that we ſhould ſecure New-York, and prevent the- enemy 
from poſſeſſing it,—and © conjefturing. they have views of 
that ſort, and -their embarkation to be for that purpoſe,— 
I judged it. neceſſary, under the fituation of: things here, 
to call a council of general officers to conſult of ſuch mea. 
ures as might be expedient to be taken at this-intereſting 
conjunRture of affairs.” A.copy of. the proceedings. I haye 
the honour to incloſe you. . | 

Agreeabtz to the-opinion of the counci], I ſhall. detach 
the rifle regiment to-morrow, under the command of brig. 
adier-general - Sullivan, with orders to repair to New- 
York with all--poſhble expedition 5—which will be ſuc« 
ceeded, the day after, by the other five in one brigade,— 
they being all that it was thought. adviſeable. to ſend from 
hence till the enemy ſhall have quitted the- town. - Imme« 
diately. upon their. departure, I ſhall ſend forward .mapr: 
general Putnam, and follow myſelf with the remainder of Wl 7! 
the army as ſoon as -I have it.in my power, —leaving Ming 
here ſuch a number of. men as circumſtances may ſeem to! but 
require-”. | bhr 

As: the badrnieſs of: the roads'at-'this ſeaſon will greatly WM the 
retard the march of our men, I have, by advice of the gen: {the 
eral officers, wrote to governor 'Trumbull by this expreſs, Won; 
to uſe -his utmoſt -exertions for. throwing a reinforcement Wis. 
of two thouſand men into-. New-York, from the weſtern'WMto þ 
parts of -ConneCticut,—and "to the commanding - officer iſtic) 
there, to apply to the provincial convention or committee :ſ ! 
of ſafety of New-Jerfey, for a thouſand more for the ſame WWs*ne 
purpoſe, to oppoſe- the enemy and prevent- their getting, Will 
poſſeſſion in caſe: they arrive before the troops: from hence Wy | 
can pet there ; -of- which there 1s-a probability, unleſs they']MWeven! 
are impeded by contrary.. winds.- 'This meaſure, though- York 
it may be attended with conſiderable expenſe, | I flatter: leavi 
myſelf, will meet with'tize approbation of Congreſs. Paſt Wy 
experience, and the lines in Boſton and on Boſton neck» WW” it 
point out. the propriety, and ſuggeſt the neceſlity of keep- WW" Y 
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ing, our enemies from gaining poſleſlion - and. making a 
ledgement. _ | | 

| Should their deſtination be further ſouthward, or for 
Halifax (as-reported.1n Bolton) for the purpoſe of poing 
into Canada,—the march of our troops to New-York will 
place them nearer the ſcene of action, and-more convenient 
for affording ituccours. 

We have not taken'po{t* on Nuke-hill, and fortified it. 
as mentioned that we ſhould, in my laſt. On hearing that : 
the enemy were about to retreat and Jeave the town, it - 
was thought. umprudent and unadviſeabte to force them-: 
with too much precipitation, that we might gain a little 
time, apd prepare for a march. To-morrow' evening we. 
ſhall take poſſeſhon, unlefs they are gone. 

As- New-York is of ſuch importance, prudence and: 
policy require . that every precaution that can be deviſed ' 
ſhould be adopted, to- fruſtrate the deſigns which the ene- 
my have of poſſeſhng it. To this end. I have ordered vel- 
ſels to be provided: and ' held ready at Norwich, forthe. 
embarkation and tran{portation-. of our tzoops - thither. 
This I bave done with a view not only of greatly expedit- - 
ng their arrival, (as it will fave ſeveral days' marching) 
but alſo that they may be freih and fit for intrenchang and. 
throwing up works -of defence as foon as they. get there,/if- 
they do not meet the enemy - to-contend with: z-—for nei- | 
ther of which would they be in a proper conditipn after a: 
long and fatiguing march in bad roads. If Wallace, with 
bis fhips, ſhould be appriſed of the meaſure, .and attempt 
to prevent.it by ſtopping up; the harbour of New-London, - 
they can but purſue their march by land; | 

You will pleaſe to obſerve that it is the opinion of the. 
general. officers, if the enemy abandon the town, that it - 
wit be unneceſſary to employ or keep any part of this ar- 
my for its defence.; and that I have mentivned,- on that 
event's happening, I thall immediately repair to - New+ 
York with the remainder of: the army not now: detached, 
laving only ſuch a number of. men here as circumſtances 
may ſeem to require. What I partly allude to, 1s, that, 
3s 1t will take a conſiderable time for the removal of ſuch 
a dody of men, and the diviſions mult precede each other in 
Kh order. as: to allow. intermediate tinze fuRcient for 
theny- 


_ done previous to the march of the whole, for ſecuring and 


that direQions might be received: from Congreſs reſpe&ing 


| beg leave to recommend the lieutenant-colonel Hand, 
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them to' be covered- and provided: for, and many thing 


forwarding ſuch neceffaries as cannot be immediately car. 
ried, and others which it may be proper to keep here,— 


the ſame, and as many men ordered to remain for that 
and other purpoſes, as they may judge proper.” I could 
wiſh to have their commands upon' the ſubje&, and in 
time ; as I may be under ſome degree of embarraſſment x 
to their views. NP H0 | 
Congreſs having been pleaſed to appoint: colonef 
Thompſon a brigadier-general, there is a vacancy forz 
colonel in the regiment he-commanded, to which' I woult 


FT fhall alſo take the liberty of recommending captain 
Hugh Stephenſon; of the Virginia riflemen, to ſucceed 
colonel Hand, and to be appointed: in his place as lieuten- Wh *< 
ant-colonel,—there being no major to the regiment: ſince Wh 
the promotion of major Magaw to be lieutenant-colonel of 


one of the Pennſylvania' battahons, and who is gone from lo 
hence. He is, m my opinion, the fitteſt perſon in this "4 
e 


army for it, as well as the oldeſt captaia in the” ferncs, 
having diſtinguiſhed' himſelf at the head of a rifle company Wl 
all the laſt war, and highly merited the approbation of his W® © 
ſuperior officers. 

Colonel. Mifflin informed me to-day of his having re 
ceived: tent-cloths from' Mr. Barrell, of Philadelphia, i fore 
the amount of ſeven thouſand: five hundred pounds Penn- 
{ylvania currency, and applied for a warrant for payment 
of it. But, as our fund is low, and many neceſſary de 
mands againl(t it which nut be ſatisfied, —and our call 
for money are and will be exceedingly great, —I coult 
not grant it, thinking it might be convenient for paymell 
- be made in Philadelphia, by your order on the trealur 

ere. | | 

have the honour to: be, &c. G. W. 


SIR, | Head- Duarters, Cambridge, March 19, 1716 
IT is with the greateſt pleaſure I inform you, that, 0 


Sunday laſt, the ſeyenteenth inſtant, about nine Ocany 
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the forenoon, the miniſterial army evacuated the town of 
Boſton, and that the forces of the United Colonies are- 
now in actual pofſeſhon thereof. I beg leave to congratu- 
late you, Sir, and the honourable Congreſs, on this happy 
event, and particularly as it was effe&ed without endanger- 
ing the lives and property of the remaining unhappy inhab- 
1tants. 

I have great reaſon to imagine their flight was precipitat- 
ed by the appearance of a work which I had ordered to be 
thrown up laſt Saturday night on an eminence at Dorchel- 
ter which lay neareſt to Boſton neck, called Nuke-hill. 

The town, although it has ſuffered greatly, is not in ſo. 
bad a fate as I expeted to find it ; and I have a particu- 
Jar pleaſure in being, able to inform you, Sir, that your houſe 
has received no damage worth mentioning. Your furniture 
is-n tolerable order, and the family pictures are all left en- 
tire and untouched. Captain Cazneau takes charge of the 
whole, until he ſhall receive further orders from you. 

As ſoon as the miniſterial troops had quitted the town, 
] ordered a thouſand men, {who had had the ſmall-pox ) 
under command of general. Putnam, to take poſſeſſion of 
the heights, which I ſhall endeavour to fortify in fuch a man- 
ner as to prevent their return, ſhould they attempt it. But, 
3s they are ſtill in the harbour, I thought it not prudent to 
march off with the main body of the army until I ſhould 
be fully ſatisfied they had quitted the coaſt. T have there- 
fore only detached five regiments, beſides the rifle battal- 
ln, to New-York, and ihall keep the remainder here till 
all ſuſpicion of their return ceaſes. 

' The ſituation in which, I found their works evidently 
wiſcovered that their retreat was made with the greateſt 
recipitation. They have left their barracks and other 
works of wood at Bunkey's hill, &c. all ſtanding, and 
bare deſtroyed but a ſmall part of their lines. 'They have 
alſo left a.number of ſine pieces of cannon, which they firſt 
IPiked up, alſo a very Jarge iron mortar ; and, as I am in- 

ormed, they have thrown another over the end of your 
harf, 1 have employe@ proper perſons to drill the can- 
on, and doubt not I ſhall fave the moſt of them.—I am 
vt yet able to procure an exact liſt of all the ſtores they 
ave left, As ſ{oon as it can be done, I ſhall take care tg 

tranſmit 
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_|' tranſmit it to you.—-From an eſtimate of what the quarter. 
bl mafter general has already diſcovered, the amount.will be 
| twenty-five or thirty thouſand paunds. 

Part of the powder mentioned in yours of . the fixth in. 

-Nant has already arrived. 'The-ren.a:2der I have ordered 

to be ſtopped on the road, as we ſhall haye no occation for 

-it here. The letter to general 'Thomas, I immedaately ſent 

to him. He defired leave for three or four- days, to ſettle 

Tome of this private affairs ; after which, he will ſet out for 

his command in Canada. 1 am happy-that my conduQtin 
intercepting lord Drummond's letter is approved of by 
. Congreſs. LEW 3 

I have the honour'to be, &c. GW, 


'SIR, Cambridge,. March 24,1776. 

WHEN TI had the honour to addreſs you on the 
; Nineteenth inſtant upon the evacuation of the town of Bob th 
ton by the miniftenal army, I fully expected, as their re: ; 
treat and embarkation were- hurried and precipitate, thay 
before now, they would have departed the harbour, aad been Ws 
far in their paſlage to the place of deſtination. But, 08. 1 
my ſurpriſe and diſappointment, the fleet is ſtil in Nantah | 


—— 
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ket-road. The purpoſe inducing (their ſtay 1s altogether Jon 

unknown ; nor can I ſuggeſt any fatisfa&ory reaſon. for it "0 

= On Wedneſday night laſt, :before tie-whole of the fleet ſel _ 
F q down to Nantaſket, they demolithed the caſtle and houſes _ 
| i bzlongins to it, by burning them down, and the ſeveral for lite 
| tifications. They left.a great number of [the carnon, but det . 

lf have rendered all of them, except a very few, entirely uſe "By 

| |- leſs, by breaking off the trunnions; and thoſe they {pikel troy 


tt up : but they may be made ſcrviccable again :z—ſome att 
W alr2ady done. 

i | There are ſeveral veſſels in the docks, which were tak 
un by the enemy (ſome with and others without cargoes) 
| which. different perſons claim as their [property .and right, 
it Are they to be reſtored to their former owners on makil 
1 proof of their title, or to belong to the-continent, as capture 
| made from the encmy ?—l wiſh Congreſs would dired 


mode of proccedivg again{t them, and eſtabliſh « rule 
dectfion+ 
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deciſion : they appear to me to be highly neceſſary. In. ke 
manver, ſome of the cannon which are in Boſton are aid 
to have come from the caſtle. Suppoſing them, with'thoſe 
remaining at the caſtle, to have been purchaſed -by and pro- 
vided originally at the expenſe of this province,—are they 
now to be conſidered as belonging to it, or to” the public? 
[ beg leave to refer the matter to the opinion of Congreſs, 
and pray their direftion how I am to condu@ reſpeQiing 
them. Fa 

It having been ſuggeſted to me that there was conſider- 
able property, &c. belonging to perſons who had, from 'the 
firſt of the preſent unhappy conteſt, manifeſted an unfriend- 
ly and inveterate diſpoſition, in the town of Boſton, T 
thought it prudent to write to the honourable General Court 
upon the ſubje, that it might be inquired after and ſecured. 
A copy of the letter I herewith ſend you, and ſubmit it to 
Congreſs, through you, whether they will not determine 
how it is to be diſpoſed of, and as to-the appropriation of 
the money ariſing from the ſale of the ſame. 

As ſoon as the town was abandoned by the enemy, I 
judged it adviſeable to ſecure the ſeveral heights, leſt = 
ſhould attempt to return ; and, for this purpoſe, have caul- 
ed a Jarge and ſtrong work to be thrown up on Fort-hill, a 
polt of great importance, as it commands the whole harbour, 
and, when fortified, if properly ſupported, will greatly an- 
noy any fleet the enemy may ſend againſt the town, and 
render the landing of their troops exceedingly difficult, if 
not impratticable. This work is almoſt done, and in a 
little time will be complete : and, that the communication 
between the town and -country may he free and open, I have 
ordered all the lines upon the neck to be immediately de- 
ltroyed, and the other works on the ſides of the town 
facing the country, that the inhabitants from the latter may 
not be impeded, and afforded an eaſy entrance, in cafe the 
temy ſhould gain poſſeſhon at any future time. Theſe 
matters I conceived to be within the line of my duty ; of 
Which I adviſed the General Court, and recommended to 
their attention ſuch other meaſures as they might think 
necelſary for ſecuring the town againſt the hoſtile defigns 
ff the enemy, | 


OL. L. a K I have 
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| I have juſt got an inventory of ſtores and property he. 
longing to the crown, which the enemy left in Boſton, at 
the .caltle and Bunker's-hill, which I have the honour 
t9 tranſmit you ; and ſhall give (tri orders that a careful 
attention be had to any more that may be found. I ſhall 
take ſuch precautions reſpefting them, that they may be ſe. 
cure, and turn to the public advantage, as much as poſh 
ble, or circumſtances will admit of, 

A Mr. Bulfinch from Boſton, who acted as clerk to 
Mr. * * *, having put into my hands a liſt of rations 


drawn the Saturday before the troops evacuated the town, | 


I have incloſed it for your infpe&ion. He ſays, neither 


the ſtaff ofhicers nor women are included in the liſt ; from. 


which it appears that their number is greater than, we had 
an idea of. . | 

| Major: general Ward and brigadier-general Frye are de- 
firous of leaving the ſervice ; and, for that purpoſe, hare 
requeſted me to lay the matter before Congreſs, that they 
may be allowed to refign their commiſſions. 'The papers 
containing their applicationz you will herewith receive, 
They will give you a full and more particular information 
upon the ſubje&t ; and therefore I ſhall take the liberty of 
referring you to them, 

I would mention to Congreſs that the commiſſary 
artillery ſtores has informed me, that whatever powder has 
| been ſent to this camp has always come without any bill 
aſcertaining the number of caſks or quantity, This, it!s 
probable, has proceeded from forgetfulneſs 'or inattention 
in the perſons appointcd to ſend it, cr the negligence of 
thoſe who brought it, though they have declared otherwiſe, 
and that they never had any. As it may in ſome meaſurs 
prevent emb2zzlements, {though I do not ſuſpe& any tv 
have been made) and the commiſſary will know what and 
how much to receive, and be enabled to diſcover miſtakes 
if any ſhould happen,—T thould be glad if you will diret 
a bill of parcels to be «lways ſent in future. 

There have been ſo many accounts from England, al 
agreeing that commiſhorers are coming to America, t0 
propoſe terms for an accommodation, as they ſay,—that 
am inclined to think the time of their arrival not very far 

off. If they come to Boſton, (which prob-5ly will be " 

Ca [4 
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Gaſe if they come to America at all) I ſhall be under much 
embarraſſment reſpe&ting the manner of receiving them, 
and the mode of treatment that ought to be uſed. I there- 
fore pray that Congreſs will give me direQions, and point 
out the line of condu& to: be purſued—whether they are 
to. be conſidered as ambaſſadors, and to have a paſs or per- 
mit for repairmg through the country to Philadelphia or 
to any other place—or whether they are to be reſtrained 
in any and what manner. ET ſhall anxiouſly wait their or- 
ders, and, whatever they are, comply with them literally. 
FE have the honour to be, &c. GO. We 


SIR, Cambridge, March 27, t776: 

I RECEIVED your favour of the eleventh inſtant 
by Saturday night's poſt, and muſt beg pardon for not ac- 
knowledging it in my laſt of the twenty-fourth. The hur- 
ry I was then in occaſioned the negle&, and I hope will 
apologize for it. | | - 
| I now beg leave to inform you that I have juſt received 
mtelligence that the whole of the miniſterial fleet, beſides 
three or four ſhips, got under way thts evening at Nantaſ- 
ket-road, and were (tanding out for ſea : in conſequence of 
which, I ſhall detacly a brigade of fix regiments immect- 
ately from hence for New-York, under the command of 
brigadier-genera] Sullivan (brigadier-general Heath having 
gone with the firſt) which will be ſucceeded by another in 
a day or two ; and direQly after 1 ſhall forward the re- 
main er of the army (except four or five regiments which 
will be left for taking care of the barracks and public ſtores, 
and fortifying the town, and erefting ſuch works for its 
defence as the honourable General Court may think necef- 
fary)—and follow myſelf. 

Apprehending that general Thomas will ſtand in need 
of ſome artilleriſts in Canada, I have ordered two compa- 
nies of the train to march immediately ; and two mortars, 
with a quantity of ſhells and ſhot, to be fent him. He 
ſet out on the twenty-firſt inſtant. ITY 

Incloſed you have a copy of the return of ordnance 
fores left in Boſton by the enemy. In it are not included 

the 
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the cannon left at the caftle, amounting to a hundred and 
thirty-five pieces, as reported, all of which, except a very 
few, they have deſtroyed and rendered uſeleſs, by knock. 
ing off the trunnions, and ſpiking up. 

I beg leave to tranſmit you the copy of a petition from 
the inhabitants of Nova-Scotia, brought me by * * *, e&. 
quire, mentioned therein, who is now here with an Acadian, 
From this it appears they are 1n a diſtreſſed ſituation ; and, 
from Mr. * * **$s account, are exceedingly apprehenſive 
that they will be reduced to the diſagreeable alternative of 


| taking up arms and joining our en2mies, or to flee their 


country, unleſs they can be protefted againſt their inſults 
and oppreſhons. He ſays that their committees think ma- 
ny falutary and valuable conſequences would be derived 
from five or fx hundred men being ſent there, as it would 
not only quiet the minds of the people from the anxiety and 
uneaſineſs they are now filled with, and enable them ta 
take a part in behalf of the Colonies, but be the means of 
preventing the Indians (of whom there are a good many) 
from taking the fide of government, and the miniſterial 
troops from getting ſuch ſupplies of proviſions from thence 
as they have done. 

How far thele good purpoſes would be anſwered if ſuch 
a force was ſent as they alk for, is impoſſible to deternune 
in the preſent uncertain ſtate of things. For, if the. army 
from Boſton is going to Halifax (as reported by them be- 
fore their rn. Fn, that or a much more conſiderable 
force would: b2 of no avail : if not, and they poſſeſs the 
friendly diſpoſition to our cauſe, ſuggeſted in the petition 
and declared by Mr. * * *, it might be of great ſervice, 
unleſs another body of troops ſhould be ſent thither by ad- 
miniſtration, too powerful for them to oppoſe. It being a 
matter of ſome importance, I judged it prudent. to Jay 
before Congreſs for their conſideration ; and requeſting 
their dire&ion upon the ſubje&, ſhall only add, if they de 
termine to adopt it, that they will preſcribe the number t9 
be ſent, and whether it is to be from the regiments which 
will be left here. I ſhall wait their deciſion, and, what 
ever it 1s, will endeavour to have it. carried into execution 


I have the honour to be, &c. G. W 


Head-2u | ters, 
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$IR, | Head- © uarters, Cambridge, April 1, 14 76. 

THIS letter- will be delivered you by * * F, eſquire, 
the gentleman from Nova-Scotia whom I mentioned to you 
in mine of the twenty-ſeventhr ultimo. He ſeemed defar- 
ous of waiting on the honourable: Congreſs, in order to lay 
before them the (ſtate of public affairs, and: fituation of the 
inhabitants of that province... And, as it might be in his 
power to communicate many things perſonally which could 
not be ſo well done by letter, I encouraged him in his de- 
ſign, and haye advanced him fifty dollars to defray his ex- 
pepſes. The. Acadian accompanies him : and, as they 
ſem to be ſolid judicious men, I beg leave to recommend 
them both to the notice of Congreſs ;—and am moſt re- 
ſpe&fully, Sir, your moſt obedient, &c. "11, V's 


SIR, Head-Duarters, Cambridge, April 1, 1776. 

AN expreſs arrived this morning with a letter from 
governor Cooke of Rhode-Ifland, of which the incloſed is 
a copy. In conſequence of this important intelligence, I 
immediately diſpatched an expreſs after general Sullivan 
who 18 on his march to Norwich with fix regiments, and 
ordered him to file off to Providence, if he ſhould be ſo 
defired by governor Cooke, to whom I have wrote on the 
lubje&, | 

General Greene was to have marched this morning with 
five more regiments by way of Providence. TI have order- 
ed him to haſten his march' for that place ; and hope to 
colle& a force there ſufficient to prevent. the enemy from 
effeQing their purpoſe. 

Whether this movement be only a feint to draw our at- 
tertion from their principal obje&, or not, is at preſent im- 
poſſible to determine. I momently expe& further intel- 
ligence from governor Cooke. If the alarm ſhould be 
well grounded, I ſhall haſten to Providence, and make the - 
neceſſary diſpoſitions for their reception. 1 beg you to aſ- 
ſure the honourable Congreſs I ſhall exert myſelt to the ut- 
molt to fruſtrate the Jehgns of the enemy. 

I am, Sir, your moſt obedient, &c. G. W. 

K 2 Camvradge, 
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SIK-19 . .. Cambridge, April 4, 1y46, 

I WAS honoured with your favours of the twenty. 
firſt and twenty-fifth ultimo, on the fecond inſtant,—the 
former by. Mr., Hanſon, 8c. the latter by Feſſenden.. ] 


heartily with the money had arrived ſooner, that the iilit } 


might have been -paid as ſoon as their time: of ſervice ex- 
pired. 'The diſappointment has given them great unea(- 
neſs, and they are gone homie - much diſſatisfied : nor have 
I been without ſevere complaints from the other troops on 
the ſame account. When 1 get to New-York, I hope 1 
ſufficient ſum will be there, ready to pay every claim. 

It is not in my power. to make report of the deficiency 
of arms in compliance with the direction of Cangrels at thi 
time, as ſome of the regiments are at, and:molt of the oth 
ers on their march to New-York ; nor do I know that it 
would anſwer any good purpele, if it were, —having made 
repeated applications to the ſeveral aſſemblies and conyer- 
tions upon the ſubje&, and conſtantly received for anſwer, 
that they could afford no relief. | 

When I arrive at New-York, I ſhall, in purſuance « 
the order of Congreſs, detach four battalions to Canada, it 
the fituation of affairs will admit of it: and ſhall be ex 
tremely happy if they and the troops already there can eb 
fect the important end of their going. +2900 

ln my letter of the firſt inſtant, per poſt, I incloſed you 

a copy of a letter from governor Cooke, adviſing me of the 
arrival of a ſhip of war, -&c. at and near the harbour of 
Newport. I have now the pleaſure to inform you thi 
the report was entirely premature, and without any 
foundation, You have a copy of his letter of the fir 
witant to this effet. I wiſh the alarm had never bee! 
given: it occaſioned general Sullivan and” his brigade 
to make an unneceflary and inconvenient diverſion from 
their route. Ws 

Incloſed is a copy of an account, preſented by tit 
honourable General Court, of powder furniſhed the cont 
nental army by this colony. From the account, it a7 
pears that part of it was ſupplied before the army was us 
der my command; and therefore I know nothing of 1; 


but bave not the ſmalleft doubt of the juſtice of the — 
a 
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I ſhall leave: about two hundred barrels of this article with 
major-general Ward, out of which Congreſs will dire& 
him to make a return, if -they think proper, —and alſs- 
re-payment of what may have been furniſhed by the other 
governments. Ez 

A proclamation ,of g2neral Howe's, iflued a few days 
before has departure from town, having failen into my 
hands; 1 have incloſed you a copy, which may probably 
have been.the. occaſion of large quantities of .goods being 
carried away, and the removal of many: -perfons, which 
otherwiſe would not have happened. | | 

Colonel Warren, pay-maſter-general, finding the army 
likely to be removed from hence, informed me the other 
day that the ſituation of his affairs and engagements in the 
buſmeſs of the colony are fuch, as to prevent him from 
perſonally attending the army; and offered, in caſe it. 
ſhould be required, to reſign. This was gather embarral- 
ſing. To me it appears indiſpenſably neceffary that the 
pay-maſter-general, with his books, ſhould be at or near 
head-quarters. Indeed it is uſual for the head of every 
department in the army, however diſperſed that army may 
be, to be with the commanding general, keeping deputies 
in the {ſmaller departmeats. On the other hand, colonel 
Warren's merit and attachment. to the cauſe are ſuch, that 
I could do nothing lefs than deſire, (as ſome money muſt 
be left for the pay and contingent charges of the arm 
which will remain here) he would wait here till Contreld 
ſhall be pleaſed to give their ſentiments upon the matter— 
ſending in the mean time ſome perſon in whom he could 
confide, with the money, but little of which there will be 
to carry, though great the demands, as nine of the regi- 
ments which have marched to New-York have only re- 
ceived five hundred pounds each, towards their pay for 
the months of February 'and March—and fix others, not 
a farthing. TI hope therefore this matter will be conſider- 
ed by Congreſs, and the reſult tranſmitted me as ſoon as 

one, 

I would alſo mention to Congreſs, that the militia regi- 
ments which were lait called upon, in making up their ab- 
{traCts, charged pay—the officers, from the time they re- 
ceived orders to raiſe companies—and the 'privates, _ 

tae 
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the time they reſpettively engaged to come or were call. 
&d upon, though they did not march for a conſiderable 
time after—ſom: not within three, four, to twenty days, 
during all which, they remained at home about their own 
private affairs, without doing any thing elſe than * prepar. 
ing for the- march,” as they fay by way of plea; 'This 
appeared to me ſo exceedingly unreaſonable, and ſo con- 
trary to juſtice, that the public ſkould pay for a longer time 
than from the day of their march to that of their return, 
that I ordered the abſtracts to be made out accordingly, 
and refuſed to give warrants on any other terms. They 
ſay that the enliſting orders, which went out from their 
governments, give them the pay they claim. The fa 
may be that ſomething in theſe may ſeem to authoriſe it ; 
but I muſt ſubmit it to Congreſs, and with for their deci- 
ſion, whether the continent mult pay it. 

I am, with great eſteem, &c. G.V. 

P. S. I ſhall ſet off to-day. 


SIR, New-York, April 25,1776. 
I AM now to inform you that on the fourth inſtant 

I fet out from Cambridge, and arrived here on Saturday 
laſt. I came through Providence, Norwich, ' and New- 
London, in order to ſee and expedite the embarkation of 
the troops. The third brigade, under the command of 
general Greene, was at New-London when 1 left it, where 
there was a ſufficient number of tranſports to embark. 
them—and moſt probably would have arrived here before 
this, had it not. been for a ſevere ſtorm which happened 
the night they ſailed, which diſperſed them, and, I fear, 
has done them ſome injury. » | | 
General Spencer, with the laſt brigade,. marched from 
Roxbury the day I left Cambridge, and would be at New- 
London, ready to embark in the retura-tranſports whuch 
brought general Sullivan's diviſion 'to this place. The 
whole of the troops may he reaſonably expe&ted here n 
the courſe of this week. The badoeſs of the roads, and 
difficulty of procuring teams for bringing the' ſtores, bag: 
gaze, &c. have greatly prolonged their arrival at I 
| | ave 
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' T have not had time, fince I came, to look fully about 
me; but find many works of defence begun, and fome 
faithed. 'The troops are much diſperſed —ſome on Long- 
Iſland, others on Staten-Iſland, &c. FY 

I have ordered four battalions from hence to Canadaz. 
and am taking meaſures to have them forwarded to Albany, 
by water, with all poſſible expedition. This will greatly 
expedite their arrival, ' and eaſe the men of much fatigue, 
I have wrote general . Schuyler of their .coming, that he 
may have neceſſary meaſures taken to hurry their march to 
general Thomas. £ | T35 

I am informed by general Putnam that the militia, that 
were called in for the ſupport of this town in cafe the 
miniſterial army had arrived before our troops, are all dif- 
charged, it being unnecc{ary to keep them longer. 

All the ſhips of war, befides the &fia, moved out of this 
harbour on Saturday, and the Afia yeſterday ; ſome of 
which are now below the Narrows, and the ref} gone to- 
ea. 

Your favour of the tenth inſtant, by major Sherburne,. 
direted to general Putnam or the commanding officer 
here, came to hand on Saturday evening, with three boxes 
of money, which I ſhall deliver the pay-maſter as foon as 
he arrives, and tranſmit you his receipt for the ſame. 

Having received information from hence before my de» 
parture from Cambridge, that thirty pieces of heavy can» 
non were wanting, and{eſſentially neceſſary for the defence 
of this place, in addition to thoſe: already here—1 took 
ihe liberty of applying to admiral Hopkins, whom I ſaw at 
New-London, for that number, with the mortars and: 
ſtores he brought from Providence,—a liſt of which he 
bad tranſmitted you. He told me, that, as many were 
wanting for the defence of Providence river and the harbour 
at New-London, it was uncertain. whether I could have 
all T wanted; but that he would ſend me all that could 
be ſpared. | 

I have not been able to get a return of the troops ſince 
| came :—as ſoon as I do, I will ſend it you. 

I ara, Sir, with great reſpect, &c. (G3. W. 


New: Fork, 
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SIR, | 3 New-York, April 18, 1116; 

PERMIT me, through you, to convey to the honour. 
able Congreſs the ſentiments of gratitude I feel for the 
high honour they have done me 1n the public mark. of ay. 
probation contained in your favour of the ſecond inſtant; 
which came to hand Wi night. I beg you to aſſure them 
that it will ever be my higheſt ambition to approve myſelf 
a faithful ſ-rvant of the public; and that, to be in any 
degree in{trumental in procuring to my American brethren 
a reſtitution of their juſt rights and privileges, wwll confli- 
tute my chief happinels. | 

Agreeable to your requeſt, T have communicated, in 
general orders, to the officers and ſoldiers under my com- 
mand, the thanks of Congreſs for their good behaviour in 
the ſervice ; and am happy in having ſuch an opportunity 
of doing juſtice to their merit. "They were indeed, at firll 
* a band of undiſciplined huſbandmen -”* but it is * (under 
God) to their bravery and attention to their duty that | 
am indebted for that fucceſs which has procured me the 
only reward I wiſh to receive—the affe&ion and eſteem of 
my countrymen. 

The medal, intended to be preſented - to me by your 
honourable body, I ſhall carefulty preſerve as a memonat 
of their regard. I beg leave to rcturr you, Sir, my warn 
eſt thanks for the polite manner in+ which you have been 
pleaſed to expreſs their ſeritiments of my condu&; and 
am, with fincere eſteem and reſpe&, Sir, yours and their 
moſt obedient and moſt humble ſervant, ' G.W 


— ——— ” 


SIR, | New-York, April T9, 1716; 

I HAVE this mvment received a letter from gen- 
eral Schuyler, containing incloſures of a very importanb 
pature, copies of which, I imagine, are contained in the 
cloſed letter to you, which I thought it my duty imme: 
diately to forward by expreſs, that they may be laid befor 


| the honourable Congreſs, and proper meaſures purſued to 


prevent the fatal effects which are therein apprehended. For 


my own part, I have done my utmoſt to forward the four 
regiments 
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xegiments ordered by Congrels : but a .yariety of incidents 


have hitherto conſpired to, prevent their embarkation 

The men had ſcarcely recovered themſelves from the f; 

tigues of their march from Boſton, and are quite unpro- 
vided with *neceſſaries. "The colcnels of the regiments, 
though repeatedly /called upon for that purpoſe, had neg- 
l:&ed making out the abſtraQts for their pay. All obſta- 
cles however are now removed ; and I hope to begin the 
embarkation this day. Indeed it would have been' beſt, 
in my opinion, to have ſent the regiments, raiſed in this 


province and New-Jerſey, upon that ſervice, had not the 


peculiar circumſtances under which they were raiſed pre- 
veated it, By the terms of their enliſtment, they are to 
ſerve during the war, and at five dollars per month, on 
condition (as I am informed) that they ſhall not be ſent 
out of thoſe provinces. Betides, they are very ill provid- 
ed with arms, ſome companies not having any. It muſt 
be a great burden upon the continent to keep ſuch a num- 
ber of uſeleſs men in pay : and yet, if they ſhould be dil- 
miled, and an unexpected ſupply of arms ſhould arrive, it 
may be found very difficult to replace them. | | 

The officers of the ſeveral corps that have arrived here 
nave been ſo buſily employed in fixing their men in quar- 
ters, that I have not yet been able to procure an exact 
return of their numbers. Some are yet behind. As ſoon 
a3 the whole are colle&ed, I ſhall order the proper returns, 
and tranſmit them to Congreſs. 

You will pleaſe to notice what colone] Hazen ſays of 
the diſpoſition of the Indians. © In my opinion, it will be 
mpoſhble to keep them in a ſtate of neutrality. They 
mult, and, no doubt, ſoon will take an active part either 
for or againſt us; and I ſubmit+ it to the conſideration of 
Congreſs, whether it would not be beſt immediately to 
en2age them on our fide, and to uſe our utmoſt endeay- 
2urs to prevent their minds being poiſoned by miniſterial 
emflaries, which will ever be the caſe while a king's gar- 
'ilon is ſuffered to remain in their country. Would it not 
therefore be adviſeable to ſend a ſufficient. force from the 
Sack counties of Pennſylvania, to take poſſeſſion of the 
zariſons of Niagara and Detroit ? This, I think, might 
cally be efke&ed, and would anſwer the moſt ſalutary 

AS | purpoſes. - 
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purpoſes. The Seneca Indians, who have hitherto ap. 
rok friendly to us, might be uſefully employed in this 
INCIS, | 
-*T am in hopes moſt of the difficulties mentioned in 
colonel Hazen's letter will be 6bviated by the appearance 
of the refpeftable committee of Congreſs in Canada, and 
the forces that have been and will be ſent there. The 
ſecurity of that <ountry is of the utmoſt importance to us, 
This cannot be done fo <ffeftually by conqueſt, as by 
taking ſtrong hold of the affefions and confidence of | 
the mhabitants. It is to- be lamented that any condut 
the continental troops ſhould tend to alienate their affeCions 
from us. ___ | | | 
The honourable Congreſs will be able to judge from 
the papers ſent them by general Schuyler, and the 1oform- 
ation they may receive of the defigns of the enemy, wheth- 
er it is expedient to fend a futther reinforcement to 
Canada. Tf foch ſhonld be their determination, I ſtand 
ready to execute their orders; and am, with reſpe, i, 
_ your moſt-obedient, humble fervant, - G. W, 


TIncloſed' is a return of the four regiments ordered to 
Canada ; beſides which, there will be two rifle companies 
a company of artificers, and two artillery-men, all under 
the command of brigadiet-general Thomplon. 


SIR, ' New-Yort, April 22, 1776, 
I WAS this day honoured with the receipt of yout 
favour of the twentieth inſtant. I have now the pleaſure 
to acquaint you that the four regiments deſigned for Can- 
ada' embarked yeſterday with a fair wind for Albany, un- 
der the command of colonc* Greaton, Patterſon, Bond, 
and Poor ; beſides which there was a company of riflemen, 
a company of artificers, and two engincers,—the whole 
commanded by brigadier-general Thompſon. 

I have repeatedly mentioned to the honourable Con- 
oreſs the diftrefaful ſituation we are in for want of arms 
With much pains and difficulty I got moſt of the reg: 
ments from the eaſtward tolerably well furniſhed ; but find 
the York regiments yery badly provided. Colcnc] Ritze 
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me's has ſcarcely any : and yet theſe men, being enliſted 
during the war, and at five dollars per month, ought not - 
(in my judgment) to be diſcharged ; as we find it almoſt 
as difficult to get men as arms. This is a matter of ſome 
importance, which I ſhould be glad to receive the particu- 
Jar opinion of Congreſs upon. , 

Mr. Baldwin is one of the afſhſtant engineers ordered to 
Canada. He is indeed a very uſeful man in his department, ' 
but declined the ſervice on account of his pay, which he 
ſays is inadequate to his ſupport. In order to induce him 
to continue, I promiſed to repreſent his cafe to Congrels ; 
and would recommend an increaſe of his pay, and that he 
ſhould have the rank of lieutenant-colonel, of which he rs 
very deſerving. I beg leave therefore to recommend him 
to the Congreſs, and that they would make proviſion for 
him accordingly. 

A few days ago, application was made to me by the com- 
mittee of ſafety for this colony, for an exchange of priſon- 
ers. For the particulars I beg leave to refer you to their 
Jetter, a. copy of which you have incloſed. As there is a 
ſtanding order of Congreſs that no failors or ſoldiers ſhall 
be exchanged for citizens, I did not incline to comply with 
the requeſt without the particular direftion of Congreſs : 
but I have been ſince informed that the priſoners, mention- 
ed in the committee's letter as citizens, are really ſeamen 
taken from private veſſels, but not in arms. How far this 
may alter the caſe, or how far the reaſons which induc- 
ed the Congreſs to paſs the reſolve above-mentioned may 
ſtill exiſt, muſt be left to their determination. 

The militia, who, on my application, were ordered to 
this place to keep poſſeſſion until I ſhould arrive with the 
continental forces, were obliged to return home without 
their pay, as there was not then money ſufficient in the 
treaſury for that purpoſe, and to anſwer the exigencies of 
the army. 'This occaſioned great uneafineſs among them, 
and may be attended with very bad conſequences in caſe 
we ſhould have occaſion for their ſervice on any future 
emergency. I therefore beg the Congreſs would make pro- 
viſion for their pay, and point out particularly whether it 
1s to be done by the commander of the continental forces, 
Vor. I, T: or 
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or by the provincial. aſſemblies or conyentions fram whence 
_they are. ſent. 

As the time for which the, riflemen enliſted will expire 
on the firſt of July next, and as the loſs of; ſuch a valuable 
and brave body of men will be of great injury to the ſervice, 
-I would ſubmit it to the conſideration of Congreſs, whether 
it would not be beſt to adopt ſome method to induce them 
to continue. They are indeed a very uſeful corps : but. 
need not mention this, as their importance is already well 
known to the Congreſs. It is neceſſary they ſhould pay 
'2n early attention to this matter, as we know from paſt 


' experience that men are very ſlow in re-enliſting. 
When I had the honour of ſeeing admiral Hopkins at 


.New-London, he repreſented to me the weak ſtate of his 
fleet, occaſioned by fickneſs and the damage he received in 
his engagement with the enemy ; and requelted I would 
ſpare him two hundred men to affiſt him in a deſign he had 
formed of attacking Wallace. 'This I readily conſented 
to ; and the men are to be returned as ſoon as the. ſervice 
Is performed. 

1 wiſh it was in my power at preſent to furniſh general 
Lice with the companies of artillery he deſires. I have al- 
ready ſent two companies to Quebec ; and I have not yet 
been able to procure a return of thoſe that are here. 1 
expe colonel Knox every 'moment,"and ſhail then be able 
to determine whether any can be ſpared from hence. 
Blankets we are in great want of, ourſelves ; and it was 
vith preat difficylty a few could be procured for the rifle- 
men that were ordered for Canada. 

I incloſe you Mr. Winthrop's receipt for two hundred 
thouſand dollars brought ſome time ago from Fhiladelphia 
by major Sherburne, which you will pleaſe to deliver t0 
the continental treaſurers. 

On my arrival here, I found that Mr. 1. vinglien had 

zen appointed by the provincial Congreſs a commillar), 
to furniih the continental troops ſtationed in this city with 
rrovifions, | I ſuppoſe this was done becauſe there was no 
continental commilfary then on the ſpot. Mr. Livingſton 
{till claims a right of furniſhing all the troops hut thoſe 
lately arrived from Cambridge. Mr. Trumbull 15 now 
here : and, as I conſider him as the principal in that office, 
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I ſhould be glad 'to kriow whether any part of the conti- 
nental troops is to be furniſhed by any other than their com- 
miſſary-general; * I muſt needs ſay, that to me it appears 
very inconſiſtent, and muſt create great confuſion in the. 
accounts as well as in the contraQts. . I intended to have 
laid before Congreſs the, amount of the rations, as ſupplied 
by colonel Trumbull' and *Mr. Livingſton ; and called 
upon thoſe ' gentlemen to furniſh 'me .with a ſeparate 
eſtimate for” that purpoſe. Colonel Trumbull has giveri 
me his, by which it appears he ſupplies the troops -at 
eight pence and one third per ration. I have not yet re- 
ceived any from Mr. Livingſton ; but am informed his 
contract is at' ten pence half-penny. The difference is 
immenſe, as it will amount to no leſs than two hundred 
pounds per day, for twenty thouſand men. It is. indeed 
to be conſidered that Mr. Livingſton's contract is, includ- 
ing every other charge ; and that to Mr. 'Trumbull's 
mult be added ſtore-hire, clerks, and every other contin- 
gent expenſe. But even then''it will” niot amount to ſo 
much as Mr. Livingſton's, by a penny per ration, which, 
in the groſs, will be fomething very confiderable. I 
thought it my duty, without prejudice 'or partiality, to ſtate 
the matter fiirty to Congreſs, that they might take ſuch 
order upon it as to them ſhall ſeem necefſary. 1 cannot, 
however, in juſtice to Mr. Trumbull, help adding that he 
has been indefatigable in ſapplying the army ; and I be- 
eve, from his connexions in New-England, is able to do 
it on as good terms as any perfon is America. 

The feveral matters contained in the foregoing, I muſt 


W beg the early attention of Congreſs to; and that I may 


be favoured with an anſwer as ſoon as poſſible, 
I have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


SIR, New-York, April 23, T9776, 
IN a letter which I had the honour to receive from 
Congreſs ſome conſiderable time ago, they were pleaſed'to- 
ak what rank aides-de-camp bore in the army ? from. 
whence I concluded that they had adverted to-the extra- 
"rdinary trouble and confinement of thoſe genthergen, with 
| a view 
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a view to make them an adequate allowance. But noth. 
ing being ſmce done or faid of the matter, I take the lib. 
erty, unſolicited by, and unknown to my aides-de-camy, to 
inform your honourable body that their pay is not by any 
means equal to their trouble and confinement. 

No perſon wiſhes more to ſave money to the public, 
than I do: and no perſon has aimed more at it. But 
there are ſome caſes in which parſimony may be ill placed; 
and this I take to be one. Aides-de-camp are perſons in 
whom entire confidence mult be placed ; it requires men of 
abilities to execute the duties with propriety and diſpatch, 
where there is ſuch a multiplicity of buſineſs, as mult at. 
tend the commander 1n chief of ſuch an army as ours ; and 
perſuaded I am, that nothing but the zeal of thoſe gentle- 
men (who live with me, and a& in this capacity) for the 
great American cauſe, and perſonal attachment to me, has 
induced them to undergo the trouble and confinement they 
bare experienced lince they have become members of my 
family. Lg ith 

I give in to no kind of amuſements myſelf ; and conſe- 
quently thoſe about me can have none, but are confined 
from morning till eve, hearing and anſwering the applic- 
tions and letters of one and another, which will now, | 
expe, receive a pretty conſiderable addition, as the bu 
neſs of the northern and eaſtern departments (if I continue 
here) muſt, I ſuppoſe, paſs through my hands. If thel: 
gentlemen had the ſame relaxation from duty as other of- 
ticers have in their common routine, there would not be 
ſo much in it. But, to have the mind always. upon the 
{tretch—ſcarce ever unbent—and no hours for recreation, 
makes a material odds. Knowing this, and at the fame 
time how inadequate the pay is, I can ſcarce find inclins 
tion to impoſe the neceſſary duties of their office upon them. 
To what I have here faid, this further remark may bs 
made, and is a matter of no ſmall concernment to me, and, 
in its. conſequences, to the public ;—and that is, that, 
while the duty is hard and the pay ſmall, it is-not to b: 
wondered at, if there ſhould be found a promptnels 1 


them to ſeek preferment, or mw me to do juſtice to thei 


by facilitating their views ; by which means I muſt lok 
their aid whea they have it mo{t in their power to all! 
me. 


OFFICIAL. LETTERS. 125 


me. Influenced by theſe motives, I have taken the liberty - 
of laying the matter fully, and with all due deference, be- 
fore your honourable body, not doubtmg its meeting with 
a patient hearing. | : 2, 

Ll am, Sir, with the greateſt refpe&; &c. G. W. 


STIR; | New-York, April 23,1776. 
THAT I might be in readineſs to take the field in 
the ſpring, and prepared for any ſervice Congreſs ſhould - 
think- proper to ſend me upon, this campaign—lI defired 
colonel Reed, when he left Cambridge in the fall, to get: 
me a ſet of camp equipage, tents, and a baggage-waggon, 
made at Philadelphia under his own inſpeQion, and ſent to 
me. This, he informs- me, -18 now done, and ready to 
come 0n. TI have therefore to beg the favour of Congreſs,. 
through you,-to order payment of them from the treaſury, 
as it will fave the expenſe and hazard of a remittance from 
hence, where we ſtand much in need of every farthing we 
have... 
I have the honour to be, &c.- G.W. 


SIR, New-York, April 25, 1776. 
' I RECEIVED by laſt*evening's poſt a letter from 
Joſhua Wentworth, eſquire, of Portſmouth, whom I had 
appointed agent for our little fleet ir that province. It is 
dated the fifteenth inſtant-;z an-extra&t from which I have 
the honour of tranſcribing. for your peruſal. 

5 'The third inſtant, commodore Manly brought in thc 
vrigantine Elizabeth, one of the third diviſion which failed 
from Nantaſket, with a valuable cargo of Engliſh goods, 
and a ſew hogſheads of rum and ſugar, bya Mr. J * * *, 
who was paſſenger, part freighter, and a very tory. Sup- 
poſe the cargo worth twenty thouſand pounds ſterling. 
Thoſe goods are, the greater part, owned by the late in- 
habitants ef Boſton, and by ſome that were inhabitants 
when the troops left it, —the reſidue of this Mr. ] * * *, 
and others of the ſame caſt. 'The complicate ſtate of this 
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prize required my immediate ſetting off for Boſton, ex. 
pecting, I might find ſome directions for my government 


there ; when I waited on general Ward, who was obliging 


enough to give me his opinion (but not able to dire, hay. 
ing received no inſtructions to the point) that the veſſe| 
and cargo mult be libelled, and a dividend to the captors 
would follow, of all fuch goods as might be. legally claim. 
ed by the friends to America ; and thoſe that were the 
property of. them intmical, might be decreed forfeited, 
Upon further inquiry I was informed a refolve paſſed in 
Congreſs that all veſſels and goods, retaken previous to a 


condemnation by a Britiſh court of admiralty, were liable 


to a partial decree (by every colony judge) to the captors, 
not more than one-third, nor leſs than one-fourth. The 
preſent prize-falls under this reſolve : and any other, that 
{ makes the] property of our internal enemies liable to a full 
confiſcation, may be neceſſary for my government : there- 
fore ſhall be much obliged by your full direQion of this 
capture, and a copy of the continental reſolves thereon, 
This brigantine is owned by a Mr, Richard Hart, of this 
town, taken on her return from the Weſt-Indies laſt Oc- 
tober, and carried into Boſton, not condemned. The 
rum on board are ſeventeen hogſheads,—and four of ſugar, 
not removed out of her from the time of capture. The 
other cargo was in general ſtolen by virtue of general 
Howe's proclamation (which undoubtedly you have ſeen) 
appointing one C * * ® B * * * ſyperintendant, who, by 
the way, was taken in the prize, and is now confined 10 
the Maſſachuſetts colony, with Mr. ] * * * and ſundry 
others, by order of the general court, to whom general 
Ward delivered them. | 

- 6 'There were a ſerjeant and twelve privates of the 
fourth, or king's own regiment, taken priſoners on board, 
with the others, making fixty-three ſouls. * * * 

« There appeared from the pillage of this cargo by mz 
ny ofs the paſſengers, the property was in him who could 
ſecrete the moſt. For, when examining the cheſts and 
bedding, of the priſoners, I found great quantity of good: 
that they had colleed while on board, which were take" 
out of ware-houſes without packing, and hove promilcu 


ouſly on board the veſſel, Even the failors had proview 
| , 


for their diſ>ofal at pleaſure. In fa, the deſtrution of 
roperty, under cover of general Howe's proclamation, is 
unparelleled, * * * 


« ] am now diſcharging the cargo, as it is in dagger 
e 


ſituation z and, when ſeleted, and the regular cour 
purſued through the admiralty, ſhall advertiſe agreeable to 
his Excellency's in{trutions to general Ward, who was 
obliging enough to give me an abſtra&t. 

« The general court of this province, finding a difficul- 
ty in making a cede of laws for the admiralty-court, did 
not complete that inſtitution their laſt ſeſthon, when they 
adjourned to June ; which lapſe of time will not admit 
my facilitating the diſpoſal of the prizes under my care, fo 
early as T could wiſh, for the ſafety of part of the intereſt 
of the Suſanna's cargo, viz. the porter, which I fear may 
be ſpoiled by lying ſo long,—it not having equal body to 
that commonly imported for ſale ;—which induces me to 
defire your direction for a diſpoſal of that azticle either at 
private or public ſale.” | 


That, Sir, is an exa& copy of part of Mr. Went- 


worth's letter to Mr. Moylan. I now requeſt you will 
pleaſe to dire& me, in what manner I ſhall inſtru the 
agent reſpe&ting the complicated cargo, and whether he 
may be empowered to ailpoſe of the porter or any other 
articles on board the prizes under his care, which the de- 
lay of SY the court of admialty may make liable 

to perth. 5a 
I have not yet heard that there has been any trial of the 
prizes carried into Maſſachufetts-Bay. This procraſtina- 
tion is attended with very bad conſequences. . Some of 
the veſſels I had fitted out are now Jaid up, the crews be- 
ng diſſatisfied that they cannot get their prize-money. I 
bare tired the Congreſs upon this ſubje& : but the import- 
ance of it makes me again mention, that, if a ſummary 
way of proceeding is not reſolved on, it will be impoſh- 
ble to get our veſſels manned. I muſt alſo mention to 
you, Sir, that captain Manly and his crew are defirous to 
know when they may expect their part of the value of the 
ordnance ſtores taken laſt fall. They are anxious to know 
vhat the amount may be. As the inventory of that car- 
20 13 19 the hands of Congreſs, I would humbly ſubmit it 
to 
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to them, whether a valuation thereof ſhould not be made, 
and the captors* dividend be remitted them as ſoon as pol. 
ſible. It will give them ſpirit, and encourage them to be 
alert in looking out for other -prizes:: | 

Several officers belonging .to the regiments raiſed in'theſ: 
middle colonies inform me-that their men (notwithſtanding 
their: agreement) begin to murmur-at the diſtinion of 
pay made between thenr and the regiments from the eaſt. 
ward, TI would be glad that the Congreſs would attend 
to this in time, Jeſt it: may get to ſuch a pitch as will make; 
it difficult to ſuppreſs: They-argue that they perform the 
ſame. duty, undergo the ſame fatigue, and receive five dol. 
lars, when the eaſtern” regiments receive fix dollars and 
two-thirds -per month. For my own part, I wiſh they 
were all upon the ſame footing :- for, if the Britiſh army 
will not face this way, it: will be neceffary to detach a great 
part of our troops : in that caſe, I would, for-many res 
fons}be forry there ſhould be any diſtin&ions of regiments 
that are all in the pay of the United Colonies. - 

The deficiency of arms (in the New-York regiments 
pecially) is very great. If I am rightly informed, there 
are ſcarce as many in colone} Ritzema's regiment as wil 
arm one company. Can-.the Congreſs remedy this en! 
If they can, there ſhould not a moment be loſt in effeding 
it, as our ſtrength at preſent is, in reality, on paper only. 

| Should we think of diſcharging thoſe men who are without 
T8 arms, the remedy would be worſe than the difeafe : for, 
HYMN by vigorous exertions, I hope arms may be procured; 
| Il and I well know that the raifing men is exceeding difficult 
1AM _ eſpecially to be engaged during the continuance of the wat 


which is the footing on which colonel Ritzema's regiment 


d ll 1s engaged. | 
I 8h April 26. I had wrote thus far before I was hot- 
| it oured with your favour of the twenty-third inſtant. It 
ſ obedience to the order therein contained, I have direfte p 


| | ſix regiments more for Canada, which will embark as {ol x 
Wo as veſſels and other neceſſaries can be provided. 'Thel:M © 


3b | 
WY regiments will be commanded by general Sullivan. I ſhall 

| give him inſtructions to join the forces in that country vs i 
il | der general Thomas, as ſoon as poſlible. 


With reſpeR to ſending more troops to that country, 
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am really at a loſs what to adviſe, as it is impoſlible at 
preſent to know the deſigns of the enemy. Should they 
ſend the whole force under general Howe up the river St. 
Lawrence, to relieve Quebec and recover, Canada, the 
troops gone aad now going will be inſufficient to ſtop their 
progreſs : and ſhould they think proper to fend that or an 
equal force this way from Great-Britain for the purpoſe of 
poſſeſſing this city and ſecuring the navigation of Hudſon's 
river, the troops left here will not be ſufficient to oppoſe 
them : and yet, for any thing we know, I think it not im- 
probable they may attempt both,—both being of the great- 
eſt importance to them,—if they have men. 

I could wiſh indeed that the army in Canada ſhould be 
more powerfuJly reiaforced : at the ſame time I am con- 
ſcious that the truſting this important poſt (which is now 
become the grand magazine of America) to the handful 
of men remaining here, is running too great a nfk. The 
ſkcuring this poſt and Hudſon's river 1s to us alſo of fo 
great importance, that I cannot at preſent adviſe the ſend- 
ing any more troops from hence ;—on the contrary, the 
general officers now here, whom I thought it my duty to 
conſult, thiak it abſolutely neceflary to increaſe;the army 
at this place with at leaſt ten thouſand men, eſpecially 
when it 1s conſidered, that, from this place only, the army 
n Canada muſt draw its ſupplies of ammunition, proviſions, 
and, moſt probably, of men ; and that all reinforcements 
can be ſent from hence much eaſier than from any other 
place, By the incloſed return, you will ſee the {tate of 
the army here, and that the number of effe&tive men is far 
ſhort of what the Congreſs muſt have expeRed. . 
| I have found it neceſſary to order colonel Dayton's 

regiment from New-Jerſey to march as one of the fix to 
WT Canada ; wherefore I muſt recommend it to Congreſs to 
i 21der two companies of one of the regiments {till in Penn- 
1 {hlvania to march to Cape-May, which can be done much 
a {2oner : for, had this deſtination of that regiment not tak- 
LW £2 place, it would have been very inconvenient to have de- 
JW c4-hcd two companies from it to that place ; as the march 
nM ould (according to lord Stirling's and other accounts) 

bare bzen at leaſt two hundred miles from Amboy, and 
8 tbey wut fe paſſed within twenty miles of Philadelphia, 
fl | | there 
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there being no prafticible road along the ſea-coaſt bf Ney: 
Jerſey for their baggage to have paſled. 


Roe EY t0 
Dr. Potts, who 1s bearer hereof, was, I underſtand, ap- 
arp director of the hoſpital for theſe middle colonies: lid 
ut the army 'being removed, with the general hoſpit!] wl 
from the eaſtward, does in courſe ſuperſede him. © He i; I { 
inclined to go to Canada, where he may be very uſzful, if We 
a perſon is not already appointed for that department, I WW thi 
would humbly beg leave to aſk the Congreſs whether, in tha 
all theſe appomtments, it would not be beſt to have but-onc i tin 
chief, to whonr all the others ſhould be ſubordinate. gre 
I have the honour to be, &c. G.V. 
SIR, New-York, April 30, 1116 SL 
I MEAN, through you, to do myſelf the honour df 

laying before Congreſs a copy of an addreſs tranſmitted if tim: 
them- ſome. time. ago by the afſembly of Rhode-Ifand, Witt! 
. which governor Cooke favoured me with in the month of iſ Gien 
January, at the ſame time requeſting me to intereſt myſelt Wi tend 
im procuring a body of forces on the continental eſtabliſ- Wh "<cc 
ment, for the defence of that colony. I doubt not but the Jſh tie 1 
. addreſs and the ſubje& of it have had the attention and i the: 
conſideration of Congreſs before now.. But if they have Wd tc 
not decided upon the matter, I would beg leave to mention WJ'ants 
that I have made inquiry into the fituation and condition i 2nd | 
of the colony, and find it to be as ſtated in the addreſ; Win 
and, with all deference to the opinion of Congreſs, co WF'"tric 
ceive it highly neceflary and expedient that they ſhould WW! att 
adopt ſome meaſures for relieving their diſtreſs, and grant Wi Upor 
ing the aid prayed for. "The importance of it in the cha Wſcon!ic 
of the union,—its extenſive ſea-coaſt, affording barbou ll £1: 
for our ſhipping and veſſels, at the ſame tme expoſing and ſcatter 
ſubje&ting the inhabitants to the ravages and depredation W's, : 
of our enemies,—rthe "zeal and attachment which it h]MWpe*rcr 

ſhewn, and which ſtill aQuates it, towards the commu ſ'"cle 
cauſe,—their incapacity to pay a ſufficient number of met ]W/d t 

for its defence, ſhould they be able to furniſh them after {0 ed to 
many engaged in other ſervices ;—theſe, and many oth*"{Worgr 
reaſons which are too obvious to be mentioned, plead Pr Forth 


eriwiſ 
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erfully. for the notice,and attention, of Congreſs, and ſeem 
to me to claim their ſupport. 
Having thus ſtated the matter to Congreſs, for their con- 


| 
4 {ideration, agreeable to my promiſe zo gavernor Cooke 
al, when I had the honour of ſeeing him on my-way bere,— 


| ſhall leave it with them, not, doubting but they will duly 
weigh its importance, and pjve-fuch aſhſtance as they may 
think reaſonable and juſt. What they, chiefly with for is 
that the troops they, have ratſed may: be taken - into con- 


oe tinenta] pay, and commanding officers, appointed. by Con- 
greſs, 
VV. BW | hive the bongur to: be, &c. | .G. W, 
1126. SIR, ; NewsYork, Fay Fs, T1776, 
ur of I AM honoured with. your favour of the thirtieth ul- 
nitted WH timo, and obſerve what Congreſs have done reſpeRing the 
and, WW icttlement of the paymaſter*s accounts. This Gems expe- 
th of dient, as'he 1s qut of office, and, I am certain, will be at- 
myſelf tended with but little if any difficulty ; nothing more being 
abliſh- WY »<cceffary, than to compare the warrants with his debts, and 


ut the WT i receipts-he-has given, with his credits. I wiſh every 
o and WY other ſettlement as eaſy, and that, a committee was appoint- 
y hare & to examine and audit the accounts upon which the war- 
zention WWW 7aits are founded, particularly thoſe of the quarter-maſter 
ndition WH 22d commiſary generals. "They are long and of high 
adreſs; WW amount, conſiſting of a variety of charges, —of courſe more 
ſs, con WW "tricate, and will require time and an extraordinary.degree 
; ſhould WG! attention to adjuſt and liquidate in a proper manner.— 
1 grant- WW pon this ſubje&, 1 did my{elf the honopr to write you a 

ie cha {Wen iideralic time ago. 
arbour Bl tlaving had ſeveral complaints from the officers in the 
Ging and Yefiern regiments whothave been and are engaged in recruit- 
edation WF” 2, about rhe expenſe attending it, and for which they have 
h it 00 PFcr yet been allowed any thing, though the officers in 
ommol tbcle governments have, as I am informed, —I ſhall bs 
r of med to know whether the allowance of ten ſhillings, prant- 
\ after VIWe< to the officers for every man enliſted, by the refolve of 
py oth! Corpreſs in | Fazuary}] is general and indiſcriminate, or 
Pied to the mide diſtricts. IF general, muſt I have 
retroſpe& 
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. retroſpe&t to the time of the reſolve, and pay for the fer: 
vices ſince, or only for future enliſtments ? | | 
In a letter I wrote to Congreſs the twenty-fifth of De. 
cember, I incloſed one T had received from Jacob Bailey, 
e{quire, about opening a road from Newbury to Canadz, 
I have received another of the fifteenth ultimo : and, from 
his account and the intelligence I have from others upon 
inquiry, I have no doubt of the praticability of the mel. 


ure ; and am well informed that the diſtance will be con- 4 
ſiderably ſhortened, inſomuch that our people going from | F 
any part of the New-England governments eaſtward of , 
Conneticut-river, to Canada, or returning from thence p 
home, will perform their march in five or fix days lels D 
time than by coming or going any way now uled. Add 
to this, that the road. may be ſo condutted (as it is faid) _ 
| 'as to go to the river Miſhſque, from whence the water- pr 
; carriage to St. John's is good, except forty cdd miles,— be 
or be carried ſo far to the northward, as to keep clear of ] 
the Lakes aliogether, and afford an eaſy paſs into Canada 0 
at all ſeaſons. 'The advantage reſulting from this route os 
being ſo great and important, I have advanced colonel] Ba- the 
ley two hundred and fifty pounds to begin with, and d- -n 
reed him to execute his plan. No doubt it will require _ 
a conſ:derable advance to accompliſh it : but that wil had 
be ſoon ſunk. "The expenſe ſaved, by taking off fix day' the 
pay and proviſions from the ſoldiers returning to the tall Th 
crn governments at the expiration of this compaign him 
will be almoſt if not more than equal to the charge incur- Row 
red in opening it. If not,—as in all probability there of + 
will be often a neceſlity for ſending detachments of ov Wi ,.. 
troops to Canada from thoſe governments, and for other 7 


to return, it will ſoon be repaid. | War 

By a letter from general Schuyler, of the twenty-ſevent Þ poing 
witimo, 1 find general Thompſon and his brigade were 2 Bl +. Va 
Albany ;—general Sullivan with the laſt (except three 0 8 4;., 
four companies of colonel Wayne's regiment, not yet come)  . > - 
1s embarked and gone, and probably will be ſoon there. | [1 
am apprehenſive, from general Schuyler's account, that th) BW ... 
will not proceed with the wiſhed-for expedition, owing # 
a difficulty in petting teams and provender for cattle nec 
ſry to carry their baggage, and a ſcarcity of battcaux ® 


( 
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the Lakes for fo large a.number, though he is taking the ut- 


'molt pains to, procure"them. Should they be ſtopped for 
any time, it will be exceedingly unfortunate, as their going 
from hence has weakened us here much, and our army 1n 
Canada will not be ſtrengthened. DG IIB 0 #4 
have ſent with the laſt brigade ſixty barrels of powder, 
and other ſtores and intrenching tools, a ſupply being aſk- 
ed for ; alſo the chain for a boom at the narrows of Rich- 
dleu, and. the three: boxes of money brought by Mr. Han- 
ſon ; andhave wrote to general Schuyler to have the boom 
fixed as:ſoon as, poſhble. .'The commiſſary too has for- 
warded about eight hundred barrels of, pork, and is in ex- 
pedation of a further quantity from ConneCticut, which 
will go on without ſtopping here. | . RE 
As the magazine from whence the northern and eaſtern 
armies will, occaſionally receive ſupplies of powder will 


probably. he here, and our ſtock is low and inconſiderable, 


being much reduced by the ſixty barrels ſent to Canada, 
1 ſhall be glad to have, a quantity immediately forwarded. 
Our ſtores ſhould be,great : for if the enemy make an at- 
tack upon. the town, or attempt to go up. the North-river, 
the expenditure will be very confiderable. Money too is 
-much wanted :—the regiments that are paid have only re- 
ceived to the firſt of April, except thoſe of Pennſylvania 
and Jerſey which .are gone. to Canada : they -are paid to 
the laſt of April. By a letter-from. general Ward, I find 
his cheſt is, juſt exhauſted ; the money which was left with 
lum for the payment of the five regiments at Boſton and 
Beverly being almoſt expended by large draughts in favour 
of the commiſſary and quarter-maſter, and in hitting out 
the armed veſlels.,. on | 
[ would here aſk a queſtion, to wit, whether, as Mr. 
| Warren's commiſſion 1s ſuperſeded by Mr. Palfrey's ap- 
pointment, 1t will notbe _neceſfary to fix upon ſome perſon 
t0 pay the troops there : or are the payments to go through 
ws hands ?—He does not incline to do any thing in the 
affoir without the direction of Congreſs. 


} 


I haze incloſed you a return of the laſt brigade detached, 
and alſo of the forces remaining here. And as it is a 
matter of much importance to know the whole of our 
lirength from time to time, and to ſec it at one view, for 

0%, 1, | EP regulating 
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regulating our movements with propriety, I wiſh it wete 1 
diretion from Congrels to the commanding officers in the 
different diſtriQts to make monthly returns to the command. 
er in chief of the continental army, of the ſtate of the 
troops in their departments, and alſo of the military ſtore, 
Such dire&ion will probably make them more attentire th 
than they gtherwiſe would be. IJ could not get a retun WW 
of the army in Canada all laft year. ' Bonk | ule 
I beg leave to lay before. Congreſs a copy of the pr. 
 ceedings of a court-martzal ypon lieutenant ® * * *, of the 
. ſecond regiment, and of his defence—which I fhould na 
| have troubled them with, had I not conceived the court 
ſentence, upon the fats ſtated in the proceedings, of a ſin 
gular nature, to be by no means adequate to the enormity 


of his offence, and to be of exceeding dangerous and per: 7 
nicious tendency. Upon theſe principles I thought i my Wi t a 
duty to tranſmit the proceedings to them, in order that Wi it 
they may form ſuch a judgment upon the fa&ts ſtated, u BW will 
they may conceive right and juſt, and advancive of the Wi out ; 
public good. At he me time I would mention to Con- WM inclo 
reſs that I think it of material conſequence that they WM from 
ſhould paſs a reſolve, cutting off the right of ſucceſſion 18M fron; 
the military line fron: one rank to another, which is clam- timo, 
ed by many upon the happening of vacancjes—( upon whid i ſeren 

_ principle this offence ſeems to have originated 1n a gred nents 
meaſure, and the extraordinary judgment in this inſtance BWef the 
to be founded )—declaring that no ſucceſhon. or promot008itions | 
can take place upon any vacancy, without a continentment . 
commiſhon giving and ww it. It is of much coir arm 
ſequence to- check and entirely ſuppreſs this opinion ad] c:nn 
claim, which 1s becoming too prevalent, and has an obs colo 
ous tendency to introduce mutiny avd diforder ;—0!, ef Pen; 


they conceive the claim good, and that it ſhould take place 
that they will declare it fo, that the point may be ett) 
and known in future. | 
\ I have the honour to be, &c. G.V 


. Ls 8 -_ \ 


SIR, New-York, May 511 
I HAVE ſo often and ſo fully communicated #0 
want of arms rt Congreſs, that I (ould not have " 


es, Whe 
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em the trouble of receiving another letter upon' this ſub- 
& at this time, but for the particular application of colo- 
el Wayne, of Pennfylyania, who has pointed outa method 
y which he thinks they may be obtained. 

In the hands of the committee of ſafety at Philadelphia, 
here are, according to colonel Wayne's account, not leſs 


ban two or three thouſand ſtand of arms for provincial 


ſc, From hence he thinks # number might be borrowed 
y Congreſs, provided they are replaced with continental 
rms as they are brought into the magazine in that city. 
At a criſis ſo important as this, fach a loan might be at- 
ended with the moſt ſignal advantages—while the de- 
enceleſs ſtate of the regiments, if no relief can be had, 
my be produQive of fatal oqnlequebers- 

To give Congrefs ſome idea of our ſituation with reſpe&t 
v arms—{and juſtice to my own character requires that 
t ſhould be known: to them, although the world. at large 
will form their opinion of our dcenith A 
ut attending to circumſtances)—it may not be amiſs to 


acloſe a copy of « return which I received z few days ago 
rom the forts in the Highlands, and add, that, by a report 


fron! colonel Ritzema's regiment, of the twenty-ninth ul- 
imo, there appeared to be only ninety-ſeven firelocks and 
ren bayonets belonging thereto ; and that all the regi- 
nents from the eaitward are deficient irom twenty to fifty 
of the former. Four of thoſe companies at the fortifica- 
tions in the Highlands belong to colonel Clinton's regi- 
ment : but in what condition the reſidue are on account 


of arms, and how colonel Wynkoop's men are provided, 


l cannot undertake to fay, but am told, moſt miſerably ; 
8 colonel Dayton's of New-Jerſey and colonel Wayne's 
if Pennſylyania alſo are. - This, Sir, is a true though mel- 
acholy deſcription of our ſituation. The propriety there- 
ore of keeping arms in ſtore when men in actual pay are 
| want of them, and who (it is-to be preſumed) will, as 
& ought, bear the heat and burden of the day, is ſub- 
| _- with all due deference to the ſuperior judgment of 

dthers. | 
[ cannot, by all the inquiries I have been able. to make, 
1 what number of arms have been taken from the to- 
8, where they lie, or how they are to be got at. The 
committee 


from numbers, with- 
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committee of ſafety for this colony have aſſured me that 

no exertions of theirs ſhall be wanting to procure arms; 
but our ſufferings in the mean while may prove fatal, a' 
men. without, are in. a manner uſeleſs. I have therefore 
thoughts of employing an agent whoſe ſole buſineſs it ſhall 

; be to ride through the middle and interior. parts of * theſe 
governments, for the purpoſe of buying up ſuch arms a 

| the inhabitants may incline to ſell, and'are fit for uſe. 

The defigns of the enemy are too much behind the cur. 

| tain for me to form any, accurate opinion of their: plan of | 
I operations for the ſummer's , campaign. We are left to 
wander therefore in the field of ' conje&ure : and. as no 

Þ| place (all its conſequences conſidered) ſeemed of more 
4 > ahve in the execution of their grand plan, than pol- 
; ſeſhng themſelves of Hudſon's river, I thought it adviſez- 
ble to remove with the continental ' army to this city 6 
ſoon as the king's troops evacuated Boſton. But if Con- 


' greſs, from, their, knowledge, information, or belief, think hi 

| it beſt for the general good of the ſervice that I ſhould go re 

| to the northward or elſewhere, they are convinced, I hope, be 
| that they have nothing more to do than fgnify their com- 

| mands, ,- "TIER 

With the greateſt reſpe&; I have the honour to be, &c 

; (3; W, S] 

Rs. of 

| fur 

SIR, New-York, May 71,1116. Wl '*(; 


AT a quarter after ſeyen this evening, I received by Wl 2:4 
_ expreſs a letter from Thomas Cuſhing, eſquire, chairman erec 
of a committee of the honourable general court, covering Wl '4k: 
one to them from the committee of Salem ; copies of which con! 
I do myſelf the honour to lay before Congreſs, that they il =" 
may judge of the intelligence contained therein, and direG 
ſuch meaſures to be taken upon the occaſion as they may il 24 

_ think proper and neceſſary. | - 
I would obſerve, that ſuppoſing captain Lee's account 
to be true in part, I think there muſt be a miſtake eithe! I 
in the number of troops or the tranſport ſhips. 'Tf there 
are no more ſhips than what are mentioned, it is certas 


there cannot be ſo many troops. Of this, however, Con- ol *©3in 
| | gre 3 
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greſs can judge as well as myſelf ; and -I ſubmit to them, 
whether, upon the whole of the circumſtances, and the 
uncertainty of their deſtination (if they were ſeen at all) 
| they has that any forces ſhall be detached from hence, 
as they will ſee, from the returns tranſmitted yeſterday, 
that the number of men now here is but ſmall and incon- 
ſiderable, and, (what is to be regretted) no ſmall part of 
theſe without arms. Perhaps, by dividing and ſubdivid- 
ing our force too much, we ſhall haye no one poſt ſuffi- 
ciently guarded. 

I ſhall wait their dire&ion ; and, whatever their order 
is, ſhall comply with it as ſoon as poſhble. | 

I have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


P. 8. I have by the ſame expreſs a letter from general 
Ward, containing a fimilar account to that from the Sa- 
lem committee, and by way of captain Lee. 

Should the commiſhoners arrive that are mentioned, 
how are they to be received and treated ?—I wiſh the di- 
retion of Congreſs upon the ſubjet, by return of the: 
bearer. 


SIR, New-York, May 11, 1776. 

I AM now to acknowledge the receipt of your favours 
of the fourth and ſeventh inftant with their ſeveral. inclo- 
ſures, and am exceedingly glad, that before the reſolution 
reſpeCting lieutenant-colonel Ogden came to hand, I had 
ordered him to join his regiment, and had quelled a difa- 
greeable ſpirit both of mutiny and deſertion, which had 
taken place and ſeemed to be rifing to a great degree in 
conſequence of it. In order to effe. it, I had the regt- 
ment paraded, and ordered two more at the ſame time un- 
der arms, convinced them of their error and ill condu&Q, 
and obtained a promiſe for their good behaviour in future. 
To ſuch of the men as had abſconded I gave pardons, on 
their aſſurances to return to their duty again. 

In my ktter of the fifth inſtant which I had the honour 
of addreſſing you, I mentioned to Congreſs the refractory 
and mutinous conduct of lieutenant * * * ®, of the ſecond 
re:iment, and laid before _ a copy of the. proceedings 

OF 2 ; of 
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of a court-martial n him, and of his defence, with : 
view that ſuch meaſures might be adopted as they ſhould 
think adequate to his crime. I would now beg leave to 
inform them, that, fince then, he has appeared ſenſible of 
his miſconduR ; and having made a written acknowledy. 
ment of his offence, and begged pardon for it, (as by. the 
incloſed copy will appear) I thought it beſt to releaſe him 
from his confinement, and have ordered him to join his 
regiment ; \-hich I hope wilt meet their approbation, and 
render any determination, as to him, unneceffary ;—þ- 
ferving at the ſame time that I have endeavoured, and, I 
flatter myſelf, not ineffeQually, to fupport their authority, 
and a due *ſubordination in the army. I have found it of 
unportance and highly expedient to yield many points in 
fat, without ſeeming to have done it—and this, to ayoid 
bringing on a too frequent difcuflion of matters, which, in 

a political view, ought to be kept a little behind the cur- t 
tain, and not be made too much the ſubjects of difquiſition. [ 
Time -only can eradicate and overcome cuſtoms and pref V 
adices of long ſtanding : they muſt be got the better of, 0 


by flow and gradual advances. p 
I would here take occaſion to ſuggeft to Congreſs (not p 
wiſhing or meaning of myſelf to aſſume the ſmalleſt degree to 
of power in any inſtance) the propriety and neceſſity 0l to 
having their ſentiments reſpeCting the filling up the vacan- 7 
cies and iſſuing commiſhons to officers, eſpecially to thok Di 
under the rank of field-officers. Had 1 literally complied w 
with the dire&ions given upon this ſubje& when [I firit en- m: 
aged in the ſervice, and which I conceived to be fupet- Ig 
ded by a fubſequent reſolve for forming the army upon I ou 
the preſent eſtabliſhment, I muſt have employed one clerk WF tur 
for no other buſineſs than iſſuing warrants of appointment, Wh ec 
and giving information to Congreſs for their confirmatio Wi io! 
or refuſal. 1t being evident from the neceſkity of the thing Wl vie 
that there will be frequent changes and vacancies in office WW tor 
from death and a variety of ether cauſes, I now ſubmit "WF my 
to them, and pray their direftion whether I am to puriue 8 of t 
that mode and all the ceremonies attending it, or to be # hay 
liberty to fill ap and grant commiſhons at once to fuch vWF tow 
Con 


may be fit and proper perſons to ſucceed, * * * 
Before 
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Before T have done, with the utmoſt deference and re- 
ſpe& I would beg leave to remind Congreſs of my former 
letters and applications reſpeQing the appointment of prop- 
er perſons to ſuperintzend and take: direQtion of. ſuch priſ- 
oners as have already fallen and will fall into our hands 
in the courſe of the war—being fully convinced, that, if. 
there were perſons appointed who would take the whole: 
management of them under their care, the continent would 
fave a conſiderable ſum of money by it, and the priſoners 
be better treated and provided with real neceflaries than 
they now are ;—and ſhall take the liberty to add that it 
appears to ine a matter of much importance, and worthy 
of conſideration, that particular and proper places of ſecu- 
rity ſhould be fixed on and effabliſhed in the interior parts: 
of the different governments for their reception. 

Such eſtabliſhments are agreeable to the praftice and 
ufage of the Engliſh and other nations, and are founded on 
principles of neceſſity and public utility. The advantages: 
which will ariſe from them are obvious and many :—1 ſhall 
only mention two or three. They will tend much to- 
prevent eſcapes, (which are aifhcult to effe&t when the 
public 1s once advertiſed that the priſoners are reſtrained 
to a few ſtated and well-known places, and not permitted 
to go from thence,) and the more ingenious among them 
rom difſeminating and ſpreading their artful and per- 
nicious intrigues and opmions throughout the country, 
which would influence the weaker and wavering part of 
mankind, and meet with but too favourable a hearing, 
Further, it will be leſs in their power to join and aſh(t 
our enemies in caſes of invaſion, and will give us an oppor- 
tunity always to know, from the returns of thoſe appoint- 
ed to ſuperintend them, what number we have in pofleſ- 
lon, the force ſufficient to check and ſuppreſs their hoſtile 
views in times of emergency, and the expenſes neceflary 
tor their maintenance and ſupport. Many other reaſons 
might be adduced to prove the neceſſity and expediency 
of the meaſure ;—T ſhall only fubjoin one more, and then 
have done on the ſubje&t,—which is, that many of the 
towns where priſoners have been already ſent, not having 
convenience for or the means of keeping them, complain 
tney are burdenſome ; and haye become carctels, inat- 
tentiye, 
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tentive, and altogether indifferent- whether they eſcape or 
not; and thoſe of them that are reſtrited to a cloſer con- 
finement (the limits of jail) are negleQed, and not treated 
with that care and regard which Congreſs wiſh. 

I have not received further intelligence of the German 
troops ſince ray letter of the ſeventh inſtant, covering Mr, 
Cuſhing's diſpatches. But, leſt the account of their coming 
ſhould be true, may it not be adviſeable and good policy to 
raiſe ſome companies of our Germans to, ſend among them 
when they arrive, for exciting a ſpirit of difaffeQtion and. 
deſertion ?—lIf a few ſenſible and truſty fellows could get 
with them, I ſhould think they would have great weight 
and influence with the common ſoldiery, who certainly 
have no ,enmity towards us, having received no injury 
nor cauſe of quarrel from us. The meaſure having occur- 
red, and appearing to me expedient, I thought it prudent 
to mention 1t for the conſideration of Congreſs. 

Having received a letter from general Ward, advilng 
that Congreſs have accepted his reſignation, and prayin 
to be relieved, —and it being neceflary that a. gener f; 
ficer ſhould be ſent to take the command of the troops at 
Boſton, eſpecially if the army ſhould arrive which is talk- 
ed of, and which ſome conſider as a probable event, 
I muſt beg leave to recommend to Congreſs the appoint 
ment of ſome brigadier-generals, not having more here. 
(nor ſo many at this time) than are effential to the gov- 
ernment and conducting the forces and the works that 
are carrying ori. Generals Sullivan and Thompſon being 
ordered to Canada, I cannot ſpare one more general of- 
ficer from hence without injuring the ſervice greatly, and 
leaving the army here without a ſufficient number. 

Having frequent applications from the committee of 
ſafety and others, about an exchange of priſoners, and not 
having authority to purſue any other mode in this inſtance, 
than that marked out by a reſolve of Congreſs ſome con- 
{iderable time ago, I hope they will pardon me when I 
wiſh them to take under conkderation ſuch parts of my 
letter of the twenty-ſecond ultimo as relate to this ſubjed ; 
and for their determination upon it. [I ſhall then have 
in my power to give explicit and ſatisfa&tory anſwers t0 
thoſe who ſhall apply. GW 


I am, Sir, &c, 
EIT New-York, 
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31R,. New-York, May 13,1776. 
SINCE my laſt of the eleventh inſtanv:which I had 
the honour to addreſs you, nothing of moment or import- 
ance has occurred ; and the principal* deſign of 'this is to 
communicate to Congreſs 'the intelligence -I received laſt 
vight from general Schuyler by a letter of the tenth, re- 
ſpeing the progreſs of -our.troops'in getting towards Can- 
ada; not doubting of their impatience and anxiety to hear 
of it and of every thing relating* to the expedition. For 
thzir-more particular information and fatisfaftion, I have- 
done myſelf' the pleaſure to extra& the ſubſtance of his» 
letter on this head, which 18 as follows :—* That general 
Thompſon, with the laſt of his brigade, on the morning of - 
Tueſday ſe*nnight, embarked at Fort-George ; and, in: 
the evening of the next day, general Sullivan arrwed at 
Albany ; that he had ordered an additional number of 
carpenters to aſſiſt in building boats ; who, finiſhing eight - 
every day, would have a hundred and ten- complete by 
the twenty-firſt, before which he was fearful the laſt of: 
general Sullivan's brigade could nat embark ;—that they 
would carry thirty men each, beſides the baggage, ammu-»- 
tion, and intreaching tools,?? * * * : 

He alſo informs, * that the ſixty barrels of powder had * 
arrived, and would be forwarded-that day ;—that the firſt - 
reaiment. of general Sullivan's brigade marched that morn- 
ng; and that the intrenching tools and about fix hundred® 
barrels of pork were alfo gone on ;—that he cannot poſ- 
libly ſend more - than half of the three hundred hokide 
dollars into Canada, (being greatly in debt on the public - 
account, and the creditors exceedingly clamorous and im--. 
portunate for payment). which ſum he hopes will be ſuf--. 
hcient till the Canadians agree to take our paper currency,-. 
to which they are much averſe, and of whichhe is ex- 
ceedingly doubtful ;—that he had got. the chain, and- 
would forward it that day to general Arnold, with orders-. 
to fix it at the rapids of Richelieu.”” He adds © that he- 
had reviewed general Sullivan's brigade in preſence of* 
about two hundred and fixty Indians, who were preatly- 
pleaſed with the order and - regularity -of--the-troops, and 
lurpriſed at the number, which, the tories had induſtrioul- 


ly 
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ty propagated, conſiſted only of three companies, and that 
they were kept always walking the ſtreets, to induce them 
to believe their number was much greater than 1s really 
was.” | | ; I 

I have incloſed: a copy of general Schuyler's inſtrutions 
to James Price, eſquire, deputy commiſſary-general, for 
the regulation of his: condu@ in that department, which [ 
received laſt night, and which general Schuyler requeſted 
me to forward' you, I alſo beg leave to: lay before Con- 
greſs a copy of a letter from Samuel Stringer, director of 
one of the hoſpitals;  purporting. an application for an in- 
creaſe of ſurgeon's-mates; &c: an eſtimate of which is alſo 
incloſed ; and ſubmit it to them, what number mult be 
fent.from hence or got eKewhere. Itis highly probable that 
many more will be wanted in Canada than are already of 
there, on account of the late augmentation of the army : cl 
but I thought it moſt adviſeahle to make his requiſition thi 
known to Congreſs, and to' take their order and dire&ion 
upon. it.. As to the medicines, I ſhall ſpeak to Dr. Mor- 
gan (not yet arrived) as ſoon' as he comes, and order hin 
Pp forward ſuch as may be neceſſary and can be poſlibly 
pared. 

I have the honour to- be, &c.- G. W. 


SIR, New-York, May Th, 1116: 
I THIS moment received by expreſs from general 
Schuyler an account of the melancholy proſpe& and re- 
verſe of our affairs in Canada : and preſuming that the 
letters which accompany this- will give Congreſs full infor- 
mation upon the ſybje&, I ſhall only add that general Schuy- 
ler, in purſuance of orders from the honourable commil- 
fioners, has directed brigadier-general Sullivan to halt lus 
brigade ; as a further reinforcement (on account of the ſcar- 
city of proviſions) would not relieve, but contribute great- 
ly to diſtreſs our troops already in Canada, Before he 
received theſe orders, all the brigade, except Dayton's 
and Wayne's regiments, had left Albany : but I ſuppoſe 
he will be able to ſtop their march. n 
} 
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By my letter of the fifteenth, Congreſs will perceive 
the quantity of pork already- gone from hence : and the 
commiſſary has afſured me that he will forward a further 
ſupply as ſoon as it can be poſſibly colleted. I had alſo 
direed five tons of lead to be ſent to: general Schuyler 
for the Canada expedition, before I received this unfortu- 
nate account ; which was as much as could be ſpared for 
the preſent (our ſtock being inconſiderable in proportion 
' to the demand we may xeaſonably expect for it ;) and 
| ſhall do every thing in my power to relieve our affairs 
from their preſent diſtreſſed and melancholy fituation 

in that quarter, which occurs to me and appears necel- 


I am alſo to acknowledge the receipt of your favours 
of the tenth and thirteenth inſtant, with their ſeveral in- 
cloſures. The money, accompanying the latter, came to 
the paymaſter's hands ſafe, 


I haye the honour to be, &c. G. W. 
SI R, X New-York, May 28, 1776. 
I DO myſelf the honour ts tranſmit te you the in- 


gloſed letters and papers I received this morning in the 
ſlate they now are, which contain ſundry matters of in- 
telligence of the moſt intereſting nature. As the con- 
ideration of them may lead to important conſequences 

the adoption of ſeveral meaſures in the military line, I 
have thought it adviſeable for general Gates to attend Con- 
greſs—(he will follow to-morrow, and ſatisfy, and ex- 
plain to them ſome points they may wiſh tobe informed 
of in the courſe of their deliberations)—not having an 
opportunity at this time to ſubmit my thoughts to them 
upon theſe intereſting accounts. 

I have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


- 
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SIR, | New-York, May 19, 1796. 
THIS will be delivered you by general Gates who 

ſets out to-day fox Congrels, a le to my letter of 
yeſterday. 
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yeſterday. T'have coromitted to hinr the heads. of ſutdy 
-matters .to :lay before - Congreſs for their confideraticy, 


- mand their moſt early and ſerious attention. 


will wiſh to be acquainted. with,—and not conceiving my: 


them) without their previous approbation,—L have requelt 
 ed:general Gates to ſubjoin-ſuch . hints of his.own, /as a: 
| may apprehend material. His military experience and 


- enable him to give Congreſs the fulleſt fatisfafQtion about 
. the meaſures neceſlary+to be adopted at this alarming crilis; 
-and, with his zeal and attachment to the cauſe of Amer 


which,.from the intereſting intelligence contained in my 
laſt, appear .to me of the . utmoſt - importance, - and to de. 


| Senſible: that I haye omitted. to ſet down.many thing 
neceffary,. and which probably, when deliberating, they 


ſelf at liberty: to-depart -from-my, poſt (though to attend 


intimate acquaintance with the ſituation of our affairs will 
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ica, have a claim. to their notice and fayours. | © 
| When Congreſs ſhall have come to a.determination on w 
the ſubje& of. this:letter, and fach parts of my former let 

ters as have not'been determined on, you will be pleafe 

-to honour me with the reſult. 


I amy Sir, &c. . -G.V, $7 

art 

| for 

_. SIR, | "New-York, May 20, 1116. vie 
YOUR favour of the-ſixteenth, with ſeveral refol- Wi ou: 

tions of Congreſs therein incloſed, I had not the honout Bi the 
to receive till laſt night. - Before the receipt, I did 00: Bl the 
- think myſelf at -liberty to wait on Congreſs, .although 1M for 
' wiſhed to do it ; and therefore the -more readily conſented ] 
-to general Gates's attendance, as I knew there avere maſh Car 
- matters which.could be better explained in a perſonal 1-8 was 
terview than in whole volumes of letters. He according) ther 

. ſet out for Philadelphia yeſterday morning, and.mult hal regi 
been too far advanced on his journey .(as hE propoſed © cnly 
dition) to be overtaken. | Woke 

I ſhall, if I can ſettle ſome matters which are n 2g# 4a 

ny the 2a 


«attacliment, and gratitude to Congreſs for their kind at 
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tion to the means which they think may be conducive to 
my health, and with particular thanks to you tor the po- 
liteneſs of your invitation to your houſe, conclude, dear 
Sir, your molt obedient, &Cc. G. W. 


| Philadelphia, Fune 3, 1776. 
I HAVE peruſed the petition preferred by the in- 
dependent corps of Boſton, and beg leave, through you, to 
inform Congreſs that the five regiments there are extremely 
deficient in arms, as are many other regiments in continent- 
!| pay ; and ſubmit it to their conſideration, whether any 
part of the arms lately taken, under theſe circumſtances, 
ſhould be delivered to the gentlemen applying for them ; 
determining at the ſame time, that whatever deciſion they 
come to will be agreeable to me, and be literally complied 
with, by, Sir, your molt obedient, &c. _ GW. 


 $IR, 


« |  NewsYork, June 7, 1776. 
I DO myſelf the honour to inform Congreſs that I 
arrived here yeſterday afternoon about one o'clock, and 
tound all in a ſtate of peace and quiet. I had not time to 
new the works carrying on, and thoſe ordered to be be- 
gun when I went away ; but have reaſon to believe, from 
the report of ſuch of the general and other officers as I had 
the pleaſure to ſee, that they have been proſecuted and 
forwarded with all poſſible diligence and diſpatch. 

I am much concerned for the ſituation of our affairs in 
Canada, and am fearful, ere this, it is much worſe than 
was firſt reported at Philadelphia. _ The intelligence from 
thence, in a letter from captain Wilkinſon of the ſecond: 
regiment, to general Greene, is truly alarming, It not 
only confirms the account of colonel Biddle and major 
dterburne's defeat, but ſeems to forebode general Arnold's, 
with the loſs of Montreal. I have incloſed a copy of the 
letter, which will but too well ſhew that there is founda 
tion tor my apprehenſions. 


Vo, IL N On 


$1R 
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On Wedneſday evening I received an expreſs from gen. 
eral Schuyler, with ſundry papers reſpe&ing Sir John John. 
fton, which I have not time-to copy, as the poſt is juſt go. 
ing off, but will do myſelf the honour of tranſmitting yoy 
as ſoon as I poſhbly can. | 

Before I left Philadelphia, I employed a perſon to ſuper. 
intend the building of the gondolas which Congreſs had 
reſolved on for this place. He is arrived, and all thing 
ſeem to be in a proper channel for facilitating the work; 


but when they are done, we ſhall be in much want of guns, 


having never receiyed any of thoſe taken by commodore 
Hopkins. | 

Be'pleaſed to mention me to Congreſs with the utmoſt 
reſpe& ; and I am, Sir, with every ſentiment of regard and 
eſteem, your and their moſt obedient ſeryant, G. W, 


P. $. I this minute received your favour of the fifth in- 
ſtant. 1 am in need of commiſhons, and beg Congreſs ta 
point out preciſely the Jine I am to purſue in filling them 
up. This I mentioned in my letter of the eleventh ultimo, 
1 am much pleaſed at the fortunate captures, and the gen- 
crous conduct of the owners and maſters, for the tender of 
the money ta Congrels. | 


SIR, | Pune 8,1776, 
IN my letter of yeſterday which I had the honour 

of addreſſing you, and which was deſigned to haye gone 
by poſt, but was prevented by his departure before the uſu- 
al time, I mentioned my having received by expreſs a |t- 
ter and ſundry papers from general Schuyler, reſpecting vi 
John Johnſton, copies of which I herewith tranſmit you 
for your infpeQtion and peruſal. They will ſhew you what 
meaſures were planned and attempted for apprehendirg 
him, and ſecuring the Scotch Highlanders in 'Tryop county: 
Having heard that the troops at Boſton are extremely 


unzaſy and almoſt mutinous for want of pay, (ſeveral months 


being now due) I muſt take the liberty to repeat a queſuon 
contained in my letter of the fifth ultimo—+* What mode 
is to be purſued reſpeing it ? whether is money to be ſent 
from hence by the pay-maſter-general, or ſome perſon fub- 

| ordinate 
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grdinate to him to be appointed there for that purpoſe ?”? I 
expected ſome dire&tion would have been given in. this in- 
ſtance, long ere-this, from what was contained 1n yours ac- 

companying (or about the time of) the lait remittance. I 
preſume it has been omitted by reaſon of the multiplicity 
of important buſineſs before Congreſs. | 

In peruſing the ſeveral reſolves you honoured me' with 
when at Philadelphia and fince my return, 1 find one allow- 
ing a chief engineer for the army in a ſeparate department. 
The ſervice requiring many of them, I wiſh Congreſs, if 
they "know any perſons ſkilled in this buſineſs, would ap- 
point them: General Schuyler has frequently applied, and 
ſuggeſted the neceſſity of having ſome in Canada, I my- 
ſelf know of none, | 

L alſo find there is a refolye of the third of June for 
taking Indians into the ſervice, which, if literally conftru- 
ed, confines them to that in Canada. Is that the meaping 
of Congreſs, or that the commander in_ chief may order 
their ſervice to any place he may think neceſſary ? 

In reſpett to the eſtabliſhing expreſſes between the ſever- 
al continental poſts, —who is to do it? the reſolve does 
not ſay. Is it expeed by Congreſs that I ſhould ? Who- 
ever the work is athgned to, I think, {fould execute it with 
ihe utmoſt diſpatch. "The late imperfe& and contradidto- 
ry accounts reſpeCting our defeat at the Cedars, ſtrongly 
point out the neceſſity there 1s for it. No intelligence 18 
yet come from any officer in command there, (and moſt 
probably for want of a proper channel to convey it) though 
tis misfortune happened ſo long ago._ 

When I had the honour of being in Congreſs, if I mil- 
take not, I heard a reſolve read, or was told of one, allow- 
ng the New-York troops the ſame pay as others in the 
continental ſervice. 'This, if any ſuch, I do not find ; and 
if there is not ſuch a one, I ſhall be under ſome embarraſl- 
ment, how to pay the militia to be provided by this prov- 
ince. The reſolve providing them ſays they are to be 
paid, while in ſervice, as other troops are. But if thoſe 
enliſted heretofore in this province are to receive accord- 
ng to the firlt eſtabliſhment, it is a matter of doubt what 
the militia are to have. | 
Before 


%?E:.- 
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Before this comes to hand, a hand-bill, containing an 
account of a victory gained by general Arnold oyer the 
party that had defeated colonel] Biddle and major Sher. 
burne, will moſt probably have reached you. 1 have in. 
quired into the authenticity of this fortunate report, and 
have found there 1s no dependence to be put in it ; nor 
do I believe it deſerving of the leaſt credit. I ſhall be 
happy not to hear the reverſe. | 

I have the honour to be, &c. ; G. W, 


P. S. If Congreſs have come to any reſolution about an 
allowance to induce men to re-enliſt, you will pleaſe to fa- 
your me with it, as the time the rifle regiment is engaged 
for is juſt expired. 

As the militia will be coming in, and they will be in 
much need of covering, pleaſe to have all the tents, and 
cloth proper for making them that can be procured, for- 
warded as ſoon as poſlible. | 


SIR, New-York, June 9,176. 

I WAS honoured yeſterday with your favour of the | 
ſeventh, with its inctoſures. When do@or Potts arrives, ] | 
- ſhall order him to Canada or Lake-George, as may appear 
moſt proper. It is certainly necefſary that he or dodtor t 
Stringer ſhould go to the former. 'The reſolve reſpeCting 1 
general Wooſter's recal I will immediately tranſmit him, { 
with dire&tions to repair hither without delay. 

The ſituation of our affairs in Canada, as reported by 
the honourable commiſhoners, 1s truly alarming ; and I am 
ſorry that my opinion of the ill conſequences reſulting 
from the ſhort enliſtment of the army ſhould be but too 
well confirmed by the experience they have had of the 
want of diſcipline and order in our ſoldiery there. This 
induces me again to wiſh Congreſs to determine on a lib- 
eral allowance to engage the troops already in ſervice t0 
re-enliſt for a longer period, or during the continuance of 
the war ; nor can I forbear expreſſing my opinion of the 
propriety of keeping the military cheſt always ſupplied with 
money, as evils of the molt intereſting nature are often pro- 
duced for want of a regular payment of troops. 'The neg- 
l-& makes them impatient and uneaſy. 


Tam 
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I am much ſurpriſed et the ſcarcity of proviſions there, 
particularly of flour ; as, from ſeveral accounts I had re- 
ceived from thence, I was led to expe& that conſiderable 
ſupplies of that article-could be procured there. That our 
misfortunes may not become preater, I have wrote to the 
commiſlary to forward more proviſions, in addition to thoſe 
already ſent. | EI 

An adjutant and quarter-maſter-general are indiſpenfably 
neceſſary, with aſſiſtants. The money ſaved to the conti- 
nent by their non-appointment will be but ſmall and trifling, 
when put-in competition with the loſs for want of them. 
Colonel Fleming, who aGed in the former capacity, under 
general Montgomery, is now here : but his indiſpoſition 18 
ſuch as to render him unfit, at this time, for the poſt :— 
it is an important one, and requires vigour and activity to 
diſcharge the duties of it. He will be of much ſervice to 
colonel Reed, the buſineſs of whoſe office - will increaſe 
conſiderably by the augmentation of the army. 

It will be neceffary too, that the commilſaries in Can- 
ada, and the deputy quarter-maſter-generals, ſhould have 
ſeveral aſſiſtants and clerks : nor do 1 think a preciſe num- 
ber can be fixed on, as a variety of circumſtances may ard 
muſt occur, to render the number, effential for doing the 
buſineſs in thoſe departments, greater or leſs at different 
times. It will be better, 1 apprehend, to leave it indet- 
nite, and with power to the commanding officer to allow 
ſuch as may be wanted. _ | 

I am 1h] in the dark, how the unfortunate affair ended 
at the Cedars, or on what terms the ſurrender was made, 
as the Jaſt letter from the commiſhoners has reference to a 
former, and mentions an agreement entered into, which [ 
have not ſeen ; but I know of it more than I could with. 

I have received from Providence, in conſequence of 
Mr. Morris's order, as chairman of the ſecret committee 
of Congreſs, two hundred and thirty-four muſkets, in part 
of the two hundred and forty-four direQted to be ſent. 
The incloſed copy of a Jetter from Mr. Brown will ac- 
count jor the deficiency. | | 

I ſhall. be much obliged by your ordering a quantity of 
lead and flints to .be immediately forwarded : our demands 
tor both are and will be very preſſing. There are alſo want- 

| N2 ed 
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ed ſome particular and neceſſary medicines to complete our 


hoſpital cheſts, of which I will get door Morgan to fur. 


niſh Congreſs with a liſt, when he writes or waits on them 
about fome other matters neceſſary to be fixed in his de. 
ment. 

As general Wooſter, in all probability, will be here in 
a little time in compliance with the oof 
and my order tranſmitted to him, I wiſh to know what [ 
am to do with him when he comes. 

General Schuyler, in his letter of the thirty-firſt ultimo, 
of which I rankkies you a copy yelterday, .mentions 
that ſundry perſons had a deſign to ſeize him as-a tory, 
and probably (till have, and withes Congreſs to give hin 
ſome public mark of their approbation, if they are convinc- 
ed of his zeal and attachment to the cauſe of his country, 
Whether he intended that I ſhould communicate his defire 
to them, or not, I am not certain : but, ſuppoſing that he 
did; I mult beg leave to requett that you will lay the par- 
agraph before them, that they may do, in the in{tance of 
nis requiſition, whatever they may judge neceſflary. 

I have the honour to be, &c.  G.W. 


P. S. If Congreſs have agreed to the report of the 
committee for allowing the Indians fifty pounds for every 
priſoner they ſhall take at Niagara, &c. it is material 
ſhould be informed of it. This will be a favourable oppor- 
tunity for them to embrace, to gain poſſeſhon of Detroit 
and the other poſts, whilſt the enemy are engaged towards 
Montreal, &c. 


| NewsYork, June IO, 1776. 
SINCE I did myſelf the honour of writing to you 
yeſterday, I have had the fatisfaQion of ſeeing, and for 
a few minutes converſing with Mr. Chaſe and Mr. Car 
roll, from Canada. 'Their account of our troops and the 
ſituation of affairs in that department cannot poſſibly ſur- 
priſe you more than it has done me. But I need not 


SIR, 


touch upon a ſubje& which you will be ſo well informed of 


from the fountain-head ; nor ſhould I have given you the 


trouble of a letter by this day's poſt, but for the Heer 
E = \& wIl 


olve of Congpreſz ' 
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which ſeems to prevail in the commiſſary's department, 
as well as others in that quarter,—the neceſhty of having 
it undzr one general dire&tion,—and the difſatisfation of 
colonel Trumbull at the allowance made him by Congreſs 
as an equivalent for. his trouble. With reſpe& to this 
- particular matter, I can only ſay that I think he is a man 
well [catculated] for the buſineſs, and. that, where a ſhil- 
ling is ſaved in the pay,.a pound may be loſt by miſman- 
avement 1n the office ; and that his reſignation at this time 
(I mean this campaign) may poſhbly be attended with fa- 
tal conſequences. I therefore humbly ſubmit to Congreſs 
the propriety of handſomely rewarding thoſe gentlemen. 
who hold ſuck very important, troubleſome, and' hazard-- 
ous offices, as commiſlary and quarter-maſter.. 

In ſpcaking to the former about the ſupplies neceſſary- 
for the troops to be raiſed, he informed me that the quan- 
tity of ſalt proviſions which was ſhipping from hence might. 
render his attempts to do it precarious ; in conſequence of 
which, I defired bim to-lay the matter before the con- 
rention of this colony, which he will do this day, but in 
the mean while defired Congreſs might be informed. of the 
matter, which I cannot better do. than in his own words. 
incloſed, and ſubmit the conſideration of it to the wiſdons 
of that honourable bady. | 

To Congreſs I alſo ſubmit the propriety of keeping the 
two continental battahons- (under the command of colonels 
hee and M*<Gaw) at Philadelphia, when there is the 
createſt probability. of a ſpeedy attack upon this place from 
the king's troops. "The encouragements given by gover- 
nor Tryon to the diſaffeted, which axe circulated, no one 
can well tell how,—the movements of theſe kind of peo- 
ple, which are more eaſy to perceive than deſcribe, —the 


confident report, which is ſaid to have come immediately 


from governor Tryon, and brought by a frigate from Hal- 
ax, that the troops at that place were embarking for 
this, —added to a thouſand incidental circumſtances, trivial 
n themſelves, but ſtrong from compariſon, —leave not a 
doubt upon my mind but that troops are hourly expeed 

at the Hook. 
I had no doubt when [I left this city for Philadelphia, 
but that ſome meaſures would haye been taken to ſecure 
| the 


abu tO = 


nothing is done in it. We may therefore have internal x 


Schuyler, inclofing a copy of a letter to him from colon 
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the ſuſpe&ted and dangerous perſons of this governmen 
before now, and left orders for the military to give every 
aid to the civil power. But the ſubje& is delicate, an 


well as external enemies to contend with. 
I have the honour to be, &c. G.V, 


! 


SIR, Head- Duarters, New-York, Fune 11, 1776 
I HAVE the honour of tranſmitting to Congreſs 
letter which came by expreſs laſt night from gener 


Kirkland, TI have likewiſe incloſed the copy of one d- 
rected to general Putnam or the commanding. officer 
New-York. "The repreſentations contained in theſe letter 
have induced me, without waiting the determination « WW f. 


| Congreſs, to dire& general Schuyler immediately to con- Wil of 


mence a treaty with the Six Nations, and to engage then 
in our intereſt, upon the beſt terms he and his colleagues BW ra! 
in commiſon can procure : and I truſt the urgency « il of 
the occaſion will juſtify my proceeding to the Congreſs —- I Co 
the neceſſity for deciſion and diſpatch in all our me 
ures, in my opinion, becomes every day more and mort 
apparent. | 

The exprefs, Mr, Bennet, was overtaken at Albany by 
general Schnyler, who had received intelligence at Fort 
George that a conſiderable body of Mohawk Indians 
were coming down the Mohawk river under the condud 
of Sir John Joknſton. The generaPs extreme hur!) 
would not allow him to write : but it ſeems his intention 
is to colle& at Albany a ſufficient force to oppoſe I 
John. TI have given him my opinion that colonel Day: 
ton's regiment ſhould be employed in that ſervice, and t9 
ſecure the polt where Fort-Stanwix formerly ſtood. 

In conſequence of an information that ſeveral met 


SIE 


fron 
rece 
Gay, 
Gied 
fron! 
med! 


chants were exporting falt pork and beef from this plact F 
I requeſted the commiſſary' to make application ld oo ge 
provincial Congreſs for a reſtraint to be laid on the 3B man; 
portation of thoſe articles, as I apprehended, not onl/ BW wher 
that- the enemy might receive ſupplies by the capture © amy 
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cur veſſels, but that” our people might ſhortly experience; 
a ſcarcity. 'The provincial Congreſs have accordingly 
made a reſolutiow (a copy of which is incloſed)' to ſtop 
the exportation for fourteen days. They'expe& Congreſs 


\ will in the mean time frame ' ſome general regulations on 


this head, They are unwilling (they fay), to ſubje& their 
conſtituents to partial reſtraints. S 

] once mentioned to- Congreſs that I thought a war- 
ofice extremely neceſſary, and they ſeemed inclined to in- 
ſitute one for our army ; but the affair ſeems to have beew 
fince dropped. Give me leave again' to'infaſt on the util- 
ity and importance of ſuch ar eſtabliſhment. *Fhe more 
I refle& upon the ſubje&, the more I am: convinced of its 
neceſſity, and that affairs can never be properly conducted: 
without it. | | 

It is with pleaſure I receive the reſolve incloſed in'your 
fxvour of the eleventh: inſtant. One conſiderable ground 
of diffatisfation in the army is thereby removed. 


I bave employed perfons- in building the gondolas and 


rafts which the Congrefs thought neceſſary for the defence 

of this place ; and, im conjun@ion with the provinciaP 

Congreſs, have determined to fink cheyaux-de-friſe, one 

of which is already begun. ike. 

_ I am, with the utmoſt reſpe& and eſteem, &c. 
X . G.W. 


SIR, ' New-Tork, Fune T4, 1776. 
I HEREWITH tranſmit you copies of a letter 
ſrom, general Schuyler and its ſeveral incloſures, which T 
received fince I had the honour of addreſfing you yeſter- 
Gy, From theſe you will learn that general Thomas 
cied the ſecond inſtant ; and the apprehenfions of our 
frontier friends in this colony, that our favage foes are 
medrating an attack againſt them. 
I muſt beg leave to refer you to a paragraph in the copy 
c general Schuyler's letter to general Putnam or the com- 
manding officer here, incloſed in mine of the thirteenth, 
Where he requeſts a ſupply of cloathing to be ſent for the 
uny in Canada. As there is b.t little or no probability of 


getting 
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getting iv here, I ſhall be glad to know whether there will be 
any chance of procuring it in Philadelphia ; and, if it ſhould 
be ſent through the hands of the quarter-maſter here, tg 
what account it 1s to be charged. 

I was laſt evening favoured with yours of the eleventh 
inſtant, and hope the two battalions, which Congreſs hare 
ordered from Philadelphia for the defence of this place, 


"will come provided with arms. If they do not, they wil 


be of no ſervice, as there are more troops hete already than 
are armed. RP 0s 
From general Schuyler's letter, he has in view the tak 
ing poft where Fort-Stanwix formerly ſtood. LI wrote hin 
I thought it prudent, previous to that, to ſecure a pot lower 
own, about the falls below the German-Flats, leſt the 
avages ſhould poſſefs themſelves of the country, and pre- 
vent ſupplies of men and proviſions that may be neceſlay 
to ſend there in future. He ſays he is in want of cannon 
and ammunition ; but has expreſſed hinifelf ſo ambiguoully, 
that I am at a loſs to know whether he meant what he has 
aid as an application or not,—this being the only intelli 
gence on the ſubje&, and the firſt mention of his want. 1 
have defired him to explain the matter, and, in his future 
recuiſitions for neceſſaries, to be more certain and explicit 
as to quantity and quality. In the mean time 1 ihail 1end 
him ſome intrenching tools, and inquire whether there are 
any cannon that can be ſpared from hence. 
I have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


Ot 


— — 


SI R, | New-York, Tune 16, 1776, 
' 1 DO myſelf the honour to tranſmit to Congrels 


copy of a letter covering copies of other papers, which [I re- 


ceived yelterday evening from general Sullivan. The in- 
telligence communicated by him is pleaſing and intereliing 
and ſuch as mult afford the greateſt fatisfaCtion, if the con- 
duc the Canadians have diſcovered fince his arrival among 
them is ingenuous and fincere. | 
General Sullivan mentions his having given commiſhons 
to ſome of the Canadians as a meaſure founded in neceſlitys 


and requeſts my approbation of it. But not confidering 


my ell 


ter | 
refs], 
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myſelf empowered to fay any thing upon the ſubjeQ, it may 
not be improper for Congrels to give him their opinion in 
this inſtance. 

I have alſo incloſed copies of general Schuyler's letters 
received at the ſame time. They contain accounts reſpe&- 
ing the Indians, variant from what was reported by Mr, 
Kirkland, but amounting to the ſame thing,——the probabil- 
ty of the ſavages attacking our frontiers. 

By laſt night's poſt I had information of a capture made 
by our armed veſſels, of one of the tranſports with a com- 
pany of Highlanders on board, bound to Boſton. The in» 
cloſed extrat&t from general Ward's letter to me will give 
you the intelligence more particularly. There are accounts 
n the city mentioning other valuable prizes : but as pen- 
eral Ward has ſaid nothing of them, 1 fear they want au- 
thenticity, 

I beg leave to mention that a further ſum of money will 


be wanted for our military cheſt by the time it can be 


ſent, The incloſed note from the pay-maſter-general 
ſhews the neceſſity for it ; and, I may add, beſides his 
eſtimate of dravghts to be made, there are the claims of 
the eaſtern troops at Boſton for three or four months” pay, 
not included, and now due. | 

Colonel M*Gaw is arrived with part of his battalion 
and by Wedneſday evening the whole both of his and 
colonel Shee's will be here, as I am told. 

As it is and may be of great importance to have a com- 
munication with the Jerſeys and Long-Ifland, I have had 
leveral flat-bottomed boats built for the purpoſe, and have 
thouphts of getting more for Poſaic and Hackinſac rivers, 
where they may be equally neceſſary for tranſporting our 
army or part of it occaſionally, or ſuccours coming to or 


2017 trom it. 


I have the honour to be, &c., G.W., 


SIR, | New-York, June 17, 1776. 
I BEG leave to inform Congreſs that general Wool- 


ter has repaired to head-quarters in obedience to their 


reſolve tranſmitted bim ; and ſhall be extremely glad if 
they 
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they will give me ſuch. further.direQions about him as they 
may conceive necefſary. He is deſirous of ſeeing hy 
family in Conneticut, as I am informed, having been x 
good while from it. I ſhall wait their inftructions as to 
his future employment. | ol 

I am, Sir, with ſentiments of much eſteem, &c. 


G.W.. 


TI AM now to acknowledge the receipt of your fi 
yours of the fourteenth and eighteenth inſtant, and the 
intereſting reſolves contained in them, with which I have : 
been honoured. 'The ſeveral matters recommended to my 
attention ſhall be particularly regarded, and the direQtions 
pf Congreſs and -your-requeſts .complied with in every in- 
ſtance, as far as-in-my power. 

_ The inſtituting a war-office -is certainly -an event «f 0 
great importance, and, :in all probability, will be-recorded " 
as ſuch in the hiſtoric-page. The benefits derived from d 
it, I flatter myſelf, will be conſider.ble, though the plan a 
upon which it is firſt fermed may not be entirely perted. 
This, like other great works, in its firſt edition, may not e: 


be free from.error.;—time will diſcover its defe&ts, and ex- Ca 

perience ſuggeſt the remedy, and ſuch further improvements & 

as may be neceſſary ; but-it was right to.give it a begin- on 

ning, in my opinion. bs Fe 

The recommendation to the convention.of New-York ; 

for reſtraining and puniſhing diſaffeed perſons, I an | 
Hopeful, will.be attended with falutary conſequences ; and r 

| the prohibition againſt exporting proviſions appears t * 


have been a meaſure founded in ſourd policy, leſt prope þ 
ſupplies ſhould be wanted, wherewith to ſupply our armits 0 
I have tranſmitted general Schuyler the reſolves about 
the Indians, and the others on which he is to a&: and a 
have requeſted his ſtri& attention and' exertions 10 0 q 
der to their being carried into exccution with all poſſible M 
diſpatch. | T4 Th 
I note your requeſt reſpeQing Mr. Hancock. He ſha 2a; 
have ſuch direQtions as may be .neceſſary for coocune Vo 
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tis office; and I am happy he will have ſo early a re- 
mittance for paying the troops in his department. | 
The filver and paper money deſigned for Canada will 
be highly ſerviceable, and I hope will be the means of re- 
eſtabliſhing our credit there in ſome degree with the Can- 
\ adians, and alſo encourage our men too, who have com- 
plained in this inſtance. When it arrives, I will ſend it 
forward under a proper guard. 

I have communicated to major-general Gates the re- 
ſolve of Congreſs for him 'to repair to Canada, and di- 
rected him to view Point-au-fer, that a fortreſs may be 
erected if he ſirall judge neceſſary. He is preparing for 
his command, and in a few, days will take his departure for 
it. I would fain hope his arrival there will give our. af- 
fairs a complexion different from what they have worn 
for a long time paſt, and that many effential benefits wi 
reſult from it. | " 

The kind attention Congreſs have ſhewn to afford the 
commander in .chief here-every aſfiſtance, by reſolving that 
recommendatory letters be written to the conventions of 
New-Jerſey, New-York, and aſſembly of ConneQticut, to 
authoriſe him to call in the militia in caſe of exigency, 
claims my thankful acknowledgments; and, I truft, if. 
earied into execution, will produce many advantages in 
caſe it may be expedient at any time to call in early rein- 
forcements. 'The delays incident to the ordinary mode 
may frequently render their aid too late, and prove ex- 
ceedingly injurious. | | 
| | this evening received intelligence of the nineteenth 
inſtant from captain Pond, of the armed floop Schuyler, 
of his having taken, about fifty miles from this, on the 
fouth fide of Long-Iſland, a ſhip and a ſloop bound to 
dandy-Hook. The ſhip, from Glaſgow, with a company 
of the forty-ſecond regiment, had been taken by one of 
commodore Hopkins's fleet, who took the ſoldiers out, 
and ordered her to Rhode-Iſland ; after which, ſhe was 
retaken by the Cerberus, and put under the convoy of the 
loop. As captain Pond informs me, there were five com- 
miſſoned officers, two ladies, and four privates on board. 
They are not yet arrived at head-quarters. Incloſed is an 
nroice of what they have on board. | 


Vou. I. Oo General 
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General Wooſter having expreſſed an inclination and 
wiſh to wait on Congreſs, I have given him permiſfion, nt 
having any occaſion for him here. He ſet out this 


morning. | 
| T have been up to view the grounds about Kingſbridge, 
and find them to admit of ieyeral places well calculated for 
defence ; and, eſteeming it a paſs of the utmoſt importance, 
have ordered works to be laid out, and ſhall dire& part of 
the two battalions irom Pennſylvania to ſet about the ex. 
ecution immediately, and will add to their number feyeral 
of the militia when they come in, to expedite them with 
all poſſible diſpatch. Their conſequence, as they will keep 
open the communication with the country, requires the 
molt ſpeedy completion of them. 
I have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


SIR, | : New-York, Fune 21, 1776, 

I WAS this morning honoured with your favour of 
the nineteenth inſtant, with ſundry reſolves of Congreſs, 
which came to hand after I had cloſed mine of the twenti- 
eth. 1 ſhall appoint a deputy muſter-maſter-general a3 


ſoon as I can fix upon a proper perſon for the office, and f 
dire& him immediately to repair to Canada. C; 

. Mr. Bennet, the bearer of this, delivered me a letter T 
to-day from general Schuyler, incloſing the proceedings of th 
the commiſſioners of Indian affairs at a meeting at Albany fre 
in conſequence of the reſolution of Congreſs (as they fay) w] 


which I tranſmitted the ſeventh inſtant, for engaging the th 
Indians in our fervice. The gentlemen appear to me to 
have widely miſtaken the views of Congreſs in this N- 
ſtance, acd to have formed a plan for engaging ſuch Indians 
as were net in contemplation, TI. cannot account upon 
what principles they have gone, a3 2 part of their progeed- 
ings ſhews they are, adout to hold 4 conference with the 
Six Nations. I ſuppoſe they eſteemed what they bv 
don? a neceffary meaſure :—a copy of which I have tic 
- honour to incloſe you. 

I thall now beg leave to lay Lefore Congreſs a propoli- 
tion made to me by captain Ticiry of this city, in beau 


A 
V 
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of a body of men who are defirous of being employed in 
the continental ſervice as a troop of horſe, and at the ſame 
time to offer my opinion that ſuch a corps may be ex- 
tremely uſeful in many reſpe&s. In a march they may 
be of the utmaſt ſervice in reconnaitring the enemy and 
gaining intelligence, and have it in their power to render 
many important benefits. 'The terms on which they are 
willing to engage are incloſed, which appear to me mod- 
erate and reaſonable. I am alſo informed that another 
company might readily be made up, and molt probably 
vpon the ſame terms. I would therefore ſubmit the pro- 
priety and expediency of the meaſure to the conſideration 
of Congreſs, and wiſh their opinion whether it will be 
azrecable ta them that both or either of them ſhould be 
formed and incorporated in this army, in manner as has 
been propoſed by captain Leary, if it can be done. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 1» 


SIR, _ Head-Y varters, Fune 21, 1776. | 


THIS will be deliyered to you by the chevalier de 
Kirmovan and monſieur de Vermonet. They are French 
gentlemen juſt arrived in this place, who have made appli- 
cation to mg to be received into the continental ſervice. 
They bring letters to doctor Franklin and ſome other gen- 
tiemen of the Congreſs. I ſuppoſe it will better appear 
from thoſe letters, than from any information I can give, 
whether it will be proper to employ them in the capacity 
tkcey are defirous of. | IP} 

| am, Sir, with the greateſt eſteem, &c. G. W. 


*IR, | New-Yorh, Fune 23, 1776. 
I HEREWITH tranſmit you an extract of a letter 
from general Ward which came to hand by laſt night's 
poſt, containing the agreeable intelligence of their having 
obh$4 the king's ſhips to leave IYantaſket-road, and of 
"0 tranſports more being taken by our armed veffels, 
vith two hundred and ten Highland troops on board. 
| I fincerely 


rs GENERAL WASHING TOWN's 


General Wooſter having expreſſed an inclination and 
wiſh to wait on Congreſs, I have given him permiſfion, nt 
having any occaſion for him here, He ſet out this 
morning. | : 

I have been up to view the grounds about Kingſbridge, 
and find them to admit of ſeveral places well calculated for 
defence ; and, eſteeming it a paſs of the uttnoſt importance, 
have ordered works to be laid out, and ſhall dire& part of 
the two battalions from Pennſylvania to ſet about the tx. 
ecution immediately, and will add to their number ſeyer:l 
of the militia when they come in, to expedite them with 
all poſſible diſpatch. Their conſequence, as they will keep 
open the communication with the country, requires the 
molt ſpeedy completion of them. 

I have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


SIR, S | New-York, Fune 21, 1776, 

I WAS this morning honoured with your favour of 
the nineteenth inſtant, with ſundry reſolves of Congreſs, 
which came to hand after I had cloſed mine of the twenti- 
eth. I ſhall appoint a deputy muſter-maſter-getieral a 
ſoon as I can fix upon a proper perſon for the office, and 
dire& him immediately to repair to Canada. 

. Mr. Bennet, the bearer of this, delivered me a letter 
to-day from general Schuyler, incloſing the proceedings of t 
the commiſſioners of Indian affairs at a meeting at Albany fr 
in conſequence of the reſvlution of Congreſs (as they fay) w 
which I tranfmitted the ſeventh inſtant, for engaging the 0 
Indians in our ſervice. The gentlemen appear to me to 
have widely miſtaken the views of Congreſs in this in- 
ſtance, and to have formed a plan for engaging ſuch Indians 
as were not in contemplation. I. cannot account upon 
what principles they have gone, as a part of their progeed- 
ings ſhews they are, about to hold 4 conference with the 
Six Nations. I ſupyoſe they eſteemed what they have 
done a neceflary meaſure :—a copy of which I hare tize 
- honour to incloſe you. 

I ſhall now beg leave to lay before Congrefs a propoſi 
tion mate to me by captain Ticwy of this city, 1a be 7 
| -.*6 
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of a body of men who are defirous of being employed in 
the continental ſervice as a troop of horſe, and at the ſame 
time to offer my opinion that ſuch a corps may be ex- 
tremely uſeful in many reſpe&ts. In a march they may 
be of the utmaſt ſervice in reconnaitring the enemy and 
gaining intelligence, and have it in their power to render 
many important benefits. "The terms on which they are 
willing to engage are incloſed, which appear to me mod- 
erate and reaſonable. I am alſo informed that another 
company might readily be made up, and molt probably 
ppon the ſame terms. I would therefore ſubmit the pro- 
priety and expediency. of the meaſure to the conſideration 
of Congreſs, and wiſh their opinion whether it will be 
agrecable ta them that both or either of them ſhould be 
tormed and incorporated in this army, in manner as has 
been propoſed by captain Leary, if it can be done. 

I have the honour to be, &c. (ho Ws 
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SIR, Fas Head-Y varters, Fune 21, 1776. | 


THIS will be deliyered to you by the chevalier de 
Kirmovan and monſieur de Vermonet. They are French 
gentlemen juſt arrived in this place, who have made appli- 
cation ta mg to be received into the continental ſervice. 
They bring letters to door Franklin and ſome other gen- 
tlemen of the Congreſs. I ſuppoſe it will better appear 
from thoſe letters, than from any information I can give, 
whether it will be proper to eraploy them in the capacity 
licy are defirous of. 

1 am, Sir, with the greateſt eſteem, &c. G. W. 


$1R, ; New-VYorb, Fune 23, 1776. 
I HEREWITH tranſmit you an extra of a letter 
from general Ward which came to hand by laſt night's 
poſt, containing the agreeable intelligence of their having 
oblid the king's ſhips to leave Nantaſket-road, and of 
"v0 tranſports more being taken by our armed veſſels, 
vith two hundred and ten Highland troops on board. 
- TI fincerely 
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I fincerely wiſh the ſame ſucceſs had attended'our arms in 
another quarter—but it has not. In Canada, the ſituation 
of our affairs is truly alarming. The incloſed copies of 
generals Schuyler, Sullivan and Arnold's letters will in- 
form you that general Thompſon has met with a repulſ: 
at 'Three-Rivers, and is now a priſoner in the hands of pen. 
eral Burgoyne, who (theſe accounts ſay) is arrived with a 
conſiderable army. Nor do they ſeem to promiſe an end 
of our misfortunes here : it is greatly to be feared that 
the next advices from thence will be, that: our ſhattered, 
divided, and broken army (as you will fee by the return) - 
have been obliged to abandon the country, and retreat, to 
avoid a greater calamity,—that of being cut off or becom- 
ing priſoners. I will have done upon the ſubjeR, and 
leave you to draw ſuch concluſions as you conceive from 
the ſtate of fats are moſt likely to reſult, only adding 
my apprehenfions that one of the latter events,—ither 
that they are cut off, or become priſoners, —has already 
happened, if they did not retreat while they had an oppor- 
tunity. General Schuyler and general Arnold ſeem to 
think it extremely probable : and if it has taken place, it 
will not be eaſy to deſcribe all the: fatal conſequences that 
may flow from it. At leaſt our utmoſt exertions will be 
neceſſary, to prevent the adyantages they have gained being 
turned to our greater misfortunes. General Gates will cer- 
tainly ſet out to-morrow, and would have gone before now 
had he not expected to receive ſome particular inftrudvns 
from Congreſs, which colonet Braxton ſaid he imagined 
would be piyen, and trani{mitted here. | 

Incloſed is a copy of a letter from general Arnold, re- 
ſpecting ſome of the Indian tribes, to general Schuyler, and 
of a talk had at Albany with thirteen of the Oneidas. They 
ſeemed then to entertain a friendly diſpoſition towards Us 
which I wiſh may not be changed by the misfortunes Ws 
have ſuſtained in Canada. 

] have the honour to be, &c G. W. 


. 
SIR, New-York, Fune 271 1716. 


I THIS morning received, by exprefs, letters fron 


generals Schuyler and Arnold, with a copy of one ” 
gene 
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general Sullivan to the former, and alſo of others to gener- 
al Sullivan 3 of all which I do myſelf the honour to tran{- 
mit you copies. 'They will give you a further account of 
the melancholy ſituation of our affairs in Canada, and ſhew' 
that there is nothing left to ſave our.army there bat evacu- 
ating the country. brig] Rr = 

I am hopeful: general Sullivan would retreat from the 
Iſle-aux-noix without waiting for previous orders for that 
purpoſe ; as; from generals Schuyler and Arnold's letters, 
it is much to be feared, by remaining there any confidera- 
ble time, his retreat would be cut off, or at leaſt be a mat- 
ter of extreme difficulty. I would obſerve to Congreſs 
that it is not in my power to ſend any carpenters from hence 
to build the gondolas and galleys general Arnold mentions, 
without taking them from a work equally neceſſary (if not 
more ſo) here, of the fame kind :—and ſubmit it to them 
whether it may not be adviſeable (as it 1s of great import- 
ance to us to have a number of thoſe veſſels on the Lake, 
to prevent the enemy's paſhng) to withdraw the carpenters - 
tor the prefer: from the frigates butlding up the North- 
river, and detach them immediately,” with all that can be 
zo at Philadelphia, for that purpoſe and carrying on thoſe 
ere, EO KS. 

I have the pleaſure to inform you of another capture 
made by our armed veffels, of a tranſport, on the nine- 
tenth inſtant, with a company of Highland grenadiers on 
board. The -incloſed extra& of. a letter -from general 
Ward, by laſt night's -poſt, contains the particulars ; to - 
which I beg leave to refer you. EL 

| have been honoured with your favours of the-twenty- 
irſt and twenty-fifth inſtant. in due order, with their im- 
portant incloſures, to which I ſhall particularly attend. T' 
have tranſmitted general Schuyler a copy of the reſolve of 
Congreſs reſpe@ing : the Mohickan - ard Stockbridge In- 
wans, and direted him to put an immediate ſtop to the - 
aling the two companies. | 

The quarter-maſter-general has 'been called upon for 
topping the tents deſigned for Mafſachuſetts-Bay, and or- 
acred to forward them immediately. He means to write 
5 Congreſs upon. the ſubje&, and hopes his .condu& will 
O2 . n&&- 
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not appear te deſerve their reprehenfion. Of this they 
will judge from his relation of the matter. 

Being extremely deſirous to forward the intelligence 
from Canada to Congreſs, well knowing their anxiety about 
our affairs there, I muſt defer writing upon ſome other 
matters I want to lay before them, until the next oppor. 
tunity, which I hope will be to-morrow, when 1 will in- 
form them fully upon the ſubje& of rations, having defired 
the commiſſary-general to furniſh me with ſome things 
neceſſary in that inſtance. 

I bave the honour to be, &c. : G. W, 


SIR, | | New-York, June 2.7, 1776, 

UPON information that major * * ® was travelling 
through the country under ſuſpicious circumſtances, [ 
thought it neceflary to have him ſecured. I therefore 
ſent after him. He was taken at South- Amboy, and 
brought up to New-York. Upon examinatiop, he inform- 
ed me that he came from New-Hampſhire, the country of 
his uſual abode, where he had left his faraily ; and pre- 
tended he was deſtined to Philadelphia on buſineſs with 
Congreſs. | 


- 


L 


As by his own confeſſion he had crofſed Hadſon's- 
river at New-Windſor, and was taken ſo far out of Jus 
proper and dire& route to Philadelphia—this conſideration, 
added to the length of time he had taken to perform his 
journey,—his being found in ſo ſuſpicious a place as Am- 
boy,—his unneceflary ſtay there on pretence of *getting 
ſome baggage from New-York, and an expeRation of 1c 
ceiving money from a perſon hcre, of bad character, and 
in no circumitances to furniſh him out of his own ſtock,— 
the major's reputation, and his being a half-pay officer, 
have increaſed my jealouſics abour him. 

'The buſineſs, which he informs me he has with Cor 
grels. is a ſecret offer of his ſervices, to the end that 
in caſ2 it ſhould be rejected, he might have his way kt 
open to an employment in the Ealt-Indies, to which Þe 
is aſſigned : and in that caſe he flatters himſelf he will ob- 
tain leave of Congreſs to go to Great- Britain, F 
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As he had been put upon his parole by Congrels, I 
thought it would be improper to ſtay his progreſs to Phil- 
adelphia, ſhould he be in fa& deftined thifher. I there- 

fore ſend him forward, but (to prevent impoſition) under 

the care of an officer, with letters found upon him, which, 
from their tenor, ſeem calculated to recommend him to 


Congreſs. I ſubmit it to their confideration, whether | 


' it would not be dangerous. to accept of the offer of his 
ſervices. 


I am, Sir, with the greateſt reſpect, &c. G. W. 


SIR, | | New-York, June 28, 1776. 
IN compliance with the rogue of Congreſs contain- 
ed in your favour of the twenty-fifth inſtant, and my prom- 
iſe of yeſterday, I do myſelf the honour to inform . you 
that the coſt of a ration, according to the commuiſſary- 
veneral's eſtimate, from the firlt of July to the firlt of 
December, will be from eight-pence to eight-pence half- 
penny, York currency. 
Having diſcharged the obligation I was under in this 
inſtance, and finding that many applications have been 


made for victualling the flying eamp, I would, with all - 


poſſible deference, wiſh Congreſs to conſider the matter 
well before they come to any determination upon it. 
Who the gentlemen are that have made offers upon this 
occalion, I know not : conſequently my objeCtions to their 
appointment cannot proceed from perſonal diſlike ; nor 
have I it in view to | phe Mr. 'Crumbull, the commiſſary- 
general, by wiſhing him to have the direC&tion of the whole 
lupplies for his emolument ; becauſe whatever rations are 
taken from him fave him the trouble of ſupplying proviſ- 
ons to the amount, without diminiſhing his pay,—that 
being fixed and certain :—but what influences me is a re- 
gard to the public good. I am morally certain, if the 
bulineſs is taken out of Mr. 'Trumbull's hands and put in- 
to another's, that it may and will in all probability be at- 
tended with great and many inconveniences. It is likely, 
during the continuance of the war between us and Great- 
Britain, that the army here, or part of it, and the troops 

compoling 
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compoliog the flying camp, will be frequently joined, and 
under the neceſhty of affording each other mutual aid. If 
this event is probable (and moſt certainly it is) the ſame 
confuſion and diſorder will reſult from having two com- 
miſſaries, or one commiſſary* and one contractor in the 
{ame army in the ſame department, as did between Mr, 
Trumbull and Mr. Livingſton on the coming of the form. 
er to New-York. I cannot diſcriminate the two caſes; 
and not foreſeeing that any good conſequences will flow 
from the meaſure, but that many bad ones will,—-ſach as 
claſhing of intereſts, —a contention' for. ſtores, carriages,— 
and many other cauſes that might be mentioned if hurry 
of buſineſs would permit, —I confeſs I cannot perceive the 
propriety of appointing a different perſon, or any but the 
commiſlary... » _ | | 

I would alſo add, that few armies, if any, have been 
better ſupplied than the troops urider Mr. Trumbull's care 
in this inſtance ; which, I ſhould ſuppoſe, ought to have 


conſiderable weight, eſpecially as-we have itrong reaſons 


to believe that a large ſhare of the misfortunes our arms 


| have ſuſtained in Canada fprang from a want of proper and: | 


neceflary ſupplies of proviſions. FA 
Mr. "Trumbull too (I am informed) has already made 


proviſion in New-Jerſey for the flying camp which will be 


ſtationed there, and employed proper perions in that colony 
to.tranſa&t the buſineſs incident to his department, in obe- 


_ dience to my orders, and in full confidence. that it was to 


come under his management. 


My great defire to ſee-the affairs of this important poſt, 


on which ſo much depends, go on in an caſy, ſmooth and 


uninterrupted courſe, has led me to ſay thus much upon 


the ſubject, and will, I hope, (if I am unhappy enough to 
differ in opinion with Congreſs) plead my excuſe for the 
liberty I have taken. | 

I would alſo beg leave to mention to Congreſs the ne- 
_ cefſity there is of ſome new regulations being entered into, 


reſpeCting the chaplains of this army. They will remen- 


ber that applications were made to increaſe their pay 
which was conceived too low for their ſupport ; and that 
it was propoſed (if it could not be done for the whole) 


that the number ſhould be leſened, and one be appointed 
= to 
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to two regiments, with an' additional allowance. 'This 
latter expedient was adopted, and, while the army cons 
tinued all together at one encampment, anſwered well, or 
at leaſt did not produce many inconveniences. But the 
army now being: differently circumſtanced from what it 
then was,—part here, part at Boſton, and a third part 
detached to Canada,—has introduced much confuſion and 
diſorder in this inſtance ; nor do I khow how it 1s poſſible 
to remedy the evil, but by affixing one to each regiment, 
with ſalaries competent to their ſupport. No ſhifting, no 
change from one regiment to another, can anſwer the pur- 
poſe ; and in many caſes it could never be done though 
the regiments ſhould conſent, —as where detachments are 
compoſed of unequal numbers, or ordered from different 
paſts. Many more inconveniences might be pointed out : 
but theſe, it 1s preſumed, will ſufficiently ſhew the defe&t 
of the preſent eſtabliſhment, and the propriety of an alter- 


ation. What that alteration ſhall be, Congreſs will pleaſe 


to determine... 


Congreſs, I doubt not, will have heard of the plot that: 


was forming among many difaffetted perſons in this city 
and government for aiding the king's troops upon their 


arrival, No regular plan ſeems to have been digeſted :. 


but ſeveral perſons have been enliſted,. and ſworn to join 
them. "The matter, I am-in hopes, by a timely diſcovery, 
will be ſuppreſſed and: put a ſtop to. Many «citizens and 
others, among whom is the mayor, are now 1n confine- 
ment. The matter has been traced up to governor. Tryon ; 
and the mayor appears to have"been a principal agent, or 
go-between him and the perſons concerned in it. The 
plot had been communicated to ſome of the army, and part 
of my guard engagedin it, T*#*®** H#**®*, one of 
them, has been tried, and, by the unanimous: opinion of a 
| Court-martial, is ſentenced to die,—having enliſted himſelf, 
and engaged others. The ſentence, by the advice of the 
whole council of general officers, will be put in execution 
to-day at eleven o*clock. 'The others are not tried. L 
am hopeful this example will produce many falutary con- 
ſequences, and deter others from entering into the hke 
Vattorous practices, 

The 
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'The incloſed copy of a reſolve of the provincial Con. 
-greſs will ſhew that ſome of the diſaffeted on Long-Iſland 
have taken yup arms. I have, agreeable to their requeſt, 


| fent a party after them, but have not as yet been able to 


apprehend them,—having concealed themſelves in differ. 
ent woods and moraſles. 

General Gates ſet out on Tueſday with a fine wind which 
has been fair eyer fince, and would ſoon arrive at Albany, 

I this moment received a letter from lieutenant Daviſon, 
of the Schuyler armed ſloop, a copy of which I have in- 
cloſed ; to which I beg leave to refer you for the intell- 
gence communicated by him. 

F could wiſh general Howe and his armament not to 
arrive yet, as not more than a thouſand militia have yet 
come in, and our whole force (including the troops at all 
the detached poſts, and on board the armed veſſels, which 


_ are comprehended in our returns) is but ſmall and incon- 


fiderable, when compared with the extenfive lines they are 
to defend, and (moſt probably) the army that he brings, 
I have no farther intelligence about him than what the 
heutenant mentions ; but it is extremely probable his ac» 
counts and conjectures are true. | 

I have the honour to be, &c. ; G: W. 


'P. S. I have incloſed a general return :—and it may 
be certainly depended on, that general Howe and fleet 


| have ſailed from Halifax, vome of the men, on board 


the prizes mentioned in the lieutenant's letter, were 0n 
board the Greyhound, and ſaw general Howe. 


$1R, New-York, June 29, 17 16. 

I was laſt night honoured with your favour of the 
twenty-ſixth inſtant, and, agreeable to your requeſt, ſhal 
pay proper attention to the reſolves it incloſed. 

I obſerve the augmentation Congreſs have reſolved t0 
make to the forces deſtined for the northern department, 
and the bounty to be allowed ſuch ſoldiers as will enliſt 
for three years. I hope many pood conſequences will re 


ſult from theſe meaſures 3 and that, from the latter, a con 
fderablc 
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fderable number of men may be induced to engage in the 
ſervice. [ig | 

I ſhould eſteem myſelf extremely happy to afford the 
leaſt aſiſtance to the Canada department in compliance 
\ with the defire of Congreſs and your requiſition, were it 
in my power : but it is not. The return which I tranſ- 
mitted yeſterday will but too well convince Congreſs of 
my incapacity in this inſtance, and point out to them that 
the force I now have is trifling, conſidering the many and 
important poſts that are neceflary, and mult be ſupported, 
if poſhible. But few militia have yet come in, the. whole 
being about twelve hundred, including the two battalions 
of this city, and one company from the Jerſeys. I wiſh 
the delay may not be attended with difagreeable conſe- 
quences, and their aid may not come too late, or when it 
may not be wanted. I have wrote, I have done every 
thing 1 could, to call them in : but they have not come, 
though I am told that they are generally willing. 

The accounts communicated yeſterday through lieuten- 
ant Daviſon's letter are partly confirmed, and, I dare fay, 
will turn out to be true on the whole. For two or three 
days paſt, three or four ſhips have been dropping in ; and 
I juſt now received an expreſs from an officer appointed 
to keep a look-out on Staten-Ifland, that forty-five arrived 
at the Hook to-day :—-ſome ſay more ; and I ſuppoſe the 
whole fleet will be in, within a day or two. I am hope- 
ful, before they are prepared to attack, that I fira!l get 
ſome reinforcements. Be that as it may, I ſhall attempt 
to make the beſt diſpoſition I can of our troops, in order 
to give them a proper reception, and to prevent the ruin 
and deſtru@tion they are meditating oainſt US. 

As ſoon as the expreſs arrived laſt night, I ſent the let- 
ters for the northern colonies to the quarter-maſter-gzneral, 
with orders to forward them immediately. 
| When monſieur Wiebert comes, (I have not ſeen him 
yet) I ſhall employ him as Congreſs have dire&ted. The 
erms upon which he offers his ſervice ſeem to promie 
*0m*thing from him. 1 wiſh he may anſwer, and be ſkill- 
*d in the buſineſs he ſays he is acquainted with. 

. Lhave the honour to be, &ec. | G. W. 
| New-York, 
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SIR, New-York, June 3, 1916. 

I.-HAD the pleaſure of receiving your favour. of the 
twenty-ninth early this morning, with which you have been 
pleaſed to honour me, together with the reſolves for a fur. 
ther augmentation of-our army. | 


The battalion of Germans, which Congreſs have order- | 


ed to be raiſed, will be a corps of much ſervice; and I 
am hopeful that ſuch perſons will be appointed officers, as 


will complete their enliftments with all poſſible expedition, 


I ſhall communicate, to colonel Stevenſon and one.of his 
field-officers what you have requeſted, and dire&t them to re- 
pair immediately to Philadelphia. It is an unlucky cir- 
cumſtance that the term of enliſtment of theſe three com- 
panies, and of the rifle battalion, ſheuld expire at this time 
when a hot campaign is, in all probability, about to com- 
mence. + | 

Canada, it is certain, would have been an important ac- 
_—_ and well worth the expenſes incurred in the = 

uit of it. But as we could nor reduce it to our poſſeſſion, 
the retreat of our army with ſo little loſs, under fuch a ya- 
riety of diſtrefſes, muſt be eſteemed a molt fortunate event. 
It is true, the accounts we have received do not fully au- 
thoriſe us to ſay that we have' ſuſtained no loſs : but they 
hold forth a probable ground for ſuch concluſion. I am 
anx1ous to hear .it confirmed. 

I have the honour of tranſmitting you an extract of a 
letter received laſt night from general Ward. If the 
ſcheme the privateers had in view, and the meaſures he had 
planned, have been carried into execution, the Highland 
corps will be tolerably well diſpoſed of : but I fear the for- 
tunate eyent has not taken place. 

In general Ward's letter, was inclo{ed one from leuten- 
ant-colonel Campbell, who was made priſoner with tie 
Highland troops. I have tranſmitted you a copy. Tis 


will give you a full and exa& account of the number of 


Priſoners that were on board the four trar.ſports ; and wil 
prove, beyond a poſſibility of doubt, that the evacuation 0 
Boſton by the Britiſh troops was a matter neither know" 


nor expected when he received his ordcrs. lm 
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many fas had concurred, before to ſettle the matter, that 
no additional proofs were neceffary. Fe 

' When I had the honour of addrefling you yeſterday, I had 
only been informed- of the arrival of forty-five of the fleet 
in the morning. Since that, I have receiyed authentic in- 
telligence from ſundry perſons (among them, from general 
Greene) that a hundred and ten fail came in before night, 
that were counted, and that more were ſeen about duſk in 
the offing. I have no doubt but the whole that failed from 
Halifax are now at the Hook. vas 

Juſt as I was about to conclude my letter, I received 
one from a gentleman upon the ſubje& of calling the five 
regiments from Boſton, to the defence of Canada or New- 
York, and to have militia raiſed in their lieu. I have ſent 
you a copy, and ſhall only obſerve, that I know the author 
well : his hand-writing 1s quite familiar to me: heisa 
member of the General Court, very ſenſible, of great influ- 
ence, and a warm and zealous friend to the caule of Amer- 
_ The expedient propoſed by him is ſubmitted to Con- 
grels. | 


I have the honour to be, &c. ' GC. W. 


SIR, "New-York, Fuly 3,1776. 
SINCE I had the honour of addreſling you, and on 

the ſame day, ſeveral ſhips more arrived within the Hook, 
maxing the number that came in then a hundred and ten ; 
and there remains no doubt of the whole of the fleet from 
Halifax being now here. Yeſterday evening fifty of them 
came up the bay and anchored on the Staten-Ifland fide. 
heir views I cannot preciſely determine ; but am ex- 
tremely apprehenſive, as part of them only came, that they 
mean to ſurround the iſland, and ſecure the ſtock upon it. 
1 had conſulted with a committee of the provincial Con- 
greſs upon the ſubje&, before the arrival of the fleet ; 
and they appointed a perſon to ſuperintend the buſineſs, 
and to drive the ſtock off. I alſo wrote to brigadier- 
general Heard, and direted him to the meaſure leſt 


t might be negle&ted ; but am fearful it has not been 
efle&ed. | 


Vor, I. P Our 


Yo GENERAL WASHINGTON: 


| Our reinforcement of militia is yet but ſmall !—I ean« 


not aſcertzin the amount, not having got a retutn. 'How- 
ever, I truſt, if the enemy make an attack, they will mect 
with a repulſe, as 1 have the pleafure to inform you thatan 
agreeable ſpirit and, willingneſs for aCtion ſeem to animate 
and pervade the whole of our troops. _. a} 
As it is difficult to determine what objeQts the eneniy 
may have 1n contemplation, and whether they may not 
detach ſome part of , their force: to Amboy, and to ravage 
that part of the country, if. not extend their views farther, 
I ſubmit it to' Congreſs whether it may not be expedient 
for them 'to repeat and preſs home their requeſts to the 
different governments that are to provide. men for the fly- 
ing camp,..to furniſh, their -, quotas with all poſhble dif- 
patch. - It.1s a matter. of great importance, and will:be of 
ſerious conſequence, to haye the camp eſtabliſhed in caſe 
the enemy ſhould be able to poſſeſs themſelves of this 
river, and cut off the ſupplies 3 ercops that might be nec- 

effary on certain emergencies to.be ſent from hence. 
— TI muſt entreat your attention to an application I made 
ſome time ago for flints. We are extremely deficient in 
this neceflary article, and ſhall be greatly, di{trefled if we 
cannot obtain a ſupply. Of lead we have a ſufficient 
quantity for the whole campaign, taken .off the houſes 

here. | NY | 
Eſteeming it of infinite advantage.to.prevent the enemy 
from getting freſh proviſions, and herſes for their waggons, 
artillery, &c. I gave orders to a party of our men on Staten- 
Iſland (fince writing to general Heard) to drive the 
ſtock of without waiting for the affitance or direftion of 
the committees there, leſt their low mode of tranſaQtng 
buſineſs might produce too- much delay ;j——and have ſent 
this morning .to know what they have done. 1 am this 
morning informed by a gentleman, that the committee of 
Elizabeth-Town ſent their company of light-horſe on Mon- 
day to effe& it, and that fome of their militia were to giv? 
their aid yeſterday. ' He adds that he-was credibly told 
lift night by a party of the militia coming to this place, 
tht yeſterday they flaw a good deal of ſtock driving ba 
ig 11200 
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land, and. crofling to, the Jerſeys. If the buſineſs is,not 
executed before now, it. will be impothvle to do it. 
T have the honour to be, &c. ir (GW. 


32 1217S 
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$ boa | | New-York, July 4, 17hb. 
THIS will be handed to you by colonel Stevenſon, 
whom LI have ordered, with the captains of the two rifle 
companies from Maryland, to wait on Congreſs. 'They 
will point out ſuch. meaſures as thzy conceiye moſt likely 
to advance the raiſing of the new rifle battalion, and the 
perſons they think. worthy of promotion, that haye ſerved 
in the three companies here, agrecable to the incloſed lift. 
I am not acquainted with them myſelf, but from their re- 
port and recommendation, which I doubt not to be jult ; 
and that, if Congreſs will pleaſe to inquire of them, they 
will mention other proper perſons for. ofcers — _ 
Only about forty of. the three old companies have re- 
enliſted, whom LI ſhall form into, one for the preſent, and 
place under an officer jor two, till a further and complete 
arrangement is made of the, whole battalion. 


SIR, 


b { [7 - F FLELNE 
I have the honour to be, &c. | - G.W. 
$1 R,  NewsYork, Yuly 4, 1 770. 


WHEN I had the honour to addreſs you onthe 
thirtieth ,ultimo, .L tranſmitted.a copy of a letter I had re- 
ceived from a_gentl2man, a member of the honourable Gen- 
eral Court, [of Maſſachuſetts] ſuggeſting the improbability 
of ſuccours coming from thence in any reaſonable time, 
*ither for the defence of this place, or to reinforce our 
troops engaged in the Canada expedition, I am ſorry to 
inform you, that, from a variety of intelligence, his appre- 
henſions appear to be:juſt, and to be fully confirmed : nor 
have I reaſon to expe but that the ſupplies from the other 
two governments, GonncRiics and New-Hampſhire, will 


be extremely flow and greatly deficient in number. 

As it now ſeems beyond queſtion, and clear to demon- 
liration, that the enemy mean to dire& their operations 
and 
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and bend their moſt vigorous efforts againſt this colony, 
and will attempt to unite their two armies, —that under 
general Burgoyne, and the one arrived here,—I cannot 
but think the expedient propoſed by that gentleman is ex- 
ceedingly juſt ; and that the continental regiments, now in 
the Maſſachuſetts-Bay, ſhould be immediately called from 


thence, -and be employed where there is the ſtrongeſt rex- 


fon to believe their aid will be indiſpenſably neceflary, 
The expediency of the meafure I ſhall ſubmit to the con- 
{ideration of Congrefs, and will only obſerve, as my opin- 
10n, that there is not the moſt diſtant proſpe& of an at- 


tempt being made, where they now are, by the enemy ; 


and, if there ſhould, that the militia that can be aſſembled 
upon the ſhorteſt notice will be more than equal to repel 
tt. They are well armed, reſolute, and determined, and 
will inſtantly oppoſe any invaſion that may be made in 
their own colony. 

I ſhall alſo take the liberty again to requeſt Congreſs to 
intereſt themſelves in, having the militia raiſed and for- 
warded with all poſſible expedition, as faſt as' any confid- 


erable number of them can be colle&ed, that are to com- 


poſe the flying camp. 'This I mentioned in my letter yet- 
terday, but think proper to repeat it, being more and more 
convinced of the neceſſity. The camp will be in the 
neighbourhood of Amboy : and I ſhall be glad that the 
conventions, or committees of ſafety, of thoſe governments 
from whence they come, may be requeſted to give me 
previous notice of their marching, that I may form ſome 
plan, and dire&' provifion to be made for their reception. 

"The difaffeQion of the people at that place and others 
not far. diſtant is exceedingly great; and, unleſs it is 
checked and over-awed, it may become more general, and 
be very alarming. 'The arrival of the enemy will encour- 
ape it. They, or at leaſt a part of them, are already land- 
ed on Staten-Ifland, which 1s quite contiguous ; and about 
four thouſand were marching about it yeſterday, as I have 
been advifed, and are leaving no arts un-eſfayed to gain 
the inhabitants to their ſide, who ſeem but too favourably 
diſpoſed. Tt is not unlikely that in a little time they may 


attempt to croſs to the Jerſey fide, and induce eng 7 
; 1 jo 
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join them, either from motives of intereſt or fear, unleſs 
there is a force to oppole them. 

As we are fully convinced that the miniſterial army we 
ſhall have to oppoſe this campaign will be great and numer- 
ous, and well know that the utmoſt induſtry. will be uſed, 
as it already has been, to excite the ſavages and every 
body of people to arms againſt us whom they can influence, 
it certainly behoves us'to ſtrain every nerve' to counteraCt 
their deſigns. + I would therefore ſubmit it to Congrels, 
whether (eſpecially as our ſchemes for employing the welt- 
era Indians do not ſeem to be attended with any great 
proſpe& of ſucceſs, from general Schuyler's accounts) it 
may not be adviſeable to take meaſures to engage thoſe of 
the eaſtward, the” St, John's, Nova-Scotia, Penobſcot, &c. 
12 our favour. I have been told that ſeyeral might be got, 
perhaps five or fix hundred or more, readily to join us. 
If they can, I ſhould imagine it ought to be done. It 
will prevent our enemies from ſecuring their friendſhip ; 
and further, they will be of infinite fervice in annoying 
and haraſſing them, ſhould they ever attempt to penetrate 
the country. Congreſs will be pleaſed: to conſider the 
meaſure : and if they determine to adopt it, I conceive it 
will be neceffary to authoriſe and requeſt the General Court 
of the Maſſachuſetts-Bay to carry it into execution. Their 
ſituation and advantages will enable them to negociate a 
treaty and an alliance better than it can be done by any 
perſons elſe. 
| I have been honoured with your two favours of the firſt- 
inſtant ; and, agreeable to the wiſhes of Congreſs, ſhall 
put monkeur Wiebert in the beſt place I can to prove his 
abllities in the art he profeſſes. TI ſhall ſend him up imme- 
diately to the works ereQing towards Kingſbridge under 
the diſcretion of general Mifflio, whom I ſhall requeſt to 
employ him. h YL: | +: | 

I this moment received a letter from general Greene, 
an extract of which I have incloſed. 'The intelligence it 
contains 1s of the moſt important nature, and evinces the 
——y of the moſt ſpirited and vigorous exertions on 

ur part. 
| The expe&tation of the fleet under admiral Howe is cer- 
tainly the reaſon the wwy already come have not begun 
2 therr 
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their hoftile operations. + When that arrives, we may look 
for the molt intereſting events, and ſuch as, io all probabil; 
ity, will have conſiderable - weight inthe preſent. conteſt. 
It behoves us to. be prepared in the beſt: manner :. and | 
ſubmit it again to Congreſs, whether'the accounts given-by 
their priſoners do not ſhew the propriety of calling the-ſey. 
eral continental regiments - from the Maſſachuſetts govern- 
ment, raiſing the flying camp with all poſſible diſpatch; and 
engaging the eaſtern Indians, .- ' ab Ta 
Fuly 5.—General Mercer arrived: here . on "Tueſday; 
and, the next morning, was ordered to Paulus-Hook to 
make ſome arrangements of the militia as they came in, 
and the beſt diſpoſition he could to prevent the enemy croſl- 
ing from Statea-lfland, if they ſhould have any ſuch views. 
The diſtreſſed ſituation of the inhabitants of Elizabeth- 
Town and Newark has fince induced me, upon their appli- 
cation, to give up all the militia from the' Jerſeys, except 
thoſe engaged for {ix months. 1 am hopeful they, will be 
able to repel any incurfions that may be attempted- Gen-, 


erals Mercer and Livingſton are'concerting plans for that.\ 
purpoſe. By a letter from the latter laſt night, I am ip- © 


formed the enemy are throwing up ſmall works at all the 
paſſes on the north fide of Staten-Ifland, which it is prob- 
able they mean to ſecure. 4-04 £06.51 of 
None of the ConneQticut militia are yet arrived: fo that 
the reinforcement we have received is very inconſiderable. 
A letter from gen2ral Schuyler, with ſundry incloſures, 
{of which N? 1, 2 and 3 are exa& copies) this moment 
came to hand, and will no doubt claim, as it ought to do, 
the immediate attention of Congreſs. 'The evils which 
mult inevitably follow a diſputed command, are ,too obvi- 
ous and alarming to admit a moment's delay in your deci- 
ſion thereupon : and, although 1 do. not preſume to.advile 
in a matter, now, of this delicacy, yet as it appears ev 
dent that the northern army has retreated to Crow: 
Point, and mean to act upon the defenſive only, I cannot 
help giving it as my opinion that one of the 'major-gener- 
als in that quarter would be more uſefully employed here, 
or in the flying camp, than there : for it becomes my. du- 
ty to obſerve, if another experier.ced'officer is taken from 
hence 1n order to command tle flying eamp, ; that pu 
gran 
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grand army will be entirely ſtripped of generals who have 
ſeen” ſervice, —being' in a manner already deſtitute of 
ſuch. My diſtreſs, on' this account, —the appointment of 
general Whitcomb to 'the eaitern regiments,—a convic- 
tion in my owa breaſt that no troops will be ſent to Boſ- 
ton, and the certainty of a number.coming to this place, 
—occaloned: my ; poltponing, from time to time, ſending 
any general ofhicer from hence to the eaſtward heretofore : 
and now I ſhall wait the ſentiments of Congrels relative to 
the five regiments in Maffachuſetts-Bay,. before I do. any. 
thing/1n this matter, -- Ty F 
The commullary-general has been with me this morning; 
concerning the other matter contained 1n general Schuy- 
ler's letter reſpefing . the buſineſs of that department.. 
He has, I believe,., (in order to remove difficulties) re- 
called Mr. Avery, but; ſeems. to think it neceſſary in that, 
caſe that,Mr, Livingſton ſhould be left to: himſelf, as he. 
cannot be 'reſponſible for perſons, not of his own appoint- 
_ ment. This matter. ſhould. alſo ; be clearly defined by. 
Congreſs. I have, already-given my opinion of the ne- 
ceſlity of theſe matters being under one general cireQtion, 
in ſo full and clear a manner, that I ſhall not take up the 
ume of Congrels to repeat it in this place. | 
_ I have the honour to be, &c;. | wt; - 3 6 


* 


SIR, Gap 
CONGRESS. having reſolved to raiſe a regiment. 
of Germans to. countera&t the deſigns of our enemies, I. 
mult beg leave to recommend to their notice John David 
Wilpert, now a firſt-lieutenant. in colonel Shee's battalion,. 
to the office of captain inzſaid-regiment. , I am perſonally 
acquainted with him, and know: that he joined the Vir- 
gina forces under my command in the year 1754, and 
continued in ſervice the whole war, during which he con- 
dufted hiniſelf as an active, vigilant, and brave' officer. 
He is a German ; and his merit, as a ſoldier, entitles him 
much to the office he wiſhes for. WT; 
1 have the honour to be; &c. !. G. W. 
ihtcgre,d 39 vw wed FH New-York, 


New-York, Fuly $, 1776- 
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$1 R;: 7 | New-York, Fuly to, 1996. 

I AM now to acknowledge the receipt of your two 
favours of the fourth and fixth inſtant, which came duly 
to hand, with their important incloſures. _ | 

I perceive that Congreſs have been employed in- delib. 
erating, on meaſures of the molt intereſting nature. + It is 
certain that it is not with us to determine in many in- 
ſtances what conſequences will low from our councils : 
but yet it behoves- us to adopt ſuch, as, under the ſmiles 
of a gracious and all-kind Providence, will be moſt likely 
to promote our happineſs. FE truſt the late deciſive 
they have taken is calculated for that end, and will ſecure 
us that freedom and thoſe privileges, which have been 
and are refuſed us, contrary to the voice of nature and 
the Britiſh conftitution. Agreeable to the requeſt of 
Congreſs, I cauſed © THE DECLARATION?” tobe 
proclaimed before all the army under my immediate com- 
mand ; and have the pleaſure to inform them -that the 
meaſure ſeemed to have their moſt hearty afſent,—the ex- 
preſſions and behaviour, both of officers and men, teltify- 
ng their warmeſt approbation of it. I have tranſmitted 
a copy to general Ward at Boſton, requeſting him to 
bave it proclauned to the continental troops -in that de- 
partment. 

It is with great pleaſure that I hear the militia from 
Maryland, the Delaware goverament, and Pennſylvania, 
will be in motion every day to form the. flying camp. It 
i3 of great importance, and ſhould be accompliſhed with 
all poſhble diſpatch. The readineſs and alacrity with 
which the committee of ſafety of Pennſylvania and the 
other conferees have ated, in order 'to forward the afſo- 
ciated militia of that State to the Jerſeys for ſervice till 
the men to compoſe the flying camp arrive, ſtrongly ev- 
idence their regard to the common cauſe, and that noth- 
ing on their part will be wanting to ſupport it. I hope, 
and I doubt. not, that the. affociated militia, im d 
with the expediency of the meaſure, will immediately 
carry it into execution, and-furniſh in this inſtance « p! 


_ of the continuance of that: zeal which has ſo eminently 


marked their condut. I haye direCted the commlery 
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to make the neceſſary” proviſion: for their reception, who 
will alſo ſupply the army for the flying camp with rations. 
A proper officer will be appointed to command'it. 

In purſuance of the power given me by Congreſs, and 
the advice of my generaF officers; I have wrote to-general 
Ward, and defired him-forthwith to detach.three of the 
fulleſt regiments from the Mafſachuſetts-Bay: to- join the 
northern army,—eſteeming it a matter of the greateſt im- 
portance to have a ſufficient force there to-prevent the en- 
emy paſſing the Lake and making an imprefhon 1n that 
quarter. "The gondolas'and galleys will be of great fſer- 
vice ; and I am hopeful the carpenters you have fent from 
Philadelphia, and that will go from the eaſtward on your - 
application, will be able to bmild a faffticient number in 
time to anſwer every exigency. "ha 

I have requzſted governor Cooke, if the duck. men» 
tioned in Mr, Greene's letter is | proper for tents, to have 
it made up as early as- poſſible, 'and forwarded here. . I _ 
have alſo-defired him to' ſend the flints and ſmall arms, 
as I have general Ward thoſe of the latter that were tak- 
en- out of ' the Scotch'tranſports, —our deficiency in theſe 
necefſary articles being ſtill great. _ | 

Obſerving that Congreſs have- particularly mentioned a 
bounty of ten dollars, to be -paid to men of ſome. corps 
direfted to be raiſed-in- two: or three inſtances fince their 
reſolve of the twenty-fixth of June, allowing'fauch boun- 
ty, I have been led' to doubt how ' that refolve is. to be 
conſtrued ; whether ' it: is a general regulation, and ex- 
tends to all men that will engage'for three years, —for in- 
ſtance, the ſoldiers of the preſent army, if they. will en> 
liſt for that time. If it is, and extends to them, it wilt 
be nzceflary to forward a large ſum-of money :. many per- 
haps would engape. T7, BEh: | 

alſo obſerve, by their reſolve of the. twenty-fifth' of 
June for raiſing four regiments of militia in the eaſtern 
governments to augment the troops. in the northern de- 
partment, that the aſſemblies of thoſe governments are em- 
powered to appoint paymaſters' to the faid regiments, 
This appears to me a regulation of great ufe, and I could 
Vih that it was made general, and one allowed to eve- 


iy 
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ry regiment in-the ſervice, Many advantages would re. 
faltifromiite - 51 4G mic ad; ola As ths 
The. ConneQicut militia begin to come” wi :- but from 
' every account /'the battalions, will | be very. incomplete, 
owing, they ſay, to the buſy ſeaſon of - the year. That 
government, leit any inconvenience : might reſult from 
their militia. not being here m time, ordered three regi- 
ments of their light-horſe to my aſliſtance, part of which 
have arrived. - But, not having the means to ſypport then 
(and, if it couli be done, the expenſe would be enormous) 
-I have: thanked! the gentlemen for their zeal, and the at- 
tachment they have manifelted upon this occafion, and 
informed them that: I cannot conſent to. their keeping 
their horſes, —at the fame time wiſhing them to tay 
FW AIG L am told they or part of them mean to 
do 10. . | | 
. General Mercer is, now in the Jerſeys, for the. purpoſe 
of receiving and ordering the nalttis coming for the $yinp 
camp ;. and I have fent-over our chief engineer to view 
the ground within: the 'nezghbourhood. of Amboy, and to 
Ivy ont ſome neceſſary works for the encampment, and 
fuch as may be proper at the different paſſes in Bergen- 
Neck, and other places on the Jerſey ſhore oppoſite 
Staten-Ifland, to prevent the enemy making, impreſhons 
and committing depredations on; the property of the 
mhabitants. Ms. IHE S 7 3-5 | 1 . | 
'The intelgence: we: have, from: a few deſerters: that 
have come over to us, and: fron, otkers,' is, that general arg 
Howe has between nine and ten thouſand: men, who are Wi <= 
caiefly landed on. the iſland, poſted in different parts, and Wh #nd 
ſecuring the ſeveral communications from the Jerſeys witl Jſ mar 
mall works and intrenchments, to prevent our people fron 
paying them a viſit ;—that the iſlanders have all joinet i "il 
them, ſeem well diſpoſed to favour their cauſe, and haic 
agreed to take / up arms in their behalf, "They look ior Wh *net 
admiral Howe's arrival every day with, Lis flect an WW”: 
large reinforcement ; are in high ſpirits, and talk» con# 
dently of ſacceſs, and carrying all before them when i 
comes. . I truſt, through divine favour and our own exer 
tions, they will be diſappointed in their  yiews:: and, 


all events, any adyantages they may gain will coſt them 
yer} 
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rery dear. "Tf our troops will-behave well (which IL hope 
- will be the caſe, having every thing to. contend for that 
| freemen hold dear) they will -have to wade through much 


blood and ſlaughter before they 'can carry any part of our 


works, if they carry them-at all,—and, at beſt, be in poſ- 


ſeſhon of a melancholy and mournfal victory. May the 


facredneſs of our cauſe/inſpire our ſoldiery with ſentiments 
of heroifm, and lead them/ to the performance: of ' the no- 
bleſt explots !— oo 2 | * 1 = 
' With this with, I have the honour |to be, &c. 2a 


nd 


$IR, G New-York, Fuly £1, 1776. 
1 WAS' honoured with your favour of the eighth in- 
ſtant by yeſterday -morging's polt, with: the ſeveral reſolves: 
to which you referred my. attention. I ſhall duly regard 
them, and attempt their execution'as far as I am able. 

By virtue of the diſcretionary power that Congreſs were 
pleaſed to veſt me with, and by advice of ſuch of my gen- 
eral officers as I have-had an oppartunity. of conſulting, I 
have ordered the two -remaining continental regiments in 
theMaſſachuſetts-Bay to-march immediately for the defence 
of this place, in full confidence that nothing hoſtile will be 
attempted againſt that State-in the preſent campaign. 

I have wrote to the General-Court of Mafſachuſetrs-Bay, 
ard tranſmitted a copy of the reſolve for employing the 
aſtern Indians, entreating their-good offices in this inſtance, 
and their exertions to have them forthwith: engaged and 
marched to join this-army.. Tbave defired five or {ix hun- 
dred of them to be enliſted for two or three years, if they 
vil conſent to it, —ſubje to an earlier diſcharge if it ſhall 
be thought neceſſary, —and upon the ſame terms as the con- 
mental troops, if better carinot be had,—though I am 
boveful they may. | 

In my letter of yeſterday, I mentioned the arrival of 
part of the ConneCticutilight-horſe to afliſt in the defence of 
ths place, and my' objection to their horſes being kept. 
Four or five hundred' of. them | are: now come in z and, in 
Jutice to their zeal and laudable att2chment to the cauſe of 

theit 
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their country, I am to:inform you that they have conſented 
to ſtay as long as occaſion may require, though they ſhould 
be at the expenſe of maintaining-their .horſes themſelves, 
They have paſtured them out about the .neighbourhood of 
Kingſbridge (being unwilling -to ſend them away, at the 
rate of half a dollar per week each, meaning to leave it en- 
tirely with Congreſs either .to .allow or refule it, as they 
ſhall judge proper. I promiſed'to make this repreſentation 
and thought it my duty ; and will only obſerve that the 
motives which induced them at firſt to ſet out were good 
and praiſe-worthy, and were, to afford the moſt ſpeedy and 
early ſuccour, which they apprehended would be wanted 
before the militia arrived. 'Their ſervices may be extreme- 
ly important,—being moſt of them, if not_.all, men of rep- 
utation and of property. 
'The ſubject of the incloſed copy 'of a letter from gover- 

nor "Trumbull I beg leave to ſubmit to the conſideration of 
Congreſs. They will perceive from his repreſentation the 
diiquieting apprehenſions that have ſeized .on the minds of 
the people tince the Tetreat of the northern army, and how 
expoſed the northern frontiers of New-York and New- 
Hampſhire are to the ravages and incurſions of the Indians. 
How far it may be expedient to raiſe the battalion he con- 
ceives neceſſary to prevent the :calamities and diſtreſſes he 
points-out, they will determine, upon what he has faid, and 
the neceſlity that may :appear to them for the meaſure 
what I have done, being only to Jay the matter before 
them in compliance with his wiſhes. 

: I have alſo incloſed a memorial from the ſurgeons: 
mates, ſetting forth the inadequacy of their pay to their ſer 
yices and maintenance, and praying that it may be increab 
6d. I ſhall obſerve that they have a long time complained 
in this inſtance, and that ſome additional allowance maj 
not be unneceflary. | 

As I am truly ſenſible the time of Congreſs is mud 

taken up with a variety of important matters, it is with ut 
willingneſs and pain I ever repcat'a requeſt after han} 
once made it, or take the liberty of enforcing any op1no 
of mine aſter it is once piven : but as the eſtabliſhing 
ſome office for auditing accounts is a matter of exceedIly 


importance to the public intereſt, I would beg leave - 
m0 
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more to call the attention of Congreſs to an appointment 
competent to the purpoſe. T'wo motives induce me to urge 
the matter ; firſt, a conviction of the utility of the meaſ- 
ure—ſecondly, that I may ſtand exculpated if hereafter it 
ſhould appear that money has been improperly expended, 
and neceffaries for the army obtained upon unreaſonable 
terms. 

For me, whoſe time is employed from the hour of my 
riſing till I retire to bed again, to go into an examination of 
the accounts of ſuch an army as this with any degree of 
preciſion and exanefs, withou negleCting other matters of 
equal importance, is utterly impraQticable. All that I have 
been able to do (and that, in fat, was doing nothing) was, 
when the commiſſary, and quarter-maſter, and direQor- 
general of the hoſpital (for it is to theſe the great advances 
are made) applied for warrants, —to make them at times 
produce a general account of their expenditures. But this 
anſwers no valuable purpoſe. It is the minutiz that muſt 
be gone into, —the propriety 'of each charge examined, — 
the vouchers looked into ;—and, with refp& to the com- 
miffary-general, his victualling returns and expenditures of 
provifions ſhould be compared with his purchaſes : other- 
wiſe a perſon in this department, if he was inclined to be 
knaviſh, might —__ large quantities with the public 
money, and ſell one half of it again for private emolument 
and yet his accounts upon paper would appear fair, and be 
ſupported with vouchers for every charge. 

[ do not urge this matter from a ſuſpicion of any unfair 
praftices in either of the departments before mentioned ; 
and forry ſhould I be if this conſtruftion was put upon it, 
having a high opinion of the honour and integrity of theſe 
gentlemen. But there ſhould nevertheleſs be ſome con- 
trol as well upon their diſcretion as honeſty :—to which' 
may be added, that accounts become perplexed and con- 
fuſed by long ſtanding, and the errors therein not ſo dif- 
coverable as if they underwent an early reviſion and exam- 
matron, 'I am well appriſed that a treaſury-office of ac- 
counts has been reſolved upon, and an auditor-general for 
{ttling all public accounts : but, with all deference and 

ubmiſhon to the opinion of Congreſs, theſe inſtitutions are 
not calculated to prevent the inconyeniences I have men- 

ol. I, Q tioned 
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tioned 3 nor can they be competent to the purpoſes, cir. 
cumſtanced as they are. 

- We have intelligence from a deſerter that came to us, 
that on Wedneſday morning the Aſia, Chatham, and Grey- 
hound men-of-war weighed anchor, and (it was faid) in- 
tended to paſs up the North-river above the city, to pre- 
vent the communication with the Jerſeys. "They did not 
attempt it, nor does he know what prevented them, A 
priſoner belonging to the tenth regiment, taken yeſterday, 
informs that they hourly expe&ed admiral Howe and his 
fleet. He adds that a veſflel has arrived from them, and 
the prevailing opinion is, that an attack will be made im- 
medaately on their arrival. 

By a letter from general Ward, I am informed that the 
{mall-pox has broke out at Boſton, and infe&ed ſome of 
the troops. I have wrote to him to place the invalids 
under an officer, to remain till they are well ; and to uſe 
every Ppoſhble precaution to prevent the troops from 
thence bringiry the infetion. The diſtrefſes and calam- 
ities we have already ſuffered by this diforder in one part 
of our army, I hope, will excite his utmoſt care that they 
may not be increaſed. 

I have the honour to be, &c, G. W, 


SIR, New-York, July I2, 1776, 
THE deſign of this is to inform Congrels, that, about 


half after three o'clock this evening, two of the enemy's - 


ſhips of war, one of forty and the other of twenty guns 
with three tenders, weighed anchor in the bay oppoſite 
Staten-Iſland, and, availing themſelves of a briſk and fa 
vourable breeze, with a flowing tide, raa paſt our batterics 
up the North-rjver, without receiving any certain damage 
that 1 could perceive, notwithſtanding a heavy and incel 
fant cannonade was kept up from our ſeveral batteri© 
here, as well as from that at Paulus-Hook. They, ® 
their part, rerurned and continued the fire as they ra by 
I diſpatched an expreſs to brigadier-general Mifflin, * 


our encampinent towards the . upper end of the 2 
| yl 
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but have not heard whether they have got by, or received 
any damage. | . ] 

The account tranſmitted by this morning's poſt, re- 
ſpeting the arrival of one of the fleet, ſeems to be confirm- 
ed. Several ſhips have come in to-day : among them, 
one this evening, with a Saint-George's flag art her fore- 
top-maſt-head, which we conclude to be admiral Howe, 
from the circumſtance of the flag, and the ſeveral and gen- 
eral falutes that were paid. It is probable they will all 
arrive in a day or two, and immediately begin their opera- 
t10ns. . 

As it will be extremely neceſſary that ihe flying camp 
ſhould be well provided with powder and ball, and it may 
be impraticable to ſend ſupplies from: hence on account of 
our hurry and engagements, '(befides, the- communication” 
may be uncertain} I muſt beg the attention of Congreſs 
to this matter, and requeſt that they will forward with 
all poſſible expedition ſuch a quantity of muſket-powder 
and lead, (if balls of different fizes cannot be had) as 
will be ſuffictent for the militia to compoſe that camp. 
| By an expreſs this minute arrived from general Mifflin, 
the ſhips have paſſed his works. 

[ am, in haſte, with ſentiments of great regard, &c. 

NS G. W. 
| A quarter paſt eight, P. M. 
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3JIR, Non-York, Fuly 14, 1776. 
MY laft of Friday evening, which I had the honour 

of addreſſing you, adviſed that two of the enemy's ſhips of 
War and three tenders had run above aur batteries here 
and the works at the upper end of the iſland. I am now 
to inform you, that, yeſterday forenoon, receiving intelli- 
gence from general Mifin that they bad paſſed the Tap- 
pan-dea, and were trying to proceed higher up,—by advice 
of R. R. Livingſton, efquire, and other gentlemen, 1 dif- 
patched exprefles to general Clinton of Ulſter, and the 
-0Nmittee of ſafety for Ducheſs-county, to take meaſures 
'or ſecuring the paſſes in the Highlands, leit they might 
wave deſigns of ſeizing them, and have a force concealed 
| for 
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for the purpoſe. I wrote the evening before to the com- 
manding officer of the two. garriſons there to be vigilant 
and prepared againſt any attempts they or any diſafteQed 
perſons might make againſt them, and to forward exprefl. 
es all the way to Albany, that proviſion and other veſſels 
might be ſecured and prevented falling into their hands, 
The information given general Mifflin was rather pre- 
mature, as to their having gone paſt the Sea. A letter 
from the committee of Orange-county, which came to 
hand this morning, ſays they were there yeſterday, and 
that a regiment of their militia was under arms, to prevent 
their landing and making an incurſton. The meſſenger 
who brought it, and to whom it refers. for particulars, adds 
*that 2 party of them, in two or three boats, had approach- 
ed the fhore, but were forced back by our people firing at 
them. Since the manceuvre of Friday, there have been 
no other movements in the fleet. 

General Sullivan, in a letter of the ſecond inſtant, in- 
forms me of his arrival with the army at Crown-Poant, 
where he is fortifying and throwing up works. He adds 
that he has ſecured all the ſtores except three cannon left 
at Chamblee, which in part is made up by taking a fine 
twelve-pounder out of the Lake. 'The army is fickly,— 
many with the ſmall-pox 3 and he 1s apprehenſive the 
militia, ordered to join them, will not eſcape the infeQtion. 
An officer he had ſent to reconnoitre had reported that 
he ſaw at Saint John's about a hundred and fifty tents,— 
twenty at Saint Roy's, and fifteen at Chamblee ; and works 
at the firlt were buſily carrying on. 

I have incloſed a general return of the army here, which 
will ſhew the whole of our ſtrength. All the detached 

ts are included. 

A letter from the eaſtward, by laſt night's poſt, to Mr. 
Hazard, poſt-maſter in this city, adviſes that two ſhips 
had been taken and carried into Cape-Ann,—one from 
Antigua, conſigned to general Howe, with four hundred 
and thirty-nine puncheons of rum,—the ether a Jamaic?- 
man, with four hundred hogſheads of ſugar, two hundred 
puncheons of rum, thirty-nine bales of cotton, piment, 
fuſtic, &c. &, Each mounted two guns, ſix-pounders 

About three o'clock this afternoon I was informed thit 


a flag from lord Howe was coming up, and waited v! : 
tw 
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two of our whale-boats, until direftions ſhould be given. 
L immzdiately convened ſuch of the general officers as 
were not upon other duty, who agreed in opinion that I 
ought not to receive any letter directed to me as a private 
gentleman : but if otherwiſe, and the officer defired to 
come up to deliver the letter himſelf, as was ſuggeſted, he 
ſhould come under a ſafe-condutt. Upon this, I dire&ted 
colonel Reed to go down and manage the affair under the. 

above general inſtruftion. 7 
On his return, he informed me, that, after the common 
civilities, the officer acquainted him that he had a letter 
from lord Howe to Mr. Waſhington, which he ſhewed un- 
der a ſuperſcription, * To George IVaſbington, eſquire.”? 
Colonel Reed replied there was no ſuch perſon in the ar- 
my, and that a letter intended for the general could not be 
received under ſuch a direQion. 'The -ofticer exprefled 
preat concern, —daid it was a letter rather of a civil than 
military nature, —that lard Howe regretted he had not ar- 
nved ſooner, —that he (lord Howe) had great powers. 
The anxiety to have the letter received was very evident, 
though the officer diſclaimed all knowledge of its contents. 
However, colonel Reed's inſtructions being poſitive, they 
parted. After they had got ſome diſtance, the officer 
vith the flag again put about, and aſked under what direc- 
tion Mr. Waſhington choſe to be addreſſed :—-to which 
colonel Reed anſwered, his ſtation was well known, and 
that certainly they could be at no loſs how to- direct to 
him. The officer ſaid they knew it and lamented it ; and 
2pain repeated his wiſh that the letter could be received. 
Colonel Reed told him a proper dire&tion would obviate 
ll difficulties, and that this was no new matter, —this ſul: 
|*& having been fully diſcuſſed in the courſe of the laft year ; 
& which lord Howe could not be ignorant :—upon which 

tiey parted. | 

1 would not upon any occaſion ſacrifice effentizls to punc- 
tlio ; but in this inſtance, the opinion of others concurring 
Vith try own, I deemed it a duty to my country and my- 
*PPontment, to infiſt upon that, reſpe&, which, 1n any oth-. | 
than a public view, I would willingly have waved. Nor 
v 1 doubt, but, from the ſuppoſed nature of the meſſage, : 
Q 2 s and 
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and the anxiety expreſſed, they will either repeat their flag, 
or fall upon ſome mode to communicate the import and 
[ conter.'s ] of it. 

_ I have been duly honoured with your two letters, that 
of the tenth by Mr. Anderſon, —and the eleventh, with 
its incloſures. I have direQed the quarter-maſter to pro- 
vide him with every thing he wants to carry his ſcheme in. 
to execution. It 1s an important one, and I with it fuc- 
ceis ; but am doubtful that it will be better in theory than 
practice. . 


'The paſſage of the ſhips of war and tenders up the river 
1s a' matter of great importance, and has excited much con- ' 


jeure and ſpeculation. 'To me two things have occurred, 
as leading them to this proceeding, —firſt a deſign to ſeize 


on the narrow paſſes on both ſides of the river, giving almol! | 


the only land-communication with Alban, and of conſe- 
quence with our northern army ; for which purpoſe they 
might have troops concealed on board, which they deemed 
competent of themfelves, as the defiles are narrow,—or 
that they would be joined by many diſaffefted perſons in 
that quarter. Others have added a probability of their 
having a large quantity of arms on board, to be in readi- 
neſs to put into the hands of the tories immediately on the 
arrival of the fleet, or rather at the time they intend to 
raake their attack. The ſecond is, to cut of entirely all 
intercourſe between this and Albany by water, and the up- 
per country, and to prevent ſupplies of every kind going 
and coming. 

Theſe matters are truly alarming, and of fuch importance 
that I have wrote to the provincial Congreſs of New-York, 
and recommended to their ferious confideration the adoption 
of every poſſible expedient to guard againſt the two firlt ; 
and have ſuggeſted the propriety of their employing the 
- militia, or ſome part of them, in the counties in which 
theſe defiles are, to keep the enemy from poſſeſhng them, 
till further proviſion can be made ; and to write to the {er- 
cral leading perſons on our fide in that quarter, to be atten- 
tive to all the movements of the ſhips and the diſaffeQed, in 
order to diſcover and fruſtrate whatever pernicious ſchemes 
they have 10 view. p 
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In reſpc& to the ſecond conjefture of my own, and which 
ſcems to- be generally adopted, I have the pleafure to in- 
form Congreſs, that, if their deſign is to keep the armies 
from proviſion, the commiſſary has told me upon inquiry, 


' be has forwarded ſupplies to Albany (now there, and - 


above it) ſufficient for ten thouſand men for four months; 


that he hzs a ſufficiency here for twenty thouſand men for 


three months, and an abundant quantity ſecured in differ- 
ent parts of the Jerſeys for the flying camp, befides having 
about four thouſand barrels of flour in ſome neighbouring 
part of ConneQticut, Upon this head, there is but little 
occaſion for any apprebenſions, at leaſt for a conſiderable 
time. 

Il have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


P.S. I have ſent orders to the commanding officer of 
the Pennſylvania militia to march to Amboy, as their re- 
maining at Trenton can be of no ſervice. 


SIR, | New-York, Fuly 15, 1776. 


THIS will be handed you by Mr. Griffin, who has 
alſo taken upon. him the charge and delivery of two pack- 
cts containing ſunary letters which were ſent to Amboy 
 yelterday by a flag, and forwarded to me to-day by gen- 
eral Mercer. "The letter addrefſed to governor Franklin 
came open to my hands. | 

I was this morning honoured with yours of the thir- 
teenth inſtant, with its important and neceſlary incloſures 
and, in obedience to the commands of Congreſs, have 
tranſmitted general Howe the reſolves intended for him. 


Thoſe ſor general Burgoyne 1 incloſed and ſent to gen- 


eral Schuyler, with dire&tions immediately to forward 
them to him. : 

The inhuman treatment of the whole, and murder of 
part of our people, after their ſurrender and capitulation, 
Was Certainly a flagrant violation of that faith which ought 
to be held ſacred by all civilized nations, and founded in 
the moſt ſavage barbarity. It highly deſerved the ſevereſt 


reprobation ; and I truſt the ſpirited meaſures Congreſs 


have adopted upon the occaſion will preyent the like in 
| future : 
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future : but if they ſhould not, and the claims of human- 
ity are diſregarded, juſtice and policy will require recourſe 
to: be had to the law of retaliation, however abhorrent 
and difagreeable to our natures in caſes of torture and cap- 
ital puniſhments. 


I have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


SIR, New-York, July x7, 1776. 
I WAS ths morning. honoured with yours of the 
fifteenth inſtant, with ſundry reſolves. | 

I perceive the meaſures Congreſs have taken to expe- 
dite the railing of the flying camp, and providing it with 
articles of the greate{t uſe. You will ſee by a poſtfcript 
to my letter of the fourteenth, I had wrote to the com- 
manding officer of the Pennſylvania militia, ordering them 
to be marched from Trenton to Amboy, as their remain- 
ing there could not anſwer the leaſt public good. For, 
having conſuked with ſundry gentlemen, I was informed, 
if the enemy mean to dire their views towards Pennſy]- 
vanta or penetrate the Jerſeys, their route will be from 
near Amboy, and either by way of Brunſwic or Bound- 
brook,—the lower road from South-Amboy being through 
a woody ſandy country. Beſides, they will be then able 
to throw in ſuccour here, and to receive it from hence 
in caſes of emergency. 

'The Connecticut light-ho:ſ2, mentioned 1n my letter 
of the eleventh, notwithſtanding their thea promiſe to 
continue here for the d<fence of this place, are now dif- 
charged, and about to return home,—having peremptorily 
refuſed all kind of fatigue duty, or even to' mount guard, 
claiming an ex2mption as troopers. Though their afliſt- 
ance is much needed, and might be of effential ſervice 1n 
caſe of .an attack, yet I judged it adviſable, on their ap- 
plication and claim of ſuch indulgences, to diſcharge them 3 
as granting them would ſt an example to others, and 
might produce many 1l] conſequences. 'The number of 
men included in the laſt return, by this, 1s 1:fcned about 
fire hundred, 

I laſt 
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I laſt night received a letter from general. Schuyler; 
with ſeveral incloſures, copies of which I have herewitlr 
tranſmitted. They will give Congreſs every information 
] have reſpe&ting our northern army and the ſituation of 
our affairs in that quarter ; to which I beg. leave to refer 
their attention, I cannot but expreſs my ſurpriſe at. the 
ſcarcity of provition which general Schuyler mentions, 
after what the commiſfary aſſured me, and which formed 
a part of my Ietter of the fourteenth. He ſtil] aſſures me 
of the ſame. 'This is a diſtreſſing circumſtance, as every 
article of proviſion, and every thing neceflary for that de- 
partment, can have no other now than a Jand conveyance, 
the water-communication from hence to Albany being en-: 
tirely cut off. 

Congreſs will pleaſe to conſider the incloſure, N® 6,. 
about raifing ſix companies out of the inhabitants about 


the Lakes, to prevent the incurſions of the Indians. The 


general officers, in their minutes of counci}, have deter- 
mined it a matter of much importance ;—and their atten- 
tion to the price of goods furniſhed the ſfoldiery may be 
extremely neceſſary. They have complained much upor 
this head. | 

The retreat from Crown-Point ſeems to be confidered 
in oppolite views by the general and field-offticers. "The 
former (I am fatisfied) have weighed the matter well ; 
and yet the reaſons aſſigned by the latrer againſt it appear 
ſtrong and forcible, I hope whatever is done will be for 
the-beſt, '*.:*-6 

By a letter from the committee of Orange-county, re- 
ceived this morning, the men-of-war and tenders were yeſ= 
terday at Haverſham-bay, about forty miles above this. 
A number of men in four barges from the tenders, at- 
tempted to. land, with a view (they ſuppoſe) of taking: 
fome ſheep and cattle, that had been previouſly removed. 
A {mall number of militia that were colle&ed obliged 
them to retreat, without their doing any damage with their 
cannon. They were ſounding the water up towards the 
Hiphlands ; by which it is probable they will attempt ta 
paſs with part of the fleet, if poſſible. 

Yeſterday evening a flag came from general Howe with: 
a letter addreſſed « To George Waſhingtin, efquire, Or. 
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fc. Ic.” It was not received, upon the ſame principle 
that the one from lord Howe was refuſed. 
I have the honout to be, &c. G. WV. 


SIR, WerwsYork, Fuly 19, 1776, 
I HAVE been duly honoured with your favours of 
the ſixteenth and ſeventeenth, with the ſeveral reſolves 
they contained ; to the execution of which, fo far as ſhall 
be in my power, I will pay proper attention. 
In my letter of the ſeventeenth 1 tranſmitted you a 
capy of one from general Schuyler, and: of its ſeveral in- 
cloſures. 1 confeſs the determination of the council of 
general officers -0n-the ſeventh, to retreat from Crown- 
Point, furprifed me much : and. the more I conſider it, 
the more ſtriking does the impropriety appear. The 
reaſons afligned againft it by the field-officers, in. their re- 
monſtrance, coincide greatly with my own ideas and thoſz 
of the other general officers I have had an opportunity of 
conſulting with, and ſeems. to be of conſiderable weight,— 
I may add, concluſive. I am not fo. fully acquainted 
with the geography of that country and: the ſituation of 
the different poſts, as to' pronounce: a peremptory judg- 


' ment upon the matter : but, if my ideas are right, the 


poſſeſhon of Crown-Point is effential, to give us the ſus 
periority and maſtery upon the Lake. 

That the enemy will pofſeſs it as ſoon as abandoned 
by us, there can be no- doubt.; and if they do, whatever 
galleys or force we keep on the Lake will be unqueſtiona- 
bly in their rear. How they are to be ſupported there, 
or what ſuccour can be drawn from them there, is beyond 
my comprehenſion. - Perhaps it is. only meant that they 
ſhall be employed on the communication between that and 
Ticonderoga. If this is the caſe, I fear the views of Con- 
greſs will-not be anſwered, nor the ſalutary effes be de- 
rived from them, that were intended. - | 

I have mentioned my ſurpriſe to general Schuyler, and 
would, by the advice of the general officers here, have 
dire&ed that that poſt ſhould be mainteined, had it not 
been for two cauſes, —an apprehenſion that the wy 

; Li ial 
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have been deſtroyed, and that, if the army ſhould be or- 
dered from Ticonderoga, or the poſt oppoſite to it (where 
I preſume they are) to re-poſſels it, they would have nei- 
ther one place nor another ſecure and in a defenfible ſtate: 
the other, leſt it might inereaſe the jealouſy and diverſity 
of opinions which ſeem already too prevalent in that ar- 
my, and eftablifſh a precedent for the inferior officers to 
ſet up their judgments whenever they would, in oppoſi- 
tion to thoſe of their ſuperiors, —a matter of great deli- 
cacy, and that might lead to fatal conſequences, if counte- 
nanced ;—though in the preſent inſtance I could wiſh their 
reaſoning had prevailed. 

If the army has not removed, what I have ſaid to gen- 
eral Schuyler may perhaps bring on a re-conſideration of 
the matter; and. it may not be too late to take meaſures 
for maintaining that poit. But of this I have no hope. 

In conſequence of the reſolve of Congreſs for three of 
the eaſtern regiments to reinforce the northern army, 
I wrote to general Ward, and, by advice of my gen- 
eral officers, direted them to march to Norwich, and 
there to embark for Albany z conceiving that two val- 
wable purpoſes might reſult therefrom, —frſt, that they 
would ſooner join the army, by purſuing this route, and 
be ſaved from the diſtreſs and fatigue that muſt attend 
every long march through the-country at this hot and un- 
comfortable ſeaſon ; and ſecondly, that they might give 
ſuccour here, in caſe the enemy ſhould make an attack 
about the time of their paſſing. But the enemy having 
now, with their ſhips of war and tenders, cut off the 
water-commurſication from hence to Albany, I have 
wrote this day and dire&ed them to proceed by land 
acroſs the country, If Congrels diſapprove the route, or 
wiſh to give any orders about them, you will pleaſe to 
certity me thereof, that I may take meaſures accordingly. 

Incloſed I have the honour to tranſmit you copies of a 
letter and ſundry reſolutions which I received yeſterday 
from the convention of this State. By them you will per- 
ceive they have been acting upon matters of great import- 
ance, and are exerting themſelves in the moſt vigorous 
manner to defeat the wicked deſigns of the enemy, and 
Iuch difaffeted perſons as may incline to-afliſt and facili- 
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tate - their views.. Jn compliance with their requeſt, and 
on account of the ſcarcity of money for carrying their 
ſalutary views into execution, I have agreed to lend 
them, out .of the. [mall ſtock now in hand, (not more than 
ſixty thouſand dollars) twenty thouſand dollars, in part 
of what they want ; which they promiſe ſpeedily to re. 
place. . Had there been money ſufficient for paying the 
whole of our tropps and no more, I could not have done 
it. But as at was otherwiſe, and by no means proper to 
Pay.-a part and not the whole, I could not foreſee any in- 
conveniences that would attend the loan ;—on the con- 
trary, that it might contribute in ſome degree to forward 
their ſchemes. I hope my conduct in this inſtance wil 
aot be. diſapproved. 

I incloſed governor "Trumbull a copy of their letter and 
of their ſeyeral reſolves, to-day, - by colonel Broom and 
Mr. Duer, two members of the convention, who are. go- 
ing to wait on. him ; but did-nct think myſelf at liberty 
to urge or reque{t his intereſt in forming the camp of fix 
thouſand men, . as the . levies, dire&ted by- Congrels to be 
furniſhed the third of June, for the defence of this place, 
by that government, are but little .more than one third 
come in. At the ſame: time, the propoſition I think a 
good one, if it could. be oarried. into. execution. In cale 
the .enemy {hould attempt. to effet a landing above 
Kingſbridge, and to cut-off the . communication between 
this city and the country, an army to - hang on their rear 
would: diltreis. them exceedingly. 

I have the. honour:to. be, &c. | GC.V. 

'The incloſed paper ſhould - have ' been ſent before, but 
was omitted through hurry. 


P. S. Afﬀer I had cloſed my letter I-received one 
from: general Ward, a copy of which is herewith tranſmit- 
ted. I have wrote him to forward the two regiments now 
at Boſton, by the moſt -dire&t road, to Ticonderoga # 
ſoon as they are well, with the utmoſt expedition ; and 


| conſfider-their having had the 4mall poX as a fortunate CIr- 


cumltance. When the three arrive which have marched 
tor Norwich, I ſhall. mmediately ſead one of taem 0n, 
Conyreſs ſhall judge it expedeient-;—of which you wil 
plzaie to inform me. | 

| New-T ork, 
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SJ R, Th Oe"; 4 "New-Y ork, Si 2315116. : 
TH AVE juſt t time to Ne Bic 4 he the recejpt1.of 
your favour of the nineteenth... [The intereſting intelligence 
of the ſutcelſs: of. our. arms in the ſouthern department gives. 
me the higheſt ſatisfaQtio ys [Permit ime to, join'my! joy! ta 
the. coripratulations,. of 'Congreſs. upon this eFBtr. TTo- 
niorrow. I. will: write more. fully. tiads: bat oodrftes wid ir) 
Two &olocky P, AM+—L this: moment; had a, . report ade; 
me,.that. ten, ſhips, were feen. in.the offing, ; Coming mb 

ſuppoſe, part' of admiral Howe's fleet.| -.... /, 
] haye the honour -to-be,: _ ' gt 244 ho v? GW. 
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"FOUR Ace: '* the eighteenth 1 eipeadeds: 

with which you have been pleaſed -to-honour nie; have; bon 
duly received, with: the Coven reſolves alluded- to. 1-171 1 

When the letter and declaration, from lord Howe to 
Mr. Franklin-and the other late governors, come to paar 
liſhed, I ſhould ſuppoſe the warmeſt advocates for 
ence on the- Britiſh: crown mult be ſilent, -and be: convino-; 
ed beyond all poſſibility -- of ' doubt, that all that has been! 
ſaid about- the commiſſioners: was illuſory, and calculated: 
expreſsly-1to deceive and utguard, not only, the good p&0- 
ple of our own country, but thoſe of the Engliſh nation 
that were averſe to the proceedings of the king and miniſ- 
try. Hence we ſee the cauſe why a ſpecification of their 
powers was not given-the:mayor and-city of London, on: 
ter addreſs requeſting it. | That would have been'danger- 
ous, becauſe it would then! have been manifeſt that the-line 
of condu&t they were to' purſue would be totally variant 
from that they had induſtriouſly propagated, and amuſed 
the public with. The uniting the civil and military offices 
in the ſame perſons t00, muſt be concluſive to every think- 
ing one, that there is to be. but little negociation' of the 
civil kind, 

Lhave jincloſed for' the; ſatisfuRion of Congrefs, the fab- 

aice of what paſſed between myſelf and lieutenant-colo- 
nel Patterſon, adjutant-general, at an interview had yeſter 
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day in conſequence of a requeſt from general Howe the 
FR before ;—to which 1 beg leave to refer them for par- 
ticulars. 

' Colonel Knox of the train having ofien tentioned to 
me the neceſfity ofhaving a "much more numerous body of 
artilleriſts than what there now is, in caſe the preſent con- 
teſt ſhould continue longer, —and knowing the deficiency 
in this inſtance, and their extreme uſefulneſs, —I defired 
hiny to*commit his'ideas vpon the ſubje& 40 writing, in or- 
der that I might-tfanſiit 'them to Congreſs for their"con- 
fideration. Agreeable to my requeſt he has done it/; and 
the propriety of his plan is now ſubmitted for their deciſion. 
It is certain that we have not more at this time than are 
ſufficient for the ſeveral extenſive poſts we now have,— 
including the draughts which he ſpeaks of, and which, I 
preſume (not only Fo rom what he has informed me, but from 
th&/nature of -the thing) can never be qualified to render 
the fame ſervice as if 'they were regularly « I and 
formed into a'corps for that particular-pu 

I beg leave to remind Congreſs that ſome - time ago 1 
laid before them the--propoſals of ſome perſons here for 
forming a company of light-horſe.; and the preſident's an- 
ſwer, a little time after, intimated that the plan ſeemed to 
be approved of. As thoſe who wanted to make up the 
troop are frequently preſſing me for an anſwer, I could 
with! to'be favoured with the decifion of Congrels upon 
' the ſubject. 

By a letter from general Schuyler, of the fourteenth 
inſtant, dated at Albany, he informs me, that, the day 
before, ſome deſpzrate defigns'of the tories in that quar- 
ter had been diſcovered, the particulars of which he could 
not dizulpe, being under-sn/ cath of ſecrecy ;—howerer, 
that :fuch meaſures had been taken, as to promiſe a pre- 
vention of. the intended miſchief; and that four of the 
conſpirators {among them, a ripgleader) were apprehend- 
ed about one o'clock that morning, not far from the town 
What the plot was, or who were concerned in it, 1s 4 
matter I am ignorant of as yet, 

| With my belt regards to Congreſs, I have the honour 
to. be. your: and their "molt obedient _ vant, + G. W, 
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 P. S. - Congreſs will pleaſe to obſerve what was pro- 
poſed reſpeCting, the exchange of Mr. Lovell, and fignify 
their pleaſure in your next. . The laſt week's: return is 
- alſo incloſed. | —_ Fr 32 


£ 
. 
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an da ; ; PIERS IO 
. | New-York, Fuly 22,17 76. 
CONGRESS having been' pleaſed to appoint Mr. 
Wilpert to the command of a company in the German bat- 
talion now raiſing, I have directed him: to repair to Phila- 
delphia for their orders. From my acquaintance with 
him, I am perſuaded his condu as an officer will merit 
their approbation : and, thanking them for their kind at- 
tention to my recommendation of him, I have the honour 
to be, with ſentiments of the higheſt reſpet, &c. : 
A690 $1: HE5I08 


4 - a 


SIR 


SIR, - | New-York, Fuly 23,3776. 
I WAS honoured with your favour of the twentieth 
by yeſterday's poſt, fince which, and my letter, nothing of 
moment has occurred. | | | | 
The ſhips, mentioned in my letter of the twenty-firſt to 
bave been in' the offing, got in that day, and are ſuppoſed 
to be part of the Scotch fleet, having landed ſome High- 
landers yeſterday. REAR | en 
Incloſed I have the honour to tranſmit you copies of a 
letter and ſundry reſolutions which I received laſt night 
from the convention of this State. They will inform you 
of the computed number of inhabitants and ſtock upon 
Naſſau-Ifland, and their fentiments on the impradticability 
of removing the latter ; and alſo of the meaſures they think 
neceſſary and likely to ſecure them. Zh 0G 
1 have alſo incloſed a letter from Mr. Faeſh to lord 
dtirling upon the ſubje& of a cannon-furnace for the uſe 
of the States. Congreſs will ſee his plan and propoſals, 
and determine upon them as whey ſhall judge proper. 
I am, Sir, with every ſentiment of reſpe&, &c. | 
G. W. 
New-Tortk, 
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© "SINCE 'T had the pleaſure of *vtiting you by this 
morning's poſt, I was favoured with a letter 'from -gover- 
nor 'Trumbull, a copy of which is inclofed, and to which 
I beg leave to refer you. In regard to the ſtock he men- 
tions, I wrote to him, requeſting that they might be re- 
moved from the iſlands on which they were, as I conceiy- 
ed it of great importance to diſtreſs the enemy as'much as 
poſſible in the'article of freſh proviſion. I wiſh the other 
' governments may' follow his example, and have -it re- 
"moved from the iſlands belonging to them reſpeQively, 
**-When the thips of war and tenders went up the river, it 
was thought expedient that application ſhould be made for 
the ConneRicut row-galleys and thoſe belonging to Rhode- 
Ifland, in order to attempt fomething for their deftru&tion, 
As ſoon as they arrive we ſhall try to employ them in 
ſome uſeful way,—hut in what, or how ſucceſsfully, I can- 
not at preſent determine. + 
_ Congreſs will pleaſe to obſerve what Mr. Trumbull fays 
reſpe&ing the continental regiment raiſing under colonel 
Ward. lf they incline to give any orders about their del- 
ination, you will pleaſe to communicate them by the ear- 
lieſt opportunity, as their march wikl be ſuſpended till they 
are known. | | 
_ The orders Mr. Trumbull has given to the officers of 
their cruiſers, to ſtop proviſion-veſſels, feem-to'be neceſlary. 
We have too much reaſon to believe that ſome have gone 
voluntarily to the enemy, and that there are many perſons 
who would continue to furniſh them with large ſupphes : 
and, however upright the intentions of others may be, !t 
will be a matter of the utmoſt difficulty, if not an impoſt- 
bility, for any to cſcape falling into their hands now, 3s 
every part of the coaſt (it is probable) will {warm with 
their ſhips of war and tenders. 1 had propoſed writing t9 
the convention of this State upon the ſubjeR 'before 1 re- 
ceived his letter ; and am now more perſuaded of the ne- 
cefſity of their taking ſome ſteps to prevent further, expor- 
rations down the Sound. In my next I ſhall inform them 
ot the intelligence received from Mr. 'Trumbull, and rec 
ammend the matter to their attention, | 
F have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 
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P. S. It appears abſolutely neceffary that the expor- 
tation of proviſion ſhould be ſtopped. Our army is large, 
and otherwiſe may want. Nor can individuals be injured, 
as they have a ready-money market for every thing they 
have to diſpoſe of in that way. 


_- 


; New-York, Fuly 25,1776. 
DISAGREEABLE as it is to me and unpleaſing 
as it may be to Congreſs to multiply officers, I find myſelf 
under the unayoidable neceſſity of afking an increaſe of my 
aides-de-camp. 'The augmentation of my command,— 
the increaſe of my correſpondence,—the orders to give,— 
the inſtructions to draw,—cut out more buſineſs than TI 
am able to execute in time with propriety. The buſineſs 
of ſo many different departments centring with me, and by 
me to be handed on to Congreſs for their information, — 
added to the intercourſe I am obliged to keep vp with the 
adjacent States,—and incidental nds, al of which 
require confidential and not hack writers to execute, — 
renders it impoſſible, in the preſent ſtate of things, for my 

family to diſcharge the ſeveral duties expeRed of me, with 
that preciſion and diſpatch that I could wiſh. What will 
it be then, when we come into a more active ſcene, and” I 

am called upon from twenty different places perhaps at 
the ſame inſtant ? | Hants 

| Congreſs will do me the juſtice to believe (I hope) that 

It15 not my inclination or wiſh to run the continent to any 
unneceſſary expenſe ; and thoſe who better know me will 

not ſuſpeR that ſhew and parade can have any influence 
on my mind in this mſtance. ' A convittion of the neceſ(- 
hty of it, for the regular diſcharge of the truſt repoſed in 

me, is the governing motive for the application';z and, as 
ſuch, is ſubmitted to Congreſs by, Sir, your moſt obe- 

dient, &c. ig 05 0002 907" 122 CIO OE 


SIR 


$IR, New-York, Fuly 2.7, 3796- 

I WAS yeſterday morning honoured with your fa- 

rour of the twenty-fourth inſtant with its ſeyeral iocloſures, 
0 which I ſhall pay the ſtricteſt attention; '* 0 
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The confrdence Congreſs are pleaſed to repoſe in my 
judgment demands my ww | acknowledgments, and 
they may reſt aſſured it ſhall be invariably employed, fo 
far as ſhall be in my power, to promote their views and 
the public weal. * * * Ty 

Since my laſt, nothing material has occurred. Yeſter- 
day evening report was made that eight ſhips'were ſeen in 
the offing, itanding towards the Hook. The men-of-war 
and tenders are ſtill up the river. They have never attempt- 
ed to paſs the Highland fortifications ; and, a day or two 
ago, quitted their ſtation, and fell down the river eight or 
ten miles. 'The vigilance and ativity of the militia oppo- 
fite where they were have prevented their landing and do- 
mg much injury. One poor peaſant's cot they plundered 
and then burnt. 

I would wiſh to know whether the allowance given to 
officers, the ſeventeenth of January, of a dollar and one-_ 
third for every man they enliſt, Congreſs mean to extend 
to the officers who enliſt for the new army for three years. 
At firſt it may appear wrong, or rather exorbitant, ſuppol- 
ing that many will be recruited out of the regiments now 
in ſervice, and under them : but+ the allowance will be of 
great uſe, as it will intereſt the officers, and call forth their 
exertions, which otherwiſe would be faint and languid. In- 
deed I am fearful, from the. inquiries I have made, that 
their utmoſt exertions will be attended with but little ſucceſs, 
I; is objected that the bounty of ten dollars is too low ; 
and argued,—* it the States, furniſhing men for five or bx 
months, allow coaſiderably more, why ſhould that be ac+ 
cepted when the term of enliſtment is to be for three years.” 
I heartily wiſh a bounty in land had-been or could be gir- 
en, as was propoſed fome time ago. I think it would be 
attended with. fatutary conſequences. | / 

_ Is con{equence of my application to,governor Trumbull, 
he hasJent me two row-galleys; and I expe another from 
him. None from governor Cooke are yet come ; 10! 
have I heard from him on the Tubje&. One is complete 
here. -The fire-ſhips'are going on under Mr. Anderſon's 
direQion, but rather flowly ; and I am preparing ſome ob- 
ſtructions for the channel nearly oppoſite the works at ths 
upper end of this iſland, Whea al] things are ready, Lo 
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tend to try, if it ſhall ſeem praQticable, to deſtroy the ſhips 


and renders above, and to employ the galleys, if they can. 


be of advantage. | 

The mihtia for the flying camp come in but ſlowly. By 
a return from .general Mercer yeſterday, they are but little 
more than three thouſand. If they were in, or can be there 
ſhortly, and the ſituation of the enemy remains the flame, I 


would make ſome efforts to annoy them, keeping our poſts. 


here wcll guarded, and not putting too much to the hazard, 
or in any manner to the riſk, 


I have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


\ 
» 


SIR, New-York, Fuly 29, 1776. 
YOUR favour of the twenty-fourth I received on 
Saturday evening, and, agreeable to your requeſt, ſhall ex- 
punge the preamble to the reſolution ſubjeing the proper- 
ty of ſubjects to the Britiſh crown 'to forfeiture and con- 
fiſcation. | 
Our ſtock 'of muſket-powder 1s entirely made up in car- 
tridges. TI therefore requeſt that Congreſs will order four 
or five tons more of that fort to be immediately forwarded ; 
it being not only neceſſary that we ſhou}d have more for 
that purpoſe, but alfo ſome ſtock to remain in barrels. 

Yetterday evening Hatchinſon's and Sergeant's regte 
ments from Boſton arrived ; alfo two row-galleys from 
Rhode-[fland. I am fearful the troops have not got en- 
tirely clear of the ſmall-pox. I ſhall ufe every poſſible 
precaution to prevent the infeCtion ſpreading '; and, for that 
purpoſe, have ordered them to an encampment feparate and 
detached from the reſt. | 

By Saturday's report from Long-Iſland camp, five ſhips, 
a brip, and five ſchooners, had got into the Hook ; by yeſ- 
[erday's, two ſhips more, and a ſloop, were ſtanding in. 

Vhat they are, 1 have not been able to learn. 

[ have tranſmitted a general return herewith, by which 
Congreſs will perceive the whole of our force #t the time 
it was made; | 

[ have incloſed you an account of ſundry prizes,-which 
Wis tranſmitted to ſeveral gentlemen here by Saturday's 


poſt, 
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pn The two laſt prizes 1 did not ſee mentioned in the 
etters ſhewn me3 and I fear the report of the ſecond pro- 
vition-veſſel is premature. TI was alſo this minute informed 
that captain Biddle had taken a ſhip with ſugars for Brit. 
ain, and, in bringing her in, unfortunately loſt her on 


Fiſher's-Iſland. 
I have the honour ta'be, &c.  G.W. 
SIR, | New-York, Fuly 30, 1716. 


I WAS this morning honoured with your two favours 
of yeſterday's date ; and, agreeable to your gy. have 
given Mr. Palfrey liberty to negociate your claim with 
Mr. Brimer, and wiſh it may be ſatisfied agreeably to you, 

I laſt night received a letter from general Schuyler, a 
copy of which I do myſelf the honour to tranſmit you. 
You will thereby perceive his reaſons for leaving Crown- 
Point, and preferring the poſt the council of officers deter- 


acquainted with thofe ſeveral poſts and the country about 
them, and therefore cannot determine on the validity of 
his obſervations, or think myſelf at liberty to. give any di- 
reCtion 1n the matter. - 

Congreſs will pleaſe to obſerve what he ſays of their dil- 
treſs for money. From hence he can have no relief, there 
being only about three or four thouſand dollars in the pay- 
maſter's hands, according to his return this morning, —and 
all but two months pay due to the army, beſides many other 
demands. I could wiſh that proper ſupplies of money 
could be always kept :—the want may occaſion conſe- 
quences of an alarming nature. 

By a letter from him, of a prior date to the copy incloſ- 
ed, he tells me that a Mr. Ryckman, who has juſt returned 


Indians who were at Philadelphia have gone home wit 
very favourable ideas of our ſtrength and reſources. This 
he heard in many of their villages :—a lucky circumſtance 
if it will either gain their friendſhip or ſecure their neu- 
trality. _ : Y 


mined to take oppoſite to 'Ticonderoga. I am totally un- 


g 


through the country of the Six Nations, reports that the 
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In my letter of the [twenty-feventh I informed Congreſs 
of my views-and wiſhes to.attempt 1omething-againſt the 
troops on Staten-Iſtand. I am now to acquaint them, 
that,' by the advioe of general Mercer and other officers at 
Amboy, it will be 'ympracticable to do any thing upon a 
large ſcale, for want. of craft, and as'the enemy have the 
entire command of the water all :round the ifland. I 
have deſired general Mercer 'to have nine-'or ten flat-bot- 
tomed boats built at Newark-bay and Ehzabeth-Town, 
with a deſign principally to keep up the communication 
acroſs Hackinlac and Paffai: rivers, which I deem.a matter 
of preat importance, and extremely necetlary-.to.be attend- 
ed to. 

Since T wrote you yeſterday, eleven thips more, four 
brigs, and 'two ſloops,' have come into-the Hook.. I have 
not yet Teceived intelligence what any of the late arrivals. 
are : but I ſuppoſe we ſhall not long remain'in a ſtate of 
uncertainty. | CANOE 8-+ Fr 

Having reaſon to believe that lord Howe will readily 
come into an exchange of ſych'priſoners as may be more 
immediately under his command, and that-ſomething will 
be offered on- this ſubje& within '#-day or two, or rather 
come in anſwer to the propoſitions I have made general 
Howe, 1 ſhould be glad to have Congrels's interpretation: 
of the reſolve of the twenty-ſecond inftant, empowering 
the commanders to exchange, &c. whether by the word 
* ſailor,” they mean ſailors generally, as well thoſe taken in 
the veſſels of private adventurers by the enemy, as thoſe be- 
longing to the continental cruiſers, or veſſels in the con- 
tinent's employ ; or whether they only deſign to extend. 
- exchange tothe Jatter,—thoſe in their particular em- 
pOY. 

I would alſo obſerve that, heretofore, ſailors belonging 
to merchant ſhips that have fallen into our hands, and thoſe 
employed merely as tranſports, have not generally been- 
conſidered as priſoners. I ſubmit it to Congreſs whether 
it may not be now neceflary to paſs a reſolve declaring 
their ſentiments on this ſubje&, and, in general, who are 
to be treated as priſoners of war, that are taken on board: 
reels belonging to the ſubjeRs of the Britiſr crown, &c. 

Lhe 
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The reſult of their opinion upon the firſt queſtion: propel. 
ed, you will be adj on to tranſmit me by the earlieſt oy. 
portunity.. ; 4 By : T6 $03 $470 7 £200 OITCN 

I have incloſed, for the confideration'of Congreſs, z 
memorial and petition by captain Holdridge; praying to be 
relieved againſt the loſs of money ſtolen from him,—ng 
conceiving myſelf. authoriſed to grant his requeſt. The 
certificate which attends it proves him a man of charaQer; 
and his caſe is hard, ot his: ſtate of it, Whether maki 
the loſs good may not open' a+door to others, and ſry 


to applications not ſo juſt as his may be, I cafinot deter. 


| mine. 'That ſeems to be the only objection: to relieving 
him. 
I am informed by general Putnam that there are fone 
of the Stockbridge Indians here (I have not ſeen then 
myſelf} who expreſs great uneafineſs at their not being 
employed: by us, and have come' to inquire into the caule, 
I am fſenfible Congreſs had them not in+ contemplation 
when they reſolved that Indians might be engaged in ou 
ſervice. However, as they ſeem ſo anxious, —as thy 
were led to-expett it, from what general Schuyler and the 
other commiſhoners did,—as we are under difficulties i 
getting men, and there may be danger of their (or ſome 
them) taking an unfavourable part, —I beg leave to fb 
mit it as: my opinion, under all theſe: circumſtances, thit 


they had better be employed. | 
I have the honour to be,. &c- G. Vi. 
SIR, New-York, Auguft 2, 1716. 


YOUR favour of the thirtieth ultimo, with its ſe 
_ incloſures, I was honoured with by Wedneſday" 


Congreſs having been pleaſed to leave with me tht 
dire&tion of colonel Ward's regiment, I have wrote t0 
governor "Trumbull, and requeſted him to order thei 
march to this place, being fully ſatisfied that the enem} 
mean to make their grand puſh in this quarter, and thi 
the good of the ſervice requires every aid here that & 


F 


be obtained. I have alſo wrote to colonel Elmore, 2d 
directed 
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direfted him to repair (hither with his regiment. When 
it comes, I ſhall fill up commiſhons for ſuch officers as ap- 

ar with their reſpe&ive companies. O00 + 

Colonel Holman, with-a'regiment from the Maffachu- 
| ſetts State, is arrived. Colonel Cary from.thence is alſo 
here, waiting the arrival of his regiment which he hourl 
expedts. He adds, when. he left New-London he heard 
that the third: regimentfrom the Maſſachuſetts was almoſt 
ready, and would ſoon be in motion, © 

The enemy's force 1s daily augmenting .and becoming 
ſtronger by new arrivals, |: Yeſterday, general Greene re- 
ports that about forty ſail, including tenders, came into 
the Hogk. What they are, or what thoſe have brought 
that -have lately got in, I remain uninformed. How- 
ever, I think it probable they are part of lord Howe's 
fleet, with the Heſhan troops :—it is time to look for 
them. | | | gp | 
I have the honour to be, &c. - G. W. 


P.S. Iam extremely ſorry to inform Congreſs our 
troops ar2 very fickly. | 


SIR, New-York, Auguſt 5, 1170. 
I' WAS honoured with your favour of the thirty- 
firſt ultimo on Friday, with its ſeveral incloſures ; and 
teturn you my thanks for the agreeable intelligence you 
were pleaſed to communicate, of the arrival of one of our 
ſhips with ſuch valuable articles as arms and ammunition ; 
allo of the capture made by a privateer. 
" The mode for the exchange of priſoners, reſolved on 
ty Congreſs, is acceded to 'by general Howe, fo far as it 
comes within his command. A copy of my letter and 
tus anſwer upon this ſubje& T have the honour to incloſe 
you ; to which I beg leave to refer Congreſs. 

The incloſed copy of a letter from colonel Tupper, who 
14d the general command of the galleys here, will inform 
Congreſs of the engagement between them and the ſhips 
of war up the North-river on Saturday evening, and of 
the damage we ſuſtained. What injury was done to the 
ſhips, I cannot aſcertain. It is ſaid they were hulled ane 
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erattimcs by our'thot. AY accounts .agree. that! durof- 
feers and -men,..daring the.. whole of: the affair, behaved 
with great ſpirit and . bravery. The-dhmage done. the 


galleys Thews beyond queſtian' that they. had/a warm time 


of it. The ſhips ſti} remain up/the ' river; and, before 
any thing further” can be attempted againft them (ſhould 
it be thought adviſeable). the galleys mult be repaired; 


' I-have+alſo:'trariſmitted 'Congrefs:a: copy: of: a letter | 
received by Saturday's poſt from governor. .Cooke, to: 


which Þ refer' them:for "the intelligenceit containse [The 
ſeizure of our veſſels bythe Portugueſe is; I-fear, an event 
too truec » Their Uependence © upon! the: Britifh crown. for 
ail againſt the Spaniards muſt force them to comply with 
everything  requiredi of them. Lwiſh the Morris -may 
get ſafe in- with het! cargo. As to the ſhips:captain Budh- 
lin ſaw on\the”' twenty-fifth vltimo,: they 'are probably, ar- 
rived ; for yeſterday twenty-five fail came into the Hook, 

By a letter from general Ward, of: the twenty-ninth 

ultimo, he informs me that- two .of our. armed veſlels, the 
day before, had brought into Marblehead a ſhip. bound 
from Halifax to Staten-Ifland. She had in about biteen 
hundred. and nine pounds? worth of Britiſh goods, beſides 
a good many belonging to tories. A Halifax paper, 
found on board her, | I have incloſed, as alſo an account 
ſens me by. Mr., Hazard, tranſmitted. him by ſome of hs 
friends, as given: by. the: tories. taken in: her. Their intel 
Iigence, 1 dare fay; is. true reſpecting: the. arrival of pait 
of the Heſſian troops. General Ward in his letter men- 
tions, that, the day this prize was taken, ..captain Burke, 
in another of our armed veſſels, had an engagement witi 
a-ſhip and. a-ſchooner which he thought were tranſports 
and would have taken. them, had it not been for an un- 
Incky- accident in having his quarter-deck. blown up. 
Two of his men were killed, and ſeveral more wee 
wounded. Rs Ye, 

'Ths hulks and chevaux-de-friſe, that have been pre- 
paring to obſtru&t the channel, have got up to the place 
my are intended for, and will be furk as ſoon as poſ- 
101C, | 

- I have tranimitted Congreſs A peneral return. of te a” 
my 1n and about tns;plhace on the third, inſtant, by which 
they will perceive tbe amount of our force. 


Befor: 
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Before I conclude, I would beg leave to remind Con- 
greſs of the neceſſity there is of having ſome major-gener- 
als appointed for this army, the duties of which are great, 
extcnſive,and impoſſible to be diſcharged as they ought to be 
and the good of the ſervice requires, without a competent 
number of officers of this rank. I mean to write more 
fully upon the ſubje& : and, as things are drawing faſt to 
an- iſſue, and it is neceflary to make every proper diſ- 
poſition and arrangement that we poſſibly can, I pray that 
this matter may be taken into conſideration, and claim 
their early - attention. I well know what has prevented 
appointments of this ſort for ſome time paſt : but the fit- 
uation of . our affairs will not juſtify longer delays in this 
inſtance. By the firſt opportunity, I ſhall rake the liber- 
ty of giving you my ſentiments more at large upon the 
propriety and neceſhty of the meaſure. va 

] have the honour to.be, &c. G. W. 


SIR, New-York, Auyguft 17,1776. 

IN my letter-of the fifth which I had the honour of 
. 4Idreſling you, ' I begged Heave to recal the attention of 
| Congreſs to the abſolute neceſſity there is for appointing 
more general officers, —promiſing at the ſame time, by the 
krſt opportunity, to give my ſentiments more at large upon 
the ſubje&t. | 

Confident I am that the poſtponing this meaſure has not 
proceeded from motives of frugality : otherwiſe I ſhould 
take the liberty of attempting to prove that we put too 
much to the hazard by ſuch a ſaving. I am but too well 
apprifed of the difficulties that-occur in the choice. They 
ire, I acknowledge, oreat z/ but 2t the ſame time it mult be 
allowed they are of ſuch a nature as to preſent themſelyes 
whenever the ſubje& is thought of. Time on the' one hand 

ves not remove them ; on the other, delay may be pro- 
Cudtive of fatal conſequences. 

This army, though far ſhort as yet of the numbers in- 
tended by Congreſs, is by much too unwieldy for the com- 
mand of any one man, without ſeveral major-generals to 
aſſiſt, For it is to, be obſeryed that a brigadier-general at 
Vor, k. (>) the 


206 GENERAL WASHING TON:'s | 


the head of his brigade is no more than a colonel at the 
head of a regiment, except that he as upon a larger ſcale, 
Officers of more general command are at all times avanted 
for the good order and government of an army, efpecially 
| when the army is compoſed. chiefly of raw troops : but in 
an ation they are indiſpenſably neceſſary, At preſent 
there 1s but one major-general for- this whole department 
and the flying camp ; whereas, at this place alone, lefs 
than three cannot diſcharge the duties with that regularity 
they ought to be. TFT Ga 

If theſe major-generals are appointed, as undoubtedly 

they will be, out of the preſent brigadiers, you will want for 
this place three brigadiers at leaſt. 'The northern depart. - 
ment will require one, if not- two. (as general "Thompſon is 
a priſoner, and the baron Woedtke reported to be dead or 
in a ſtate not much better) there being at preſent only 
one brigadier-general (Arnold) in all that department, 
For the eaſtern governments there ought to be one, or a 
major-general, to ſuperintend the regiments there, and to 
prevent impoſitions that might otherwiſe be praiſed. 
Theſe make the number wanted to be fix or ſeven : and 
who are to be appointed, Congreſs can beſt judge. 

To make brigadiers of the oldeſt colonels would be the 
leaſt exceptionable way : but it is much to be queſtioned 
whether by that mode the ableſt men would be appointed 
to office. And I would obſerve, though the rank of the 
colonels of the ea{tera governments was ſettled at Cam- 
bridge laſt year, it only refpe&ted themſelves and is ſtill 
open as to officers of other governments. 'To pick a col- | 
one] here and a colonel there through the army according 
to the opinion entertained of their abilities, would no doubt 
be the means of making a better choice, and nominating 
the fitteſt perſons : but then the' ſenior officers would: get 
diſguſted, and, more than probable, with their connexions, 
quit the ſervice. "That might prove fatal at this time. 
To appoint gentlemen as brigadiers, that had not ſerved 
in this army (in this- part of it at leaſt) would not wound 
any one in particular, but hurt the whole equally, and mul! 
be conſidered in a very diſcouraging light by every officer cf 
merit. View the matter therefore 10 any point of light 
you will, there are inconyeniences on the one hand, and 


difficulties 
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difficulties on the other, which ought to be avoided. 
Would they be remedied by appointing the oldeſt colonels 
from each State ?—If this mode ſhvuld be thought ex- 
pedient, the incloſed liſt gives the names of the colonels, 
from New-Hampſhire to Peanſylvania incluſive, ſpeci- 
fying thoſe who rank firit, as'I am told, in the ſeveral 
colony liſts. | | 
T have tranſmitted .a- copy of a letter from Mr. John 
Glover, ſetting forth the nature and grounds of a diſpute 
between him' and a Mr. Bradford reſpecting their agency. 
| Not conceiving myſelf authoriſed, nor having the ſmalleſt 
inclination to interefere in any degree in the matter, it 1s | 
referred to Congreſs, who will determine and give direc- 
tion upon it in ſuch manner as they ſhall judge beſt. 1 
will only obſerve that Mr. Giover was recommended to 
me as a proper perſon for an agent when we fir{t fitted out 
armed veſſels, and was accordingly appointed one and, 
'b He? as I know, diſcharged his offic? with fidelity and 
induſtry. | | 

I received yeſterday evening a letter from genzral 
Schuyler, containing lieutenant M*Michael's report, who 
had been ſent a ſcout to Oſwego. A copy of the report 
[ have incloſed for the information of Congrels, leſt gen- 
eral Schuyler ſhould have omitted it in his letter- which 
accompanies this. He was at the German-Flats when he 
wrote, which was the ſecond inſtant, and the treaty with 
the Indians not begun ; nor had the whole expeRed then 
arrived, Dut of theſe things he will have adviſed you 
more fully, I make no doubt. 

The pay-maſter informs me he received a ſupply of mon- 
ey yelterday. It came very ſeaſonably : for the applica- 
tions and clamours of the troops had become inceſſant and 
diſtreſſing beyond meaſure. There is now two months? 
pay due to them. ' | 


I have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


$IR, | 
SINCE cloſing the letter which I had the honour 
0 write you this morning, two deferters have come in, 
| NT who 
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who left the Solebay man-of-war laſt evening. One of 

them: 1s a native of New-York. 'Fheir account is that 

they were in the engagement with colonel Moultrie at 
Sullivan's 1Jand on the ninth of July—(the particulars they 

give nearly correſpond with the narratives fent by general 
Lee)—that they left Carolina three weeks ago as a con- 

roy to forty-five tranſports having. on board general Clin- 

ton, lord Cornwallis, and the whole: fouthern army con- 

lifting of about thre? thouſand men, all of whom were 

landed lait weck on Staten-Ifland in tolerable health ,— 

that on Sunday, thirteen tranſports, part of lord Howe's 

fleet, and having on board Heſſians and Highlanders, 
| came to Staten-Ifland ;—that the remainder of the fleet, 
| which was reported to have, in the whole, twelve thou- 
| fand men, had parted with thefe troops off the banks of 
| Newfoundland, and were expected to come in every mo- 
4 ment ;—that they were getting their heavy carriages and 
| cannon on board, had Jaunched eight gondolas with flat 

| bottoms, and two rafts or ſtages to carry cannon. 

| Theſe men underſtand that the attack will ſoon be 

| made, if the other troops arrive ;—that they give out they 

| will lay the Jerſeys waite with fire and ſword ;—that the 

| . computed ſtrength: of their army will be thirty thouſand 
men. They further add, that, when they left Carolina, one 
tranſport got on ſhore, ſo that they were not able to give 
her relief ; upon which, the. ſurrendered, with five com- 
panies of Highlanders, to general Lee, who, after taking 
every thing valuable out of her, burnt her ;—that the ad- 
mural turned general Clinton out of his ſhip after the en- 
g2gement, with a great deal of abuſe ;—great differences 
between the priacipal naval and military | rage _ 
that the ſhips, left in Carolina, are now in fuch a weakly 

diſtrefled condition, they would fall an eaſy prey. 

I am, Sir, with great reſpect, &c. G. W. 


Had- Puarterr, New-Tork, Aug. 7,776, one o'clock, P, M. 
The ſhips are changing their poſition, and the men-of- 
war forminz into a line ; but I (till think they will watt 
the arrival of the remaining Heſhans before any gene 
attack will b2 made. Monday's retura will ſhew of 
| ftrength here. 


New- Yaort , 
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SIR, ? NewsYork, Auguſt 3, 1776. 

BY yeſterday morning's poſt, I was honoured with 
your favour of the ſecond inſtant, with ſundry reſolutions 
of Congreſs, to which I ſhall pay (tri& attention. 

As the propoſition for employing the Stockbridge In- 
dians has been approved, I have wrote to Mr. Edwards, 
one of the commiſſioners, and who lives among them, re- 
queſting him to engage them, or, ſuch as are willing, to 
enter the ſervice. I have direQed him to indulge them 
vith liberty to join this or the northern army, or both, as 
their inclination may lead. | 

I wiſh the falutary conſequences may reſult from the 
regulation reſpeCting ſeamen taken, that Congreſs have in 
view. From the nature of this kind of people, and the 
privileges granted on their entering into our ſervice, I 
ſhould ſuppoſe many of them will do it. We want them 
much. 

[ yeſterday tranſmitted the intelligence I received from 
the deſerters from the Solebay man-of-war. The inclof- 
ed copy of a letter by laſt night's poſit, from the honoura- 
ble Mr. Bowdoin, with the information of a captain Ren- 
nedy lately taken, corroborate their accounts reſpecting 
the Heſhan troops. ' Indeed his report makes the fleet 
and armament, to be employed againſt us, greater than 
what we have heard they would be. However, there re- 
mains no doubt of their being both large and formidable, 
and ſuch as will require our moſt yigorous exertions to 
oppoſe them. Perſuaded of this, and knowing how much 
inferior our numbers are and will be to theirs when the 
whole of their troops arrive,—of the important conſe- 
quences that may and will flow from the appeal that will 
ſoon be made,—l1 bave wrote to Conneticut and New- 
Jerley, for all the ſuccour they can afford, and alſo to the 
convention of this State.» What I may receive, and in 
what time, the event muſt determine. But I would fain 
hope, the ſituation and the exigency of our affairs will 
call forth the molt ſtrenuous efforts and early -aſfiſtance 
of thoſe who are friends to the cauſe. I confeſs there is 
but too much occaſion for their exertions. I confidently 
truſt they will not be withheld. 

0.2: I have 
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I have incloſed a copy of a letter from Mr. Bowdoin 
reſpe&ing the eaſtern Indians. Congreſs will thereby 
perceive that they profeſs themſelves to be well attached 
to our intereſt, —and the ſummary of the meaſures taken 
to engage them in our ſervice. I have the treaty at large 
between the honourable council of the Maſſachuſetts, on 
behalf of the United States, with the delegates of the 
Saint John's and: Mickmac tribes. "The probability of 
a copy's being ſent already, and its great length, prevent 
one coming herewith. If Congreſs have not had it for: 
warded to them, I will fend' a copy by the firſt opportuni- 
ty after notice that it has not been received. ; 

Augaft 9.—By a report received fron general Greene 
Hſt night, at ſunſet and a little after, about a hundred 
boats were ſ{2en bringing troops from Staten-Iſland to the 


ſhips, three of which had fallen down towards the narrows, 


having taken in foldiers from- thirty of the boats. He 
adds, that, by the belt obſervations of ſeveral officers, there 
appeared to be a general embarkation. | : 

F have wrote to general Mercer for two thouſand men 
from the flying camp. Colonel Smallwood's battalion, as 
part of them, I exp2& this forenoon + but where the reſt 
are to come from, I know not,. as, by the general's laſt re- 
turn, not more than three or four hundred of the. new 
levies had got-in. | 

In my letter of the ffth I incloſed a general retura of 
the army under my immediate command ; but I imagine 
the following ttate will give Congreſs a more perfect idea, 
though not a more agreeable one, of our ſituation. For 
the ſ2vera] poſts: on New-York, Long and Governor's 
iſlands, and: Paulys-Hook, we have, fit for duty, ten thou- 
ſand five hundred and fourteen, —ſick preſent, three thow 
fand and thirty-nine,—ſick abſent, ſix hundred- and twen- 
ty-nine,—on: command; two thouſand nine hundred an( 
forty-fix,—on furlough, ninety-ſeven,—total, ſeventeen 
thouſand two- hundred and twenty-five. In addition to 
theſe, we are only certain of colonel Small wood's battalion 
in caſe of an immediate attack. Our poſts too are much | 
divided, having waters between tnany of them, and ſome 
diſtaat from others fifteen miles. "Theſe circumſtances, 
cthciently diltreſiog of themſelyes, are- much aggravate! 

yl 
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by the f:kneſs that prevails through the army. Every 
diy more or 1-5 are takea down ; fo that the proportion 
of m2n that may come in cannot be conſidered as a real 
and (:rviceable augmentation on the whole. 

Theſe things ar2 m2Jancholy ; but they are neverthe- 
fs tru2. I hoye for better. Under every diſadvaatage, 
my utm2't exertions ſhall be employed to bring about the 
great end we have in view: and, ſo far as I can- judg? 
from the profei>ns and apparent diſpoſition of my troops, 
I ſhall have their ſupport. The ſuperiority of the enemy 
an1 the expeRte4 attack do not ſeem to have depreſſed 
their ſpirits. Theſe conſiJ:rations lead me to thing; * 
that, though th2 appeal may not terminate fo happily in 
our favour as I could wiſh, yet they will not ſucceed in 
their viewz without conſiderable lols. Any advantage 
they may g2t, I truſt, will coſt them dear. 

E'ght o'clock, A. M:. 

By the reverend' Mr. Midiſon-and a' Mr. Johnſon, two: 
gentlemen of Virginia, who came from Staten-Iſland yel- 
tzrday, where they: arrived the day before 1n the packet” 
wit colonel Guy Johnſon, I am-informed that nothing 
material h1d taken place in England when they left it ;— 
that there had bzen'a change in: the: French miniſtry, 
which, mity people thought, foreboded a war ;—that it 
ſ:zzmed to be belived by many that Congreſs would attempt 
to buy off the foreign troops, and that it might be effected 
withour great difficulty. Their accounts from- Staten- 
iand nearly correſpond with what we had: before : they 
fay that every preparation is. making for an attack ;—that 
the force now upon the iſland'is about fifteen thouſand ;-— 
that they appear very-impatient for the arrival of the for- 
elgn troops, but a very ſmall part having got in. Wheth- 
er they would attempt any: thing before they come, they 
are uncertain : but they are ſure they will as ſoon as they 
arrive, if not before. 'They ſay, from what they could 
colle&t from the converſation of officers, &c. they mean to 
nem us in by getting above us and-cutting-off all commu- 
nication with the country: 

Chat this is their plan, ſeems to be corroborated and 
contrmed by the circumſtance of ſome ſhips of war going 
vat at Uit-yent tires within-a few days paſt, and other 
yellele,. 
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veſſels. It is probable that a part are to go round and 
come up the Sound. 

Mr. Madiſon fays lord Howe's powers were not 
known when he left England ;—that general Conwa 
moved, before his departure, that they might be laid be- 
fore the commons ; and had his motion reje&ed by a 
large majority. - 

I have the honour to be, &c. G. W, 


SIR, | New-York, Auguft 12, 1716. 


I HAVE been duly honoured with your favours of 
the eighth and tenth inſtant, with their ſeyeral incloſures, 
I ſhall pay attention to the reſolution reſpe&ing lieutenant 
Joſiah, and attempt to relieve him from. his rigorous uſage. 
Your fetters to ſuch of the gentlemen as were here have 
been delivered. The reſt will be ſent by the firſt op- 
portunity. | WM 

Since my laſt, of the eighth and ninth, the enemy have 
made no movements of conſequence. They remain 
nearly in the ſame ſtate ; nor have we any further in- 
telligence of their deſigns. They have not been yet 
joined by the remainder of the fleet with the Heſlan 
troops. 

Colonel Smallwood and his battalion got in on Fri 
day z and colonel Miles is alſo here with two battalions 
more of Pennſylvania riflemen. 

The convention of this State have been exerting them- 
ſelves to call forth a portion of their militia to an encamp- 
ment forming above Kingſbridge, to remain in ſervice for - 
the ſpace of one month after their arrival there ; and alfo 
half of thoſe in King and Queen's counties, to reinforce 
the troops on Long-lſland till the firſt of September, un- | 
leſs ſooner diſcharged. General Morris too is to take 
poſt with his brigade on the Sound and Hudſon's-rver 
for ten days, to annoy the enemy in caſe they attempt t0 
land ; and others of their militia are direted to be in 
readineſs, in caſe their aid ſhould be required, Upon tit 
whole, from the information I have from the convention 
the militia ordered are now in motion, or will be in ag 
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tle time, and will amount to about three thouſand or more. 
From Conne@ticut, I am not certain what fuccours are 
coming. By one or two gentlemen who have come from 
thence, I am told' fome of the militia” were afſembling, 
and, from the intclligence they had, would march this 
Weeks 

By a letter from governor Trumbull, of the fifth, I'am 
alviied that the troops from that State, geſtined for tlie 
northern army, had marched for Skeneſborough-- Gener- 
al Ward too, by a Jlett:r of the fourth, informs*me that 
th? two regiments would march from Boſton: laſt week, 
having beea cleanſed and generally recovered from the 
fmall-pox. I have alſo 'countermanded my orders to col- 
one] Elmore, and directed him to join'the northern army, 
having heard, after my orders to CormeQicut for his march- 
ing hither, that he and moſt of his regiment were at Alba- 
ny or within its vicinity. General-Ward mentions that 
the council of the Maſſachuſetts State will have in from 
two to three thouſand of theirmilitia to defend their lines 
and different poſts, in lieu of the regiments ordered from 
thence agreeable to the reſolution of Congreſs. 

The incloſed copy of a reſolve of this State paſſed the 
tenth inſtant, will diſcover the apprehenſion they are un- 
cer of the defection of the inhabitants of King's county 
from the common cauſe, and of the meaſures they have 
taken thereupon. TI have directed general Greene to give 
the committee ſuch aſſiſtance as he can, and they may re- 
quire, 12 the execution of their cormmiſhon ; though at the 
fame time I wiſh the information the convention have re- 
ceiv:d upon the ſubjeR'may prove groundleſs. 

I would beg leave to mention to Congreſs, that, in a 
letter I received from general Lee, he mentions the valua- 
ble conſequences that would reſult from a number of cavy- 
alry being employed in- the ſouthern department. With- 
out them (t9 uſe his own expreſſions) he can anſwer for 
nothing :—with one thouſand, he would enſure the ſafety 
of thoſe States. TI ſhould have done myſelf the honour of 
ſubmitting this matter to Congreſs before at his particular 
requeit, had it not eſcaped my mind. From his-acquaint- 
ance with that country, and the nature of the grounds, [ 
doubt not he has weighed the matter well, and preſume he 

. . "hay: 
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has fully repreſented” the advantages that would ariſe.from 


the eſtabliſhment of ſuch a corps: all I mean, is; in com: 
pliance with his requiſition, to mention the matter, that 


ſech conſideration may be had upon it (if not already de. 
termined) as it may be deſerving of. 

I have tranfmitted'a general return, whereby Congreſs 
will perceive the whole of our ſtreagth, except the two'bat- 
talions under, colonel Miles, which, coming ſince it was 
made out, are not included. 

I have incloſed a letter jalt come to hand from Marti. 
nique. Congreſs will pleaſe to conlider of the purport, fa 
vouring me. with their anſwer and a return of the letter, 
' 'This moment (ten o'clock) report is made by general 
Greene that a man-of-war came in yeſterday, and that fix- 
ty fail of ſhips are now ſtanding in. No doubt, they are z 
further part 'of the Heſſian fleet. * 

I have the honour to be, &c. ..-- "hs os 


SIR, | NewsYork, Auguſs T2, 1116. 
THIS will be handed to you by colonel * * * from 
the northern army, whom the incloſed letter and proceed 
ings of a general court-martial will ſhew to have been in 
arreſt, and tried for ſundry matters charged againſt him. 
As the court-martial was by order of the commander in that 
department, the fats committed there, the trial there,— 
T am much at a loſs to know why. the proceedings were 
referred to me to approve or diſapprove. As my interfer- 
ing in the matter would carry much impropriety with it, and 
ſhew a want of regard to the rules and practice in ſuch i- 
{tances,—and as colonel * * * js going to Philadelphia, | 
have ſubmitted the whole of the proceedings to . the con- 
ſideration of Congreſs for their deciſion upon his caſe,— 
perfealy convinced that ſuch determination will be bad 
therein, as will be right and jult. 
I have the honour to be, &c, G. W. 


New-York, 
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SIR, M7161 14 | New<York, Anguft 13,7776, 
AS there is reaſon to believe that but little time will 
elapſe before the enemy make their attack, I have thought 
it adviſeable to remove. all the papers in my hands, reſpe&t- 
ing the affairs of the States, from this place. I hope the 
event will ſhew the precaution was unneceflary : but yet 
prudence required that it ſhould be done, leſt by any acci- 
dent they might fall into their hands. They are all con- 
tained in a large box nailed up, and committed to the care 
of lieutenant-colonel Reed, ' brother of the adjutant- 
general, to be deſivered to Congreſs, in whoſe cuſtody I 
would beg leave to depoſit them until our affairs ſhall be 
ſ circumſtanced as to admit of their return. 
The enemy, ſince my letter of yeſterday, have received 
a further augmentation of thirty-ſix ſhips to their fleet, 
making the whole that have arrived fince yeſterday morn- 
ing, ninety-ſ1x. ITE oor 
I have.the honour to be, &c. BE ©. 
P. S. 1 would obſerve that I have ſent of the box 


privately, that it might raiſe no diſagreeable ideas ; and 
| haye enjoined colonel Reed to ſecrecy. 


SIR, | New-York, Auguft 14, 1776. 
SINCE I had the honour of addreſſing you on Mon- 
day, nothing of importance has occurred here, except that 
the enemy have received an augmentation to their fleet, of 
ninety-ſ1x ſhips :—ſome reports make them more. In a 
letter I wrote y,ou yelterday by lieutenant-colone] Reed, 
I adviſed you of this ; but preſuming it may not reach you 
lo ſoon as this will, I have thought proper to mention the 
intelligence again. G | <8 
Incloſed 1 have the honour to tranſmit a copy of. the 
examination of a deſerter ſent me this morning by general 
Mercer, to which I beg leave to, refer Congreſs for the 
lateſt accounts TI have from the enemy. Whether the 
intelligence he has given. is. literally true, I cannot des 
iermine : but as to the attack, we daily expe it. 
| Your 


— RS es; 


". 
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Your favour of the tenth, with its incloſures, was duly 
zeceived ; and. I.bave 'wſtrufted the ſeveral officers who 
were promoted, 0: 2& in their ſtations, as 'yau 'requeſted, 
hank their commiſſions were. not ſent. 

As we are in.,,extreme want. cf tents and.covering for 
this army, a great part of thoſe at the out-poſts having 
nothing, to ſheer them, nor houſes to go, into, —I ſubmit 
it to Congreſs: whether it. may. not be prudent to remand 


thoſe that were lately ſent to Boſton, where there. are no 


troops at preſent ; and,; if there were, the- neceſlity .for 
them would not. be great, as. the; town, and. batracks at 
ſeveral of the poſts, would. be- ſufficient to receive them, 
 'The incloſed Jetter from lieutenant-colonel Henſhaw | 
will diſcover to. Congreſs his views and wiſhes, which they 
will conſider and determine, on, in . whatever. way they 
think right and: conducive to the public good ;—meaning 
only to lay.his letter before them. Xs 
T take the liberty of ,mentioning, that colonel Varnum 
of Rhoge-Iſland has been with me this, morning to. relign 
his commiſſon, conceivipg himſelf .to be greatly injured 
in not having been noticed in the Jate arrangement and 
promotion of general officers. I meteor nk againſt the 
1mpropriety of the meaſure at this time z and*he' has con- 
ſented to.ſtay till affairs wear a different aſpe& from what 


| they do-at preſent. 


Eleven o'clock. —Þy a report juſt come to hand frem 
general Greene, twenty ſhips more are. coming, in. 
I], have the honour to be, &c. -G. W, 


yp — —_—_ 


SER, "New-York, Auguſt 14,1776 
_ "THIS will be delivered you by ceptain Moeballe, .i 
Dutch gentleman from Surrinam, who has come to the con 
trfient with a view of entering into the ſervice of the States, 
as you will perceive .by the incloſed letters from Mr. 
Brown, of Providence, and general Greene, What oth 
er letters and credentials he has, T know not ; but, at Þi 
requeſt, have given him this line to Congreſs, to whom be 
wiſhes to be introduced, and where he will make his pF 
tenſions knawr, 
by 1 hare 


- 
— 


E 
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T have ordered the quarter-maſter immediately to write 
t) Mr. Brown for the Ruſha duck he mentions, with 
direions to have it inſtantly made into tents there, —be- 
ing in great diſtreſs for want of a ſufficient number to 
coyer Our troops. | 

TT have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


F 


3IR, SES | | New-York, Auguft 15, S776» 
AS the ſituation of the two armies muſt engage the 
attention of Congreſs, and lead them to expe that each 
returning day will produce ſome important events, this is 
meant to inform them that nothing of moment has yet caſt 
up. In the evening of yeſterday there were great move- 
ments among their boats ; and, from the number that ap- 
peared to be paſſing and repaſhng about the Narrows, we 
were induced to believe they intended to land a part of 
their force upon Long-Ifſland ; but, having no report from 

general Greene, I preſume they have not done it. 
I have the honour to be, &c. | G. W. 


P. S. Your favour of the thirteenth was received by 
yeſterday's poſt. I wrote on Monday by the return ex- 
preſs, as you ſuppoſed. | 


* : New-York, Auguſt 16, 1776. 
I BEG leave to inform you, that fince I had the 
pleaſure of addreſſing you yeſterday, nothing intereſting 
between the two armies has happened. Things remain 
nearly in the ſituation they then were. | 
It is with peculiar regret and concern that I have an op- 
portunity of mentioning to Congreſs the fickly condition 
of our troops. In ſome regiments there are not any of the 
held-officers capable of doing duty : in 'others the duty 
 Bextremely difficult for want of a ſufficient number. I. 
bave been obliged to nominate ſome till Congreſs tranſmit 
the appointments of thoſe they wiſh to ſucceed to the 
leveral vacancies occaſioned by the late promotions. 'This 
0L, I, T | __* bang 
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| being a matter of ſome conſequence, I preſume will have 
their early attention, and that they will fill up the ſeveral 
vacancies alſo , mentioned in the liſt. I, had the honour of 
tranſmitting ſome few days ago to the board of war. 


1 am, Sir, with the utmoſt reſpe&, &c. G.W, 
.SI R, | BN | New-York, Auguft 11,1176. 


THE circumſtances of the two armies having under- 
gone.no material alteration fince I had the honour of writ-: 
"ing to you laſt, I have nothing particular .or important to' 
communicate reſpetting them. © 
In my letter of yeſterday I forgot to mention the arrival 
of lord Dunmore here. 'By the examinatian of a.captain 
Hunter (who eſcaped from the enemy, and came to Am- 
boy on the fourteenth) tranſmitted me by general: Rober- 
 deap, I am certainly informed his Iordfſhip arrived on the 

thirteenth. 'The examination does not ſay any thing 
about the ſhips he brought with him ; it only extends to 
his force, which it mentions to be weak. 

I before now expected the enemy would have made their 
attack ;z nor can I account for their deferring it, unleſs the 
intelligence given by .captain Hynter and another per- 
ſon who eſcaped about the ſame time, is the cauſe, to wit, 
that they are waiting the arrival of another diviſon of the 
Heſhan troops, which (they ſay) is ſtill out. Whether 
"that is the reaſon of the delay, I cannot undertake to de- 
termine : but I ſhould ſuppoſe things will not long remain 
in their preſent ſtate. I have incloſed a copy of general 
Roberdeav's letter, and of the examination of thoſe two 
perſons, which will ſhew Congreſs all the information they 
' have given upon theſe fubje&ts. _/ | | 

I am juſt now aqviſed by Mr. Aires, who came from 
Philadelphia to build the row-galleys, that two of our firc- 
veſſels attempted Jaſt night to burn the enemy's ſhips and 
tenders up the river. He fays that they burned one tender, 
and one of them boarded the Phoenix, and was prappled 
with her for near ten minutes ; but ſþe cleared herfell | 
We loſt both of the veſiels. His account is not fo partic- 


ular as I could wiſh ; howevyer, I am certain the attemf* 
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has not ſucceeded to our wiſhes. In a little time 1t is 
robable the matter will be more minutely reported. 
| 1 have the honour to be &c. ao G.W. 


4 | 


SIR, ; New-Yorh, Auguſt 18, 1776. 
I HAVE been honoured with your favour of ths 
iixteenth with the incloſure, and am tak it 1s not in ty 
power to tranſmit Congreſs a copy of the treaty as they 
require, having ſent it away with the other papers that 
were in my hands. PEW 4-26 
The rcſ{olution they have entered: into reſpeCting the for- 


eign troops, I am perſuaded, would produce falutary efftefts 


if it could be properly circulated among them. I fear it 
will be a matter of difficulty. However, I will take every 
meaſure that ſhall appear probable to facilitate the end. | 

I have the honour to incloſe: you, for the peruſal and 
conſideration of Congreſs, ſundry papers marked N® 1 to 
N® », incluſive ; the whole of which, except N® 2 and 7, 
(my anſwers to lord Drummond and general Howe) 
I received yeſterday evening by a flag, and to which I beg 
leave to refer Congrels. ; TWEETS; 

I am exceedingly at a loſs to know the motives and 
cauſes inducing a proceeding of ſuch a nature at this time, 
and why lord Howe has not attempted ſome plan of nego- 
clation before, as he feerns ſo deſirous of it, If I may be 
allowed to conjecture and gueſs at the cauſe, it may be 
that part of the Heſkans have not arrived, as mentioned 
in the examination tranſmitted yeſterday,—or that general 
Burgoyne has not made ſuch progreſs as was expected, to 
form a junCtion of their two armies,—or, what I think 
equally probable, they mean to procraſtinate their opera- 
tions for ſome time, truſting that the militias which have 
come to our ſuccour will ſoon become tired and return 
home, as 1$ but too uſual with them., Congreſs will make 
their oblervations upon theſe ſeveral matters, and favour 
me with the reſult as ſoon as they have done. They will 
obſerve my anſwer to lord Drummond, who (I am pretty 
conident) has not attended to the terms of his parole, but 
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has violated it in ſeveral inſtances. It is with the reſt 6f 
the papers ; but if my memory ſerves me, he was not to 
hold any correſpondence dire&tly or indirealy with thoſe 
in arms againſt us, or to go into any port or harbour in 
America, where the enemy themſelves were or had a fleet, 
or to go on board their ſhips. 
The treaty with the Indians is in the box which lieuten- 

ant-colonel Reed, I preſume, has delivered before this. If 
| Congreſs are deſirous of ſeeing it, they will be pleaſed to 
have the box opened. It contains a variety of papers, and 
all the affairs of the army, from my firſt going to Cam- 
bridge, till it was ſent away. 

This morning the Phoenix and Roſe men-of-war, with 
two tenders, availing themſelyes of a favourable and briſk 
wind, came down the river, and have joined the fleet, 
Our ſeveral batteries fired at them in their paſſage, but 
without any good effe& that I could perceive. | 

I have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


| — 


SIR, New=York, Auguff 19, 1776. 

I HAVE nothing of moment to communicate tv 
Congreſs, as things are in the fituation they were when I 
had laſt the honour of addreſhng them. 

By a letter from generat Ward, of the twelfth, I find 
that Whitcomb's regiment, on the eighth, and Phinney's, 0f 
the niath, marched from Boſton for 'Ticonderoga. 

Governor 'Trumbull alſo, in a letter of the thirteenth, 
adviſes me that Ward's regiment in the ſervice of the States 
was on the march to this army, and that he and his cou- 
cil of ſafety had in the whole ordered fourteen milita 
regiments to reinforce- us. Three of them Have arrived, 
and amount to about a thouſand and twenty.men. When 
the whole come in, we ſhall be on a mnch more reſpe&t 
able footing than we have been: but T' greatly feat, 
if the enemy defer their attempt for any conſiderable 
ime, they will be extremely impatient to return home; 
and if they ſhould, we ſhall be reduced to diſtreſs agai- 

He alſo adds that captain Van Buren, who had bee 
fent for that purpoſe, had procured a ſufficient fore n 

clo 
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fil-cloth for the veſſels to be. employed on the Lake, and 
a part of the cordage, in that State ;. and had a proſpect 
of getting the remainder. het 

As there will be a difficulty in all probability to circu» 
late the papers deſigned for the foreign troops, and many 
miſcarriages may happen before it can be effected, ,it may 
be proper to furniſh me with a larger quantity than what 
I already have.. | | 
| Inclofſed I have the honour to tranſmit you. a general* 
return of our whole force at this time, in which are com- - 
prehended the three regiments of militia above mentioned. 
I am ſorry it ſhould be ſo. much weakened- by fickneſs, 
The return will ſhew you.how it diftrefles us.. 

I have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


P. S. The poft juſt now arrived has brought a further 
. ſapply of papers for_the Heſſians, which makes my requi« 
fition unneceflary. | FTI 


31R; New-York, Auguſt 20,1776. 

TI: WAS yeſterdiy- morning- favoured with yours of 
the ſeventeenth, accompanied . by ſeveral. reſolutions of 
Congreſs, and ' commiſſions for officers appointed to. the 
lite vacancies in this army. . 

1 wrote ſome days ago to-general Schuyler to propoſe 
to generals Carleton and Burgoyne an exchange of priſon- 
ers in conſequence of a former: reſolve of Congreſs au- 
thorifing their commanders in each: department to negociate 
one. "That of major Meigs for major. French, and cap- 
tan Dearborn's for any officer-of equal rank, I ſubmitted 
to general Hawe's confideration, by letter, on the ſeyen- 
teenth, underſtanding their paroles had been ſent him by 
general Carleton. z but have. not yet received' his anſwer 
upon the ſubject. . 

. 1n reſpe& to the exchange ef the priſoners in Canada, 
if a propofition on that head has not-been already made, 
and I believe it has not) the incloſed copy of general 
aleton's orders (tranſmitted me under ſeal by major 
Bigelow, who was ſent with a flag to general Burgoyne 
| 'T 2 fram. ' 
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from Ticonderoga, with the proceedings of Congreſs on 
the breach of capitulation at the Cedars, and the inhuman 
treatment of our people afterwards) will ſhew it is unnec- 
effary, as he has determined to ſend them to their own 
provinces, there to remain as priſoners ; interdiQing at the 
ſame time all kind of intercourſe between us and his army, 
except ſuch as may be for the purpoſe of imploring the 
king's mercy. The affaſlination he mentions, of brigadier. 
general Gordon, is a fat entirely new to me, and what ! 
Never heard of before. I ſhall not trouble Congreſs with 
my {triures upon this * * * performance, *® * *-ggl 

obſerving that its defign is ſomewhat artful, and that 
each boatman with major Bigelow was furniſhed with 3 


Copy. 

; have alſo tranſmitted Congreſs a copy of the major's 
journal, to which I beg leave to refer them for the iatelli- 
gence reported by him on his return from the truce. 

By a letter from general Greene yeſterday evening, he 
informed me he had received an expreſs from Hog-Iſland 
inlet, adviſing that five of the enemy's ſmall veſſels had ap- 

d at the mouth of the creek, with ſome troops on 
board ;—alſo that he had heard two periaguas were of 
- Oyſter-bay, the whole ſuppoſed to be after live-ſtock ; and 
| to prevent their getting it, he had detached a party of bore, 
and two hundred and twenty men, among them twenty 
riflemen. I have not received further intelligence upon 
the ſubjeR. . 

I am alſo adviſed by the examination of a captain Button 
{maſter of a veſſel that had been taken) tranſmitted me by 
general Mercer, that the general report among the ene- 
. my's troops, when he came off, was, that they were t0 
attack Long-Ifſland, and to ſecure our works there if poll- 
| ble, at the ſame time that another part of their army Ws 
to land above this city. [This information is corroborated 
by many other accounts, and is probably true : nor wil 
it be poſſible to prevent them landing on the iſland, as'its 
great extent affords a variety of places favourable for that 
| purpoſe, and the whole of our works on it are at the 


oppolit 


OFFICIAL LETTERS. 223 


oppoſite to the city. - However, we ſhall attempt to 
haraſs them as much as poſſible, which will be all that 


we can do. 
I have the honour to be, &c. G.. W. 
SIR, News-York, Auguff 21, 1776. 


INCLOSED I have the honour to tranſmit you a 
copy of my letter to lord Howe (as well on the ſubje& of 
a general exchange of priſoners in the naval line, as that 
of lieutenant Joſiah in particular) and of his lordſhip's an- 
ſwer, which, for its matter and manner, is very different 
from general Carleton's orders which were forwarded yeſ- 
terday. 2 | 

The ſituation of the armies being the ſame as when I 
had the pleaſure of addreſſing you laſt, I have nothing 
ſpecial to communicate on that head, nor more to add, 
than that I am, with all poſſivle reſpe&, &c. G. W. 


SIR, New-York, Augift 22,1776 
I DO myſelf the honour to tranſmit Congreſs a copy 
of a letter I received yeſterday evening by expreſs from 
governor Livingſton, alſo copies of three reports from col- 
onel Hand, | 
Though the intelligence reported by the ſpy on his re- 
turn to governor Livingſton has not been confirmed by 
the event he mentions, (an attack laſt night) there is every 
reaſon to believe that one is ſhortly deſigned. The fall- 
ing down of ſeveral ſhips yeſterday evening to the Nar- 
rows, crowded with men,—thoſe ſucceeded by many 
more this morning, and a great number of boats parading _ 
around them (as I was juſt now informed) with troops;— 
are all circumſtances indicating an attack : and it is not 
improbable it will be made to-day. At could not have hap- 
pened laſt night, by reaſon of a moſt violent guſt. 
e are making every preparation to receive them ; and 
truſt, under the ſmiles of Providence, with our own 
| | | excrtions, 
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exertions, that my next, if they do attack, will tranſmit 
an account that will be JOung. every friend of Amer. 


ica, and of the rights of humanity. 
I have the honour to be, &c, — + GW. 
SIR, New-York, Auguſt 23, 1116, 


 T BEG leave to. inform: Congreſs, that, . yeſterday 
morning and in the courſe of the preceding night, a con- 
fiderable body of the enemy, amounting by report to 
eight or nine thouſand; and theſe all Britiſh, landed from 
the tranſport-ſhips. mentioned in my:- laſt, at Graveſend, 
bay on Long-lſland, and have approached within, three 
miles of our lines, having marched acroſs the low cleared. 
grounds near-the woods at FElat-buſh, where they are halt- 
ed, from my laſt intelligence. 

I have. detached from hence fix battalions as-a rein- 
forcement- to our troops there, which are all that I can 
fpare at this time, not knowing but the fleet may. move 


- up with the remainder of their army, and make an attack 


here, on the next flood-tide. 4f they do not, I ſhall 
ſend-a. further reinforcement, ſhould it be: neceſſary ; and: 
have ordered five. battalions more. to be in readineſs: for: 
that purpoſe. | 

| I have no doubt but a little time will produce ſome im- 
portant events. I hope they wilt be happy. The rein- 
forcement detached yeſterday. went off in high ſpints ; 
and I have the pleaſure to inform you that the whole of 
the army, that: arC effeQtive and capable of duty, diſcover 
the ſame, and great cheerfulneſs. I haye been obliged to 
appoint major-general Sullivan: to the command on the 
iſland, owing to general Greene's indifpoſition :—he has 
been extremely 1ll for ſeyeral days, and till continues 
bad. 

By Wedneſday evening's poſt I received:a letter from 
general Ward, inclofing a copy of the invoice of the ord- 
nance ſtores taken by captain Manly, with the appraiſement 
of the ſame, (made in purſuance of my diretion, founded 


on the order of Congreſs) which 1 do myſelf the ha 
0 
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of tranſmitting. You will alſo receive the treaty be- 
tween the commiſhoners and the Indians of the Six Na- 
tions, and others, at the German-Flats, which general 
Schuvler requeſted me to forward, by bis letter of the 
eighteenth inſtant. | 

I have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


$1R, | New-York, Auguft 24, 1775. 
THE irregularity of the poſt prevents your receiy- 
ing the early and conſtant intelligence it is my wiſh to 
communicate. 'PThis is the third letter which you will 
probably receive from me by the farhe poſt. The firlt was 
of little or no conſequence : but that of yeſterday gave 
you the beſt information I had been able to obtain of the 
enemy's landing and movements upon Long-Ifland. 
Having occafion to go over thither yeſterday, I ſent my 
letter to the poſt-office at the uſual hour, being informed 
that the rider was expeCed every moment, and would go 
out again direRly ; but in the evening when I ſent to in- 
quire, none had come in. > 
I now incloſe you a report made. to me by general 
oullivan after I left. Long-Iſland yeſterday. I do not 
conceive that the enemy's whole force was m motion, but 
a detached party rather. I have ſent over four more regi- 
ments, with boats, to be ready either to reinforce the 
troops under general Sullivan, or to return to this place, 
if the remainder of the fleet at the watering-place ſhould 
puſh up to the city 3 which hitherto (I mean, fince the 
landing upon Long-Ifland) they have not had in their 
power to do, on account of the wind which has either 
been a-head or too ſmall when the tide has ſerved. I 
have nothing further to trouble the Congreſs with at 
preſent, than that 1 am theirs and your moſt - obediem: 
bumble ſervant, G. WW. 


SIR, | New-York, Auguft 26, 1776. 
I HAVE been duly honoured with your favours of 
the twenticth avd twenty-fourth, and am happy to find 


ny 
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my anſwer to lord Drummond has met the approbation of 
Congreſs. Whatever his views were, moſt certainly his 
conduct reſpeCting his parole is highly reprehenfible. 

Since my letter of the twenty-fourth, almoſt the whole 
of the enemy's fleet have fallen down to the Narrows; 
and, from this circumftance, and the ſtriking of their tents 
and their ſeveral encampments on Staten-Ifland from time 
to time previous to the departure of the ſhips from thence, 
we are |cd to think they mean to land the main body of 
their army on Long-Iſland, and to make their grand pufi 
there, I have ordered over conſiderable reinforcements 
to our troops there, and ſhall continue to ſend more as 
circumſtances may require. 'There has been a little ſkir- 
miſhing and irregular firing kept up between their and our 
advanced guards, in which colonel Martin of the Jerſey 
levies has received a wound in his breaſt, which, it is ap- 
prehended, will prove mortal ; a private .has had his leg 
broke” by- a” cannon-ball, and' another has:received a ſh 
ws the groin from their muſketry. 'This is all the damage 
they have yet done us :—what they have ſuſtained, is not 
known. | 

The ſhifting and changing the regiments have undergone 
of late has prevented their making proper returns, and of 
courſe put it out of my power to tranſmit a general one 
of the army. However, I believe our ſtrength is much 
.the ſame as it was when the laſt was made, with the ad- 
dition of nine militia . regiments come from the State of 
Connefticut, averaging about three hundred and fifty men 
each. Theſe are nine of the fourteen regiments mention- 
ed in my letter of the nineteenth. . Our people {till cor 
tinue to be very ſickly. BE: 

The ow deſigned for. the foreign troops have been 
put into ſeyeral channels, in order that they might bs 
conveyed to: them ;. and, from the. information I had yel 
terday, I have reaſonto believe many have fallen into ther 
hands. 

I have incloſed a copy of. lord Drummond's ſecond {t: 
ter (in anſwer to mine) which I received fince I tran 
mitted his firſt, and which 1 have thought neceſſary to 


before Congreſs, that they may poſſeſs the whole of the 
* ; correfpondenci 
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correſpondence between us, and ſee how far he has excul- 
pated himſelf from the charge alleged againſt him. The 
log-book he mentions to have ſerit colonel Moylan proves 
nothing in his favour. "That ſhews' he had been at Ber- 
muda, and from thence to ſame other iſland, on his paſ- 
ſage from which to this place, the veſſel he was in was 
boarded by a pilot who brought her into the Hook, where 
he found the Britiſh fleet, which his lordſhip avers he did 
not expe were there, having underſtood their deſtination 
was to the ſouthward. | 

1 have the honour 49 be, &c. G. W, 


| [The following letter is from one of the General's ſecretaries, 
whoſe ſignature awill alſo appear to a few of the ſubſequent 
letters in this volume. ] My | 
$1 R, | NewsYorh, Augrft 27, 1776, 8 o'clock, P. M. 
I THIS minute returned from our lines on Long- 
Iſland, where I left his excellency the General. From 
him I have it in command to inform Congreſs, that yel- 
terday. he went there, and continued till evening, when, 
from the enemy's having landed a conſiderable part of 
their forces, —and-many of their movements, —there was 


reaſon to apprehend they would make- in a little time « 


general attack. As they would have a wood to paſs 
through before they could approach the lines, - it was 
W thought expedient to, place a number of men there on the 
different roads leading from where . they were ſtationed, 
in order to haraſs and annoy them in their march. This 
being done, early this morning a ſmart engagement enſued 
between the enemy and our detachments, which, beim 


unequal to the force they had to contend with, have ſul. 


tained a pretty conſiderable loſs : at leaſt many of our 


yen are mifing. Among thole that have not returned, 


are genera! Suljvan and lord Stirling. The enemy's 
loſs is not known certainly : but we are tald by ſuch of 
our troops as were in the engagement and have come ing 
that they had many killed and wounded. Our party 
brought off a lieutenant, ſerjeant, and. corporal, with twen- 
'y privates, priſoners. Nt 
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"While theſe detachments were engaged, a column of 
the enemy .deſcended fram the woods, .and marched to- 
wards the centre of our:lines with a'defign to make an 

- impreſſion, -but were repulſed. 'This evening they ap- 
peared very numerous about the ſkirts of the woods, where 
they have pitched ſeveral tents: and bis excellency in- 
clines to think {hey mean to attack and farce us from our 
lines by way of regular approaches, rather than in any 
other manner.” \, | 

To-day, five ſhips of the line came up towards the 
| town, Where they ſeemed deſirous of getting, as they turn- 
ed. a long time againſt an unfavourable wind : and on my 
return this evening, I found a deferter from the twenty- 
third regiment, who informed me that they deſign, as ſoon 
as the wind will permit them to come up, to give us a 
Ter eannonade, and to filence our batteries, if poſſible, 

I have the honour to be, in great haſte, Sir, your moſt 


_ obedient,  Rovegr H. Harzison, 
Ot —— 
SIR, Long-Ifland, Aug. 29, 1776, balf after 4, A. M. 


x I WAS laſt night honoured with your fayour of the 

twettty-ſeventh, accompanied by ſundry reſolutions of 
Congreſs. Thoſe reſpefting the officers, &c. that may be 
wounded in the ſervice of the States, are founded much 
iy juſtice, and (I ſhould hope) may be produQtive of ma- 
ny falutary conſequences. As to the encouragement to 
the Heſſian officers, I wifh it may hare the defired effett. 


Perhaps it might have been better had the offer been 


ſooner made. S's 
Before this, you will probably hare received a letter 
from Mr. Harriſon, of the twenty-ſeventh, adviſing of 
the engagement between a detachment of our men and 
the enemy on that day, I am ſorry to inform Congrels 
that T have not yet heard either of general Sullivan or 
lord Stirling, who (they would obſerve) were among the 
miſſing after the engagement : nor can I aſcertain our lols. 
I am hopeful, part of oar men will yet get in : eve 
did yeſterday morning. 'That of the. enemy is alſo un- 
| certain : 
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ecrtain : the accounts are various. I incline to think 
they ſuffered a good deal. Some deſerters ſay five hun- 
dred were killed and wounded. 

There was ſome ſkirmiſhing, the greateſt part of yel- 
terday, between parties from the enemy and our people : 
in the evening it was pretty ſmart. The event I have not 
yet learned. | 

The weather of late has been extremely wet. Yeſter- 
day it rained ſeverely the whole afternoon, which dil- 
treſſed our people much,—not having a ſufficiency of 
tentz to cover them, and what we have, not being got 
over yet. I am in hopes they will all be got to-day, and 
that they will be more comfortably provided, though the 
oreat ſcarcity of theſe articles diltreſles us beyond meal- 
ure, not having any thing like a ſufficient number to pro- 
te&t our people from the inclemengy of the weather ;— 


which has occaſioned much ſickneſs, and the men to be + 


almott broken down. . 
I have the. honour to be, &c. G. W. 
SIR, New-York, Auguft 31, 1576. 


INCLINA TION as well as duty would have in- 


duced me to give Congreſs the earlieſt information of m 

ranoval and that of the troops, from Long: Iſland and its 
dependencies, to this city, the night before laſt : but the 
extreme fatigue which myſelf and family have undergone, 
as much from the weather ſince as the engagement on the 
twenty-ſeventh, rendered me and them entirely unfit to 
take pen in hand. Since Monday, ſcarce any of us have 
been outwf the lines till our paſſage acroſs the Eaſt-river 


was effected yeſterday morning ; and, for forty-eight hours. 


preceding that, I had hardly been off my horſe, and never 
cloſed my eyes ; ſo that I was quite unfit to write or dic- 
tate till this morning. 
Our retreat was made without any loſs of men or am- 
munition, and in better order than I expetted from troops 
n the ſituation ours were. We brought off all our cannon 
and ſtores, except a few heavy pieces, which, in the 
condition the earth was by a long continued rain, we 
Vor. I, | found, 
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found, upon trial, impra&icable. The wheels of the car- 
riages ſinking up to the hobs rendered it impoſhble for our 
whole force to drag them. We left but little proviſions 
on the iſland, except ſome cattle which had been driven 
within our lines, and which, after many attempts to force 
acroſs the water, we found impoſhible to effe&, circumſtanced 
as we were. 

I have incloſed a copy of the council of war held pre- 
vious to the retreat, to which I beg leave to refer Congrels 
for the reaſons, or many of them, that led to the adoption 
of that meaſure. | | ene 

Yeſterday evening and laſt night, a party of our men 
were employed in bringing our ſtores, cannon, tents, &c, 
from Governor's-Iſland, which they nearly completed, 
Some of the heavy cannon remain there ſtill, but (1 ex- 
pe) will be got away to-day. 

In the engagement on the twenty-ſeventh, generals 
Sullivan and Stirling were made priſoners. 'The former 
has been permitted, on his parole, to return for a little 
time. From my lord Stirling 1 had a letter by general 
Sullivan (a copy of which I have the honour to tranſmit) 
that contains his information of the engagement with his 
brigade. It is not fo full and certain as I could with :— 
he was hurried molt probably, as his letter was unfiniſhed ; 
—nor have I been yet able to obtain an exact account of 
our loſs :—we ſuppoſe it from ſeven hundred to a thoufartl 
killed and taken. 

General Sullivan ſays lord Howe is extremely deſirous 
of ſeeing ſome of the members of Congreſs ; for which 
purpoſe he was allowed to come out and to communicate 
to them what has paſſed between him and his lordſhip. 1 
have conſented to his going to Philadelphia, as I do not 
1ean, Cr CORCeive it Tipht, to withhold, or prevent him 
from giving, fuch information as he poſleſies in this 10s 
ſtance. 

I am much hurried and engaged in arranging and mak- 
ing new diſpoſitions of ovr forces ; the movements of the 
enemy requiring chem to be immediately had ;—and there- 
fore have onlv time to add, that I am, with my belt re- 
gards to Congreſs, their and your moſt obedient, ys vs 

NewsYort, 
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SIR, New-York, September 2, 1776. 
AS my.intelligence of late has been rather unfavour- 
able, and would be received with anxiety and concern, pe- 
culiarly happy ſhould I eſteem myſelf, were it in my pow- 
er at this time to tranſmit ſuch information to Congreſs, as 
would be more pleaſing and agreeable to their withes :— 
but, unfortunately for me,—unfortunately for them,—it is 
not. | | 
Our ſituation is truly diſtreſſing. The check our de- 
tachment ſuſtained on the twenty-ſeventh ultimo has dil- 
pirited too great a proportion of our troops, and filled their 
minds with apprehenſion and deſpair. 'Fhe militia, inſtead 
of calling forth their utmoſt efforts to a brave and manly 
oypoſition in order to repair our loſſes, are diſmayed, in- 


tractable, and impatient to return. Great numbers of | 


them have gone off, —in ſome inſtances, almolt by whole 
regiments, by half ones, and by companies at a time. 
This circumſtance, of itſelf, independent of others, when 
fronted by a well-appointed eneray ſuperior in niunber to 
our whole colle&ed force, would be iufficiently difagreea- 
ble : but, when their example has infected another part 
of the army,—when their want of diſcipline, and refuſal of 
almoſt every kind of reſtraint and government, have pro- 
duced a like condu& but too common to the whole, and 
an entire diſregard of that order and ſubordination neceſſa- 
ry to the well-doing of an army, and which had been in- 
culcated before, as well as the nature of our military el- 
tabiſhment would admit of, —our condition is ſtill more 
alarming : and with the deepeſt concern I am obliged to 
confeſs my want of confidence in the generality of the 
[r00ps, | 
All theſe circumſtances fully confirm the. opinion I ey- 
er entertained, and which I more than once in my letters 
took the liberty of mentioning to Congreſs, that no depend- 
ence could be put in a militia, or other troops than thoſe 
enliſted and embodied for a longer period than our regula- 
tions heretofore have preſcribed. I am perſuaded, and as 
tully convinced as I am of any one fact that has happened, 
thzt our liberties muſt of neceſſity be greatly hazarded if 
00 entirely loſt, if their defence 1s left to any but a per- 
manent 
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manent ſtanding army,—1 mean, one to exiſt during the 
war. Nor would the expenſe, incident to the ſupport of 
ſuch a body of troops as would be competent to almolt every 
exigency, far exceed that which is daily incurred by 
calling tm ſuccour, and new enliſtments, which, when ef- 
fefted, are not attended with any good conſequences. 
Men who have been tree, and ſubje& to no control, cannot 
be reduced to order in an inſtant : and the privileges and 
exemptions they claim and will have, influence the con- 
duct of others ; and the aid derived-from them is nearly 
counterbalanced by the diſorder, irregularity, and confuſion 
they occaſion. | 

I cannot find that the bounty of ten dollars is likely to 
produce the defired effet. When men can get double 
that ſum to engage for a month or two in the militia, and 
that militia frequently called out, it is hardly to be expe 
ell. The addition of land might have a conſiderable in- 
fluence on a permanent enliſtment. 

Our number;of men at prefent fit for duty is under 
twenty thouſand : they . were fo by the laſt returns and 
beſt accounts I could get after the engagement on Long- 
Ifland ; ſince which, numbers have deſerted. T have or- 
dered general Mercer to ſend the men intended for the 
flying camp to: this place, about a thouſand in number, and 
to try with the militia, if practicable, to make a diverſion 
upon Staten-Iſland, | 

Till of late I had no doubt in my own mind, of de- c 
fending this place : nor ſhould I have yet, if the men would 
do their duty : but this I deſpair of. It is painful, and ex- 
tremely grating to me, to give ſuch unfavourable accounts: 
but it would be criminal to conceal the truth at ſo critical 
a junQture. Every power I poſſeſs ſhall be exerted to ſerve 
the cauſe ; and my firſt wiſh is, that, whatever may be the 
event, the Congreſs will do me the juſtice to think ſo. | 

If we ſhould be obliged to abandon the town, ought 1t 
to ſtand as winter quarters for the enemy ? They would 
derive great conveniences from it on the one hand ; and 
much property would be deſtroyed on the other. It 15 an 
important queſtion, but will admit of but little time for de- 
iberation. At preſent I dare ſay the enemy mean to pre-. 
ferye it if they can. If Congreſs therefore ſhould, reſolve 


upon 
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upon the deſtruttion of it, the reſolution ſhould be a pro- 
found ſecret, as the knowledge of it will make a capital 


change in their plans. 
[ have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


C— 


SIR, New-York, September 4, 1776. 


SINCE I had the honour of addreſling you on the 
ſecond, our affairs have not undergone a change for the 
better, nor aſſumed a more agreeable aſpe& than what they 
then wore. 'The militia under various pretences, of fick- 
neſs, &c. are daily diminiſhing ; and in a little time, I am 
perſuaded, their number wilt be very inconfiderable. 

On Monday night a forty-gun ſhip paſſed up the Sound 
between Governor's and Long-Ifland, and anchored in 
Turtle-bay. In her paſſage ſhe received a diſcharge of 
cannon from our batteries, but without any damage ; and. 
having a favourable wind and tide, ſoon got out of, their 
reach, Yeſterday morning I diſpatched major Crane of 
the artillery, with two twelve-pounders and a howitzer, 
to annoy her ; who, hulling her ſeveral times, forced her 
from that ſtation, and to take ſhelter behind an iſland, 
where ſhe ſtill continues. 'There are ſeveral other ſhips 
of war in the Sound, with a good many tranſports or 
{tore-ſhips which came round Long-Ifland, ſo that that 
communication 1s entirely cut off. The admiral, with the 
main body of the fleet, is cloſe in with Governor's-Iſland. 
Judging it expedient to guard againſt every contingency 
2s far as our peculiar ſituation will admit, and that we may 
have reſources left if obliged ts abandon this place, I have 
lent away and am removing above Kingſbridge all our 
ltores that are unneceſſary, and that will not be 1immedi- 
*tely wanted. 

| have incloſed ſeveral original letters from ſome of our 
olicers priſoners at Quebec, which fell into general Gates's 
hands, and were tranſmitted by him to general Schuyler 
vho ſent them to me. General Gates adds, that the per- 
ſons who brought them ſaid general Burgoyne had ſent. 
Bcllages to the inhabitants. upon the lakes, inviting their 
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continuance on their farms, and affuring them that they 
ſhould remain in ſecurity. 

The poſt-maſter having removed his office from the city 
to Dobbs's ferry, as it is ſaid, makes it extremely incon- 
venient, and will be the means of my not giving fach CON- 
ſtant and regular intelligence as I could wiſh. Cannot 
fome mode be deviſed, by which we may have a pretty 
conſtant and certain intercourſe and communication kept 


__ up? Ttisan _— matter, and of preat importance ; . 
and, as ſuch, I am perſuaded, will meet with due attention 


from Congreſs. 


I have tranſmitted the copy of general Gates's letter as 
ſen: me by general Schuyler, from which Congreſs will 
diſcover all the information I have reſpeRing genera] Bur- 
goyne's meſſage, and my lateſt intelligence from Ticonde- 
rToga, with the returns of the army there. Thoſe of the 
army here it is impoſſible to obtain, till the hurry and bul- 
tle we are now in are a little over. | 

I have the honour to be, &c. | G. W. 


P. S. Congreſs will perceive, by general Gates's letter, 
his want of muſket-cartridge paper. It is impoſſible to 
ſapply him from hence. They will therefore be pleaſed 
to order what he wants (if it can be procured) to be in- 
mediately ſent him from Philadelphia. 


SIR, New-York, September 6, 1776, 
I WAS laſt night honoured with your favour of tie 
third, with ſundry reſolutions of Connell : and percelving 
it to be their opinion and determination that no damage 
ſhall be done the city in caſe we are obliged to abancon 
it, I ſhall take every meaſure in my power to prevent I 
Since my letter of the fourth, nothing very material h# 
occurred, unleſs it is that the fleet ſeem to be Grawing 
more together, and all getting cloſe. in with Governor” 
Ifland. Their deſigns we cannot learn z nor have 
been able to procure the leaſt information of late, of 2") 
of their plans or intended operations. 
As the enemy's movements are very different #0 
what we expe&ed,—and, from their large encampmen=" 
confiderab® 
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conſiderable diſtance up the Sound, there is reaſon to be- 
lieve they intend to make a landing above or below Kingf- 
bridge, and thereby to hem in .our army, and cut off the 
communication with the country,—[T mean to call a coun- 
cil of general officers to-day or to-morrow, and endeayour 
to digeit and fix upon fome regular and certain ſyſtem of 


conduct to be purſued in . order to baffle their efforts and 


counteract their ſchemes ;z and alſo to determine of the ex- 
pediency of evacuating or attempting to maintain the city 
and the ſeveral poſts on this iſland. The reſult of their 
opinion and deliberations 1 ſhall adviſe Congreſs of by the 
earlieſt opportunity, which will be by expreſs, having it 
not in my power to communicate any intelligence by polt, 
as the office is removed to ſo great a diſtance, and entirely, 
out of the way. | 

'T have incloſed a hilt of the officers who are priſoners, 
and from whom letters have been received by a flag. We 
know there are others not included in the liſt. 

General Sullivan having informed me that general Howe 
was willing that an exchange of him for general Preſcot 
\!hould take place, it will be proper to ſend general Preſcot 
immediately, that it may be effe&ed. 


As the militia regiments in all probability will be impa= 


tient to return, and become preſling for their pay, I ſhall 
be glad of the dire&ion of Congreſs whether they are to 
receive it here or from the conventions or afſemblies of the 
reſpeftive States to which they belong. On the one hand, 
the ſettlement of their abſtracts will be attended with trou- 
ble and difficulty : on the other they will go away much 
better ſatisfied, and be more ready to give their aid in future, 
if they are paid before their departure. 

Before I conclude, I mult take the liberty of mentioning 
to Congreſs the great diſtreſs we are in for want of money. 

wo months? pay (and more to ſome battalions) is now 
due to the troops here, without any thing in the military 
Cheſt to ſatisfy it. This occaſions much diffatisfattion, 
and almoſt a general uneaſineſs. Not a day paſſes without 
complaints and the molt importunate and urgent demands 
on tnts head, As it may injure the ſervice greatly, and the 
want of a regular ſupply of caſh produce conſequences of 


t0 


the moſt fatal tendency, I entreat the attention of Congreſs 
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to this ſubje&, and that we may be provided as ſoon as can 
be with a ſum equal to every preſent claim. 

I have wrote to general Howe, propoſing an exchange 
of general M<Donald for lord Stirling, and ſhall be ex- 
tremely happy to obtain it, as well as that of general Sul- 
livan for general Preſcot, being greatly in want of them, 
and under the neceſſity of appointing, pro tempore, ſome 
of the colonels to command brigades. 


I have the honour to be, &c. 'G.W. 


P. S. As two regiments from North-Carolina and 
three regiments more from Virginia are ordered here,—if 
they could embark at Norfolk, &c. and come up the. bay 
with ſecurity, it would expedite their arrival, and prevent 
the men from a long fatiguing march. "This however 


| ſhould not be attempted if the enemy have veſſels in the 


bay, which might probably intercept them. 


4 
SIR, News-York, September 7, 1776: 


THIS will be delivered you by captain Martindale 
and lieutenant Turner, who were taken laſt fall in the arm- 
ed brig Waſhington, and who, with Mr. Childs the ſecond 
lieutenant, have lately effeted heir eſcape from Halifax. 
Captain Martindale and theſe two officers have applied to 
me for pay from the firſt of January till this time : but, not 
conceiving myſelf authoriſed to grant it, however reaſona- 
ble it may be, as they were only engaged till the laſt of De- 
cember,—at their inſtance I have mentioned the matter to 
Congreſs, and ſubmit their caſe to their conſideration. 

I have the honour to be, &c. G. W 


Ss I R, NewsYork, Head- Duarters, September 8, 1776. | 


SINCE I had the honour of addreſling you on the 
fxth inſtant, I have called a council of the general officers, 
in order to take a full and comprehenſive view of our fitua- 
tion, and thereupon form ſuch a plan of future defence a5 


may be immediately purſued, and ſubje& to no other —__ 
atio 
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ation than a change of operations on the enemy's fide may 
occaſion. . | 

Before the landing of the enemy on Long-Ifland, the 
point of attack could not be known, or any fatisfa&tory 
judgment formed of their intentions. It might be on 
Long-Ifland, or Bergen, or direaly on the city. This | 
made it neceffary to be prepared for each, and has occa- 
fioned an expenſe of labour which now ſeems uſeleſs, and 
is regretted by thoſe who form a judgment from after- 
knowledes. Bur I truſt, men of diſcernment will think 
differently, and ſee that by ſuch works and preparations 
we have not only delayed the operations of the campaign 
till it is too late to effe&t any capital incurſion into the 
country, but have drawn the enemy's forces to one point 
and obliged them to [di/c/l/+] their plan, fo as to enable 
us to form our defence on ſome certainty. 

It is now extremely obvious from all intelſigence,— 
from their movements and every other circumſtance, — 
that having landed their whole army on Long-Iſland 
(except about four thouſand on Staten-Iſland) they mean 
to incloſe us on the iſland of New-York, by taking poſt in 
our rear while the ſhipping effeQtually fecure the front ; 
and thus, either by cutting off our communication with 
the country, oblige us to fight them on their own terms, 
or {urrender at diſcretion, —or by a brilliant ſtroke en- 
deavour to cut this army in pieces, and ſecure the col- 
leQion of arms and ſtores, which they well know we ſhall 
not be able ſoon to replace. | 

Having therefore their fyftem unfolded to us, it became 
an important conſideration how it could be moſt ſucceſs- 
fully oppoſed. On every ſide there is a choice of diffi- 
culties ; and every meaſure on our part (however painful 

. the reflection is from experience) to be formed with ſome 
apprehenſion that all our troops will not do their duty. In 
azliberating on this great queſtion, it was impoſſible to | 
forget, that hiſtory, our own experience, the advice of 
Our ablelt friends in Europe, the fears of the enemy, and 
even the declarations of Congreſs, demonſtrate, that on 
var fide the war ſhould be defenſive—(it has ever been 
called a war of polts)—that we ſhould on all occaſions 
od a general aQion, nor put any thing to the riſk, un» 


_ lefs 


Into open ground againſt their ſuperiors both in number 


. defence does not ſeem to be a fafhcient ftimuins when ſuc- 


| when they can avoid i, and their movements indicate that 
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leſs compelled by a neceſlity into which we ought never 
to be drawn. 

The arguments on which ſuch a ſy{tem'\ was founded 
were deemed unanſ{werable ; and experience has piven her 
ſanQion. With thele views, and being fully perſuaded that 
it would b2 preſumption' to draw out our young troops 


and diſcipline, I have nevet ſpared the ſpade and pickaxe, 
I confeſs I have not found that readineis to defend even 
{trong polts at all hazards, which 1s neceilary to derive the 
greateit benefit from thein. "The honour of making a brare 


ceſs is very doubtful, and the falling into the enemy's hands 
probable : . but I doubt not, this will be gradually attained, 
We are now in a ſtrong polt, but not an impregnable one, 
nay, acknowledged by every man of judginent to be unten- 
able, unleſs the eneray will make the atiack upon lines 
they mean to do 16. LSE 

To draw the whole army together in order to arrange 
the defence? proportionate to the extent of lines and-works, 
would leave the country open for an approach, and put the 
fate of this army and its ftores on the hazard of making a 
ſucceſsful. defence in the city, or the ine of aa engagement 
out of it. On the other hand, to abandon a city whicl 
has been by ſome deemed defenfible, and on has works 
much labour has been- bettowed, has a teadency to diſpintt 
the troops and enfeeble our cauſe. It has alfo been con- 
ſidered as the key to the northern country. But as t0 
that, 1 am fully of opinion that the eſtabliſhing of ſtrong 
poſts at Mount-Waſhington on the upper part of this 
iſland, and on the Jerſey fide oppoſite to it, with the ab 
filtance of the ob{tructions already made (and which may 
be improved) in the water, not only the navigation of 
Hudſon's-river, but an eafier and better communication 
may be more effefually ſecured between the northern and 
ſouthern States. This, I believe, every one acquainted 
with the ſituation of the country will readily agree t9 
and it will appear evident to thoſe who have an opportun- 
ty of recurring to good maps. Thek 
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Theſe and many other conſequences, which will be in- 
volved in the determination of our next meaſure, have 
given our minds: full employ, and led every one to form a 
judgment as the various objects preſented themſclves to 
his view. 

The poſt at Kingſbridge is naturally ſtrong, and 1s 
pretty well fortified : the heights about it are command- 
ing, and might ſoon be made more ſo. Theſe are im- 
portant obje&s, and I have attended to them accordingly. 
[ have alſo removed from the city all the ſtores and ame 
munition except what was abſolutely neceſſary for its de- 
fence, and made every other diſpoſition that did not eſ- 
ſentially interfere with that obje&t,—carefully keeping in 
view, until it ſhould be abſolutely determined on full 
conſideration, how far the city was to be defended at all 
events, 

In reſolving points of ſuch importance, many circum- 
ſtances peculiar to our own army alſo occur. Being only 
provided for a ſummer's campaign, their clothes, ſhoes, 
and blankets, will ſoon be unfit for the change of weather 
which we every day feel. At preſent we have not tents 
for more than two thirds, many of them old and worn out : 
but 1f we had a plentiful ſupply, the ſeaſon will not admit 
of continuing in them long. 'The caſe of our fick is alſo 
worthy of much conſideration. Their number, by the 
returns, forms at leaſt one fourth of the army. Policy 
and humanity require they ſhould be made as comfort- 
able as poſſible. | 
With theſe and many other circumſtances before them, 
the whole council of general officers met yeſterday in order 
to adopt ſome general line of condut to be purſued at this 
Important crifis, I intended to have procured their ſepa- 
ite opinions on each point ; but time would not admit. 
l was therefore obliged to colle&t their ſenſe more generally 
han I could have wiſhed. All agreed the town would 
ot be tenable if the enemy reſolved to bombard and can- 
nonade it : but the difficulty attending a removal operated 
i rongly, that a courſe was taken between abandoning 1t 
pally and concentring our whole ſtrength for its defence : 
E Were ſome a little influenced in their opinion, to whom 
" 02ermination of Congreſs was known, againſt an evac- 

vation 


. 
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uation totally, as they were led to ſuſpe&t Congreſs wiſhed 
it to be maintained at every hazard. 

It was concluded to arrange the army under three divi. 
ſions ;—five thouſand to remain for the defence of the 
city ;—nine thouſand to Kingſbridge and its dependencies, 
as well to poſſeſs and ſecure thole polts, as to be ready ts 
attack the enemy who are moving eaſtward on Long-Ifl. 
and, if they ſhould attempt to land on this fide ;—the re. 
mainder to occupy the intermediate ſpace, and ſupport ei- 
ther ;—that the ſick ſhould be immediately removed to 
Orangetown, and barracks prepared at Kingſbridge with 
all expedition to cover the troops. 

There were ſome general officers, in whoſe judgment 
and opinion much confidence is to be repoſed, that were 
for a total and immediate removal from the city,—urging 
the great danger of one part of the army being cut off be- 
fore the other can ſupport it, the extremities being at leal 
fixteen miles apart j—that our army, when colleQted, 
inferior to the enemy ;—that they can move with thetr 
whole force to any point of attack, and conſequently mul 
ſucceed by weight of numbers, if they have only a part t 
eppoſe them ;—that, by removing from hence, we deprive 
the enemy of the advantage of their ſhij-3, which wil 
make at leaſt one half of the force to attack the town ;— 
that we ſhould keep the enemy at bay, put nothing to tit 
hazard, but at all events keep the army: together, whid 
may be recruited another year ;—that the unſpent ſtors 


will alſo be preſerved ; and, in this caſe, the heavy artill- 


ry can alſo be ſecured. But they were overruled byi 
_ majority, who*thought for the preſent a part of our foict 
might be kept here, and attempt to maintain the city1 
while longer. | 
I am ſenſible a retreating army is encircled with dif 
culties ; that the declining an engagement ſubjects a gener 
al to reproach ; and that the common cauſe may be afle& 
ed by the diſcouragement it may throw over the minds a 
many. Nor am [I inſenſible of the contrary effects, if 4 
brilliant ſtroke could be made with any probability of ſuc 
ceſs, eſpecially after our loſs upon Long-Ifland. Bu 
when the fate of America may be at ſtake on the if1ue 


' When the wiſdom of cooler moments and experienced 3 
at 
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ave decided that we ſhould protra&t the war if poſhble, 
\ cannot think it>ſafe or wiſe to adopt a different ſyſtem 
\ when the ſeaſon for ation draws ſo near a cloſe. 4 

'That the enemy mean to winter in New-York, there 
can be no doubt :—that, with ſuch an armament, they can 
drive us out, is equally clear. "The Congreſs having: re- 
ſolved that it ſhould not be deſtroyed, nothing ſeems to 
remain, but to determine the time of their taking poſſeſ- 
fion. It is our intereſt and wiſh to prolong it as much as 
poſhible, provided the delay .does not affect -our future 
meaſures. | CE 

The militia. of Connecticut -1s reduced, from fix thou- 
ſand, to leſs than two thouſand, and in a few days will be 
merely nominal. 'The arrival of ſome Maryland troops, 
&c. from the flying camp, has in a great degree ſupplied 
the loſs of men : but the ammunition they have carried 
away will be a loſs ſenſibly felt. The impulſe for going, 
home was fo irreſiſtible, it anſwered no purpoſe to oppoſe 
it, Though I would not diſcharge, I have been obliged 
to acquieſce z and it affords one more melancholy proof, 
.how delufive ſuch.dependencies are. 

Incloſed T have the honour to tranſmit a general return, 
the firſt I have been able to procure for ſome time ; alſo 
a report of. captain Newel from our works at Horn's-hook 
or Hell-gate. "Their fitvation is extremely low, and the 
Sound {o very narrow, that the enemy have them much 
within their command. 1th | 

I have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


P. 8. The incloſed information this minute came to 
hand, I am in hopes we ſhall henceforth get regular in- 
telligence of the enemy's moyements. 


SIR, New-York, September 11,1796. 
I WAS yeſterday honoured with your favour of the 
eighth inſtant, accompanied by ſundry reſolutions of Con- 
preſs, to which I ſhall pay the {triceſt artention, and, in 


the inſtances required, make them the future rule of my 
conduR, | | 


Vor, I. : d 's The 
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'The mode of negociation purſued by lord Howe I did 


not approve of ; but as general Sullivan was ſent out upon 


the buſinefs, and with a meſſage to Congreſs, I could no 


conceive myſelf at liberty to interfere in the matter, as he 
was in the character of a priſoner, and totally fſubje& to 
their-power and direCtion. 

1: 'The liſt of priſoners, before omitted through hurry, is 
now incloſed ; though it will probably have reached Con- 
greſs before this. I ſhall write by the firſt opportunity for 
major Hawſackſe to repair to Philadelphia—(he is in the 
northern army ;)—and will alſo mention the ſeveral ap- 


.pointments in coniequience of colonel St. Clair's promos 


tion. | 

As ſoon .as generals Preſcot and M<Donald arrive, I 
ſhall take meaſures to adviſe general Howe of it, that the 
propoſed exchange for general Sullivan and lord Stirling 
may be carried into execution. | 

Since my letter of the eighth, nothing material has oc- 
curred, except that the enemy have poſleſſed themſelves 
of - Montezore's-Ifland, and landed a confiderable number 


of troops upon it. 'This iſland lies in the mouth of 


Haerlem-river, which runs out of the Sound into the 
North-river, and will give the enemy an eaſy opportunity 
of landing either on the low grounds of Morriſania, if their 
views are to ſeize and poſſeſs the paſſes above Kingſbridge, 


_ or {on (the-plains of Haerlem, if they deſign to 1otercept 


and cut off the communication between: ouy ſeveral poſts. 
Tam making every diſpoſition and arrangement that the 
divided ſtate of our troops will admit of, and which ap 
pear molt likely. and the beſt calculated to oppole thei 
attacks ; for T preſume there will be ſeveral. How the 
event will be, God only knows : but you may be aſſured 
that nothing in my power, circumſtanced as I am, ſhall 
be wanting, to effect a favourable and happy iflue. 

\ By my letter of the eighth you wouid perceive thak 
ſeveral of the council were, for holding the town, con- 
cciving it. practicable for ſame time. [Many of them 19: 
ypon Eeing our divided ſtate, have altered their opinion, 
and allow the ex ( dicncy and neceſſity of concentring. ow 
whole force, or drawing it more together. Convinced 0 
the propriety of this meaſure, I am ordering our gil 

| Y | aWaſy 


I] 


&n! 
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«way, except ſuch as may be rnaegg neceſſary to keep 


as long as any troops remain z that, if an evacuation of 
the city becomes inevitable (which certainly muſt be the 
caſe) there may be as little to remove as polhible. 


The incloſed packet contains ſeveral letters for particu- 


lar members of Congreſs and for ſome gentlemen. mm. Phyl- 
adelphia. They came to hand yeſterday, and: were 
brought from France by @ captain Levez lately adrived at 
Bedford m the Maſſachuſetts State. I muſt requeſt the 
fayour of you to open the packet, and to have the- letters 
put in a proper channel of conveyance to the gentlemen 
they are addrefled to. 


I have the honour to be, &c. G., W. 


- 


$IR, Head: © uarters, Nrw-Tarl, Sept, I 2, I7 -6. | 


HIS excellency being called from Head-Quarters to- 
day on bufineſs of importance which prevents lis writing, 
I therefore do myſelf the honour to inform Congreſs of 
what has happened ſince his letter of yeſterday. 

Laſt evening the enemy tranſported a number of men 
from Buchanan's to Montezore's-Ifland, and, by their 
leveral movements, more ſtrongly indicate their intention 
to land ſomewhere about Haerlem or Morriſania,—moſt 
likely, at both at the ſame time. This morning one of 
tne ſhips that have been for fome time in the Sound moy- 
ed down towards Hell-gate ; but, the tide leaving her, 
he could not get near enough to bring her puns to beat 
upon our fortification. If ſhe means to attack it, it is 
prodable ſhe will warp in the next tide. Their batteries 
nave Kept up a pretty conſtant fire againſt ours at- that 
place, but without any confiderable effett. This morn- 
ing they opened a new one. 

[ do not recolle& any other material occurrence, and 
ſhall only add, that I have the honour to be, &c. 

: R. H. Harr1$0N. 


IR, News-York, September 14, 1776+ 
 IHAVE been duly honoured with your fayour of the 
«th, with the reſolution of Congreſs which accompani- 


ed 
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cd it, and thank them for the confidence they repoſe in 
. my judgment reſpefting the evacuation .of the city, I 
could wiſh to maintain it, becauſe I know it to be of in. 
portance : but I am fully conyinced that it cannot be done, 
and that an attempt for that purpoſe, if perſevere in, 
ampht .and-molt certainly would be attended with conſe. 
quences the moſt fatal and alarming in their nature. 

Senfible- of ' this, ſeveral of the general officers, ſince 
the determination of the. council mentioned in my laft, 

petitioned' that a ſecond council might be called to re-con. , 
fider the propoſitions which had been before them upon 
the ſubject. Accordingly I catled one on the twelfth, 
whea a large majority not only determined a removal of 
the army prudent, but abſolutely neceſſary, —declaring they 
were entirely coavincgd, from a tyll and minute inquiry 
into our ſituation, thi it was extremely perilous ; and, 
from every movement of the enemy, and the intelligence 
received, their plan of operations was to get in our rear, 
and, by cutting of the communication with the man, 
oblige us to force a paſſage through them on the terms they 
wiſh, or to become priſonezs in ſome ſhort time for wan 
of neceilary ſupplies of proviſion. 

We are now taking every method in our power to 1t- 
move the ſtores, &c. in which we find almoſt infuperable 
difficulties. They-are ſo great and ſo numerous, that | 
fear we ſhall not effe&t the whole before we meet witl 
ſome interruption. I fully expeted that an attack ſome mi 
where would have been made Jaſt night. In that Ins N 
diſappointed ; and happy ſhall I be, if my apprehenſions 
of one to-night, or in a day or two, are not confirmed by 
the event. Te it is deferred a little while longer, I flatte! 
myſelf all will be got away, and our force be more con: 
centred, and of courfe more likely to reſiſt them wil 
ſucceſs. | 

Yeſterday afternoon, four ſhips of war, two of forty and 

two of twenty-eight guns, went up the Eaſt-river, palung 
between Governor's and Long-Ifland, and anchored abou 
2 mile above the city, oppoſite Mr. Siivanſent's, where te 
Roſe man-of-war was lying before. The deſign of the 
going not being certainly known, gives riſe to various 0 


jectures,—ſome ſuppoſing they are to cover the landing © 
21 part, 
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a rarty of the enemy above the city, —others that they are 


zre induſtriouſly trying to effe& by a pretty conſtant can- 
nonade and bombardment. 
| Before I conclude, I would beg leave to mention to 


tendance on the ſick 1s by no means adequate to their ſer- 


we are. under the neceſſity of ſubſtituting} in their place a 
number of men from the reſpeQive regiments; whoſe ſervice 
by that means is entirely loſt tm the proper line of their du- 
ty, and but little benefit rendered to the {ick. The officers 


have talked with upon the ſubje& all agree that they 


ſhould be allowed a dollar per week, and that for-leſs they 
cannot be had. 


Our ſick are extremely. numerous, and we find their re-. 


moval attended with the greateſt difficulty. It is a matter 
tiat employs much of our time and care ; and what makes 
t more diſtreſſing is the want of proper and convenient 
places for their reception.. I fear their ſufferings will be 
great and many. However, nothing on my part, that 
humanity or policy can require, ſhall be wanting to-make 
them — ſo far as the ſtate of things will ad- 
mit of, 


I have the honour to be, &c.. G. W.. 


l. Head- Quarters at Col. Roger Morris's Houſe, Sept. 16, 1776. 
L91R, 


ON Saturday: about ſunſet, fix more of the enemy's 


tween Governor's-Ifland and Red-hook, and went up the 
alt-river to the ſtation taken by thoſe mentioned in my- 
laſt. In half an hour I received two expreſſes, —one from. 
colonel Serjeant at Horn's-hook { Hell-gate] giving an 
«count that the enemy, to the amount of three or four 
ouland, had marched to the river, and were embarking 
. W 2 c | for. 


to affilt in deſtroying our battery at Horn's-hook, that they 
may have a.free and uninterrupted navigation uri the Sounds. 
It 18 an object of great importance to them, and what they 


Congreſs, that the pay now allowed to nurſes for their at-, 


vices; the conſequence of which is, that they are extremely 
difficult to procure :. indeed' they are not to be got ; and 
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'2S, one or two of which were. men-of-war, paſſed be- * 
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for Barns's or Montezore's-Ifland, where numbers of them 
were then encamped ; the other from general MiMin, thar 
uncommon and formidable movements were diſcovered 
among the enemy ; which being confirmed by the ſcouts 
I had ſent ont, I proceeded to Haerlem, where it was 
ſuppoſed (or at Morriſania oppoſite to it) the principal at- 
tempt to land would be made. However, nothing re 
markable happened that night : but in the morning they 
began their operations. 'Three ſhips of war came up the 
North-river as high as Bloomingdale, which pu a total 
ſtop to the removal, by water, of any more of our provi- 
- frons, &c. and about eleven o'clock thoſe in the Eaſt-river 
began a moſt ſevere and heavy cannonade, to fcour the 
grounds, and cover the Janding of their troops between 
'Turtle-bay and the city, where breaſtworks had been 
thrown up to oppoſe them. | 
As ſoon as I heard the firing, I rode with all poſlible 
diſpatch towards the place of landing, when, to my great 
ſurpriſe and mortification, I found the troops that had been 
bolted in the lines retreating with the utmoſt precipitation, 
and thoſe ordered to ſupport them ( Parfons's and Fellows's 
brigades) flying in every direQion, and in the greateſt con- 
| ſuſton, notwithſtanding the exertions of their generals to 
form them. I uſed every means in my power to rally and 
get them into ſome order : but my attempts were fruitlels 
_ and ineffectual 5 and on the appearance of a ſmall party of | 
the enemy, not more than ſixty or ſeventy, their diſorder BF 
increaſed, and they ran away in the greateſt confuſion, 
without firing a fingle ſhot. 
| Finding that no confidence was to be placed in thel: ; 
brigades, and apprehending that another party of the ene- t 
my might paſs over to Haerlem plains and cut off the re- | 
treat to this place, I ſent orders to ſecure the heights in ] 
the belt manner with the troops that were ſtationed on and WF þ 
0 
n 


near them ; which being done, the retreat was effeQcd 

with but little or no loſs of men, though, of a conſiderable 
part of our baggage—occaſioned by this diſgraceful and k 
 daftardly condu&t. Moſt of our heavy cannon, and a pa" a 
of of our ſtores and proviſions which we were about removinp cc 


was unayoidably left in the city, though every means hr ur 
| od W 
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it had been determined in council to evacuate the poſt) 
had been uſed to prevent 1t. | | 

We are now encamped with the main body of the-army 
on the heights of Haerlem, where I ſhoul& hope the ene- 
my would meet with a defeat in caſe of arr atiack, if the 
cenerality of our troops would behave with tolerable brave- 
ry. But experience to my extreme affliction has convinc- 
ed me, that this is rather to be wiſhed for than expected. 
However, I truſt that there are many who will a& like men, 
and ſhew themſelves worthy of the bleſſings of 'freedom... 

] have ſent out ſome reconnoitring parties to gain intel- 
ligence, if poſſible, of the diſpoſition of the enemy, and! 
hall inform Congreſs of every material event by the earlieſt 
opportunity. 

I have the honour to be, &c.. G. W. 
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HMead-Duarters st Col. R. Morris's Houſe, Sept. 18, 1776; 
$1R, 

AS my letter of the ſixteenth contained intelligence off 
an important nature, and ſuch as might Iktad Congreſs to 
expect that the evacuation of New-York and retreat to 
the heights of Haerkm, in the manner they were made, 
would be ſucceeded by ſome. other intereſting event, I beg 
leave to inform them that as yet nothing has beep attempt- 
ed upon a Jarge and peneral plan of attack. 

About the time of the poſt's deparfure with my letter, 
tie enemy appeared in ſeveral large bodies upon the plains 
about two and a half miles from hence. I rode - down 
t0 our advanced poſts, to put matters in a proper ſituation 
if they ſhould attempt to come on. When I arrived there 
1 heard a firing, which, I was informed, was between a 
party of our rangers under the command of lieutenant-col- 
one] Knolton, and an advanced party of the enemy. Our 
men came in and told me that the body of the enemy, who 
kept themſelves concealed, confiſted of about three hundred 
*3 Near as they could gueſs. I immediately ordered three 
companies of colonel] Weeden's regiment from Virginia, 
under the command of major Leitch, and coloae! Knolton 
with his rengers compoſed of yoluntcers from different 
New-England 
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New-England regiments to try to get in their rear, while 
a diſpoſition was making as if to attack them in front, and 
thereby draw their whole attention that way. |, 

This took effect as I wiſhed on the part of the enemy, 
Oa the appearance of our party in front, they immediately 
ran down the hill, took poſſeſhon. of ſame fences and buſh- 
es, and a ſmart firing began, but at too. great a diſtance to 
do much execution on either fide. The parties under col- 
onel: Knolton and major Leitch unluckily began their at- 
tack too ſoon, as it was rather in flank than in rear. Ina 
little. time major- Leitch was brought off wounded, having 
received three balls through his fide; and in a ſhort time 
after colonel Knolton got a wound which proved mortal. 
Their men however perſevered, and continued the engages 
ment with the greateſt reſolution. ; 

Finding that they wanted a ſupport, I advanced part of 
colon?! Griffith's and colonel Richardſon's Maryland regi- 
ments, with ſome detachments from the eaſtern regiments: 
who were nearelt the place of ation. 'Thele troops charg- 
ed the enemy with great-intrepidity, and drove them from 
the wood into the plain, and were puſhing them from 
thence (having filenced their fire in a great meaſure) when 
I judged it prudent to order a retreat, fearing the enemy: 
(as I have fince found was really the caſe) were ſending 
a large body to ſupport their party. | 

Major Leitch, I am in hopes, will recover : but colonel. 
Knolton's fall is much to be- regretted, as that of a brave 
and good officer. We had about forty wounded : the 
number of ſlain is not yet: aſcertained : but it is; very t- 
conſiderable. | 

By a ſergeant who deſerted from the enemy and came 
in this morning, I find that their party was greater than I 
imagined. It. conſiſted of the ſecond battalion of light i- 
fantry, a battalion of the royal. Highlanders, and three 
| companies of Heſhan riflemen, under the command of 
i brigadier- general Leſlie. 'The deſerter reports that their | 
ot loſs in wounded and miſſing was eighty-nine, and eight 
ie killed. In the latter, his account is too ſmall, as our peo- 
'i ple diſcovered and buried double that number. This af 
'H fair, I am in hopes, will be attended with many falutary 
0 conſequences, as it ſeems to have greatly inſpires te 
+ VW 0 
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whole of our troops. The ſergeant further adds that 
a conſiderable body of men are now encamped from the 
Eaſt ts the North-river, between the ſeven and eight-mile 
ſtones, under the command of general Clinton. General 
Howe, he believes, has his quarters: at Mr.- Apthorp's 
houſe, | 

I have the honour to be, &c.- G. W. 


P. S$. 1 ſhould have wrote to Congrefs by expreſs be- 
fore now, had I not expected the poſt every minute ; 
which, I flatter myſelf, will be a ſufhcient apology for my 
delaying it. "Phe late loſſes we have ſuſtained in our bag- 
gage and camp neceſſaries have added much to our diſtreſs 
which was very great before. I muſt therefore take the 
liberty of requeſting Congreſs to have forwarded as ſoon 


as poſhble ſuch a ſupply of tents, blankets, camp-kettles, 


and other articles, as can be colleted. We cannot be 
overſtocked. | | 


= P':ad-Duarters at Col. R. Morris's Houſe, Sept. 19, 1776. 
SIR, 

SINCE I had the honour of addrefſing you yeſter- 
day, nothing material has occurred. However, it is prob- 
able in a little time the enemy will attempt- to force us 
from hence, as we are informed they are bringing many of 
their heavy cannon towards the heights and the works we 


have throvin up. They have alſo. eight or nine ſhips of 


war in the North-river, which (it is faid) are to cannonade 
our right flank when they open their batteries againſt our 
front. Every diſyoſition is making on our part for de- 
tence: and Conprefs may be affured that I ſhall do every 
thing in my power to maintain the poſt ſo long as it ſhall 
appear practicable, and conducive to the general good. 


I have the honour to be, 5c. G. W. 
SIR, Ti-id- Buartcrs, Heights of Haerlem, Sept. 20, 1776. 
I HAVE been honoured with your favour of the fix- 
tenth with its incloſures. To prevent the injury and: 
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- abuſes which would ariſe from the militia and other troops 


carrying away ammunition and continental property, I have 
publiſhed the ſubſtance of the reſolves upon: the fubjeg in 
general orders. | 

Since my letter of yeſterday, nothing of importance haz 
caſt up. 'The enemy are forming a large and extenfive 
encampment in the plains mentioned in my Jaſt, and are 
bufily employed in tranſporting their cannon and flores 
from. Long-Ifſland. As they advance them this way, we 
may reaſonably expect their operations will not long be 
deferred. : 

Incloſed are ſundry letters, &c. to which Congpreſs will 


. be pleaſed to pay ſuch regard as ny may think them de- 
1 


ſerving of. The letter from- monſteur . . .. . came open 
under cover of one-to me, [Thoſe from colonel Hand 
and colonel Ward contain a liſt of vacancies in- their regj- 
ments, and of the perſons they eſteem proper to fill them, 
The former, I believe, returned no liſt before : the latter 
fays he neyer got any commiſhons. Generals Howe and 
Erſkine's proclamations ſhew the meaſures that have been 
purſued, to force and ſeduce the inhabitants of Long-Ifland 
from their allegiance to the States, and to aſſiſt in ther 
deſtruQion. | | 

As the period will ſoon arrive, when the troops com- 
poling the preſent army (a few excepted) will be diſband- 
ed according to the tenor of their enliſtments, and the moſt 
fatal.conſequences may enſue if a ſuitable and timely pro- 


vition is not made in this inſtance, I take the liberty 0f þ 


ſuggeiting to Congreſs not only the expediency but the 
abſolute neceſhty there is that their earlieſt attention ſhould 
be had to this ſubje&. In reſpe& to the time that troops 


' thould be engaged for, I have frequently given my ſenti: 


ments ; nor have I omitted to expreſs my opinon of the 
difficulties that will attend raiſing them, nor of the imprac- 
ticability of effeCting it without the allowance of a large 


and extraordinary bounty. 


It is a melancholy and painful confideration to thoſe 
who are concerned in the work and have the command 
to be torming armies conſtantly, and to be left by troops 
juſt when they begin to deſerve the name, or perhaps at 


moment when an important blow is expeQed. This, | 
am 
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am informed, will be the caſe at Ticonderoga with part of 
| the troops there, unleſs ſome ſyſtem is iramediately come 
| into, by which they can be” induced to ſtay. General 
Schuyler tells me in a letter received yeſterday,. that De 
Haas's, Maxwell's, and Wind's regiments ſtand engaged 
only till the beginning of next month, ' and that the men, 
he is fearful, will not remain longer than the time of their 
enliſtment. . 

I would alſo beg leave to miention to Congreſs, that the 
ſeaſon is faſt approaching when clothes of every kind will 
be wanted for the army. *'Pheir diſtreſs is already great, 
and will be increaſed as the weather becomes more ſevere. 
Our ſituation 1s now- bad, but is much better than that of 
the militia that are coming to Join us from the States 
of Maſſachuſetts-Bay and ConneQiicut in conſequence of 
the requiſition of Congreſs, 'They, I am informed, have 
not a {ingle tent or a neceſſary of any kind ; nor can I 
conceive how it will be poſſible to ſupport them. Theſe 
circumſtances are extremely alarming, and oblige me to 
with Congreſs to have all the tents, clothing of every kind, 
and camp neceſffaries, provided and forwarded, that are to 
be procured. - Theſe eaſtern reinforcements have not a 
lingle neceſſary, not a pan or a kettle, —in which we are ' 
now greatly deficient. It is with reluQance that I trouble 
Congreſs with theſe matters : but to whom can TI reſort 
tor relief unleſs to them ? The neceſſity therefore, which 
urges the application, will excuſe it, I am perſuaded. 

{ bave not been able to tranſmit Congreſs a general re- 
turn of the army this week, owing to the peculiar ſituation Fo 
of our affairs, and the great ſhifting and changing among i 
the troops. As ſoon as I can procure one, a copy ſhall be 
torwarded to Congreſs. | 

I have the honour to be, &c. | G. W; 
\ Þ,S. September 21, 1776. Things with us remaig 
1 the ſituation they were yeſterday. 
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SIR, Head-D uarters, Haerlem Heights, Sept. 22, 1776. | 

I HAVE nothing in particular to communicate to it 
"6 om reſpecting the ſituation of -our 4 tak it 1s much Lo 
te fanie 2s when 1 had-the honour of addreſſing you. laſts ay 
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On Friday night, about.eleven or twelve o'clock, a fire 


broke out in_ the city of New-York, near the new or $t. 
Paul's church, as itis:{aid, which contznued to burn pretty 
rapidly till after - ſunriſe the. next morning. I have not 
been informed how the accident happened, nor-received any 
certain account. of the damage. Report ſays. many. of the 


houſes between the Broadway .and the river were con- 


ſumed. * | 
I have the honour. to be, &c. .G. W. 
SIR, "Heads Quarters, Heerlem: Heights, Sept. 24,1196. 


THE poſt being about to depart, I have only time 
to add that no event of importance has taken place on 
this fide Hudfon's-river' ſince my laſt of the twenty-ſecond 


inſtant. | 


"The incloſed "letter, «received laſt night from general | 


Greene who now commands in the Jerſeys, will give Con- 
greſs all. the information'I*have- reſpecting; the. evacuation 
of Paulus-Hook and the landing of the enemy to poſleſsit. 

I this minute obtained a copy-of the. general return of 
our force, the. firſt I have bcen able to-procure - for ſome 
time paſt, which I do. myſelf the honour. of trauſnutting 
for the ſatisfaftion of Congreſs. ($141 

L am, Sir, with the greateſt refpe&t, &c.. GW. 

P..S. The thirteen militia regiments from Connedticnt 
being reduced to- a little more than ſeven - hundred men 
rank and file fit for duty, I have thought proper to dil 
charge the whole, to fave the States the -irumenſe charge 
that would arite: for officers? -pay. *Fhere are: many Mt 
litia too that have juſt come in, and-on their way from 
that State, none cf whom-are provided with a tent, 0r.4 


fipple camp utenſil, This diſtreſſes me beyond meaſure. 


SIR, 


FROM the hours allotted.to flgep I will borrow a 
ſew moments-to eonvey my thoughts on ſundry important 


watters to. Conpreſs,' T ſhall offer them with the _— 
A\ awhi 


Colonel Aferris's on the Heights of Haerlem, Sept. 24) 1776. . 
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which ought to charaReriſe a man of candour, and with 
the freedom which may be uſed in giving uſeful informa- 
tion without incurring the imputation of preſumption. 

We are now, as it were, upon the eve of another difſo- 
Jution, of our army. The remembrance of the difficulties 
which happened upon the occaſion aſt year, the conſe- 
quences which might have followed the change if proper 
advantages had been taken by the enemy, added to a 
knowledge of the preſent temper and ſituation of the troops, 
refle& but a very gloomy proſpe& upon the appearances of 
things now, and ſatisfy me beyond the poſiibility of doubt, 
that, unleſs ſome ſpeedy and effeftual meaſures are adopted 
by Congreſs, our cauſe will be loſt. 

[t is 1n vain to expect that any or more than a trifling part 
of this army will again engage in the ſervice on the encour- 
agement offered by Congreſs. When men find that, their 
townſmen and companions are receiving twenty, thirty, 
and more dollars, for a few months? ſervice (which is truly . 
the caſe,) it cannot be expected, without uſing compultlion 
and to force them into the ſervice would anſwer no valua- 
ble purpoſe. When men are irritated, and the paſſions in- 
flamed, they fly haſtily and cheerfully to arms : but after 
the firſt emotions are over * * *, a ſoldier, reaſoned with 

upon the goodneſs of the cauſe he is engaged in and the - 
neſtimable rights he is contending for, hears you with pa- 
tzence, and acknowledges the truth of your obſervations, 
but adds that it is of no more importance to him than 
others. The officer makes you the ſame reply, with this 
further remark, that his pay will not ſupport him, and he 
cannot ruin himſelf and family to ſerve his country, when 
every member of the community is equally intereſted and 
denefited by his labourg. * # * 

It becomes evidently clear then, that, as this conteſt is 
not likely to be the work of a day,—as the war muſt be 
carried on ſyſtematically, —and to do it you muſt have good 
"ncers,—there are, in my judgment, no other poſlible 
means to obtain them but by eſtabliſhing your army upon a 
permanent footing, and giving your officers good pay. 
This will induce gentlemen and men of charatter to en- 
3 and, till the bulk of your officers are compoſed of 
V. perſons as are aQuated by principles of honour and a 

vL, 1. X ſpirit 
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ſpirit of enterpriſe, you have little to expe& from them, 
They ought to have ſuch allowances as will enable them to 
live like and ſupport the characters of gentlemen, * * * 
Beſides, ſomething is due to the man who puts his life in 
[your] hands, hazards his health, and forlakes the ſweets 
of domeſtic enjoyment. Why a captain in the continen- 
tal ſervice ſhould receive no more than five ſhillings cur. 
rency per day for performing the ſame duties that an officer 
of the ſame rank in the Britiſh ſervice receives ten ſhillings 
ſterling for, 1 never could conceive, eſpecially when the 
latter 1s provided with every neceſſary he requires upon the 
belt terms, and the former can ſcarce procure them at any 
rate. There 1s nothing that gives a man conſequence and 
renders him fit for command, like a ſupport that render 
him independent of every body but the State he ſerves. 
With reſpect to the men, nothing but a good bounty can 
obtain them upon a permanent eſtabliſhment ; and for no 
ſhorter time than the continuance of the war, ought they 
to be engaged ; as fa&s inconteſtibly prove that the difh- 
culty and coſt of enliftments increaſe with time. When 
the army was firſt raiſed at Cambridge, I am perſuaded 
the men might have been got, without a bounty, for the 
war. After this, they began to ſee that the contelt was 
not likely to end ſo ſpeedily as was imagined, and to feel 
their conſequence by remarking, that, to get in the militia 
in the courſe of the laſt year, many towns were induced 
to give them a bounty. 
' Foreſeeing the evils reſulting from this, and the 6 
ſtructive conſequences which unavoidably would folloy 
ſhort enliftments, I took the liberty in a long letter (date 
not now recolle&ed, as my letter-book is not here) to rec: 
ommend the enliſtments for and during the war, aſſigning 
ſuch reaſons for it as experience has {ince convinced me 
were well founded. At that time, twenty dollars would 
1 am perſuaded, have engaged the men for this term. Dit 
it will not do to look back : and, if the preſent opportun") 
is ſlipped, 1 am perſuaded that twelve months more wal 
increaſe our difficulties four-fold. I ſhall therefore tak 
the freedom of giving it as my opinion, that a good boun 
be immediately offered, aided by the profſer of at lealt! 


hundred or a hundred and fifty acres of land, and a = 
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mY 


OFFICIAL LETTERS. 255 


clothes and blanket to each non-commiſſioned officer and 
ſoldier ; as I have good authority for faying, that, however 
high the men's pay may appear, it 1s barely ſufficient, in 
the preſent ſcarcity and dearneſs of all kinds of goods, to 
keep them in - clothes, much lefs afford ſupport to their 
families. | 

If this encouragement then is given to the men, and 
ſuch pay allowed the officers as will induce gentlemen of 
character and liberal ſentiments to engage, and proper care 
and precaution uſed in the nomination (having more re- 
gard to the charaQters of perſons that the number of men 
they can enliſt,) we ſhould in a little time have an army 
able to cope with any that can be oppoſed to it, as there 
are excellent materials to form one out of. But while the 
only merit an officer gr is his ability to raiſe men, — 
while thoſe men conſider and treat him as an equal, and 
(in the character of an officer) regard him no mgre than 
a broomſtick, being mixed together as one common herd, 
no order nor diſcipline can prevail ; nor will the officer 
ever meet with that reſpe& which is eſſentially neceſſary 
to due ſubordination. 

To place any dependence upon militia is afſuredly reſt- 
Ing upon a broken {taff,—men juſt dragged from the ten- 
der ſcenes of domeſtic life, —unaccuſtomed to.the din of 
arms,—totally unacquainted with every kind of military 
{kill ; which being followed by a want of confidence in 
themſelves, when oppoled to troops regularly trained, dif- 
ciplined, and appointed, ſuperior in knowledge and ſupe- 
r10r 1n arms, makes them timid and ready to fly from their 
own ſhadows. Beſides, the ſudden change in their man- 
ner of living (particularly in the lodging) brings on fick- 
neſs in many, impatience in all, and ſuch an unconquera- 
ble defire of returning to their reſpeive homes, that it 
not only produces ſhameful and ſcandalous deſertions - 
among themſelves, but infuſes the like ſpirit into others. 

\pain z men accuſtomed to unbounded freedom and no 
control, cannot brook the reſtraint which is indiſpenſably 
neceſſary to the good order and government of an army 
without which, licentiouſneſs and every kind of diſorder 
iumphantly reign. To bring men to a proper degree of 
ſubordination is not the work of a day, a month, or even 

a year : 
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a year : and, unhappily for us and. the cauſe we are enga- 


ged 1n, the little diſcipline I have been labouring to eſtab. 


liſh in the army under my immediate. command is in a 
manner done away, by having ſuch a mixture of troops az 
have been called together within theſe few months. 
Relaxed and unfit as our rules and regulations of war 
are for the government of an army, the militia (thoſe prop. 
erly ſo called ; for of theſe we: have two ſorts, the fix- 


months-men, and thoſe ſent in as a temporary aid) do not - 
think themſelves ſubje& to them, and therefore take liber. 
ties which the ſoldier is puniſhed for. This creates jeal. - 


ouſy : jealouſy begets diffatisfattions ; and theſe by de- 
' grees ripen into mutiny, keeping the whole army 1n a con- 
tufed and difordered (tate, —rendering the time of thoſe 
who with to ſee regularity aad good order prevail, more un- 
happy than words can deſcribe. Beſides this, ſuch repeated 
changes take place, that all arrangement is ſet at nought, 
and the conſtant fluQuation of things deranges every plan 
as faſt as adopted. . 


Theſe, Sir, Congreſs may be aſſured, are but a ſmall | 


part of the inconveniences which might be enumerated, 
and attributed to militia : but there is one that merits 
Particular attention, and that is the expenſe. Certain [ 
am, that it would be cheaper to keep fifty or a hundred 
thouſand in conttant pay, than to depend upon half the 


number and ſupply the other half occaſionally by- militia 


The time the latter are in pay before and after they are 


in camp, aſſembling and marching,—the waſte of ammu- } 


nition, the conſumption of ſtores, which, in ſpite of every 
reſolution or requiſition of Congreſs, they mult be furaiſt- 
ed with, or ſent home,—added to other incidental ex- 
penſes conſequent upon their coming and conduct in camp, 
ſurpaſſes all idea, and deſtroys every kind of regularity and 
?conomy which you could eſtabliſh among fixed and {ct- 


tled troops, and will, in my opinion, prove (if the icheme | 


is adhered to) the ruin of our caule. 
The jealoulics of a ſtanding army, and the evils to be 
| apprehended from one, are remote, and, in my judgment 
lituated and circumſtanced as we are, not at all to be 
dreaded : but the conſequence, of wanting one, according 


to my ideas formed from the preſent yiew of things, 5 
Certall 
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eertain and inevitable ruin. For, if I was called. upon to 
declare upon oath, whether the militia have been moſt 
ſerviceable or hurtful upon the whole, I ſhould ſubſcribe to- 
the latter. I do not mean by thts, however, to arraign the- 
conduct of Congreſs: in ſo doing I ſhould equally con- 
demn my own meaſures, if I did not my judgment : but 
experience, which is the beſt criterion to work by, ſo fully, 
clearly and deciſively reprobates the pratice of truſting to 
militia, that no man who regards order, regularity. and 
economy, or who has any regard for his own honour, char- 
ater, or peace of mind, will riſk them upon this iſſue, * * * 
An army formed of good officers moyes like clock-- 
work : but. there is no- ſituation upon earth leſs-enviable- 
nor more diſtrefling- thary that perſon's who is at the head- 
of troops who are regardleſs: of order and diſcipline, and: 
who are unprovided with almoſt every neceflary. In a 
word, the difficulties which have forever ſurrounded me 
ſince I have been in the ſervice, and kept my mind- con- 
ſantly upon. the ſtretch,—the wounds which my feelings 
(as an officer) have received by. a thoutand things which 
have happened contrary to my expeCtation and: wiſhes. 
+ * * _added to a conſcioufneſs of my inability to gov- 
ern an army compeſed-of fuch. diſcordant parts, and under 
ſuch a variety of intricate and perplexing circumſtances, —- 
induce not only a belief, but a thorough conviction-in my 
mind, that it will be impoſſible (unleſs there is a thorough 
change in our military ſyſtem) for me to conduct matters. 
ia ſuch a manner as to give fatisfaction to the public, 
which is all the recompenle I aim at, or ever wiſhed for. 
Before 1 conclude, I muſt apologize for the liberties” 
taken in this letter, and for the blots and ſcratchings there- 
0, not having time to give it more correatly. With truth I 
can add, that, with every ſentiment of reſpe& and eſteem, 
Lam yours and the Congreſs's molt obedient, &c. 
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SIR, Head-D uarters, Haerlem Heights, Sept. 25, 17 76. 
"I HAVING wrote you fully on ſundry important 
ubjeQs this morning, as you will perceive by the letter 
Wach accompanies this, I mean principally now to incloſe 
R 2 | ' a copy 


258 GCENERAL WASHINGTON 


a copy of a letter received from general Howe on Sunday 
morning, with the liſts of the priſoners in his hands,—qf 
thoſe in our poſſeſhon belonging to the army immediately 
under his command,—and of my anſwer, which were 
omitted to be put in the other. His letter will diſcover 
to Congreſs his refuſal to exchange lord Stirling for Mr. 
M-*Donald, confidering the latter only as a major.” They 
will be pleaſed to determine how he is to be ranked in 
future. | 

The number of priſoners according to theſe returns is 
greater than what we expe&ted. However, I am inclined 
. to believe, that, among thoſe in the liſt from Long-Iſland, 
are ſeveral militia of general Woodhulls party, who were 
never arranged in this army. As to thoſe taken on the 
fifteenth, they greatly exceed the number that I ſuppoſed 
fell into their hands 1n the retreat from the city. At the 
time that I tranſmitted an account of that affair, I had 
not obtained returns, and took the matter upon the offi 
cers? reports. 'They are difficult to get with certainty at 
any time. In the ſkirmiſh of Monday [nates they could 
have taken but very few. 

Before I conclude, I ſhall take occaſion to mention that 
thoſe returns made with ſuch preciſion, and the difficulty 
that will attend the propoſed exchange on account of the 
diſperſed and ſcattered {tate of the priſoners in our hands, 
will clearly evince the neceſſity of appointing commiſſaries 
and proper perſons to ſuperintend and condut in ſuch in- I 
ſtances. This I took the liberty of urging more than once, 
as well on account of the propriety of the meaſure and the 
{faving that would have relaked from it, as that the priſon- 
ers might be treated with humanity, and have their wants 
particularly attended to. | nu 

I would alſo obſerve (as I eſteem it my duty) that thi 
army 1s in want of almoſt every neceſſary,—tents, cap 
kettles, blankets, and clothes of all kinds. But what 150 
be done with reſpe&t to the two laſt articles, I knov 
not, as the term of enliſtment will be nearly expired 9 
the time they can be provided. * This may be exhibited 
as a further proof of the diſadvantages attending the ley 
ing of an army upon ſuch a footing 1s never to know MV 


to keep them without injuring the public or incommod's 
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the men. I have direQcd the. colonel or commanding 
officer of each corps to uſe his endeavours to procure 
ſuch clothing as is abſoiutely neceſſary : but at the ſame 
time 1 confeſs, that I do not: know how they are to be 


got. 
I have the honour to be, &c. G.W. 
Head- Puarters, Heights of Haerlem, September 27, 1776. 
SIR, 


I HAVE nothing in particular to communicate to . 
Congreſs by this day's poſt, as our ſituation is the ſame 
as when I laſt wrote. | | | 

We are now fitting on the buſineſs the committee came - 
upon, which, it is probable, will be finiſhed this evening. : 
. The reſult they will duly report upon their return. 

I received yelterday the incloſed declaration by a gen- - 
tleman from Elizabethtown, who told me many copies 
were found in the poſſeſſion of the ſoldiers. from Canada, 
that were landed there a day or two ago by general Howe's 
permiſion. I ſhall not comment upon it. It ſeems to be 
tounded on the plan that has been artfully purſued for ſome 
time paſt. 


I have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


P. S. The account of the troops, &c. in Canada, comes. 
from a perſon who is among the priſoners ſent from Can- 
ada. It was anonymous, nor do I know the intelligencer. 
According to him, the enemy in that quarter are ſtronger 
than we ſuppoſed, and their naval force much greater. on 
the lakes than we had any idea of, I truſt be has taken 
the matter up on the enemy's report. 


SIR, Heal- Duarters, Heights of Haerlem, Sept. 28, I776. 
| BEING about to croſs the North-river this morning 
n order to view the polt oppoſite, and the grounds be- 
tween that and Paulus-Hook, I ſhall not add much more 
than that I have been honoured with your favour of the 
wenty-fourth and its (zveral incloſures ; and that. ſince 
My letter of yeiterday, no important event has taken Ne” 
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As colonel Hugh Stephenſon, of the rifle regiment or- 
dered lately to be raiſed, is dead according to the infor- 
mation { have received, I would beg leave to recommend to 
the particular notice of Congreſs captain Daniel Morgan, 
Juſt returned among the priſoners from Canada, as a fit 
and proper perſon to ſucceed to the vacancy occaſioned by 
his death. "The preſent field-officers of the regiment can- 
not claim any right in preference ts him, becauſe he ranked: 
above them, andas a captain, when he firſt entered the 
ſervice. His condut as an officer, on the expedition 
with general Arnold laſt fall,—his intrepid behaviour in 
the aſſault upon Quebec, when the brave Montgomery 
fl, —the inflexible attachment ke profeſſed to our cauſe 
during his impriſonment, and which he perſeveres in,— 
added to theſe, his refidence- in the place colonel Stephen. 
ſan came from, and his intereſt and influence in the ſame 
_ circle, and with fach men as are to compoſe ſuch a regi-: 
ment,—all, in my opinion, entitle him to the favour of 
Congreſs, and lead me to believe that in: his promotion 
the States will gain a good and valuable officer for the 
ſort of troops he is particularly recommended to com- 
man, = 


I have the honour to be, &c.. G. W. 


SIR,  Head- Duatters, Heights of Faerlem, Sept. 30; 1776. 

SINCE I had the honour. of addrefiing you laſt, 
nothing of importance has tranſpired : though from ſome 
movements yeſterday on the part of the enemy, it would 
ſeem as if ſomething was intended. 

The incloſed memorial, from lieutenant-colonel Shep- 
hard of the fourth regiment, I beg leave to ſubmit to the 
conſideration of Congreſs, and ſhall only add that I could 
wiſh they would promote him to the command of the regt- 
ment and ſend him a commiſhon, being a good and valua- 
ble officer, and eſpecially as the vacancy is of a pretty long 
ſtanding, and I have not had (nor has he) any intelligence 
from colonel Learned himſelf, (who had the command, 
and who obtained a diſcharge on account of his indiſpoſi- 


tion) of his deſign to return, I have alſo incloſed a _ 
7 rom 
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fom captain Ballard, which Congreſs will pleaſe to de- 
termine on, the ſubje& being new and not within- my au- 
thority. . 6 
I have the honour to be, &c. G. W- 
'P.S; A commiſſion was ſent for colonel Learned; 
which is now in my hands, having received no application,: 


or heard from him fince it came. 
A 


SIR,. Head- Duarters, Haerlem Heights, 02. 2, 1776. 


I DO myſelf the honour of tranſmitting to you the” 
incloſed letter from lieutenant-colonel Livingſton, with 
ſundry copies of general Delancey's orders, which diſcover' 
the meaſures the enemy: are purſuing on Long-lfland for” 
railing recruits and obtaining ſupplies of provitions. In con- 
ſequence of the intelligence they contain; and authentic' 
advices through other channels reſpeCting theſe matters, I 
| have ſent brigadier-general George Clinton to meet gener- 
al Lincoln, who has got as far as Fairfield with part of the. 
troops lately ordered. by the Maſſachuſetts afſembly, to 
concert with him: and others- an expedition acroſs the 
Dound with thoſe troops, three companies under colonel 
Livingſton, and ſuch further aid as governor 'Irumbull- 
can afford, in- order to prevent if poſſible their: effeting 
thoſe important objeQs, and to'afſiſt the inhabitants in the' 
removal of their ſtock, grain, &c. or in deſtroying them,. 


that the enemy may not derive any advantage or benefit: 


from them. 

The recruiting ſcheme they are proſecuting with un- 
common induſtry ; nor is it confined to Long-Hhand alone. 
Having juſt now received a letter from the committee of 

Welt-Chelter county, adviſing that there are feveral com- 
| Panies of men in that and Ducheſs county preparing to go 
of and join the king's army, I have given direQtions to 
our puard-boats and the centries at our works at Mount 
Welhinpgton to keep a ſtrict look-o:t in caſe they attempt 
to come down the North-river ; alſo to general Heath at 
Kingferidpe, that the utmo!t v.gilance may be obſerved by 
the regiments and troops ſtationcd above there and down 

| towards 
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towards the Eaft-river, that they may intercept them, 
ſhould they tak that route with a view of croſhng to Long- 
Iſland. I wilt vſe every precaution in my power to pre- 
vent thoſ: parricides from accompliſhing their deſigns : but 
I have but little hopes of ſuccets, as it will be no difficult 
matter tor them to procure a paſſage over {ome part or 
other of the Sound. 

I have been applied to lately by colonel Weedon of Vir- 


ginia, for permiſhon to recruit the deficiency of men in his 


regiment out of the troops compoſing the flying camp,—. 


informing me at the fame time that ſome of thoſe from 
Maryland had offered to engage. Colonel Hand of the 


_ rifle battalion made a ſimilar application to-day. If the 


enliſtments could be made, they would have this good 
conſequence,—the ſecuring of ſo many in the ſervice, 
However, as the meafure might occaſion ſome uneaſineſs 
m their own corps, and be conſidered as a hard{hip by the 
States to which they belong, and the means of their fur- 
niſhing more than the quota exacted from them in the 
eneral arrangement, and would make it more difficult 
ja them to complete their own levies, I did not conceive 
myſelf at liberty to authoriſe it without ſubmitting the pro- 
priety of it to the conſideration of Congreſs, and obtain- 
ing their opinion whether it ſhould be allowed or not. 

I have incloſed a liſt of warrants granted from the fec- 
ond to the thirtieth ultimo incluſive, the only return of the 
ſort that I have been able to make fince the reſolution tor 
that purpoſe, —owing to the unſettled ſtate of our affairs 
and my having ſent my papers away. You will alſo re- 


ceive ſundry letters, &c. from general Schuyler, which 


came under cover to me, and which I have the honour of 
forwarding. 
By & letter jult received from the committee of ſafety of 


the State of New-Hampſhire, I find a thouſand of their 
militia were about to march on the twenty-fourth ultimo 


to reinforce this army in conſequence of the requiſition of 


Congrefs. Previous to their march, general Ward writes 
me he was obliged to furniſh them with five hundred 
pounds of powder and a thouſand pounds of muſket-ball; 
and I have little reaſon to expe that they are better pro: 


vided with other articles than they were with ammunition 
| | q 
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In ſuch caſe they will only add to our preſent diſtreſs 
which is already far too great, and become diſguſted with 
the ſervice, though the time they are engaged for 1s only 
till the firſt of December, 'Vhis will injure their enliſting 
for a longer term, if not wholly prevent it. 

By three deſerters who came from the Galatea man-of- 
war about five days ago, we are informed that ſeveral tranſ- 
ports had failed, before they left her, for England, as it 
was generally reported, in order to return with a ſupply of 
proviſions, 'of which they ſay there ts a want. General 
Mercer, in a letter, informed me that general 'Thompſon 
ſaid he had heard they were going to diſmiſs about a hun- 
ded of the ſhips from the ſervice. TI am alfo adviſed by 
a letter from Mr. Derby at Boſton, of the twenty-ſixth 
ultimo, that, the day before, a tranſport ſnow had been 
taken and ſent into Piſcataquaby a privateer, in her paſſage 
from New-York to the Weſt-Indies. © She failed with five 
more under the convoy of a man-of-war, in order to bring 
from thence © the troops that are there, to join general 
Howe. They were all viQualled for four months. 
From this intelligence it would ſeem as if they did not 
apprehend any thing to be meditating againſt them by the 
court of France. 

Ofober 3. I have nothing in particular to commuy- 
nicate reſpeCting our ſituation, it being much the ſame as 
when I wrote laſt. We had an alarm this morning a lit- 
tle before four o*clock, from ſome of our out-centries, 
who reported that a large body of the enemy was advan- 
cing towards our lines. "This put us in motion: however, 
it turned out entirely premature ; or at leaſt we ſaw noth- 
inp of them. ; 


[ have the honour to be, &c. G, W. 


SIR, | | Haerlem, Oftober 4, 1776. 

BEFORE I knew of the late reſolutions of Con- 
gre!s which you did me tht honour to incloſe in your let- 
ter of the twenty-fourth, and before I was favoured with 
the viſit of your committee, I took the liberty of giving 
r0u my ſentiments on ſeveral points which ſeemed to be 
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' of importance. TI have no doubt but that -the committee 
will make-{uch.report of the ſtate and -condition .of the 
army, as will induce Congreſs to believe that nothing but 
the molt vigorous -exertions can .put matters -upon ſuch a 
footing as to give this continent a fair proſpe& of ſucceſs, 
Give me leave to fay, Sir,—I ſay-it with due deference 
and reſpect (and my knowledge of the facts, added to the 
1mportance of the cauſe, and the ſtake I hold in it, 
muſt juſtify the freedom, )—that your affairs are in a more 
unpromiſing way han you ſeem to apprehend. 

Your army, as I mentioned in .my laſt, is on the ere 
_ of its political diſſoJution. Tue 1t is, you have voted a 
larger one.in lieu of;it : but the-ſeaſon is late -; and there 
8 a material difference between voting of battalions and 
raiſing of men. In the latter there are more difficulties 
than Congreſs are aware of ; which makes it my. duty 
(as I have been informed of the prevailing ſentiments of 
this army) to inform them, that, unleſs the pay of the.of- 
ficers, eſpecially that of -the -feld-officers, is raiſed, the 
Chief part of thoſe that are worth retaining will leave the 
ſervice atthe expiration of the preſent term, as the ſoldiers 
will alſo, if ſome greater encouragement is not offered them 
than twenty dollars and a hundred acres of land. 


Nothing leſs, in my epinion, than a ſuit of clothes an- 


nually given to each-non-commiſhoned officer and ſoldier, 
in addition to the pay and bounty, will avail ; and I quel- 
tion whether that will do, as the enemy (from the infor- 
mation of -one John Maſh, who, with {ix others, was ta- 
ken by our guards) are giving ten pounds bounty for re- 
cruits, and have got a battalion under major Rogers nearly 
completed upon Long- Iſland. - | 

-Nor will leſs pay, according to my judgment, thao 
have taken the liberty of mentioning in the incloſed eſti 
mate, retain ſuch-.officers as we could with to have contin- 
ued. The difference per month in each battalion will 
amount to better than a hundred pounds. To this may 
be added the pay of the ſtaff-officers ; for it is preſumable 
they will alſo require an augmentation : but, being few 18 
number, the-ſum will not be greatly increaſed by them 
and conſequently is.a matter of no great moment : but it 
is 2 matter of no ſmall importance to make the ſeyeral of 
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kces defirable. When the pay and eſtablifhment of an 
officer once become-objedts of intereſted attention, the ſloth, 
negligence, and even diſobedience of orders, which at this 
time but too generally prevail, will be purged off. But 
while the ſervice is viewed with indifference, —while the 
officer conceives that he is rather conferring than receiving 
an obligation,—there will be a total relaxation of all order 
and diſcipline, and every thing will move heavily on, to 
the great detriment of the ſervice, and inexpreſhble trouble 
/ and vexation of the general. | 
The critical ſituation of our affairs at this time will juſ- 
tify my ſaying that no time is to be loſt in making of fruit- 
leſs experiments. An unavailing trial of a month to get 
. an army upon the terms propoſed may render it impra&tt- 

cable to do it at all, and "prove fatal to our cauſe ; as I 
am not ſure whether any rubs in the way of our enliſt- 
ments, or unfayourable -turn-in our affairs, may not prove 
the means of the enemy recruiting men faiter than we do. 
To this may be added the inextricable difficulty of form- 
ng one corps out of another, and arranging matters with 
any degree of order, in the face of :an enemy who are 
watching for advantages. 

At Cambridge, laſt year, where-the officers (and more 
than a ſufficiency -6f them) were all upon the ſpot, we 
found it a work of ſuch extreme difficulty to know their 
ſentiments (each having ſome terms to propoſe) that 1 
deſpaired once of getting the arrangements completed : 
and I do ſuppoſe, that at leaſt a hundred alterations took 
place before matters were finally adjuſted. What muſt it 
be then under the preſent regulation, where the officer is 
t0 negoctate this matter with the State he comes from, 
Gtant perhaps two or three hundred miles ?—ſome of 
whom, without leave or licenſe from me, ſet out to make 
perſonal application, the moment the reſolve got to their 
_ What kind of officers theſe are, I leave Congreſs 
9 juage. LS | 

If an officer of reputation (for none other ſhould be ap- 
plied to) is aſked to ſtay, what anſwer can he give, but 
n the firſt place, that he does not know whether it is at 
15 Option to do fo, no proviſion being made in the reſolu- 
con of Congreſs, eyen recommendatory of this meaſure ; 
Vou, I, * conſequently, 
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conſequently, that it refts with the State he comes fron 
(ſurrounded perhaps with a variety of applications, and 


influenced probably by local attachments) to determine 


whether he can be provided for or not ? In the next place, 
& he is an officer of merit, and knows that the State he 
comes from is to furniſh more-battalions than it at preſent 
has in the ſervice, he will ſcarcely, after-two years? faith. 


| ful ſervices, think of continuing in the rank he now bears, 


when new creations are to'be made, and men appointed to 
offices (nowiſe ſuperior in merit, and ignorant perhaps of 
ſervice).over his head. A committee ſent to the army 
from each State, may .upon the ſpot fix things with a de- 
gree of propriety and certainty, and is the only method [ 
can ſee of bringing matters to a decifion with reſpe& 19 


the officers of the army, But what can be done in the 


mganwhile towards the arrangement in the country, 1 
know not. In the one caſe you run the hazard of lobn 

ur officers ; in the other, of encountering delay, unlels 
ome method could be deviſed of forwarding both at the 
ſame inſtant. Oe? 

Upon the preſent plan, I plainly foreſee an intervention 
of time between the old and new army, which mult be 
ga up with militia (if to be had) with whom no man who 
has any regard for his own reputation can undertake to be 
anſwerable for conſequences. I ſhall alſo be miſtaken nn 
my conjectures, if we do not loſe the moſt valuable of- 
cers in this army, under the preſent mode of appointing 


; them ; conſequently, if we have an army at all, it will be Þ 


compoſed of materials not only entirely raw, but (if uv 
common pains are not taken) entirely unfit : and I ſe 
ſuch a diſtruſt and jealouſy of military power, that the 
commander in chief has not an opportunity, even by ec 
ommendation, to pive the leaſt affurances of reward for 
"the molt effential ſervices. In a word, ſuch a cloud 
perplexing circum{tances appear before me, "without one 
flattering hope, that I am thoroughly convinced, unlek 
the molt vigorous and deciſive. exertions are immediate! 
adopted to remedy theſe-evils, that the certain and ab 
lute loſs of our liberties will ve the inevitable conſequences 
as one unhappy. ſtroke will throw a powerful weight 
the ſcale agaiait us, caabling general Howe to recrutt hi 


aj 
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army as faſt as we ſhall ours,—numbers' being diſpoſed 
[to join him]. and many aCtually doing ſo'already. Some 


of the moſt probable remedies, and ſuch as experience has 


brought to my more intimate knowledge, I have taken the 
liberty to point out :- the reſt 1 beg-leave to ſubmit to the 
conſideration of Congreſs.” 

T aſk pardon for taking up ſo much of their time with 
my opinions. But I ſhould betray that truſt which they | 
nd my counitry have repoſed in me, were I to be filent 
unon'a matter ſo extremely intereſting. With the moſt 
perfe&t eſteem, I have the honour to be, 8&c. G. W. 


— 


SIR, Head- DP uarters, Haerlem Heights, O. 5,1776, 

I WAS laſt night honoured with your favour of the 
kcond with ſundry reſolutions of Congreſs. * * ® 

In reſpe& to the exchange of priſoners, I fear it will be 

a work: of great . difficulty, owing to their diſperſed and 

ſcattered ſituation throughout the States, 

fe it I have wrote to the eaſtern governments to have | 


| them rolle&ed, ant to tranſmit me an account of their 


number, diſtinguiſhing the names and ranks of the field and 
commiſhoned officers, and the corps they belong to. I 
have alſo wrote to governor Livingſton of the Jerſeys up- 
on the ſubje&, and muſt take the liberty of requeſting Con- 
preſs to give direQtions that & ſimilar return may be made 
of thoſe in Pennſylvania and Maryland, and for their be- 
ng brooght to Brunſwic, that they may be ready to be 
exchanged for an equal number of thoſe of the fame rank. 

I obſerve, by the reſolve of the twenty-ſtxth ultimo, that 
the exchange 1s particularly dire&ted to be made of the of- 
icers and ſoldiers taken on Long-Ifland. But ſhould not 
that follow the exchange of thoſe officers and men who 
ave lately returned from Quebec, whoſe impriſonment has 
ween much longer, and whoſe ſervice has not been leſs 
vere, and, in many inſtances, condutted with great in- 
repidity ? I have had many applications fince their arrival, 
by waich they claim a kind of preference as far as their 
timber and the circumſtances of their rank will _—__ 

. an 


In order to ef- . 


—_ 


268 GENERAL WASHING TON's 


and which I thought it my duty to mention, that I may 
obtain ſome direCtion upon the ſubjeR. 

You will obſerve by a paragraph of a letter received yef: 
terday from general Howe, a copy of which you have at 
length, that the non-performance of the agreement between 
captain Forſter and general Arnold, by which the latter 
{tipulated for the return of an equa] number of officers and 
priſoners in oar hands for thoſe delivered him, is confider- 
ed in an unfayourable light, and entirely imputed to me, 
as having the chief command of the armies of the States, 
and a controlling power over general Arnold. 'The point- 


_ ed manner in which Mr. Howe is pleaſed to expreſs him- 


ſelf, could not perſonally affe& me, ſuppoſing there had 
been no good grounds for the treaty not being ratified, 
having been nothing more than an in{trument of conveying 
to him the reſolutions formed upon the ſubje&, * * * 

However, I would beg leave to obſerve, from the letters 
from the hoſtages, —from what has been reported by others 
rwR_"_ captain Forſter's having uſed his endeayoars to 
reltrain the ſavages from exerciſing their wonted barbaritis, 
though in ſome inſtances they did,—his purchaſing ſome 
of the priſoners for a pretty conſiderable premium,—but, 
above all, from the delicate nature of ſuch treaties, and be- 
cauſe the non-obſervance of them muſt damp the ſpirits 6f 
the officers who make them, and add aMlition to the mil- 
fortunes of thoſe whom neceſlity and the nature of the cale 
force into captivity to give them a ſanCtion by a long and 
irkſome confinement, —for theſe reaſons and many more 
that will readily occur, I could wiſh Congreſs to re-conkid- 
er the matter, and to carry it into execution. _ 

I am ſenſible the wrong was originally in their employ: 
ing lavages, and that whatever cruelties were committed 
by them ſhould be eſteemed their own acts : yet, perhaps 
in point of policy, it may not be improper to overlook 
het infractions on their part, and to purſue that mode 
which will be the moſt likely to render the hardſhips 18- 
cident to war moſt tolerable, and the greateſt benefits i0 
the. State. 

I have ventured to ſay thus much upon the ſubje&t from 


a regard to the ſervice, and becauſe ſuch gentlemen of the 
army 
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army as I have heard mention it ſeem to wiſh the treaty 
- had been ratified rather than diſallowed. EE 
Incloſkd is a liſt of vacancies in the third regiment of: 

Virginia troops, in part occaſioned by the death of major 

Leitch who died of his wounds on Tueſday morning,——. 

and of the gentlemen who ſtand next in regimental order,. 

and who are recommended to ſucceed: to them. You will 

obſerve that captain: John Fitzgerald'is faid to be appoint- 

ed to the duty of major. This I have done in order, be- 
ing the oldeft captain-in-the regiment, and, I believe, an offi- 
cer of unexceptionable merit, and as it was highly neceſſary 
at this time to have the corps-as well and fully officered as 
poſſhble. There is-alfo a vacancy in the firſt continental 
battalion by the promotion of lieutenant Clarke to a major- 
ity in the flying camp, to which colonel Hand has rec- 
ommended William. Patten to ſucceed, as you will per- 
ceive by his letter incloſed. Bang 

I have taken. the liberty to tranſmit-a plan for eſtabliſh- 
ng a corps of engineers, artificers, &c. ſketched out by 
colone] Putnam, and which is propoſed for: the confidera- 
tion of Congreſs. How far they may incline to adopt it, 
or whether they may chooſe to proceed upon ſuch: an ex- 
tenſive ſcale, they will be pleaſed to determine. However, 
| conceive it a. matter well - worthy of their conſideration, 
deing convinced from experience, and from the reaſons 
ſuggeſted by colonel Putnam: who has ated with great 
uligence and. reputation in: the buſineſs, that ſome eſtab- 
lihment of the ſort is highly neceſſary, and will be pro- 
duttive of the moſt beneficial conſequences. 

if the propoſition is-approved by Congreſs, I am inform. - | WW 
ed by good authority that there-is a gentleman in Virginia, ' 
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know him myſelf; but am intimately acquainted with him 
in bis private character, as a man of underſtanding and of 
200d behaviour. I would ſubmit his merit to the inquiry 
of Congreſs 3 and if he ſhould. anſwer the report 1 > 
Y 3. ad 


wu the colony ſervice, John Stadler, eſquire, a native of | | 
Germany, whoſe abilities in this way are by no means in- | Ft 
conſiderable. I am told he was an engineer in the army 'Y [2 
under general Stanwix, and'is reputed to be of ſkill and ] | 
ingenuity in the profeſhon. In this capacity I do not ; | 
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had of him, I make no doubt but he will be ſuitably pro. 
vided for. : | 

' The convention of this State have lately ſeized and had 
appraiſed two new fhips, valued at fix thoufand two hun. 
dred and twenty-nine pounds York currency, which they 
have ſent down for the purpoſe of finking, and obſtruQing 
the channel oppoſite Mount-Waſhington. The price being 
high, and the opinions various as to the neceſhty of the 


meaſure, fome conceiving the abſtruftion nearly fufficient | 


already, and others that they would render it fecure, [ 
would wiſh to have the dire&ion of Congreſs upon the ſub- 
je@ by the earlieſt opportunity, thinking myſelf, that, if 
the enemy ſhould attempt to come up, they ſhould be uſed, 


' fooner than to hazard their paſſing. I muſt be governed 


by circumſtances, yet hope for their ſentiments before any 
thing is neceſſary to be done. | 

Sundry diſputes having ariſen of late between officers of 
different regiments and of the ſame rank, reſpeCting the 
right of ſucceſſion to ſuch vacancies as happen from death 
or other cauſes, —ſome ſuggeſting that it ſhould be in a co- 
lonial line and governed by the priority of their commiſſons; 
others, that it ſhould be- regimentally,—and there being 
an inſtance now before me, between the officers of the Vir 
ginia regiments, occaſioned by the death of major Leitch; 
it has become abſolutely neceſſary that Congreſs ſhould 
determine the mode by which promotions are «o be regi- 
lated, —whether colonially and by priority of commiſhons, 
or regimentally, reſerving a right out of the general le 
they adopt, to reward for particular merit, or of withhold 
ing from office ſuch as may not be worthy to ſucceed. 

I have only propoſed two modes for their conſideration 
being fatisfied that promotions through the line (as the 
are called) can never take place without producing diſcord, 
jealouſy, diſtruſt, and the moſt fatal conſequences. 11 
ſome of my letters upon the ſubje&t of promations, and one 
which I had the honour of addreſſing to the board of wat 
on the thirtieth ultimo, I adviſed that the mode ſhoull 
be rather praiſed thau reſolved on : but I am fully cor 
yinced now of the neceſlity there is of ſettling it 1n ones 
the two ways I have taken the liberty to point out, ® 


under the reſtriftions I haye mentioned ; or the di I 
ap 
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and applications will be endleſs, and attended with great 
inNCONVENLENcCes. 


I haye the honour to be, &c. BOS. + W. 


SIR, Head-Duarters, Heights of Haerlem, 08. 7, 177 6. 


I DO myſelf the honour of tranſmitting to you a 
copy of a letter from the comte D*Emery, governor-gen- 
eral of the French part of St. Domingo, which I received 
yeſterday, and alſo my anſwer, which I have incloſed and 
kft open for the confideration of Congreſs, wiſhing that it 
may be ſealed if they approve of the fieur De Chambeau's 
| releaſement, which I think may be attended with many 
valuable conſequences. If Congreſs concur in ſentiment. 


with me, they will be pleaſed to give direQtion for his 


paſſage by the firſt opportunity to the French iſlands : if 
they do not, I ſhall be obliged by your returning my letter. 


[ have alſo the pleaſure of incloſing a copy of a letter. 


from monſieur P. Pennel, which came to hand laft night, 
and which contains intelligence of an agreeable and inter- 
eſting nature, for which I beg leave to refer you to the 
copy. The polite manner in which monfieur Pennel has 
requeſted to be one of my aides-de-camp demands my 
acknowledgments. As the appointment will not be at- 
tended with any expenſe, and will ſhew a proper regard 
for his complaiſance and the attachment he is pleaſed to 
expreſs for the ſervice of the American States, I ſhall take 
the liberty of complying with his requiſition, and tranſmit 
lum a brevet commiſſion, provided the ſame ſhall be agree- 
able to Congreſs. Their ſentiments upon this ſubject you will 


be kind enough to favour me with by the firſt opportunity. 


The incloſed letter for the fieur De Chambeau you wall 
pleaſe to forward to him (if he is to be enlarged) after 

cloling it. | 
Before I conclude, I muſt take the liberty to obſerve 
that I am under no ſmall difficulties on account of the 
French gentlemen that are here in conſequence of the 
| commiſhons they have received, —having no means to. 
employ them, or to afford them an opportunity of ren- 
deting that ſervice they themſelves wiſh to give, or which 
perhaps 
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perhaps is expeRted by the public. Their want of our 


to be raiſed, according to the ranks they would with them 
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language is an objection to their being joined to any of 
the regiments here at this time, were there. vacancies, and - 
not other obſtacles. "Pheſe conſiderations induce me to 
wiſh that Congreſs would adopt and point out ſome par. 
ticular mode to be obſerved reſpeAting them. What it 
ſhould be, they will be beſt able to determine. But to 
me it appears tat their being here now can be attended 
with no. valuable conſequences, and that, as the power of 
appointing officers for the new army is veſted in the con- 
ventions, &c. of the ſeveral States, it will be neceſſary for 
Congreſs to dire& them to be provided for in the regiments 


to bear—(or. I am convinced they will never be taken in, 
fet their merit be what it may;)—or to form them into a 
diſtin corps which may 'be increaſed in time. They 
ſeem to be genteel, ſenſible men ; and I have no doubt of 
their making good officers as foon as they can learn as 
much of our language as to make themſelves well under- 
ſtood : but, unleſs Congreſs. interfere by their particular 
direQtion to the States, they will never be incorporated in 
any of the regiments to be raiſed : and, without they are, 
they will. be entirely at a loſs, and in the moſt irkſcme 
fituation, for ſomething to do, as they now are. 

I have the honour to be, &c. EI © 2. © 


STR, Head- Duarters, Haerlem Heights, 08. 8, 1170. 
SINCE I had the: honour.of writing you yeſter- 
day, I have been favoured with a letter from the honour- 
able council of Maſſachuſetts-Bay, covering one from 
Richard Derby, eſquire, a copy of which. is herewith 
tranſmitted, as it contains intelligence of an important and- 
intereſting nature. 
As an exchange of priſoners is about to take place, I | 
am induced, from a queſtion ſtated in a letter I received 
from governor Trumbull this morning, to aſk the opinion 
of Congreſs, in what manner the States that have had the 
care of them are to be reimburſed the expevſes incurred 


on-their account. My want of information 1n this inſtance, 
or 
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or whether any account is to be ſent in with the priſoners, 
would not allow me to give him an anſwer, as nothing. 
that I recolle& has ever been ſaid upon the ſubjet; He 


alſo mentions another matter, viz. whether ſuch privates as-. 


are mechanics, and others who may defire to remain with 
us, ſhould be obliged to return. In reſpe& to the latter, 
I conceive there can be no doubt of our being under a 
neceſſity of returning the whole, a propoſition having been 
made on our part for a: general exchange, and that agreed- 


' to: beſides, the balance of priſoners is greatly againſt us;- 


and I am informed it was particularly ſtipulated by gen- 
eral Montgomery, that all thoſe that were taken in Canada 
| thould be exchanged whenever a cartel was ſettled for the 
ole. | 

Under thefe circumſtances, I ſhould ſuppoſe the ſeyeral- 
committees having the care of them ſhould be inſtructed: 
to make the moſt exa& returns of the whole, however wil- 
ling a part ſhould be to. continue with us. At the ſame” 
time I ſhould think it not umproper to inform them of the. 
reaſons leading to the meaſure, and that they ſhould be in- 
vited to eſcape afterwards, which, in all probability, they- 
may efte&t without much difficulty if they are attached to- 
us, extending their influence to many more, and bringing; 
them away alſo. | 


The ſituation of our affairs and the preſent eſtabliſhment. 


of the army requiring our moſt vigorous exertions to en- 
gage a new one, I preſume it will be neceffary to furniſh 
the pay-maſter-general as early as poſhble with money to 
pay the bounty, lately reſolved on, to ſuch men as will 
enliſt, Prompt pay perhaps may have a happy effect, and: 
duce the continuance of ſome who are here : but with- 
out it, I am certain that nothing can be done ; nor have 
ve time to loſe in making the experiment. But then it 
may be aſked, who is to recruit ? or who can conſider 
themſelves as officers for that purpoſe, till the conventions 
of the different States have made the appointments ? 
Yeſterday afternoon the exchange between lord Stirling 
and governor Browne was carried into execution ; and his 
lordihip is now here. He confirms the intelligence men- 
boned by captain Souther, about the tranſports he met, by 
*K arrival of the Daphne man-of-war (a twenty-gun ſhip) 
a few 
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a few days ago, with twelve ſhips under her convoy, having p 
light-horſe on board. They failed with' about twenty in n 
each, and loſt about eighty in their paſſage, beſides thoſe 


in the veſſel taken by captain Souther. He further addz pl 
that he had heard it acknowledged more than once, that, th 
in the ation of the ſixteenth ultimo,” the enemy had a if 
hundred men killed, —about fixty Highlanders of the for- to 
ty-ſecond regiment, and forty of the hght-infantry. This be 
confeſſhon coming from themſelyes, we may reaſonably T 
_ conclude, did not exaggerate- the- number, * * * ou 
Ofober 9. About eight o'clock this morning, two Inc 
ſhips, of forty-four guns each (ſuppoſed tor be the Roebuck fed 
and Phenix,) and a frigate of twenty guns, with three rel 
or four tenders, got under way from about Bloomingdale 
where they had' been lying ſome time, and ſtood with an lal 
eaſy ſoutherly breeze towards our chevaux-de-friſe, which the 
we hoped would hare . intercepted their paſſage while our i #e< 
batteries played upon them : but, to our ſurpriſe and mor- Iti 
tification, they ran throagh without the leaſt difficulty, and ver 
without receiving any apparent damage from .our forts, Wi #3] 
though they kept up a heavy fire from both fides of the tor: 
river. 'Their deſtination or views cannot be known with UPC 
certainty : but moſt probably they are ſent to ſtop the not 
navigation, and cut off the "Bberc of boards, &c. which def 
we ſhould have received, and of which we are in great for 
need. 'They are ſtanding up, and I have diſpatched an ( 
expreſs to the convention of this State, that notice may Poi 
be immediately communicated to general Clinton at the The 
Highland fortifications, to put him on his guard in caſ Vane 
they ſhould have any deſigns againſt them, and that pre- the 
cautions may be taken to prevent the craft belonging to orde 
the river falling into their hands. to t] 
I have the honour to be, &c. G. W. - 
Wl 
K Cang 
; rea 
SIR, Fead- Quarters, Hoerlem Heights, Of.11, 1716. to d 
I BEG leave to inform you, that, ſince my letter of of 
the eighth and ninth inſtant which T had the honour 0 ble, 
addrefling you, nothing of importance has occurred, exct}' oy | 


that the ſhips of war which I then mentioned, in the! 
, | pallagt 
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afage up the river, took a loop that was at anchor off the 
mouth of Spitendevil, and two of our row-galleys which 
they out-ſailed. The crews, finding that they could not 
prevent them falling into the enemy's hands, ran them near 
the ſhore, and effected their own eſcape. From the inte]- 
hoence I have received, the ſhips are now Jying at Tarry- 
town, without having landed any men (which ſeemed to 
he apprehended by ſome) -or attempted any thing elle. 
Their principal views, in all probability, are, to interrupt 
our navigation, and to receive ſuch diſaffefted perſons as 
incline to-take part againſt us. . The former they will ef- 
{e& beyond all queſtion ; and I fear that ther expeCtations 
reſpefing the latter will be but-too Fully anſwered. 

Ofoter 12. The incloſed .copy of a letter received 
laſt night from the convention of this State will ſhew you 
the apprehenſions they are under on account of the dilaf- 
feed among them. T have ordered up a part of the mt- 
litia from Maſſachuſetts under - general Lincoln, to pre- 
rent, if poſſible, the conſequences which they ſuggeſt may 
happen, and which there is reaſon to believe the conſpira- 
tors have in contemplation, I am perfuaded that they are 
upon the- eve of breaking out, and that they will leave 


nothing uneſſayed that will diſtreſs us and favour the. 
dehipns of the enemy, as ſoon as their ſchemes are ripe | 


for it. 

Ofover 13. Yeſterday the enemy landed at Frog's 
Point, about nine miles from hence, further up the Sound. 
Their number we cannot aſcertain, as they have not ad- 
vanced from the point,—which is a kind of iſland, —but 
the water that ſurrounds it is fordable at low tide. TI have 
ordered works to be thrown up at the paſſes from the point 
to the main, From the great number of loops, ſchooners, 
and nine fhips, that went up the Sound in the evening, 
lull of men, and from the information of two deſerters who 
cane over laſt night, I have reafon to believe that the 
preate(t part of their army has moved upwards or 1s about 
'0 99 it, purſuing their original plan of getting in our rear, 
and cutting off our communication with the country. 

The grounds from Frog's-Point are ſtrong and defenſ- 
le, being full of ſtone fences, both along the road and 
acroſs the aczacent fields, which will render it difficult for 

| | artillery, 
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artillery, or indeed a large body of foot, to advance in any 
' regular order, except -through the main -road. Our men 
who are poſted on the paſſes ſeemed to be in great ſpirits 
when I left them laſt night. | 

I have the honour to be, &c. : G.V. 


SIR, Head Duarters, Haerlem Heights » 08. 14,1 176, 


HIS excelleney having gone this morning to viſt our 
_ Poſts beyond Kingſbridge and the ſeveral paſſes leading 
from Frog's-Point -and the necks adjacent, I have the 
honour to inform you by:his command, that no intereſting 
event has taken  place*ſince .hisletter by yeſterday's poſt 
Every day's intelligence from the convention of this State 
holds forth diſcoveries of new plots and of new conſpi- 
cies. ' Some of the members ſeem to apprehend that inſur- 
-rections are upon the eve of breaking out, and have ſug- 
geſted the neceſlity of ſeizing and ſecuring the paſſe 
through the Highlands, leſt the diſaffeted ſhould do it. 
Their preſervation being-a matter of the greateſt import 
ance, his excellency, notwithſtanding the ſituation we are 
in with reſpe& to troops, has-detached colonel Taſh with 
His regiment, lately from New-Hampfhire, ia addition to 
the militia mentioned in his laſt, with directions to recene 
-orders from the. convention, as:to the ſtation.and poſts he 
is to OCEuPpy. | | 
There are now in our pofleſhon ſeveral perſons, inhabit 
ants of this State, who had engaged to-join the enemy, and 
were intercepted in going to them. . 'There are al two 
who confeſs they have-been with them, and that they had 
aftually engaged in their ſervice ; but, finding the terms 


SS 5 > no woot mts. Bi. a cc a... 


(the bounty, pay, &c.) .not ſo advantageous as they & vo 
pected from the information they had received, they we" ani 
induced to return. As the affairs of this govelMment att thi 
in a precarious ſituation, and ſuch as, the convention the Car 
ſelves ſeem to think, forbid their interpoſition farther thi | 
taking meaſures to apprehend them, his excellency wo tar 


-with to obtain the ſentiments of Congreſs, and their direc: 


tion upon a ſubjea ſo extremely critical and delicate, ® 
\ W 
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which, in the conſideration of it, involves many important 
conſequences. . 


Your fayour of the nioth, with its ſeveral incloſures, his 


excellency received yeſterday morning by the expreſs, who 
—__— immediately on his journey. | 

Oaober 17. IT am direted by his excellency to ac- 

quaint you that we are again obliged to change our _ 


ſition, to counterat the operations of the enemy, Declin- 


ing an atzack ypon our front, they have drawn the main 
body of their army to Frog's-Point, with a deſign of hem- 
ming us in, .and.drawing a line in our rear. "Vo prevent 


the conſequences which would but too probably follow the 


cxecution-of their ſcheme,. the general ofhicers determined 
yelterday.that our forces muſt be .taken from hence, and 
extended towards Eaſt and Weit-Cheſter, ſo Ts to out- 
flank them. General Lee, who arrived on Monday, has 
ſtrongly urged the abſolute neceſſity of the meaſure. Tt ts 
propoſed to Jeave a garriſon at Fort-Waſhington, and to 
maintain it 1f poſſible, ia order to preſcrve the communica- 


tion with the Jerſeys. They are landing their artillery | 


and waggons upon the Point ; and there are now feveral 
boats paſhng up the Sound, full of men. 
I have the honour to be, &c. R. H. Ilazzrrsox. 


P, S. The poſt having not.come in ſin:e Sunday, till 
to-day, has been the occaſion of not writing to you fince 
tnat time. He was expected as uſual ; which prevented 
an expreſs being ſent. 3 


=p 


SIR, Huaerlem Heights, Cftgber 18, 1716. 


I WAS yeſterday morning konovred with your fa- 
vour of the fiſtcenth, with the reſolutions of the eleventh 
and fourteenth. "Toe latter, by which Congreſs have au« 
thoriſed :me to appoint monſizur Pennel a-brevet aide-de- 
camp, claims a return of my acknowledgments. 

Laſt night I received_.a letter from Mr. Varick, ſecre- 
ry to general Schuyler, incloſing a copy of one from gen- 
tral Arnold to general Gates. The intelligence tranſmit- 
ted by general Arnold being of an extremely intereſting 
and important nature, I thought it adviſeable to forward the 

on, 1. ſame 
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fame immediately by exprels. You have a Copy herewith, 
which contains the particulars, and to which I beg leaye 
to refer you. . | | | 

The accounts tranſmitted yeſterday by poſt will inform 
you of the movements of the enemy, and of the meaſures 
judged neceſfary to, be purſued by us, to countera® their 
deſigns. I have nothing to add on this head, except that 
ten or eleven ſhips, which have been prevented paſſing 
Hell-gate for two or three days for want of wind, are now 
| under way, and proceeding up the Sound. Amongſt them 
| | there appear to be two frigates : the reſt probably have in 
| ſtores, &c. Ly 
1 '  _  Incloſed is a copy of the laſt general return I have been 
1 able to obtain. It only comes down to the fifth inſtant: 
x the ſituation of our affairs, and the almoſt conſtant neceſſ- 
4 ty of ſending detachments from one place to another to 
= | watch the enemy's motions, have prevented the officers 
J from making them with regularity. | 

I have the honour to be, &c. G.W. 


| — | HO he 


King ſoridge, Oftober 20, 1176, half after one o'clock, P. M. 


I HAVE it in command from his excellency to tranſ- 
mit you the incloſed copies of diſpatches which juſt nov 
came to hand, and which contain intelligence of the molt 
intereſting and important nature reſpe&ing our affairs it 
the northern department. His excellency would hare } 
wrote himſelf, but was going to our ſeyeral poſts, when the 
expreſs arrived. 

The enemy are purſuing with great induſtry their plan 
of penetrating the country from the Sound, and of forming 
a line in our rear. They are now extended from Frog's 

' Point to New-Rochelle, from whence it is generally con 
jeured they mean to take their route by way of the 
White-Plains, and from thence to draw a line to the Nortt- 
river. We on our part have drayn our whole force, © 
cept the regiments intended to parrifon Fort-Waſhingto) 
from the iſland of New-York; and have poſſeſſed our elves 
of the heights, paſſes, and advantageors grounds,. betwee® 
Ld doors 


| 
; = 
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New-Rochelle where the van of their army now lies, and 
the North-river. They will in all probability attempt to 
effet their purpoſe by moving higher up. Tf they do, our 
prevent their outflanking us. he # 
On Friday, one of their advanced parties, near Eaft- 
Cheſter, fell in with part of colonel Glover's brigade, and 
a ſmart and cloſe ſkirmiſh enſued, in which, I have the 
pleaſure to inform you, our men behaved with great cool- 
neſs and intrepidity, and drove the enemy back to their 


forces will move. accordingly, it being a principal obje& to. 


main body. - | 
I have the honour to be, &c. . R. H. HarkI80N. 
SIR, Head-D uarters, Valentine's Hill, 08. 21, 1176. 


HIS excellency being-abſent on a viſit to the ſeveral 
polts on the left of our lines and at the White-Plains, I 
have the honour. to inform you, by-the favour of colonel! 
Whipple, that, /fince my letter of yeſterday, no. event of 
importance has occurred. : 


TI have the honour to be, &c., bh H. Hazkri$0N. 
To the Board of War. | 
GENTLEMEN, Camp on Palentines Hill, Of. 22, 1776. 


I AM dire&ted by his excellency, whoſe buſineſs has 
called him from hence, to acknowledge his receipt of your 
favours of the twelfth and fifteenth inſtant, and to inform 
| you in anſwer to the firſt, that he will mention the caſe of 

the French gentlemen to general Lee, and obtain his opin- 
10n as to the beſt mode of providing for them in a uf-fal 
Way. The horſes belonging to the light dragoons who 
were taken, he thinks, will be very ſerviceable ; and he 
will write to general Ward or one of the agents to pur- 
Chaſe them. t 
In reſpe& to your requiſition for an immediate return of 
Yrdnance ſtores, his excellency ſays it cannot poſſibly be 
complied with in the preſent unſettled ſtate of the army. 
© In 
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ln order to effe&t the good purpoſes you have in view, he 
would take the liberty to recommend the eſtabliſhing of 
magazines of ammunition and other ordnance ſtores in prop. 
er places of ſecurity, from whence ſupplies could be oc- 
calionally drawn. As large quantities are conſtantly in 
demand in time of war, he does not conceive your proyi- 
fion in theſe inſtances can be too great. a 
He will dire@ the regimental returns in future to include 
arms and accoutrements, and the commiſffary-pgeneral to 
tranſmit monthly liſts of rations. He thinks the regulation 
extremely proper, though he apprehends the information to 
be premature reſpeCting the over-quantity fuggeſted'to hare 
been drawn, having heard no ſuſpicion of the ſort in this 
army of late. NN 


I have the honour to be, &c. R, H. Hazz0n 
t 
| t 
SIR, Head-Duarters, White-Plains, OR. 25, 1116. MF: 
THE whole of our army is now here and on the 0 
neighbouring heights, except the troops left at Mount-Waſh- n 
ington and Kingſbridge, (about fourteen hundred at the t 

former, and fix hundred at the latter) and general Lee's 
divifion which now forms the rear, and which is on thei th 
march. Our removal, and that of the ſtores, have beet Ne 
attended with a great deal of trouble, owing to the ſcarcity er 
and difficulty of procuring waggons. However, they art T 
nearly effefed, and without any loſs. 'The general officer tw 
are now reconnoitring the ſeveral paſſes leading from tht pc 
enemy, that the moſt important may be immediately ſecut h 
ed. The ſituation of their army remains nearly the fame br 
as when I had the honour of addrefling yon on the twenty the 
firſt inſtant, Tt differs in nothing unleſs it is that the ab 
:nain body is more colle&ed about New-Rochelle. A fk ed 
of their troops are extended as far as Momarioneck. ent 
On Monday night a detachinent of our men, under th gen 


command of colonel Hazlet, was ſent out to ſurpriſe and 
cut off major Rogers, if poſſible, with his regiment whic 
was poſted there. By ſome accident or other the exped 
tion did not ſucceed ſo well as I could have wiſhes 
However, eur advanced party, lcd on by major Green? 
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the firſt Virginia regiment, fell in with their out-guard, and 
brought off thirty-l1x priſoners, ſixty muſkets, and ſome 
blankets. The number killed is not certainly known : but, 
it is reported by an officer who was there, that he counted 
about twenty-five. Our loſs, two killed, and ten or twelve 
wounded ; among the latter, major Greene, whoſe recoy- 
ery is very doubtful. | | 
On Wedneſday there was alſo a ſmart ſkirmiſh between a 
party of colonel Hand's riflemsn,—about two hundred 
and forty, —and nearly the ſame number of Heſhan chal- 
ſeurs, in which the latter were put to the route. Our men 
buried ten of theny on the field, and took two: priſoners, 
on: badly wounded. We ſuſtained no other loſs than 
taving one lad wounded, ſappoſed mortally. - 
The ſhips of war that are in the North-river fell down, 
| yeſterday morning or the evening before, to Dobbs's ferry, 
to- prevent our bringing ſtores from below by water, and 
_ the removal of thoſe: that are landed there. As ſoon as 
' the waggons, employed in bringing the baggage and ſtores 
of general Lee's diviſion, are diſengaged, they will be 
mmediately fent to- aſſiſt- thoſe already there to remove 
them, : 

On Saturday night we had the: misfortune to loſe one of 
the new ſhips intended to be ſunk for ob{trutting the chan- 
nel. She parted her cables in a ſevere-{quall, when prop- 
erly ballaſted, and: bilged as foon as the ſtruck the ſhore. 
The other ſhip was fink well ; and. yeſterday morning 
= brigs, both: ready, were ſent down: for the ſame-pur- 
poſe, - 

. About two: o'clock this afternoon, intelligence was 
brou. ht to head-quarters that three or four detachments of 
the enemy were on their march, and had advanced within 
about four miles of this place. Tt has been fully confirm- 
ed lince by a variety of perſons who have been out to rec- 
ennoitre, Their number cannot be aſcertained : bur it is 
generally conjetured that the detachments are or will be 
ſucceeded by as many columns compoſing their main body, 
Our drums have beat to-arms, and the men are ordered to 
their ſeveral poſts. Moſt probably ſome important event 
is upon the eve of taking place : Fs it will be vitory 
in favour of our arms. General Lee, with his diviſion, 
has not got up ; but I hear he 1s on his march. 


£2 " Experiment 
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a 
[| | 
| Experiment having proved it difficult, if not impoſlible, * 
ti to prevent the enemy from poſſeſſing the navigation of the 
| North-river, and rendering. the communication and inter. 
courſe between the States divided by it extremely hazard. 
ous and precarious by means of their ſhips of war, it has 

| become a matter of important conſideration how to remedy 
| | the evil, and to guard ayainſt the conſequences which may 
| reſult from it. I am charged by his excellency to men- 


i tion it to Congreſs as a matter that has employed much of 
lf his thought, and that ſeems worthy of their moſt ſerious 
[| | attention. He has communicated it to ſeyeral of the gen- 


* _ eral and other officers, and to many gentlemen of ſenſe and 
Fl diſcernment, who all agree with him, not only upon the 
[1 propriety but the abſolute neceſſity that two diftin& armies 
vl - ſhould be formed, —one to.a& particularly in the States 
which lie on the eaſt, the other in thoſe that are on the 
ſouth of the river ;—the. whole however to be raiſed on a 
general plan, and not to be confined to any particular place 
by the terms of enliſtment. Theſe matters, —the apparent 
difficulty and perhaps impraQticabtlity of ſuccours being 
thrown acroſs the river while the enemy can command it,— 
have induced his excellency to ſubmit the meaſure to their 
conſideration, not knowing how their operations may be 
directed, and foreſceing that innumerable evils may anſeil 


a reſpe&able force is not appointed to oppoſe their arms P, 
whereſoever they are carried. _ 5 

I have the honour to be, in great haſte, &c. tw 

R. H. Hark1S08 Ti 

| ou 

| | | rec 

3 © ONS OO White- Plains, October 29, 1716. Wi the 

THE fitvation of cur affairs not permitting his ex- Fe 

: 


 cellency to write himſelf, I have it in charge to inform 
you, that, on yeſterday morning about ten o'clock, the 9 
enemy appeared in ſeveral large columns in our front, and, 


from their firſt movements, ſeemed as if they meant an #- utn 
_ tack there. . However, halting for a little time, their main ' I 
body filed off to our left, and preſently began a moſt ſeyere ut 
and inceſſant cannonade at a part of our troops. who had gon 
taken poſt on a hill, with a view of throwing up ome lines na 
At the ſame time they advanced in two diviſions, and, . Oo 


-ter a ſmatt engagement for about a quarter of an m 


I obliged our men to give way. 6 
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Our loſs is not certainly known ; but, from conjeure, 
is hetween four and five hundred in killed, wounded, and 
miſſing. What theirs was, we have not heard. | 

After gaining the hill, (upon which they are entrenching) 
and leaving a ſufficient number of men and artillery to 
prevent our repoſiefiing it, they proceeded to advance by 
- our left 3 and, as far as I can diſcover, their poſts or. en- 
campments now form nearly a ſemicircle. It is evident 
their deſign is to get in our rear according to their original 
plan. Every meaſure is taking to prevent them : but the 
removal of our baggage, &c. is attended with infinite diffi- 
culty and delays. | | 

Our poſt, from its ſituation, is not ſo advantageous as 
could be wiſhed, and was only intended as temporary, and 
occafional, till the ſtores belonging to the army, which had 
been depoſited here, could be removed. The enemy com- 
ing on ſo ſuddenly has diſtreſſed us much. They are now 
cloſe at hand, and moſt probably will in a little time com- 
mence their ſecond attack : we expett it every hour :— 
perhaps it is beginning : I have juſt heard the report of 
lome cannon. TI have the honour to be, &c. 


R. H. Haxrisox. 


SIR, | ' White-Plains, Oftober 31, 1776+ 
SINCE LI had the honour of addreſſing you on the 
twenty-ninth inftant, no event of importance has occurred. 
The enemy are throwing up ſome lines -and redoubts in 
our front, with a view of cannonading as ſoon as they are 
ready ; and at the ſame time are extending their wings far- 
ther by our ripht and left. It is ſuppoſed that one of their 
obje&ts is to advance a part of their troops, and ſeize on 
the bridge over Croton river, that the communication may 
? cut off with the upper country. To prevent this, a part 
of our force is detached, with orders to proceed with the 
utmoſt expedition, and to ſecure the paſs, if poſſible. 

We are trying to remove, to guard againſt their deſigns, 
but are greatly impeded by "ea of the ſcarcity of wag- 
$0ns 1n proportion to our baggage and ſtores. Every ex- 
tion has been employed to obtain a fufhciency ; but they 
cannot be had in this part of the country. The quarter- 
walter has ſent to ConneQicut to get a ſupply, 1f-poſhble. 


ur 
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; Our army is decreaſing faſt. Several gentlemen, who 
| have come to camp within a few days, have obſerved large 
| numbers of militia returning home on the different roads: 
I Ror are any meaſures taken as'yet to raiſe the new army, 
IH no commiſſions having come from the States to appoint or 
[ ſignify the nomination of their officers. If this was done, 
4 perhaps many who are now here might be induced to en- 
gage : but at preſent there are none authoriſed to recruit, 

His excellency would have wrote himſelf by the perſon 
who carries this (to the care of general Greene ;) but 
his attention 1s totally engaged in ordering the affairs of 
the army, and the b.ſt mode for its remoyal. 

I have the. honour to be, &c. R. H. Harts0y, 


— 


SIR, = Witte-Plains, Novemder 1, 1116, 
I AM direQted by his excellency to acknowledge his 
receipt of your favour of the twenty-eighth. ultimo which 
came to hand yeſterday evening, and' to tranſmit you a 
_ Copy of the letter I had the honour of writing you by the 
Boſton expreſs by his command. Had the expreſs beci 
charged with no other letter, the loſs would not have been 
attended with any material irjury to us or advantage t0 
the enemy, provided it ſtould come to their hands : but 


ing nature, the miſcarriage of which gives him much cot- 
cern. As the bundle was taken away in ſo ſudden and 
ſecret a manner, I fear there is but little hope of recoret- 
ing it, —being done moſt probably for the expreſs purpoſe 
of furniſhing the enemy with intelligence, and a ſtate 
our army. Beſides his excellency's letters, the moſt mir 
terial of which was to Mr. Rutledge, there were five C 
fix more from the gentlemen of his family. 
My letters of the twenty-ninth and of yeſterday, who 
E had the honour- of addreiling you, will give a pretty full 
account of our ſituation, and of every matter reſpeCting thi 
army antecedent to this date. I only omitted to mentoF 
that we have taken thirteen of the Waldeckers, and that 
for ſeveral days paſt, our ſcouting parties have brou ht 10 
one, two, or. three priſoners. In addition to thele, V 
hare every day a deſerter or two. wg 


there were others from his excellency, of a very interel I 
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About ſix o'clock this morning, a ' meſſenger arrived 


from lord Stirling (who is with his-brigade between two 
and three miles from White-Platns, on our Tight, and rath- 
er nearer the North-river) with intelligence that the enemy 
were advancing towards him in two columns. 'This in- 
formation has carried his excellency and aides out. The 
reſult of their movement I have not heard : but moit likely 
they are purſuing their original defign of getting by our 
flanks and ſeizing the heights above us. Every precaution 
is taking to prevent them, and to hurry away our ſtores t9 
a more mtcrior part of the country. 

[ have the honour to be; &c. Ri H. HarrisoON, 


P.S. His-excelſency has juſt returned, andſays the. 


alarm. was premature. It aroſe from ſome. of lord 'Stir- 
ling's advanced guards ſeeiag a body of our men” who had 
been ordered to reinforce him, who were ſuppoſed to be 


the enemy. His — is very apprettenſive that the. 
e 


army will be greatly diſtrefled for want of proviſion, par- 
ticularly in the article of flour, owing to the water convey- 


ance, both in-the North and Eaſt river, being in the enemy's 


poſſeſſion. He. has wrote to the convention of this-State, 
and direted Mr.. Trumbull; that their utmoſt exertions in 
this inſtance may be uſed. "There is-a good deal of flour 
on the Jerſey fide : but there 1s' no other way to pet it, 
but by carting and ferrying it over- to: Peekſkill. This F 
haye wrote to general Greene to have done, by his excel- 
lency's direction. 


dIR, Wihite- Pluias, November 3,17 76. 

LY command of his excellency, 1 have the honour 
to mform you tnat our ſituation is nearly the fame as when 
i had the pleaſure of writing you laſt. It is altered in-no 
nance, unleſs in the number cf our troops, which E every 
Gy Cecreafing iy their moſt ſcandalous deſertion and re- 
wr 12, The incloſed letter from general Parſons, . 
Who is ltationed ncar the Saw-pits, and which his excel. 
*Xy Urctcd me to tranſnit, will inform you of the prey» 
al-ncy of this diſpraceful practice. 


I have the honour to be, &c. R. Hi Harrisoxs. 


Ta. 
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| þ To the Board of War. 
, 
| 


Fi GENTLEMEN, White-Plains, Novemler 4, 1116, 
BY command of his excellency, I have the honour 
to acknowledge his receipt of your "hs of the twenty. 
fourth ultimo, and to inform you that he eſteems the plan 
you propoſe to lay before Congreſs, for preventing more 
rations being drawn than may be due, well calculated to 
anſwer the end. That reſpeCting the fick ſeems to him 
not entirely perfe&t. 'The captains or commanders of C 
companies are prohibited from drawing pay for ſuch fick 
as may be diſcharged from the hoſpitals as unfit for ſervice, 
If, during their ſtay, and before it can be known whether 
their caſe will or will not admit of their return, it ſhould A 
become neceſſary to make up a regimental pay-abſtraQ, in 
what manner are the officers to make up their rolls ? are 
they to include the fick, or not? | "* 

As this is a caſe which may and muſt of neceſſity fre 
quently happen, it appears to his excellency that the intend- 
ed regulations ſhouli be more general, and reſtrain the 
officers from including in their pay-abſtracts or rolls all the Wi 5 1 
ſick they ſend to the hoſpitals, and the pay due them pre 
ous to their going. In fach caſe, thoſe who are diſcharge 
a3 unfit for Bm may receive their pay as. intended ; and 
thoſe who return to duty can obtain what was due to then 
when the regiment was paid, by applying to the paymalter 
with the officer and ſurgeon's certificates, or be include 
in a ſubſequent abſtract. The inconveniences and abuſe 
which are deſigned to be remedied by theſe regulations 
his excellency does not apprehend to ariſe ſo much fron! 
neceſſity (as incident to the nature of armies) as fron 
the imperfe& inſtitution of the preſent, and the great mt 
ture and diverſity of troops compoſing it, and alſo fron 
the inattention of the officers, * * * 

The defenceleſs ſtate of Pennſylvania, as communicatel 
by the committee of ſafety to your honourable body, 54 
matter of much concern to his excellency, which 1s n0t 
little aggravated by the part too many ſeem ready to tak 
in favour of the enemy. He truſts, however, the defes 

' tion will be too inconfiderable to threaten any alarm} 
conſequences. | at 

| ofor 
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Before the receipt of your letter, . his | excellency had 
wrote to the commanding officer of the Virginia regiments 
at Trenton, direQing him to march them forward towards 
general Greene's poſt, and there remain under.his com- 
mand till further orders, unleſs ſpecial inſtructions had 
| been or ſhould be given to the contrary by Congreſs, or 
| for their particular deſtination. . 

Apreeable to your requeſt, his excellency has conſulted 
with general Les upon the beſt mode for employing the 
French gentlemen, and making them ſerviceable. The 
reſult is that they ſhould be appointed to regiments by 
Congreſs according to the ranks they have been pleaſed to, 
give them, and with the ſame pay as is allowed other off- 
cers in ſuch caſes. 'Their want of our language is rather 
an objetion : but it is hoped they will attain a ſufficient 
knowledge of it, ere it be long, to be of great ſervice; 
and that, in the interim, their advice and aſhſtance in di- 
reting of works may be of uſe where they may be ſta. 
tioned. With preat reſpect, I have the honour to be, &c. 

| R. H. Harkis0N. 


SIR, Wite- Plains, November 6, 1776. 


I HAVE the honour to inform you that on yeſter- 
day morning the enemy made a ſudden and unexpected 
movement fr6m the ſeveral poſts they had taken in our 
front. They broke up their whole encampments the pre- 
ceding night, and have advanced towards Kingſbridge and 
the North-river. The deſign of this manceuvre 1s a mat- 


ter of much conjecture and ſpeculation, and cannot be ac- | 


counted for with any degree of certainty. The grounds 
ve had taken poſſeſhon of were ſtrong and advantageous, 
and {uch as they could not have gained without much loſs 
ot blood in caſe an attempt had been made. I had taken 
frery polhble precaution to prevent their outflanking us ;— 
which may have led to the preſent meaſure. They may 
till have in view their original plan, and, by a ſudden 
wheel, try to accompliſh it. Detachments are conſtantly 
7 to obſerye their motions, and to haraſs them as much 

Ss poſſible. 7-119) 5:4 
In conſequence of (this movement I called.a council of 
encral officers to-day, to conſult of fuch meaſures as thould 
| be 
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be adoptcd incaſe they purſued their retreat-to.New-Yojk, 
=: the reſt of which is herewith tranſmitted. In reſped 
\ myſelf, I cannot indulge an idea that general Howe, ſup. 
poſing hs 1s going to. New- Yopk,. means to cloſe. the cam. 
 Paign and to. fit, down- without attempting ſomething more. 
I think jt highly probable .and almoſt certain, that he will 
make a deſcent with a part of his troops. into' Jerſey : and, 
as ſoon-as'IT am ſatisfied that the preſent-manceuyre is real 
and not a feint, I ſhall uſe every means. in my -power to 
forward: a part of our-force to counteraQhis defigns.; ng 

| ſhall I be diſappointed if he Jends. a. detachnicat .to the 
bl: ſouthward for. the purpoſe of making a winter campaign 
[1 From the information I have received, there 1s now 4 
Uo number of tranſports at Red-Hook, with about three 
| thouſand troops on. board. Their deſtination, as giret 
- out, 1s to. Rhode-Ifland :. but this ſeems altogether jn- 
fl! probable for various reaſons; among ethers, the ſeaſon u 
[ much againſt it. In the ſouthern States they will find 
' milder, and much more. faxourable for their purpoſes. } 
F ſhall take the. liberty of mentioning that it may not be n- 
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'* proper to ſuggeſt the probability of ſuch a mezdure to tix 

=. aſſemblies and conventions in thoſe States, that they may WW OE 
be on their guard,—and the propriety of their cſtabliſung 

and laying-up «magazines of proviſions and other necell« WW 1; 

ries in ſuitable places. This is a matter of exceeding ul WW f 

portance, and what cannot be too much attended to. pro 

| From the approaching diſſolution of the army, aud 8 en; 

departure of the-new levies which is on the eve of tak one 


ra and the little proſpe& of levying a new one 1n UB 21, 
have v:rote to.the eaſtern States by the unan:mous yn 
vice of the general officers, to forward ſupplies of mii eligi 
in the room of thoſe that are now here, and who, it is BY 1: ; 
ed, will not be prevailed on to ſtay .any longer that w FE 
time they are engaged for. 'The propriety of this Jha Not ; 
cation 1 «truſt will appear, when-it is known that 10 8 Ly 


_ ſingle officer is yet commiſſioned to recruit, and whe" "to , 
conſidered -how effcntial it is to keep up ſome thc 08iWaeree 


force and ſhadow of an arniy. '$ 


I expect the enemy will bend their force againll For 
Waſhington, and inveſt it immediately. From ſome «Vo, 


Yices, it 18-an_cbjeR that will attra& their carhel! no 
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I am happy to inform you, that, in the engagement on 

Monday ſ{e'nnight, I have reaſon to believe our loſs was by 
no means ſo conſiderable as was conjectured at firſt. By 
ſome deſerters and priſoners we are told, that of the enemy 
was tolerably great : ſome accounts make it about four 
hundred .in killed -and wounded : all agree that among the 
former there was a colonel Carr of the thirty-fifth regi- 
ment. 
The force that will be ſent to Jerſey after 1 am ſatisfied 
of Mr. Howe's retreat, in addition to thoſe now there, as- 
cording to my preſent opinion, will make it neceſſary for 
me to go with them, to put things in a proper channel, 
and ſuch a way of defence as ſhall ſeem moſt probable to 
check the progreſs of the enemy, in caſe they ſhould at- 
tempt a deſcent there, -or a move. toward Philadelphia. 

1 hare the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


To, the Board of War. 


GENTLEMEN, Whhite-Plains, November $, 1776. 


I HAVE been favoured with yours of the thirty-firſt 
utimo, by monſieur Laytaniac, and muſt take the liberty 
of referring you to my former. letters upon the ſubje& of 
providing for the French gentlemen who ſhall incline to 
enter the ſervice of the States. To me it appears that 
one of two modes muſt be adopted : they mult either be 
wppointed to places in ſome of the regiments, or. formed 
into a diſtin& corps. 'The former was adviſed as the moſt 
eligible in reſpe& to the gentlemen who were here before. 
lt requires time to form an accurate opinion of the merits 
0! an officer ; and the preſent ſituation of the army will 
not allow me to pay a particular attention to monſfieur 

ytaniac, or ſuch notice as he may with to receive, or I 


0 give: nor is there any way of making his ſtay here 
areeable. Sh : 4 


| have the honour to be, &c. | G. W. 
Vou, 1, * "pM WV hite-Plains, 


/ 
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S1-R, | | Whites Plains, November 9, 1756. 

I HAVE the honour to tranſmit you a copy of x 
letter from general Gates to general Schuyler, and of an- 
other paper containing intelligence reſpe&ting the northern 
army and the ſituation of the enemy in that department, 
[They this minute .came to hand; and to them TI beg leave 
to refer you for particulars. + Hoy 


By every information I can obtain, and the accounts I 
had laſt night by two deſerters who were very intelligent 
and particular, 'general Howe {till has in view an expedi- 
tion to the Jerleys, and is preparing for it with the greateſt 


hope (when the two diviſions arrive, .and are joined tg | 
ſuch other force as I expect to colle&) to check his proy- | 
re{s and prevent him from penetrating any diſtance fron [ 
the river, if not to oblige him to return immediately with f 
ſome loſs. Whatever 1s ia my power to effect, ſhall be t 
done. | ON EY | e 
|  T have the honour to be, &c, | GC. W, 
I Mr rr; WIES. | 5 
| | Ju—_ _ | h 
| [ i | | in 
i Sl R, PeetRill, November IT, 116, m 
8 I HAVE only time to acknowledge the honour 6 ac 
| your letter of the fifth inſtant, and its ſeveral incloſures be 
i and to inform you, that, agreeable to the reſolves of Con- tal 
| | greſs, I ſhall uſe eyxery meaſure im my power, that ths nl 
Fl moving and preſent confuled ſtate of the army will admit th 
it of, to appoint officers for recruiting. | : (Uh 
ls 'You will have been adviſed, before this, of the arrival it, 
7 8 of commiſhoners from MaſlacLuletts, Others have come ih 
Þ | from Conne&ticut : but, from the preſent appearance 2 < 
| - things, we ſeem but little if any nearer to Jevying an amy” R | 
df I had anticipated the refolve reſpecting the militta, by "#6 
"Fi writing to the eaſtern States and to the Jerſeys TY w") 
it 4 
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advice of my. general: officers; and. from;a conſciouſneſs 
of the neceſhty of getting-in a number of men if poſhble, 
to-kceep up the appearance of an army. , How my applica- 
tions will ſucceed, the event mult deterniine. I have little or 
no reaſon to expet that the militia now here will remain-a 
day longer thas-the time they fit{t engaged for. I have rec- 
ommended their ſtay, and requeſted it in general orders. 
General Lincola and: the Maſſachuſetts commiſhoners are 
uſing their intereſt with thoſe from that State : but, as far 
as I can judge, we cannot rely on their ſtaying. | 
[ left White-Plains about eleven o'clock yeſterday ;— 
all peace then. 'The enemy appeared to be preparing for 
their expedition to Jerſey according to every information. | 
What their defigns are, or whether their preſent conduct 
is not a feint, I cannot determine. 
The Maryland and Virginia troops under lord Stirling 
have croſſed the river, as have part of thoſe from the Jer- 
ſey ; the remainder- are now: embarking. 'The troops, 
jucged neceſſary to ſecure the &veral- poſts through the 
ighlands, have alſo got-up. I am going to examine the 
patles, and dire& ſuch works as may appear neceſlary : 
ater which, and making the beſt diſpoſition I can of things 
x8 this quarter, I intend to proceed- to Jerſey, which L 
expect to do to-morrow. | 
The affemblies-of Maſſachuſetts- and ConneQticut, to 
1nduce their. men- more- readily to engage in the ſervice, 
have voted an advance pay of twenty ſhillings per month, 
n addition to that-allowed by, Congreſs to privates. It 
may perhaps be the means of their levying the quotas ex- 
acted from them ſooner than they could otherwiſe have 
been raiſed : but I am of opinion, a more fatal: and mil- 
taken policy could not have entered their councils, or one. 
more detrimental to the general cauſe. The influence of 
the vote will. become continental, and materially affe& the 
(%12r States in making up their- levies. If they could do 
it, Lam certain, when the troops come to a&-together, 
ut jealouſy, impatience and mutiny would neceffarily 
ariſe, 2A different pay cannot exiſt in the fame army. 
The reaſons are obvious, and experience has proved their 
wrce in the caſe of the eaſtern and ſouthern troops laft 
ying. Senfible of this, and of the pernicious conſe- 
quences 


202 GENERAL WASHINGTON: 


quences that would inevitably refult from the adyance, ] 
have prevented the commiſhoners from proceeding or pub. 
liſhing their terms till they could obtain the ſenſe of Con- 
greſs upon the ſubje&, and remonſtrated againſt it in a let- 
ter to governor Trumbull. I am not ſingular in opinion: 
E have the concurrence of all the general officers, of its 
fatal tendency. . 


— A Moth. a «6 


I congratulate you and Congreſs upon the news from ] 
Ticonderoga, and that general Carkton and his army have a 
been obliged to return to Canada without attempting any t 
thing. Y 

LI have the honour to be, &c. © 0 Ws P 

p 

P 

| cc 

SIR, General Greene's Buarterr, Nov. 14, 1176. qU 
I HAVE the honour to inform you of my arrinl * 

0 


here yeſterday, and that the whole of the troops belonging 
to the States, which lay ſouth of . Hudſon's-river, and on 
which were in New-York government, have paſſed over iy, 
to this ſide, except the regiment, lately colonel Small- 
wood's, which 1 expe@ is now on their march. 


That they may be ready to check any incurſions the Will © 
enemy may. attempt in this neighbourhood, TI intend to a 
quarter them at Brunſwic, Amboy, Elizabethtown, New- a 


ark, and about this place, unleſs Congreſs ſhould conceive 
it neceſſary for any of them to be ſtationed at or more con- x 
tiguous to Philadelphia. In ſuch caſe they will be pleal- pe 


ed to ſignify their pleaſure. There will be very few of (pe 
f tro 
them after the departure of thoſe who were engaged 10! the 


the flying camp, which is faſt approaching. The diſpol 
tion I have mentioned ſeems to me well calculated for the thef 
end propoſed, and alſo for their accommodation. W 

The movements, and defigns of the enemy are not yeb be a 
underſtood. Various are the opinions and reports on ub 
head. From every information, the whole have removed 
from Dobbs's ferry towards- Kingſbridge ; and it ſeems t0 
be generally believed on all hands, that the inveſting of 
Fort-Waſhington is one obje&t they have in view : but 
that can employ but a ſmall part of their force. Whether 


they intend a ſouthern expedition, muſt be det-rmined 7 
time: 
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| time: to me there appears a probability of it, which ſeems 


to be favoured by the advices we have that many tranſports | 


are wooding and watering. General Greene's letter would 
give you the ſubſtance of the inteltigence brought by Mr. 
Merſereau from Staten-Iſland in this inſtance, which he 
received before 1t came to me. 
Incloſed you have copies of two letters from general 
Howe, and of my anſwer to the firſt of them. The letter 
alluded to, and returned in his laſt, was one from myſelf 
to Mrs, Waſhington, of the twenty-fifth ultimo, from 
whence 1 conclude that all the letters which went by the 
Boſton expreſs have come to his poſſeſhon. You will alſs 
perceive that general Howe has requeſted the return of 
Peter Jack, a ſervant to major Stewart, to which I have 


conſented, as he was -not in the military line, and the re-. 


quifition agreeable to the cuſtom of war. This ſervant 
having been ſent to Philadelphia with the Waldeckers and 
other priſoners, I muſt requeſt the favour of you to have 
tum conveyed to general Greene by the earlieſt opportuni- 
ty, in order that he may be returned to his maſter. * 
Before I conclude, I beg leave not only to ſuggeſt but 
to urge the neceſſity of increaſing our held artillery very 
confiderably. Experience has convinced me, as it has 
erery gentleman of diſcernment in this army, that, while 
we remain ſo much inferior to the enemy in this inſtance, 
ve muſt carry on the war under infinite diſadyantages, and 
without the fmalleſt probability of ſucceſs. It has been 
peculiarly owing to the ſituation of the country where their . 
operations hays. been conducted, and to the rough and 
irong grounds we poſſefled ourſelves of, and byer which 
they had to paſs, that they have not carried their arms, by 
means of their artillery, to a much greater extent. When 
theſe difficulties ceaſe by changing the ſcene of action to a 
level champaign country, the worſt of conſequences are to 
b apprehended. I would therefore, with the concurrence 
& all the officers whom I have ſpoken to upon the fubjec, 
'ubmit to the conſideration of Congreſs whether immediate 
ag ought not to be taken for procuring a reſpeQable 
lt is agreed on all hands that each battalion ſhould be 
wilhed at leaft with two pieces, and that a ſmaller num- 
Aa2 | ber 
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ber than a hundred of three pounds, fifty of ſix pounds, 
and fifty of twelve pounds, ſhould: not be provided, in 2d. 
dition to thoſe we'now have. Beſides theſe, if ſome eigh- 
teen and twenty-four pounders are ordered, the train will 
be more ferviceable and complete. "The whole ſhould be 
of braſs, for the moſt obvious reaſons: they will be much 
more portable, not half fo liable to burſt :. and, when th 
do, no damage is occaſioned by it, and they may be al 
over again. The ſizes before deſcribed ſhould be particy- 
larly attended to : if they are not, there will be preat res 
ſon to expe&t miſtakes and confuſion in- the charges in 
time of ation, as it has frequently happened in the beſt 
regulated armies. The diſparity between. thoſe I have 
mentioned and ſuch as are of an intermediate ſize is diff 
cult to diſcern. 

It is alfo agreed that a regiment of artilſeriſts, with ap 
| proved and experienced officers, ſhould be obtained if pol- 
ſible, and ſome engineers of known reputation and abilities. 0 
I am ſorry to ſay, too ready an- indulgence has been had n 
to ſeveral appointments in the latter inſtance, and that men tc 
have been promoted, who ſeem to me to know but little if tl 
any thing of the buſineſs. | 

Perhaps this train, &c. may be looked upon: by ſome a W 
large and expenſive. True, it will be ſo : but when its di 
conſidered that the enemy, having effe&ed but little in the th 
courſe of the preſent campaign, will uſe their utmoſt efforts 
to ſubjugate us in the next, every conſideration of that 
fort ſhould be diſregarded, and every poſhble preparation 
made to fruſtrate their * * ® attempts. How they are tobe 
procured, 1s to be inquired into. mbar we cannot provide 
them among ourſelves, or more than a very ſmall proportion, 
ſo trifling as not to deſerve our notice, is evident. There 
fore I would adviſe, with all imaginable deference, that G] 
without any abatement of '-our own internal exertions, af 
plication ſhould be immediately made to ſuch powers 
can and may be willing to ſupply them. They cannot bt 
obtained too early, if ſoon enough: and T am told the) 
may be eafily had from France and Holand. 

Mr. Trumbull the commiſſary-general has frequent) 
mentioned to me of late the inadequacy of his pay t0 hu 
trouble and the great riſk he is ſubjz&'to on account " 
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Jirge ſums of money which- paſs throogh his- hands. He 
| has ſlated his caſe with a view of laying it before Congreſs 
and obtaining a more adequate compenſation. My ſenti- 
ments upon the fubject are already-known : but yet I ſhall 
take the liberty to add that I think his complaint to be 


well founded, and his pay, conſidering the important du- 


ties and riſks of His office, by no- means ſufficient, and that 
the footing he ſeems to think it ſhould be upon, himſelf, 
appears juſt and reaſonable. rs : 

A propoſitior* having been' made long ſince to general 
Howe and agreed to by him, for an exchange of prifoners 
in conſequence of the reſolutions of Congreſs to-that effe&,. 
I ſhall be extremely happy if you will give direQions to 
the committees and thoſe. having the charge of priſoners in 
the ſeveral States ſouth of Jerſey, to tranſmit me proper 
liſts of the names of all the commiſhoned officers, and of 
their ranks and the corps they belong to ; alſo the number 
of non-commiſhoned and privates, and their reſpettive regi- 
ments. You will perceive by his letter, he ſuppoſes me 
to have affected ſome delay, or to have been unmindful of 
the propoſition I had made. 

I propoſe to ſtay in this neighbourhood a few days, in 
which time 1 expect the deſigns of the enemy will be more 
diſcloſed, and their incurſions be made in this quarter, or 
their inveſtiture of Fort-Waſhington, if they are intended. 


I have the honour to be, &c. GW. 


To the Board of War. 


GENTLEMEN, 


ON Wedneſday evening I received the favour of your 
letter of the eighth inſtant, in conſequence of which I 
topped the flag that was going in with the ladies you. 
mention, pointing out to them the neceſlity of the meaſure, 
and recommending them to write to their huſbands and 
connexions to obtain general Howe's aſſurances for the 
releaſe of Mrs. Lewis, and Mrs. Robinfon and her chil-\ 

en, With their baggage, as the condition on which my | 
| | w 


General Greene's Duarters, November 15, 1776+ 
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will be permitted to go in themſelves. Theſe terms I cn 
only extend to Mrs. Barrow and Mrs. Kemp who had 
never obtained my leave ; Mrs, Watts hag, and my prom. 
iſe that ſhe ſhould go. in. The whole however were pre. 
pared to go, when the letter reached Newark. 'The mode 
I have adopted ſeems molt likely, and the only proper one, 
to <q the enlargement of our ladies, which I wiſh for 
much. | 

I am, gentlemen, with great reſpe&t, &c. G.W, 


To the Board of War, 


GENTLEMEN, Hackinſac, Nov. 15,1716, 
' HAVING given my promiſe to general Howe, on 
lis application, that Peter Jack, a ſervant of major Stewart, 
who was ſent to Philadelphia with the Waldeckers and 
other priſoners, and who has nothing to do in the military 
line, ſhould be returned to his-maſter, agreeable to the uſage 
of war in ſuch caſes, —I muſt take the liberty to requeſt 
the favour of yoa to have him conveyed to general Greene 
by the earlieſt opportunity, that he may be forwarded to 
his maſter in compliance with my-promitſe. 

' I alfo wiſh that you would have all the Britiſh priſoners 
colleted that you conveniently can, and ſent to me as 
ſoon as poſſible with the Heſhan priſoners, that I may ex- 
change them. The return of the latter I think will be 
attended with many falutary conſequences : but, ſhould it 
be made without that of a large proportion of other troops, 
it will carry the marks of deſign, and occaſion precautions 
to be taken to prevent the ends we haye in view. 


I have the honour to be, &c. | G. W. 


SIR, General Greene's Duarters, Nov. 16, 1716. 


SINCE I had the honour of addreſſing you laſt, an 
important event has taken place, of which I wiſh to give 
you the earlieſt intelligence. The 
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The preſervation of the paſſage of the North-river was 
an obje& of ſo much conſequence that I thought no pains 
or expenſe too great for that purpoſe: and therefore, after 
ſending off all- the valuable. ſtores except fuch as were 
neceſſary for its defence, I determined, agreeable to the 
advice of moſt of the general officers, to riſk ſomething to 
defend the poſt on the eaſt fide, called Mouat-Waſhington. 


When the army moved up. in- conſequence of general' 


Howe's landing at Frog-point, colonel Magaw was left 
on that command;. with about twelve hundred men, and 
orders given. to defend it to the laſt. Afterwards, refle&t- 


ing upon the ſmallneſs of the garrifon, and the difficulty * 


of their holding it if general Howe ſhould 'fall down upon. 
it with, his whole force, I wrote to genera] - Greene who- 
had the command. on the Jerſey ſhore, direQting him to- 
govern himſelf by. circumſtences, and'to retain or evacuate. 
the poſt as he ſhould think beſt, and revoking the abſolute. 
order to colonel: Magaw: to defend. the poſt to the laſt ex- 
tremity. Genera] Greene, {truck with the importance of 
the poſt, and the diſcouragement which our evacuation of 
polts muſt neceffarily have given, reinforced colonel Magaw 
with detachments- from ſeveral” regiments of the flying 
camp, but chiefly of Pennſylvania, 1o as to make up the 
number about two thouſand. 

In this fituation things were yeſterday, when-general 
Howe demanded-the furrendry- of the garriſon, to which. 
colonel Magaw returned a fpirited refaſa}. Immediately 
upon receiving an account of this tranſa&tion; I came from 
Hackinſac to this place, and had partly crofled the North- 
river, when I met general Putnam and general Greene, 
who were juſt returning-fram- thence, and informed me- 
that the troops were in high ſpirits, and would make a. 
good defence ; and it being late at. night I returned-.. 

Early this morning colonel Magaw poſted his troops 
partly in the lines thrown up by our army on our firſt com- 
nz thither from New-York, and partly on a commanding 
hit lying north of Mount-Waſhington, —the lines being all 
to the ſouthward. In this poſition the attack began about 
tn o'clock, which our troops ſtood, and returned the fire 
n luch 2 manner as gave me preat hopes the enemy was 
etirely repulſed, But 3t this time a body of troops crofl- 
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ed Haerlem-river in boats, and landed inſide of the ſecond 


lines, our troops being then engaged in the farit, | $ 
Colonel Cadwallader, who commanded in the lines, ſent 
off a detachment. to oppoſe then :. buts they, being over. BW - 
powered by numbers, gave way ; upon which colonel Cad. to 
wallader ordered his troops to retreat 1n. order to pain the 7 
fort. It was done with much confulion ; and the enemy WW 1 
croſſing over came in upon them. in fuch a manner, that a WW n 
number of them ſurrendered. on 
At this time the. Heſhans advanced on the north fideof WM 1: 
the fort 1n.very large bodies. They were received by the iſ cd 


troops polted there, with proper ſpirit, and kept back4 
eonlideralle: time ; but-at length they were allo obliged to 
ſubmit to a ſuperiority of numbers, and retire under the 
cannon of the. fort. , 

The enemy, hawng advanced thus far, halted ; andim- 
mediately a flag went in, with a repetition of the demand 
of the fortreſs, as I ſuppoſe. At this time I ſent a billet 
to colonel Magaw, direfting him to-hold- out, and I would 
endeavour this evening to bring oft the garriſon, if the for- 
treſs could not be maintained, as I did not expect it could, 
the enemy being poſſeſſed of the adjacent ground. But, 
before this reached him, he had entered too far into 1 
treaty to retract : after which colonel Cadwallacer told 
another. meſſenger who went over, that they had been able 
to obtain no- other. terms than to ſurrender as priſoners df 
war. [In this ſtuation:matters now itand. I have ſtopped 
general Bealt's and general Heard's brigades, to preſerie 
the poſt and ſtores here z3 which, with the other troops, | 
hope we ſhall be able to effe&. 

[ do not yet know the numbers killed or wounded ol 
either fide : but, from the heavineſs and continuance of the 
fire in ſome places, I imagin2 there rauſt have been col 
{iderable exccution. | 

Lhe loſs of ſuch a number cf officers and men, mat 
of whom have been treincd with more than common 4: 
tention, will I fear be ſeverely felt ;- but, when , that 0 
the arms and accoutrements is added, much more 10; and 
| mull be a further incentive to procure as conſiderables 


tupply as poſhble for the new tro00Ps, as ſoon as it can Me | 
done. | Oo 
I haye the honour to be, &c. G. 


Hackin/a 
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pence that has come to hand is not ſo full and accur 
] could wiſh. One of the artillery, whoſe informatio 


moſt dire&t, and who eſcaped-on Sunday night, ſays the 


enemy's loſs was very corfiderable, eſpecially in the attack 
made above the fort by the diviſion of Heſhans that march- 
ed from Kingſbridge, and where keutenant-colonel Raw- 
lins, of the Jate colonel Stephenſon's regiment, was poſted. 
They burned yeſterday one or two houſes on the heights, 
and contiguous to the fort, and appeared, by advices from 
general Greene, to be moving in the evening their main 
body down towards the ciwy. Whether they will cloſe 
the campajgn without attempting ſomething more, or make 
an incurſion into Jerſey, mult be determined by the events 
themſelves. df Ou ay Py ny | 
As Fort-Lee was always conſidered as only neceflary 
n conjunQtion with that on the eaſt ſide of the river, to 
preſerve! the communication acroſs, and to prevent the ene- 
my from a free navigation, it has'become of no importance 
by the loſs of the other, or not {o material as to employ a 
Worce for its defence. Being viewed m this light, and ap- 
redending that the ſtores there would be precariouſly fitu- 
ted, their removal has been determined on'to Boundbrook 
vove Brunſwic, Princeton, Springfield, and Acquacke- 


4 been thoupht proper as repofitories for ſome of our 
ores of proviſion and forage. | 

Che troops belanging to the flying camp under generals 
card and Beal, with what remains of general Ewing's 
mngade, are now at Fort-Lec, where they will continue 
il the ſtores are 
wer term of enliſtment will be near expiring ; and, if the 
my ould make a puſh in this quarter, the only troops 
"it there will be to oppoſe them, will be Hand's, Haz- 
5, the regiments from Virginia, and that, lately Small- 


ed 


Funk bridge, as places that,will not be ſubjeft to ſudden 
anger in caſe the enemy ſhould paſs. the river, and which. 


got away. By the time that is effected, 


'900's,—the latter greatly reduced by the loſes it ſultain- 
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ed on Long-Ifland, &c. and ſickneſs: nor are the reſt by 
any means cotnplete. In addition to theſe, I am told 
there are. a few of the militia of this State, who have been 
called in by governor Livingſton. I ſhall make fuch z 
diſpoſition of -the -whole at Brunſwic and at the interme. 
diate, poſts, as ſhall ſeem moſt likely to guard againſt the 
deſigns of the enemy, and to prevent them making an ir. 
Tuption or foraging with detached parties. 

The -incloſed letter from calonels Miles and Atlee wil 
ſhew Congreſs -the diſtreſſed fituation -of our priſoners in 
New-York ; and their-diſtreſs will become greater every 
day by the cold inclement ſeaſon that is approaching. 1: 
will be happy if ſome ient, can be adopted by which 
they may be furniſhed with neceſſary blankets and clothing, 
Humanity and the good of the ſervice:requre it. [I thick 
the mode ſuggeſted 'by theſe gentlemen, for eſtabliſhing 
credit, .appears as likely to ſucceed, and-as eligible, as any 
that occurs to me. It 1s probable many articles that may 
be wanted can be obtained there, and ypon better terms 
than elſewhere. In reſpe& to. proviſion, their allowance 


perhaps is as good as the ſituation of general Howe's ſtore. 


will admit of : it has been ſaid of late by deſerters and 
others that they were rather ſcant. - 

By a, letter from the paymaſter-general, «of the ſeren- 
teenth, he ſays there will be a neceſhty that large and ear 
remittances ſhould be made him. The demands, when the 
troops now in ſervice are diſmiſſed, will be extremely great 
Beſides, the bounty to recruits will require a large ſupply; 
and he adds that the commiſſary-general has informel 
him, that, between this and the laſt of December, he {hall 
have occaſion for a million of dollars. 

November 21. "The unhappy affair of the ſixteenth hat 


been ſucceeded by further misfortunes. Yelterday mom 


ing a large body of the enemy landed between Dobbs" 
m_ and Fort-Lee, Their cbje&t was, evidently, to 


cloſe the whole of our troops and ſtores that lay betwet | 


the North and Hackinfac rivers, which form a very 
row neck of Jand. For this purpoſe, they formed and 
marched as ſoon as they. had aſcended the high grounc 
towards. the fort. Upon the firſt information of their hare 
wp landed, and of their raoyements, our men Were wy 
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ed to meet them : but finding their numbers greatly ſupe- 


rior, and that they were extending themſelves to ſeize on 
the paſſes over the river, it was thought prudent to with- 


draw our men ; which was effeQed, and their retreat ſe- 
cured. We loſt the whole of the cannon that was at the 
fort (except two twelve-pounders) and a great deal of 
baggage, between two and three hundred tents, about a 
thouſand barrels of flour, and other ſtores in the quarter- 
maſter's department, This loſs was inevitable. As many 
of the ſtores had been removed as circumſtances and time 
would admit ok The ammunition had been happily got 
away. | 
Our preſent ſituation between Hackinſac and Paſlaic 
rivers being exactly ſimilar to our late one, and our force 
here by no means adequate to an oppoſition that will 
promiſe the ſmalleſt probability of ſucceſs, we are taking 
meaſures to retire over the waters of the latter, when the 
beſt diſpoſition will be formed that circumſtances will ad- 
mit of, b 

By colonel Cadwallader, who has been permitted by 
| youu Howe to return to his friends, I am informed the 
{urrender of the garriſon on the ſixteenth was on the com- 
mon terms as priſoners of war ; the loſs of the Heſhans, 
about three hundred privates and twenty-ſeven officers kill- 
ed and wounded ; about forty -of the Britiſh troops, and 
two or three officers:; the loſs on our fide but inconfider- 
able. 1 beg leave to refer you to him for a more particu- 
lar account, and alſo for his relation of, the diſtreſſes af 
our priſoners. Colonels Miles and Atlee's letter, men- 
tioned above, upon this ſubje&t, was through miſtake ſent 
from hence yeſterday morning. 'The mode of relief pro- 
poſed by them was a credit or ſupply of caſh through the 
means of Mr. Franks. This ſcems to be doubtful, as he 
Is faid to be in confinement by colonel Cadwallader,— 
provided it would haye been otherwiſe practicable. 

I have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


P. S. Your favour of the ſixteenth was duly received. 
My letter to the board of war, on the {ubje& of the return 
of the Waldeckers, I preſume you will have ſeen. 


Vo. 1. B b | Newark, 
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S1 R, Newark, November 2.1, 177%, 

I HAVE mot yet heard that any proviſion is making 
to ſupply the place of the troops compoling the flying camy, 
whoſe departure -is now at hand. "The ſituation of our 
affairs is truly critical, and' ſuch as requires uncommon ex. 
ertions on our part. From the movements of the enemy, 
and the information we have received, they certainly wil 
make a puſh to poſſeſs themſelves of this part of the Jerſey. 
In order that you' may be fully appriſed of our weakind 
and of the neceſſity there is of our obtaining early ſuccours, 
I have, by the advice of the general officers here, direfed 
general Mifflin to wait on you. He is intimately acquaint- 
ed with our circumſtances, and will repreſent them better 
than my hurried ſtate will allow. 

I have wrote to general Lee to come over with the con- 
tinental regiments immediately undef his- command : thoſe 
with general Heath I have ordered to ſecure the paſſe 
through the Highlands. I have alſo wrote to governor 
Livingſton, requeſting of him ſuch aid as may be in his 
power ; and would ſubmit it to the confideration of Con- 


greſs whether application ſhould not be made for part df - 


the Pennſylvania militia to ſtep forth at this preſſing time. 
| Before I conclude, I would mention, if an early and 
immediate ſupply of money could be ſent to Mr. Dalhan 
to pay the flying camp troops, it might have a happy efft. 
They would ſubſiſt themſelves comfortably on their return, 
provide many necefſaries of which they are in great want ; 
and moreover, it might be the means of inducing maſy, 
after ſeeing their friends, to engage again. — © 
I expeRted, on coming here, to have met with many of 
the militia, but find from inquiry that there are not more 
than from four to five hundred at the different poſts. _ 
I have the honour to be, &c. G. V 


SIR, A:wark, November 27, 1176. 
I DO myſelf the honour to acknowledge the reccly! 


_. of your fayours of the twenty-firſt and twenty-fourth, " 


ww ww, © NR B> my 


Q. = 6 - ©S DAJf w*Q* fwd ce» 


F. 


Wk S' = =zZ 


OFFICIAL. LETTERS. 303 


their ſeveral incloſures. The execution of the reſolves has. 


been and will be attended to as far as in my power. 

] have wrote to general Schuyler to ſend down as early 
25-poſſible the troops.in the northern department from this 
and the State of Pennſylvania; "The propoſition. for ex- 
changing Mr. Franklin for general 'Thompſon I ſhall 
ſubmit to general Howe, as ſoon as circumſtances, will al- 
low me. | 

I have nothing in particular to adviſe you of, reſpe&ing 
the enemy, more than that they are advancing this way. 
Part of them-have paſſed the Paſſaic ; and I ſuppoſe the 
main body that they. have on this fide- the. North-rwer 
would have done the fame before now, (as they are coming 
on) had their progreſs not been retarded by the weather 


which has been rainy for ſeveral day paſt. 1 have ſcouts 


and detachments conſtantly out to haraſs them and watch 
_ motions; and to gain, if poſſible, inteltigence- of their 
eligns, 

Colonel Miles, who has-been permitted to go to Phila- 
delphia for a few days by general Howe, will deliver you 
this, and inform you of the diſtrefſes of our priſoners, and 
the neceſlity of effeCting their exchange as far as we have 
priſoners to give in-return. | 

By a.letter from the board: of war on the. ſubje& of an 
exchange, they mention! that ſeveral of: the priſoners in our 
lands have enliſted. It is a meaſure, I think, that cannot 
be juſtified, though the precedent is furniſhed” on the ſide 
of the enemy : nor do I conceive it good in point of pol- 
cy. But, as it has been done, I ſhall leave it with Con- 
gels - order them-.to be returned. or not, as they ſhall 
ndpe fit. 


] have the honour to be, &c- | G. W. 


31R; Brunfwic, Newember 30, 3776. 


I HAVE been: honoured with your favour of the 
wenty-ſixth, and with its incloſures, by which I perceive 
he meaſures that have been adopted for forwarding a re- 
ntorcement of militia. Their arrival is much to be wiſh- 
, the ſituation. of ous affairs being truly alarming, Fur 

| 17 
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ſuch as demands the earlieft aids. As general MiMllin's 
preſence may have a happy-influence on the diſpoſition and 
temper of many of the affociators, 1 ſhall not dire& his re. 
turn ſo long as he can be done without, and till it becomes 
indiſpenſably neceſſary. | 
On Thurſday morning I left Newark, and arrived here 
yeſterday with the troops that were there. It was the 
opinion of all the generals who were with me, that a re- 
treat to this place was requiſite, and founded in neceſſity, 
| as our force was by no means ſufficient to make a ſtand, 
with the leaſt probability of ſucceſs, againſt an enemy much 
. ſuperior in number, and whoſe advanced guards were en- 
tering the town by the time our rear got out. Tt was the 
wiſh of all to have remained there longer, and to have halt- 
ed before we came thus far ; but, upon due conſideration 
of our ſtrength, the circumſtances attending the enliſtment 
of a great part of our little force, and: the frequent advices 
that the enemy were embarking or about to embark an- 
other detachment for Staten-Ifland with a view of landing 
at Amboy to co-operate with this, which ſeemed to be- 
confirmed by the information of ſome perſons who came 
from the iſland, that they were colle&ing and impreſlng 
all the waggons they could find,—it was judged neceflary 
to proceed till we came here, not only to prevent ther 
bringing a force to a& upon our front and rear, but alſo 
that we might be more convenient to oppoſe any troops 


they might land at South-Amboy, which many conjectur- | 


ed to be an obje& they had in view. 'Fhis conjecture too 
had probability and ſome advices to ſupport it. 

I hoped we ſhould have met with large and early {uc- 
cours by this time : but as yet no great number of the mt 
litia of this State has come in ; nor have I much reaſon to 
expect that any conſiderable aid will be derived from the 
evunties which lie beyond this river, and in which the 
encmy are. Their ſituation will prevent it in a great 
m«aſure from thoſe parts where they are, provided the 
clinations of the people were good. Added to this, 1 


have no aſſurances that more than a very few of the troops 


compoling the flying camp will remain after the time 0 
their engagement 1s out : ſo far from it, I am told that 


ſome of general Ewing's brigadh who ſtand engages 
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the firſt of January, are now going away. If thoſe go 
whoſe ſervice expires this day, our force will be reduced 
to a mere handful. ; 

From intelligence received this n— one diviſion of 
the enemy was advanced laſt night as far as Elizabeth- 
town, and ſome of their quarter-maſters had proceeded 
about four or five miles on this fide, to provide barns, &c. 
for their accommodation. Other accounts ſay another 
diviſion, compoſed of Heſhans, are on the road through 
Springfield, and are reported to have reached that place 
aſt night. I do not know how far their views extend : 
but I doubt not, they mean to puſh every advantage reſult- 
ing from the ſmall number and ſtate of our troops. 

I early began to forward part of the ſtores from this 
place towards Philadelphia, Many are gone : the reſt we 
are removing, and _ to ſecure. 

I am, Sir, very reſpe&tfully, &c. G. W. 

P. S. I have wrote to governor Livingſton, who is ex- 
eting himſelf to throw in every aſliſtance, and to have 


guards placed at the ferries to prevent the return of the 
ſoldiers who are not diſcharged. 


To the Board of War. 


Head- , Brunſwic, November 30, R 
GENTLEMEN, .. hs get ions 
1 AM to acknowledge the receipt of your favours of 
the eighteenth, nineteenth, and twenty-third inſtant, which, 
rom the unſettled ſituation of our affairs, I have not been 
| able to anſwer before. That of the eighteenth incloſes a 
liſt of ſtores [imported] in the Hancock-and-Adams conti- 
| nental ſhip, and carried into Dartmouth in New-England, 
—vith a reſolve of Congreſs to deliver the muſkets, pow- 
(er, lead, and flints, to my order. As the ther articles 
of the cargo will be full as uſeful to the army as thoſe in- 
cluded n the reſolve, I would adviſe that direions be 
gvca to have the whole cargo removed from Dartmouth 
to ſome ſecure place in the neighbourhood of Philadelphia, 
ad there depofited - called for. -It is by no means prop- 
b 2 er 
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er that ſo great a quantity of military ſtores ſhould be lody. 
ed with the army, eſpecially at preſent, as we know not 
to-day where we ſhall be obliged to remove to-morroy:; 
and that will in all probability be the cafe white the enc. 
my continue with a light army on this fide the North- 
river. ; 

In anſwer to that part of yours of the nineteenth in 
which you aſk my advice as to the propriety vf enliſting 
priſoners of war, I would juſt obſerve, that, in my opinion, 
it. iT neither conſittent with the rules of war, nor politic: 
nor can I think, that, becauſe our enennes have committed 
an unjuſtifiable ation, by enticing, and, in ſome inſtance, 
intimidating our men into their ſervice, we oupht to folloy 
their example. Before I had the honour of yours on this 
ſubje&, I had determined to remonſtrate to general Howe 
on this head. As to thoſe few who have already enliſted, 
I would not have them again withdrawn and fent in, be- 
cauſe they might be ſubjeCted to puniſhment : but I would 
have the practice diſcontinued in future. If you will re- 
yert to the capitulation of St. John's and Chamblee, you 


will find an expreſs ſtipulation againſt the enliſting the pul 


oners taken there. 

I remarked that the enliſtment of priſoners was not! 
politic {tep :—my reaſon is this, that in time of danger! 
have always obſerved ſuch perſons moſt backward, for {ea 

' {I ſuppoſe) of falling into the bands of their former mal 
ters, from whom they expect no mercy : 'and this fear thej 
are apt to communicate to their tellow-ſoldiers. They ut 
alſo moſt ready to deſert when any action is expected, hp 
ing, by carrying intelligence, to ſecure their peace. 

I met captain Heſketh on the road ; and, as the ſitu 
tion of his family did not admit of delay, I permitted hun 
to go immediately to New-York, not having the leaſt dou 
but general Howe will make a return of any officer 0 
equal rank who ſhall be required. . 

I have the honour to be, &c. G. V. 


SIR, | Prunſwic, December T, 1776 
I YESTERDAY had the honour of writing j® 


and to adviſe you of our arrival hexs. I am pow o 
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form you that the enemy-are (till advancing, and that their 
ran-guard had proceeded as far as Bonem, a ſmall rown 
about four miles: this fide of Woodbridge, according to my 
aft intelligenc2. As to their number, reports are various. 
Some ſay they were joined yeſterday by a conſiderable re- 
:nforcement from Staten-Ifland. How far this fa may 
be true, I cannot determine : but, from every information, 
before, they were between fix and ſeven thouſand ſtrong. 

[ have for ſome time paſt ſuppoſed Philadelphia to be 


the object of their movement, and hare every reaſon to be- | 


lieve my opinion well founded, —the advices of fundry 
perſons who have had an opportunity of mixing and con- 
verfing with them on the march, agreeing that ſuch is the 
report. I have wrote to governor Livingſton upon the 
ſubject, requeſting his utmoſt exertions to forward on eve- 


ry ſuccour in his power. The ſame, I truſt, will be at- | 
tended to in Pennſylvania, Without a ſufficient number 


of men and arms, their progreſs cannot be checked :t—at 
preſent our force is totally inadequate to any attempt. 
Several officers belonging to the enemy, who were prif- 


oners, have obtained permiſſion to return. 1 have not. 


yet ſent in the names of thoſe belonging to us, tnat are to 
be exchanged for them. By a Virginia paper,-I perceive 
that captain Morgan and lieutenant Heath, who were ta- 
ken priſoners at Quebec, and now on parole, are pro- 
moted an the late arrangement of officers in that State—the 
tormer to a regiment, the latter to a majority. It would 
be well if they were releaſed : but, being Virginians, and 
not knowing that any gentlemen who were taken at the 
Jame time are ſo circumſtanced, I have declined claiming 


ther return without the opinion of Congreſs, leſt I ſbould 
incur the charge of parvality. 7 


T have ſent forward colonel Humpton to colle& proper 


boats and craft at the ferry for tranſporting our troops : 
and it will be of infinite importance to have every other 
craft, beſides what he takes for the above purpoſe, ſecured 
on the weſt fide of Delaware : mri” they may fall 

into the enemy's hands and facilitate their views. 
I have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 
|. 8 Half after one o'clock, P. M. The enemy are 
faſt advancing : ſome of them are now in hght. All the 
mea 
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[f men of the Jerſey flying camp under general Heard, being 
js applied to, have refuſed-to continue longer in- ſeryice, 


SIR, December 2, 1776, half after ſeven, P. M. 
IN a little time after I wrote you this evening, the 
enemy appeared in ſeveral parties on the heights oppoſite 
Brunſwic, and were advancing in a large body towards 
the croſhng-place. We had a ſmart cannonade whilſt we 
I were parading our men, but without any or but little loſs 
7 on either fide. Tt being impoſkble to oppoſe - them with 
| our preſent force with the leaſt proſpe& of ſucceſs, we ſhall 
? retreat to the welt fide of Delaware (and have advanced 
1} about eight miles) where it is hoped we ſhall meet a rein- 
forcement ſufficient to check their progreſs. I have ſent 
colonel Humpton forward to colle& the neceſſary boats 


_ for our tranſportation, and conceive it proper that the mi- ; 
= Hlitia from Pennſylvania ſhould be ordered towards Trenton, 
5 that they may be ready to join us, and aR as occaſion may 
4 | |  require0 - 
Hil I am, Sir, your molt obedient ſervant, G. W, 5 
{ | P. S. I wiſh my letters of yeſterday may arrive fafe, 
| | beinginformed that the return-expreſs who had them was q 
Wy idling his time, and ſhcwing them on the road. t 
WA: | | tl 
'[f p 
{I W 
[ | ' SIR, Princeton, December 2, 1796+ 0 
[4 ; | - I ARRIVED here this morning with our troops be- 
t# | tween eight and nine o*clock, when I received the honour of 
"FF of your letter of the firſt with its incloſure. D 
| When the enemy firſt landed on this fide the North- ſo 
| river, I apprehended that they meant to make a puſh this th 
|] way; and knowing that the force which I had was not & 
| ſufficient to oppoſe them, I wrote to general Lee to croſs te 
' with the ſeveral continental regiments in his diviſion, and ty 
hoped he would have arrived before now. By ſome means 
or other he has been delayed. I ſuppoſe he has paſſed ty 


| 
| 

"If 

MW: theriver, as his letter of the twenty-ſixth ultimo mentioned 

1 


that he had marched a brigade the day before, and —_ kn 
: q 
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follow the next himſelf. "The remainder: of: the troops -I 
conceived neceſſary ta guard the ſeveral paſſes through the 
Highlands ; nor do 1 think they.can be called from thence. 
"Their number is very ſmall, being reduced to very few by 
the departure of the troops who ſtood engaged till the 
thirtieth ultimo. | \ | 
F underſtand there are now at Briſtol ſeveral priſoners. 
As their exchange at this: time cannot be effeted with 
propriety, I think it will be neceffary, under the -preſend 
ftuation of affairs, to have them removed immediately to 
ſome more interior place, upon their paroles.. If they res 
main, they may be of infinite diſadvantage 
I have the honour to be, &c. | G. W. 
[On the outfude of the foregoing letter, which ts, as uſual; 
addrefſed to the Pre/ident of Congreſs, appears the follows 
ing line to Mr. Peters, ſecretary to the board of war.] 
vir, diſpatch. an expreſs immediately, to have the priſ- 
oners at Briſtol removed. R. H. HAarris0N, 


SIR, Head-Duarters, Trenton, Dec. 3,17 76: 


I ARRIVED here myſelf yeſterday morning with: 
the main body of the army, having left lord: Stirling with 
two brigades at Princeton and that neighbourhood, to watch 
the motions of the enemy, and give. notice of their ap- 
proach. Iam informed that they had not entered Brun(- 
vic yeſterday morning at nige-o*clock, but were on the 
oppolite fide -of 'the Rariton. 

Immediately on my arrival here, I ordered the removal 
0 all- the military and other ſtores and baggage over the 
Delaware ; a great quantity are already gut over ; and as: 
ſoon as the boats come up from-Philadelphia, we ſhall load 
them ; by which means I hope to have every thing ſecur- 
fl this night and to-morrow, if we are not diſturbed. Af- 
& being diſencumbered of my baggage and ſtores, my fu- 
tre ſituation will depend entirely upon circumſtances. 
have not heard a word from general Lee fince the 
wenty-ſixth of laſt month ; which ſurpriſes me not a little, 
% I hare diſpatched daily exprefſes to him, deſiring to- 
"Ww when. I might look for. him. This makes me _—_ 
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ful that my. letters have not reached him.. I am informeg 
by report that general St. Clair has joined him with three 
or four regiments from the northward. To know the 
truth of this, and alſo when I may expe& him, and with' 
what numbers, I have this minute diſpatched colonel Stey. 
ard (general Gates's aide-de-camp) to meet general Lee 
and bring me an account. 

I look. out earneſtly for the reinforcement from Phila. 
delphia. I am in hopes, that, if we can draw a good head 
of men together, it will give ſpirits to the militia of this 
State, who have as yet afforded me little or no affitance x 
nor can I hnd they are likely to do-much. 

General' Heard juſt informs me that a perſon, on whoſe 
veracity he can denend, has reported to him that on Sun- 
day laft he counted a hundred and ſeventeen fail of ſhips 
going out of the Hyok, You may depend upon being ad- 
viſed inſtantly of any. further- movement in.the enemy's 
army. or mine. | 


I have the honour. to be, &c. G. V. Ti 

$] 

SI 'R, | ; Trenton, December 4, 11106- ed 
SINCE 1 had the honour of addrefimg you yeſterday, BN " 

I received a letter from general Lee. On. the thartieth ul- da 
timo he was at Peekſkill, and expected to paſs the river BW 1% 
with his diviſion two days after. From this intelligence | 
| you will-readily conclude that he will not be able to afford il "* 
us any aid for ſeveral days. The. report of general St. Wi *©* 
Clair's having joined him with three or. four regiments, [ the 
believe to be altogether premature, as he mentions nothing mi 
of it. It has ariſen, as I am-informed, from: the return of 
ſome of the Jerſey and Pennſvivania troops from Ticon- I 
deroga, whoſe time of ſervice is expired. They have cock 
reached Piuckemin, where I kave wrote to have them halt oy 


ed and kept together, if they can be prevailed 0n, tl 
further orders. N05 

'Fhe incloſed is a copy of a letter which came to hant 
laſt night from major Clark, to which I beg leave to rele Wi 
you for the intelligence it contains. The number of tt 
enemy ſaid to be embarked is ſuppoſed to be rather _— 
gerated. 
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perated. That there has been an -embarkation 1s: not to 
| be doubted, it being confirmed through various channels. 
By coionel Griffin, who went from Brunſwic on Sunday 
morning with a captain- Sims, to paſs him by our guards, 
and who was detained by lord Cornwallis tri] Monday 
evening on account of his ſituation, the-amount of general 
Clinton's force, from what he could: colle& from the ofh- 
cers, was about 'fix thouſand : as to their deſtination, he 
could not obtain the leaſt information. 'By him IT alfo Li 
fearn the enemy” were in Brunſwic, and that ſome of their it 
advanced parties had proceeded two miles on this fide. 1 
The heavy rain that has fallen'has' probably checked their th 
progreſs, and may prevent their further movement for ſome | 
ume. 4 C1 

I have the honour to be, &c. G. W. Si! 
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To Richard Peters, eſquire, ſecretary to the Board of War. | 


SIR, Head-Duarvers, T' renton, Dec. 4, 1776. 


YOURS of the twentieth of laſt month was deliver- 
ed to me by the brigadier La Roche de Fermoy, who is 
now here, but unable to render me that ſervice, which, I | | 
Gre ſay, from his character, he would, were he better ac- I 
quainted with our language. | 

[ yeſterday received a letter from you without a date, 
mentioning that the priſoners from York-town were di- 
rected to balt at Newtown for my orders. On hearing 
they were there, I ſent colonel Moylan to condu@ them, 
aid the priſoners from Reading who arrived nearly at the 

Wine time, over towards Brunfſwic, and deliver them in, 

I hope you have not ſent captain Price, lieutenant Pea- 
96k, and major Campbell, on to this place, as it is highly 

proper they ſhould ſee and know the fituation of our 
amy here and at Princeton. They had better be ſent up, 
under the care of ſome perſon, to Newtown or that neigh- 
bourhood, and there ygait the arrival of ſome larger party, 

6 Vo, l imagine, will be ſoon forwarded from Lancaſter, | 
dd po in with them + I! 
Lieutenant | 


\ 
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Lieutenant Symes .came over to. me at 'Brunſwic from 
Bethlehem without the leaſt guard or eſcort.; and a liew. 
tenant of the ſeventh regiment went through our whole 
army, and was at laſt diſcovered by a mere accident. He 

' had a paſs from the- council of —_ and that was all, 
Such an irregular. moede of ſuffering priſoners to go in alone 
muſt be put a ſtop to, or the enemy will -be as well ac- 
quainted with our fituation as we-are- ourſelves. If they 
are left at liberty, to chooſe their own-route, they will al. 
ways take that through our army, for reaſons too-obyioug 
to mention. 


I am, Sir, your-moſt obedient ſervant, G.W, 


T have been obliged to ſend down a number of our ſick 
'to Philadelphia, to make room for the troops, and to re- 
move them out of the 'way. Be pleaſed to'have fome car 
taken to have them properly accommodated. [I ſhould 
think part of the houſe-of-employment might be procured 
for that purpoſe. 1 have ordered down an officer from 
each regiment, and a'ſurgeon's mate, if they can be-ſpared: 
but I hope they will not want the aſfiſtance of the viſiting 
phyſicians of the hoſpital. | 


———  ——  —— — 


% 


S1R, Trenton, December 73,1776. | 


AS nothing but neceſſity obliged me to retire befor 
the enemy and leave ſo much of the Jerſeys unprotedt, b 
I conceive it my duty, and it correſponds with my incl: 
nation, to make head -agairiſt them ſo ſoon as the" 
ſhall be the leaſt probability of doing it with propriet] , 
That the country :might in ſome meaſure be covered, | X 
left two brigades conſiſting of the five Virginia regime" 
and that of Delaware, containing in the whole about twelrt 
hundred men fit for duty, under the command of lov 1 
Stirling-and general Stephen, at Princeton, till the bagg# 


and ftores could croſs the Delaware, or the troops pace n 
their reſpe&tive commands ſhovld be forced from then hy * 
I ſhall now, having removed the greateſt part of the abr © 
articles, face about with ſuch'troops as are here fit for itt W 
vice, and march back to Princeton, and there gover" h 


ſelf by circumſtances and the movements of general 
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At any event, the enemy's progreſs may be retarded by 
this means if they intend to come on, and the people's 
fears in ſome meaſure quieted, if they do not. ' Sorry I 
am to obſerve, however, that the frequent calls-upon the 
militia of this State, the want of exertion in the principal 
gentlemen of the country, or a fatal ſupineneſs and inſenfi- 
bility of danger till it is too late to prevent an evil that was 
not only foreſeen but foretold, have been the cauſes of our 
hte diſpraces. | ": | 

If the militia of this State had ſtepped ſorth in ſeaſon 
{and timely notice they had,) we might have prevented 
the enemy's croſſing the Hackinſac, although without ſome 
previous notice of the time and place it was impoſhble to 
have done this at the North-river. We might with equal 
probability of ſucceſs have made a ſtand at Brunſwic on 
the Rariton. But as both theſe rivers were fordable in a 


rariety of places (knee-deep only, ) it required many men 


to detend the paſſes ; and theſe we had not. At Hack- 
infac our force was inſufficient, becauſe a part was at Eliz- 
abeth-town, Amboy, and Brunſwic, guarding a coaſt which 
I thought moſt expoſed to danger ; and at Brunſwic, be- 
cauſe I was diſappointed in my expeQation of militia, and 
becauſe on the day of the enemy's approach (and probably 
the occaſion of it) the term of the Jerſey and Maryland 
brigades* ſervice expired ; neither of which would conſent 
to ſtay an hour longer. | 

Theſe, among ten thouſand other inſtances, might be 
adduced to ſhew the diſadvantages of ſhort enliſtments, and 
the little dependence upon militia in times of real danger. 
But, as yeſterday cannot be recalled, I will not dwell up- 
on a ſubject which, no doubt, has given much uneaſineſs 
to Foes, as well as extreme pain and anxiety to myſelf. 
My arlſt wiſh is that Congreſs may be convinced of the 
mpropriety of relying upen the militia, and of the neceſſity 
of raiſing a larger ſtanding army than what they have voted. 
The ſaving in the article of Rores, proviſions, and in a 
thouſand other things, by having nothing to do with mili- 
tia unleſs in caſes of extraordinary exigency, and ſuch as 
could not be expected in the common courſe of events, 
woulc amply ſupport a large army, which, well officered, 
would be daily improving, inſtead of continuing a deſtruc- 
uve, expenſive, and diſorderly mob. 
Vor, I, Cc I am 
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I am clear in opinion, that, if forty thouſand men hag 
been kept in conſtant pay ſince the firlt commencement of 
hoſtilities, and the militia had been excuſed doing duty 
during that period, the continent would have ſayed money, 
When I refle& on the Jlofſes we have ſuſtained for want of 
good troops, the certainty of this is placed: beyond a doubt 
mn my mind. In ſuch caſe, the militia, who have been 
haraſſed and tired by repeated calls upon them (and farm- 
ing and manufactures 'in a manner fuſpended,) ,would, 
upon any preſhng emergency, have run with alacrity to 

49 arms ; whereas the cry now is, © they may be as well ru 
_  -incd in one way as another ;” and with difficulty they are 
[> obtained. | 
|: I mention theſe things to ſhew, that, in my opinion, if 
79 any dependence 1s placed in the militia another year, Con- 
ny greſs will be deceixed. When danger is a little removed 
[ þ from them, they will not turn out at all. When it comes 
19 home to them, the well-affecGied, inſtead of flying to arms 

| to defend themſelves, are buitly employed in removing ther 
fmilies and effets,—whillt the diſaffeed are concerting 
meaſures to make their ſubmiſſion, and ſpread terror and 
diſmay all around, to induce others to folloxy the exan- 
ple. Daily experience and abundant proofs warrant this - 
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I ſhall this day reinforce lord Stirling with about twelve d: 
hundred men, which will make his gymber about two 


thouſand four hundred. To-morrow I mean to Tepair to 
Princeton myſelf, and ſhall order the Pennſylvania troops 
(who are not yet arrived, except part of the German bat- 


Coe dee ry 
Rue  _ 


[ talion and a company of light infantry) to the ſame place. JI 
. ns ic + and 

þ By my laſt advices, the enemy are ſtill at Brunſwic 3 a 

ml the account adds that general Howe was expected @t Elize zen 

Ut abeth-town with a reinforcement, to ere& the king's ſtanc- BY 

; ard, and demand a ſubmiſſion of this State. 1 can only 2 {6 

give this as a report brought from the enemy's camp bY Wh id; 

ſome of the country people. | vet 


L have the honour to be, &c, G. V, 


.T rats, 
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SIR, | | Trenton, December 6; 1176. 


I HAVE not received'any intelligence of the ene- 

my's movements fince niy letter of yeſterday. From eve- 

information, they {till remain at Brunſwic, except ſome 
of their parties who are advanced'a {mall diſtance on this 
fide, To-day I ſhall ſet out for Princeton myſelf, unleſs 
ſomething ſhould occur to prevent me, which I do not 
expect, St 

By a Ictter of the fourteentlr ultimo from a Mr. Cald- 
well, a clergyman, and a ſtaunch friend to the cauſe, who 
has fled from Elizabeth-town, and taken refuge in the 
mountains about ten miles from hence, I am informed'that 
reneral or lord Howe was expected in'that town to publiſtr 
pardon and peace. His words are, © I have not ſeen his 
proclamation, but can only fay he gives ſixty day of grace, 
ard pardons from the' Congreſs down to the committee. 
No one man in the continent is to be denied his mercy.”” 
In the language of this, good' man,” 'The Lord deliver us 
from his mercy! — © | 

Your letter of the third, by major Livingſton, was duly 
received. Before it came to hand, I had wrote to gene- 
ral Howe about governor Franklin's exchange, but am 
not certain whether the letter could not be recovered. T 
Gſpatched a meſſenger inſtantly: for that purpoſe. _ 

I haye the honour to be, &c. G. W, 


31IR, My. BerHey's Summer Seat, Dec. $, I776, 
COLONEL Reed would inform you of the intelli- 
gence which I firſt met with on the road from Trenton to 
Princeton yeſterday. Before I got to the latter, I received: 
a lecond expreſs informing me, that, as the-enemy were 
«rancing by different routes, and attempting by one to 
g*t 1n the rear of our troops which were there, (and whoſe 
tumbers were ſmall, and the place by no means defenſible) 
tey had judged it prudent to retreat to Trenton. The 
"eat was accordingly made; and fince-to this fide of the 
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This information I thought it my duty to communicate 
as ſoon as poſſible, as there is not 2 moment's time to he 
loſt in aſſembling ſuch force as can be colleed ; and as 
the objec of the enemy cannot now be doubted in the 
ſmalleſt degree. Indeed I ſhall be out in my conjequre 
(for it 18 only conjecture) if the late embarkation at New- 
York 1s not for Delaware river, to co-operate with the ar- 
my under the immediate command of general Howe, who, 
I am informed from good authority, is with the Britiſh 
troops and his whole force upon this route. 

I bave no certain intelligence of general Lee, although 
I have ſent frequent expreſſes to him, and lately a colonel 
Humpton to bring me ſome accurate accounts of his fitu- 
ation. I laſt night diſpatched another gentleman to him 
(major Hoops) defiring he would haſten his march to the 

elaware, in which I would provide boats near a place 
called Alexandria, for the tranſportation of his troops. I 
cannot account for the ſlowneſs of his march. 

In the diſordered and moving ſtate of the army, I can» 
not get returns : but, from the beſt accounts, we had be- 
tween three thouſand and three thouſand five hundred men, 
before the Philadelphia militia and German battalion arriv- 
ed :—they amount to about two thouſand, 

I have the honour to be, &c. G.V. 


SIR, Head-D uarters, Trenton Falls, Dec. 9, 1776, 


I DID myſelf the honour of writing to you yelter- } 


day, and informing you that I had removed the troops t0 
this fide of the Delaware. Soon after, the enemy made 
their appearance, and their van entered juſt as our rear 
guard quitted. We had remoyed all our ſtores, except a few 


boards. From the beſt information, they are 1n two vod- 


ies, one at and near Trenton, the other ſome miles higher 
up, and inclining towards Delaware ; but whether with 
intent to croſs there, or throw themſelyes between gene 
Lee and me, 1s yet uncertain. 


I have this morning detached lord Stirling with his 


brigade, to take poſt at the different Janding-places, and 


prevent them from ſtealing a march upon vs from _— 
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for I am informed, if they croſs at Coryel's ferry or there- 
abouts, they are as near to Philadelphia, as we are here. 
From ſeveral accounts I am led to think that the enemy 
xre bringing boats with them : if ſo, it will be impoſhble 
for our ſmall force to give them any conſiderable oppoſition | 
in the paſſage of the river, [as they may] make a feint at | 
one place, and, by a ſudden -removyal, carry their boats 

higher or lower before we can - bring our cannon to play 

upon them-- | | | 

Under theſe cireumſtances, the ſecurity of Philadelphia: 
ſhould be'our next objet. From my own remembrance, 

- but more. from information, (for 1 never. viewed ' the. 
ground) 1 ſhould think that a communication of lines and 
redoubts might ſoon be formed from the Delaware to 
Schuylkill on the north entrance of the city, the lines to 
9gin on the Schuylkill fide, about the heights of Springate- 
bury, and run eaſtward to Delaware, upon the molt adyan- 
tageous and commanding grounds. If ſomething of this 
kind is not done, the enemy might, in caſe any misfortune 
ſhould befal us, march directly in, and take poſiethon.. 
We have ever found that .lines, however ſlight, are very li þ 
formidable to them :. they would at leaſt” give a check till 
people could recover of the fright and conſternation that 
naturally attends the firſt appearance of an enemy. 

In the mean time every ſtep ſhould be taken to ccile&t 
force, not only from Pennfylyania, but from the moit neigh- | 
bourly States. If we can keep the enemy from entering ile 
Philadelphia, and keep the communication by water open it! 
for ſupplies, we may yet make a ſtand, if the country will | 
_ <ove to our affiſtance 11]l our new levies can be collected. it 
| {the meaſure of fortifying the city ſhould be adopted, | 
ſome ſkilful perſon ſhould immcdictely view the grounds, | I 

q 4 begin to-trace out the lines and works: I am inform- | 

bl there is'a French eogineer of eminence ia Philadelphia | if 
it this time 2: if ſo, he will be the molt proper. Fi 
have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 4 
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P.S..I haye juit- received the incloſed from general | 
eath, General MiMin is this moment come up, ard | 
tells me that all the military ſtores yet remain in Philadel- | 
Pia, This make the immediate fortif;ing of the city ſo Wi 
deceiſary, that I have defired general Miflin to return to bi 
Cc2 take | 
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take charge. of the ſtores, and have ordered major-general 
Putnam immediately down to ſuperiatend the works and 
give the neceſlary directions. 


SIR, Reads Dwuarters, Falls of Delaware, Dee. Io, 1176. 


SINCE LI had the honour of addrefling you yeſter- 
day, nothing of importance has occurred. In reſpe& to 


_ the enemy's movements, I have obtained no other infor- 


mation than that they have a number of parties patroling 
up and down the river, particularly above. As yet they 
have not attempted to paſs ; nor do any of their patroles, 
though ſome are exceedingly ſmall, meet with the leaſt in- 
terruption from the inhabitants of Jerſey. 

By a letter received laſt night from general Lee, of the 
eighth inſtant, he was then at Morriſtown, where he en- 
tertained thoughts of eſtabliſhing a poſt : but, on receiving 
my diſpatches by major Hoops, I ſhould ſuppoſe he would 
be convinced of the neceſhity of his proceeding this way 
with all the force he can bring. 

I have the honour to be, &c. G. V. 


P. S. MNine o'clock, A. M. TI this minute received in- 
formation that the enemy were repairing the bridges three 
or four miles below Trenton ; which ſeems to indicate an 
intention of their paſſing lower down, and ſuggeſts to me 
the neceſſity that ſome attention ſhould be had to the fort 
at Billingſport, left they ſhould poſſeſs theraſelves of it ; the 
conſideration of which [I beg leave to ſubnnt to Congrels, 

| 4 have wrote to the council of ſafety on” the ſubject. 


* 


SIR, Head- Duarters, Falls of Delanware, Dec. 11, 1716. 

AFTER I had wrote you yeſterday, I received ce! 
tain information that the enemy, after repairing Crofwix 
bridge, had adyanced a party of about five hundred '0 
Bordentown, By their taking this route, it confirms 0: 
in my opinion, that they have an intention to land betwe® 
this and Philadelphia, as well as above, if they can p'& 
cure boats for that purpoſe. r uf 
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[ laſt night direted commodore Seymour to ſtation alt 
kis galleys between Bordentown and Philadelphia, to give- 


the earlieſt intelligence of any appearance of the enemy on- 


the Jerſey ſhore. Fs 

I yeſterday rode up the river about eleven miles, to lord 
Stirling's poſt, where I found z priſoner of the forty-ſecond 
regiment who had been juſt brought in. He informed me 
that lord Cornwallis was at Pennytown with two battalions 
of grenadiers, and three of light-infantry,- all Britiſh, the: 
Heſhan grenadiers, the forty-ſecond Highland regiment, 


and two other battations, the names of which he did not- 


remember. He knew nothing of the reafons of their be- 
ing aſſembled there,. nor what were their future intentions. 
But I laſt night received information from my lord Stir- 
ling, which had been brought in by his ſcouts, which in 
ſome meaſure accounted for their-being there. They had 
made a forced march from 'Trenton on Sunday night, to 
Coryel's ferry, in hopes of ſurpriſing a ſufficient number 
of boats to tranſport them ; but, finding themſelves difap- 
pointed, had marched back ro Pennytown, where they re- 
manned yeſterday. From their ſeveral attempts to ſeize 
boats, it does not look as if they had brought any with 
them, as I was at one time informed. I lait night ſent 
2 perſon over to Trenton, to karn whether there was 
any appearance of building any : but he could not perceive 
any preparations for a work of that kind ; 1ſo that I amin- 
hopes, if proper care is taken to keep all the craft out of 
their way, they will find the croſhng of Delaware a matter 
of conſiderable difficulty. 
| Ireceived another letter from general Lee laſt evening : 
it was dated at Chatham (which I take to be near Mor- 
iltown) the eighth of this month. He had then received 
my letter fent by major Hoops, but ſeemed (till inclined. 
to hang upon the enemy's rear, to which I ſhould have no- 
objeftion, had I a ſufficient force to oppoſe them in front; 
but as I have not at preſent, nor do I fee much probabil- 
ty of further reinforcement, I have wrote to him in the 
molt preſſing terms, to join me with all expedition. 
ajor Sheldon, who commands the volunteer horſe 
rom ConneCticut, waits upon Congreſs to eſtabliſh ſome 
mode of pay. I caa oaly fay that the ſervice of —_— 
an 
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and kis troop has been ſuch as merits the warmeſt thanks 
of the public, and deſerves a handſome compenſation for 
their trouble. Whatever is fettled' now, will ſerve for x 
precedent in future. -From the experience I have had, 
this campaign, of the utility-of horſe, I am convinced there 
is no carrying on the war: without them 3 and I would 
therefore recommend the eſtabliſhment - of one or more 
corps (in proportion to the number of foot) in addition'to: 
thoſe. already raiſed in Virginia, If major Sheldon would 
undertake the command of: a regiment of horſe on the 
ccntinental eſtabliſhment, I believe he could very ſoor- 
raiſe them ; and I can recommend him as a man of ady- 
ity and ſpirit, from what I have ſeen of him. 

I'have the honour tobe, &c. + GC. We 


el - % os 


31IR, : Trenton Falls, December 12, 1776, 

I LAST night received the favour of Mr. Thomp- 
ſon's letter inclofing the proceedings of Congreſs of the 
eleventh inſtant. As the publication of their reſolve, in 
my opinion, will not lead to any good end, but, on the: 
contrary, may be attended with Nan bad conſequences, I 
ſhall take the liberty to decline inſerting it in' this day's 
orders. I am perſuaded, if the ſubje& is taken up and 
re-conſidered, that Congreſs will concur with me in ſent 
ment. I doubt not but there are ſome who have propagated 
the report : but what if they have ? Their remaining inor 
leaving Philadelphia muſt be governed by circumſtances 
and events. If their departure ſhould become neceſſary, 
it will be right-:. on the other hand, if there ſhould not be 
a neceſiity for it, they will remain, and their* continuance 
will ſhew the report” to be the produftion of celumny and 
falſchood. In a word, Sir, 1 conceive it a matter that 


may be as well diſregarded ; and that the removal or ſtay- A 
ing of Congreſs, depending entirely upon events, ſhould F 
not have been the ſubjett of a reſolye. 6 

The intelligence we obtain reſpe&ing the movements Bn | 


and ſituation of the enemy is far from being ſo certain and 
ſatisfactory as I could with, though every probable means 
30 my power, and that I can deyiſe, are adopted for tþat 

. purpor 
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purpoſe, The lateſt I have received was from lord Stir- 
ng laſt night. He fays that two grenadiers-of the In- 
niſkillena regiment, who were taken. and brought in- by: 
fome countrymen, inform that generals Howe, Corn- 
wallis, Vaughan, &c. with about ſix thouſand of the flying 
army, were at Pennytown,. waiting for pontoons to come 
up, with. which. they mean-to paſs the river near the Blue 
Mounts, or at Coryel's ferry,—they believe the latter ;— 
that the two battalions of puards- were at” Brunfwic, and: 
the Hen grenadiers, chafſeurs, and a regiment or two- 
of Britjh troops, are at 'Treaton. | 

Captain Maller of colonel Hand's regiment alſo informs: 
mz, that a body of the: enemy were marching to Burling- 
ton yeſterday morning. He had been ſent over with a: 
{trong ſcouting: party, and, at: day-break, fell in with their 
advanced guards conſiſting of about four hundred Heſhan 
troops, who: fired upon him: before they were diſcovered,. 
but without any loſs, and obliged him to retreat with his 
party and to take boat. The number of the whole he 
could not aſcertain : but it appeared. to be conſiderable. 
Captain Miller's account'is partly confirmed by commodore- 
deymour, who reports that four or five hundred of the en- 
emy had entered the town. Upon the whole, there can 
be no doubt. but that Philadelphia is their obje, and that: 
they will paſs the Delaware as ſoon as poſſible. Happy 
mould I be if I could fee the means of preventing them x. 
at prefent, I confeſs, I do not, All mihtary writers agree 
that it is a work. of great difficulty, nay, impraQticable,. 
where there is: any extent of coaſt to-guard. This is the 
cale with.us ; and we have to do it with a force ſmall 
and inconfiderable, and much inferior- to that of the enemy. 
Perhaps Congreſs have fome hope and proſpe& of rein-- 
forcements : I have no intelligence of the ſort, and wiſh. 
to be informed on the ſubjet.. Our little handful is daily 
decreaſing by ſickneſs and other cauſes :: and; without aid, 
without. conſiderable ſuccours and exertions on the part of 
| tc people, what can we reaſonably look for or expe, but. 
an event that will be ſeverely felt by the common cauſe, 
and that will wound the heart of every virtuous American, 
—the loſs of Philadelphia ? The ſubje& is diſagreeable : 
Fant yet it is. true, I will leaye it, wiſhing that our fitua- 
tion 
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fon may become ſuch as to do away the apprehenſiong 
which at this time ſeem to fill the minds of too'many, and 
with too much juſtice. | DEG | 

By a letter from general Heath, dated at Peekſkill, the 
eighth, I am adviſed that lieutenant-colonel Voſe was then 
there with Greaton's,, Bond's and' Porter's regiments; 
amounting in the whole to between five and' ſix hundred 
men, who were coming this way. He adds that generals 
Gates and Arnold would be at Goſhen that night, with 
Stark's, Poor's, and Read's regiiients ; but for what pur- 
poſe he does not mention. 

The incloſed extract of a letter which I received laſt 
night contains intelligence of an agreeable nature. I wiſh 
to hear its confirmation by the arrival of the ſeveral prizes: 
that with clothing. and arms will 'be an invaluable acqui- 
ſition. - 

I ſhall be glad to be adviſed of the mode I ar to obſerre 
in paying the officers ; whether they are to be allowed to 
draw the pay lately eſtabliſhed, and from what time, or 
how long they are to be paid under the old eſtabliſhment, 
A pay-roll which was preſented yeſterday, being made up 
for the new, has given riſe to theſe propoſitions. Upon 
my obje&ing. to it, I was told that Congreſs or the board 
of war had'eſtabliſhed the precedent, by paying'the fixth 
regiment of Virginia troops commanded by colonel Buck: 
ger, agreeable ro the latter, as they came through Phils- 


delphia. 
1 have the honour to be, &c. G, W. 
SIR, Head- Duarters, Trenton Falls, Dec. 13, 1 116, 


THE apparent deſigns of the enemy being to avcid 
this ferry, and land-their troops above and below us, hare 
induced me to remove from this place the greater part 0 


the troops, and throw them into a different diſpoſition 01 


the river, whereby I hope not only to be more able to impece 
their paſſage, but alſo to avoid' the danger of being it- 
cloſed in this angle of the river. And notwithſtanding 
the extended appearances of the enemy on the other fide, 


wade, at lealt in part, to divert-our attention. from any 
particylar 
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particular point.as well as to haraſs us by fatigue, I cannat 
diveſt myſelf of the opinion that their principal deſign is to 
ford the river ſomewhere above Trenton : to which defign 
1 have had particular reſpe& in the new arrangement, 
wherein 1 am ſo far happy as to have the concurrence of 
the general officers at this place. | 

Four brigades of the army, under generals lord Stirling, 
Mercer, Stephenand De Fermoy, extend from Yardley's up 
to Coryel's ferry, poſted in ſuch a manner as to guard 
erery ſuſpicious part of the river, and to afford aſſiſtance to 
each other in caſe of attack. General Ewing, with 
the flying camp of Pennſylvania, and a few Jerſey troops 
under general Dickinſon, are poſted from Yardley's ferry 
down to the ferry oppoſite Bordentown. Colonel Cad- 
wallader, with the Pennſylvania nulitia, occupies the ground 
above and below the mouth of Nefhaminy river as far 
down as Dunk's ferry, at which place colonel Nixon is 
polted with the third battalion of [ Pennſylvania. ] A 
proper quantity of artillery is appointed to each brigace z 
and I have ordered ſmall redoubts to be thrown up oppo- 
ſite every place where there is a poſlibility of fording. 1 
ſhall remove further up the river to be near the main body 
of my ſmall army, with which every poſſible oppoſition 
ſhall be given to any further approach of the enemy to- 
wards Philadelphia. 

As general Armſtrong has a good deal of influence in 


ts State, and our preſent force is ſmall and inconfidera- 


ble, I think he cannot be better employed than to repair 
to the counties where his intereſt Jies, to animate the peo- 
ple, promote the recruiting ſervice, and encourage the mi- 
litia to come in. He will alfo be able to form a proper 
Ju dotvent of the places ſuitable for magazines of proviiian 
tO be collefted. T have requeſted him to wait upon Con- 
oreſs on this ſubje& : and if general Smallwood ſhould go 
to Maryland on the fame buſineſs, 1 think it would have 
a happy effect : he is popular and of great influence, and, 
1 am perſuaded, would contribute greatly to that State's 
furniſhing her quota of men in a little time. He is now 
17 Philadelphia. 
I have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 
| Mead-Bruarters, 
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SIR, Head: Quarters, at Keith's, Dc, 15, 1596. 


ABOUT one o'clock:to-day I received a letter from 
general Sullivan, a copy of which you have incloſed, 1 
will not comment on the melancholy intelligence which it 
contains, only adding that I fincerely regret general Lee's 
_ uphappy fate, and feel much for the loſs of my country in 


his captivity. BY | 
In reſpe& to the eneray, they have been induſtrious in 
their attempts to procure boats and {mall craft : but as yea 
their efforts have not ſucceeded. From the lateſt advices 
that I Have of their movements by ſome priſoners and 
Others, they appear to be leaving Trenton, and to be filing 
off towards Princetown and Allentown. What their de- 
figns are, whether they mean to retreat, or only a fint, 
cannot be determined. 1. have parties out to watch then 
motions, and to farm, if poſlible, an accurate opinion of 
therr plans. | 
Qur force, ſince my laſt, has received no augmentation, 
.—of courſe, by fickneſs and other cauſes, has diminiſhed: 
but I am adviſed by a letter from the council of ſafety, 
which juſt came to hand, that colonels Burd and Gll- 
breath are marching with their battalions of ,militm, and 
alſo that ſome ſmall parties are aſſembling in Cumberland 


county. * ©. | 4 
I have the bonour to be, &c. GV. WM. 

ſu 

th 

&1R, Head-D varters, at Keith's, Dec. r6, 117d. 4 
IN a Hate letter which I had the honour of addreſing BY .., 

you, I took the liberty to recommend that more batyeliors BY 4. 
ſhould be raiſed for the new army than what had va B41. 
voted. Having fully conſidered the matter, I am more By 1. 


and more convinced not only of the propriety but of the 
neceſſity of the meaſure. That the enemy will Jeave nott 
ing un-eſſayed in the courſe of the next campaign tore 
duce theſe States to the rule of a moſt * * *, muſtix 
obvious to every one ; and that the- militia is not toe 
depended on, or aid expeRed from them but in caſes dl 


the molt preſing emergency, is not to be doubted. bp 
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{rt -of theſe propoſitions is unqueſtionable, and fatal ex- 
xrience has given her ſan&tion to the truth of the latter : 
indeed their lethargy of late, and backwardneſs to turn out 
at this alarming criſis, ſeem to juſtify an apprehenſion that 
nothing can briag them from their homes. For want of 
their afſiftance, a large part of Jerſey has been expoſed to 
ravage and to plunder ; nor. do I know that Pennſylvania 
would ſhare a better fate, could general Howe effect a paſ- 
fage acroſs the Delaware with a reſpeQable force. Theſe 
conſiderations have induced me to wiſh that no reliance, 
except ſuch as may ariſe from neceſſity, ſhould ever be had 
in them again 3 and to make further mention to Congreſs 
of the expediency of increaſing their army. 4 truſt the 
meaſure will meet their earlieſt attention. ' 

Had I leiſure and were it necefſlary, I could ſay much 
upon this head : but,-as I have not, and the matter is well 
underſtood, I will not add much. By augmenting the 
number of your battalions, you will augment your force z 
the officers of each will have their intereſt and influence ; 
and, upon the whole, their numbers will be much greater, 
though they ſhould not be complete. Added to this, from 
the preſent confuſed ſtate of Jerſey, and the improper ap- 
pointment of officers in many inſtances, I hare little or no 
expeCation that ſhe will be able to raiſe all the troops ex- 
ated from her, though I think it might be dcne, were 
ſuitable ſpirited gentlemen commiſhoned, who would exert 
themſelves, and encourage the people, many of whom (for * 
a failure in this inſtance, and who arg well diſpoſed) are 
making their ſubmiſhons. In a word, the next will be a 
irying campaign : and as all that is 'dear and valuable may 
depend upon the ifſue of it, I would adviſe that nothing 
ould be omitted, that ſhall ſeem neceſſary to-our ſucceſs. 
Let us have a reſpectable army, and ſuch as will be com- 
petent to every ex1gency. | 

I will alſo add that the critical fituation of our affairs, 
and the aiffolution of our preſent force, (now at hand) re= 
quire taat erery nerve and exertion be employed for re- 
rating the new battalions. One part of general Howe?s 
movements at this time, I believe, is with a deſign to dif- 
us and prevent this buſineſs. Tf: the inclemengy of 

a Weather thould force him into winter-quarters, he will 
, 7emwn there Jonger than neceſſity ſhall oblige him : he 
vL, I. D | wul 
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will commence his operations in a ſhort ſpace of time ; 
and in that time our levies muſt be made up, to oppoſe 
_ or I fear the moſt melancholy of all events muſt take 

ace. 
n The incloſed extra of a letter from the commiſſary. 
g=neral will ſhew his demands for money, and his plans 
for procuring falted proviſions and a quantity of flour from 
the ſouthward. The whole is ſubmitted to the conſidera- 
tion of Congreſs ; and I wifh the reſult of their opinion 
to be tranſmitted him, with ſuch ſupplies of money as may 
be neceſlary for himſelf and the departments he mentions, 

The clothing of the troops 1s. a matter of infinite import- 
ance, and, if it could be accompliſhed, would have a hap- 
py effect. "Their diſtreſſes are extremely great, many of 
them being entirely naked, and moſt fo thinly clad as to 
be unfit for ſervice. IT muft entreat Congreſs to write to 
the agents and contrators upon this ſubje&, that every 
poſhble ſupply may be procured and forwarded with the 
utmoſt expedition. I cannot attend to the buſineſs myſelf, 
having more than I can poſlibly do beſides. 

I have the honour to be, &c. G. W, 


$ 1 R, Camp, above T renton Falls, Dec. 20, 17%, 


I HAVE waited with much impatience to know the 
determinations of Congreſs on the propoſitions made ſome 
time in OQober laft for augmenting our corps of artillery 
and eſtabliſhing a corps of engineers. 'The time is nov 
come when the firſt cannot be delayed without the great: 
eſt injury to the ſafety of theſe States ; and therefore, 1 . 
der the reſolution of Congreſs bearing date the twe!ftn 1 
ſtant, at the repeated inſtances of colonel Knox, and by = 
the preſſing advice of all the general officers now here, | "; 
have ventured to order three battalions of artuzery t0 Vi 1 
immediately recruited. "Theſe are two leſs than colon 

* Knox recommends, as vou will ſee by his plan incloſed: 
but then this ſcheme comprehends all the United Statch 
whereas ſome of the States have corps already eſtabliſhed 
and theſe three battalions are indiſpenſably neceſſary 
the operations in this quarter, including the northern & 
partment. , 
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| 'The pay of our artilleriſts bearing no proportion: with 
that in the Engliſh or French ſervice, —the murmuring and 
difatisfattion. thereby occaſioned, and the abſolute impoſh- 
bility (as I am told) of getting them upon the old terms, 
—and the unavoidable neceſſity of obtaining them at 
all events, —have induced me (allo by advice) to promiſe 
officers and men that their pay ſhould be augmented twen- 
ty-five per cent, or that their engagements ſhall become 
null and void. This may appear to Congreſs ptemature 
and unwarrantable. But, Sir, if they view our fituation in 
the light it ſtrikes their officers, they will be convinced of 
the utility. of the meaſure, and that the execution could 
not be delayed till after their meeting at Baltimore. In 
ſort, the preſent exigency of our affairs will not admit of 
delay either in council or the field : for well convinced I 
am, that, if the enemy go into quarters at all, it will be 
for a ſhort ſeaſon. But I rather think the deſign of gen- 
eral Howe is'to poſſeſs himſelf of Philadelphia this winter, 
if poſſible z and in truth .1 do not ſee. what is to prevent 
him, as ten days' more will put an end to the exiſtence of 
our army. That one great point .is to keep us as much 
haraſſed as poſkble, with a view to injure the recruiting 
ſervice and hinder a colleQtion of ttores and other neceſ- 
faries for the next campaign, I am as clear in, as I am of 
my exiſtence. If therefore, —[ wvhen] we have to provide 
n this ſhort interval, and make theſe great and arduous 
preparations, —every matter that in its nature is ſelf-evident 
s to be referred to Congrels at the diſtance of a hundred 
and thirty or forty miles, ſo much time muſt neceſſarily 
elapſe, as to defeat the end in view. 

It may be faid that this is an application for powers that 
are too dangerous to be entruſted, I can only add that 
deſperate diſeaſes require deſperate remedies ; and with 
truth declare that I have no luſt after power, but wiſh 
with as much feryency as any man upon this wide-extend- 
«| continent for an opportunity of turning the ſword into 
a ploughſhare. But my feelings, as an officer and a man, 
lave been ſuch as to force me to ſay that no perſon ever 
had a greater choice of difficulties to contend with than I 
have. It is needleſs to add that ſhort enliltments, and a 
miſtaken dependence upon militia, have been the origin of 


| our misfortunes and the great accumulation of our debt. 
We 
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We find, Sir, that the enemy are daily gathering ſtrength 
from the difaffe&ted. "This ſtrength, like a ſnow-ball, by 
rolling, will increaſe, unleſs ſome means ean- be deviſed ty 
' check effeftually the progreſs of the enemy's arms. Mi. 
litta may poſſibly do it for a little while : but in a little 
while alſo, the militia of thoſe States which have been fre. 
quently called upon will not turn out at all ; or, if they 
do, it will be with fo much reluQance and floth, as to 
amount to the ſame thing :—inſtance, New: Jerfey !—yit- 
neſs, Pennſylvania !—Could any thing but the river Delz- 
ware have feed Philadelphia ?—Can any thing (the exi- 
gency of the cafe indeed may juſtify it) be more deſtruc- 
tive tb the recruiting ſervice, than giving ten dollars bounty 
for fix weeks? ſervice of the militia, who come in, you 
canaot tell how,—go, you cannot tell when,—and ag, 
you cannot tell where, —conſume your proviſions, exhault 
your ſtores, and leave you at Jaſt at a critical moment ? 

"Theſe, Sir, are the men I am to depend upon ten days 
hence : this is the baſis on which your cauſe will and muſt 
forever depend, till you get a large ſtanding army ſufficient 
- of itſelf to oppoſe the enemy. 1 therefore beg leave to 
give it as my humble opinion, that eighty-eight battalions 
are by no means equal to the oppofition you are to make, 
and that a moment's time is not to be loſt in raiſing a great- 
er number,—not leſs, in my opinion and the opimon of 
- my officers, than a hundred and ten. It may be urged 
* that it will be found difficult enough to complete the firl 
- number. This may be true, and yet the officers of a hut- 
. dred and ten battalions will recruit many more men, than 
thoſe of eighty-eight. In my judgment this 1s not a time 
to ſtand upon expenſe : our funds are the only object of 
- conſideration. The State of New-York have added one 
| battalion (I wiſh they had made it two) to their quot 
If any good officers offer to raiſe men upon continental pi 
- and eſtabliſhment in this quarter, 1 ſhall encourage thn 
| to do fo, and regiment them when they have done 1t- 
Congreſs diſapprove of this proceeding, they will pleaſe to 
fionity it, as 1 mean it for the belt. 

It may be thought that I am going a good deal out : 
the line of my duty, to adopt thefe meaſures, or to adyu 
thus freely. A character to loſe,—an eſtate to rn 
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the ineſtimable bleſſings of liberty at ſtake, —and a life de- 
voted, —muſt be my excuſe. 

1 have heard nothing of the light-horſe from Virginia, 
nor the regiment from the Eaſtern-Shore. TI wiſh to know 
what troops are to'a&t-in the different departments, and- to 
have thoſe from the fouthward (deſigned for this place } 
| ordered on as faſt as they ſhall be raiſed, 'The route ſhould 
be pointed- out by which they are to march; aſhſtant-com- 
miſfaries and quarter-maſters upon- the communication, to 
ſupply their wants ;: the firſt or ſecond officer of each bat- 
talion to: forward them, and the other to come on, receive 
and form them at their place of deſtination. Unleſs this 
is immediately ſet about, the campaign, if it ſhould be cloſ- 
ed, will be opened 1n' the ſpring before we have any men 
in the field. 

Every exertion ſhould be uſed to procure tents: a 
clothier-general ſhould be appointed without loſs of time 
for ſupplying the army with every article in that way :—he 
ſhould be a man of buſineſs and abilities. A commiſfary” 
_ of priſoners muſt be appointed to attend the army :—for 
want of an officer of this kind, the exchange of priſoners 
has been condutted in a moſt ſhameful and injurious man- 
ner. We have had them from all quarters puſhed into 
our camps at the moſt critical junCtures, and without the 
leaſt previous notice, We have had them travelling through 
the different States in all direQions by certificates from 
committees, without any kind of control ; and have had 
 nitances of ſome going into the enemy's camp without my 
privity or knowledge, after paſſing in the manner before 
mentioned. There may be other officers neceſſary which 
1 do not recolle& at this time, and which, when thought 
of, muſt be provided : for this, Sir, you may rely on, that 
the commanding officer, under the preſent eſtabliſhment, is 
obliged to attend to the buſineſs of ſo many different de- 
partments, as to render it impoſſible to condut that of his 
own with the attention neceſſary ;—than which, nothing 
can be more injurious. | 

I a former letter, I intimated my opinion of the nece{- 
lity of having a brigadier for every three regiments, and a 
major-general to every three brigades, at moſt. I think 
no time 15 to be loſt in making the appointments, that the 
arrangements may be conſequent, 'This will not only aid 
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the recruiting ſervice, but will be the readieſt means of 
forming and diſciplining the army afterwards, which, in 
the ſhort time we have to do it, is of amazing conſequence, 
I have laboured, ever ſince I have been in the ſervice, to 
diſcourage all kinds of local attachments and diſtinQions of 
country, denominating the whole by the greater name cf 
* American :? but I found it impoſſible to overcome preju. 
dices ; and, under the new eſtabliſhment, I conceive it beſt 
to ſtir up an emulation ; in order to do which, would it 
not be better for each State to furniſh (though not to ay- 
point) their own brigadiers ?—This, it known to be pait 
of the eſtabliſhment, might prevent a good deal of conter- 
tion and jealouſy ; and would, I believe, be the means of 
promotions going forward with more fatisfaCtion, and quiet 
the higher officers. 

Whiltt I am ſpeaking of promotions, I cannot help giv- 
ing it as my opinion, that, if Congreſs think proper to con- 
firm what I have done with reſpe& to the corps of artille- 
ry, colonel] Knox (at preſent at the head of that depart- 
ment, but who, without promotion, will reſign) ought to 
be appointed to the command of it, with the rank and pay 
of brigadier. TI have alſo to mention, that, for want of 
ſome eſtabliſhment in the department of engineers agreea- 
ble to the plan laid before Congreſs in October laſt, colo- 
nel Putnam, who was at the head of it, has quitted, and 
taken a regiment in the State of Maſſachuſetts. I know 
of no other man tolerably well qualified for the conducung 
of that buſineſs. None of the French gentlemen whom | 
haye ſeen with appointments in that way appear to me t0 
know any thing of the matter. 'There is one in Philadc|- 
phia, who, I am told, is clever : but him I have never ſeen, 

I muſt alſo once more beg leaye to mention to Congreis 
the expediency of letting promotions be in a regimental 
line. The want of this has already driven ſome of the belt 
officers that were in your army, out of the ſervice. From 
repeated and ſtrift inquiry I am convinced you can adopt 
no mode of promotion that will be better received, or that 
will give more general ſatisfaction. I wiſh therefore t0 
have 1t announced. | 

The caſting of cannon is a matter that ought not to be 
one moment delayed : and therefore I ſhall ſend colone) 
Rnox to put this in a train, as alſo to haye a 
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rages and ſhot provided, —claboratories to- be eſta-liſh- 
ed, on2 in Hartford, and another in' York. Magazines 
of proviſions {hould alſo be laid in. Theſe I ſhall fix with 
the commiſſary. As our great lofs laſt year proceeded 
from a want of teams, I ſhall dire& the quarter-maſter-gen- 
eral to furniſh a certain number to each regiment-to anſwer 
the common FR_ecy thereof, that the army may be. ena- 
bled to remove from place to place differently from what 
we have done, or could do this campaign. Ammunition 
carts, and proper carts for intrenching tools, ſhould allo 
be provided, and I ſhall dire&t about them accordingly. 
Above all, a ſtore of ſmall arms ſhould be provided, or 
mea will be of little uſe. The conſumption and waſte of 
theſe, this year, has been great ;—militia, flying-camp men, 
&c. coming in without, were obliged to be furniſhed, or 
become uſeleſs. Many of theſe threw their arms away : 
ſome loſt them, whilſt others deſerted, and took them away. 
In a word, although I uſed every precaution to preſerve 
them, the loſs has been great : and this will forever be 
in caſe in ſuch a mixed and irregular army as ours has 
cen. 

If no part of the troops already embarked at New-York 
has appeared in Virginia, their deſtination doubtleſs mult 
be to ſome other quarter ; and that State muſt, I ſhould 
think, be freed from any invaſion, if general Howe can be 
eftefually oppoſed in this. I therefore incloſe a memo- 
randum, given me by brigadier Stephen of Virginia, which 
Congreſs will pleaſe to adopt in the whole,—in part, —or 
reject, —as may be conhitent with their plans and intelli- 
gence, 

The diviſion of the army, late under the command of 
general Lee, now general Sullivan, is juſt upon the point 
of Joining us. A ſtrange kind of fatality has attended it. 
They had orders on the ſeventeenth of November to join, 
now more than a month. General Gates, with four eaſt- 
ern regiments, 1s alſo near at hand : three others from 
thoſe States were coming on, by his order, by the way of 
PeckKill, and had joined general Heath whom I had or- 
dered on with Parſons's brigade, to join me, leaving Clin- 
t0n's brigade and ſome militia (that were at Forts Mont- 
zomery and Conſtitution) to guard thoſe important paſſes 
of the Highlands, But the convention of the State of 

| ie, New-York 
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New-York ſeeming to be much alarmed at Heath's coming 
away,—a fleet appearing off New-London,—and ſome part 
of the enemy's troops retiring towards Brunſwic,—induc. 
ed me to countermand the order for'the march of Parſong's 
brigade,and to direct the three regiments from Ticonderogs 
to halt at Morriſtown in- Jerfey (where I underſtand about 
eight hundred militia had colleted,)' in order to infyirit 
the inhabitants, and, as far as poſhble, cover that part of 
the country. I ſhall ſend* general Maxwell this day to 
take the command of them, and, if to be done, to haraf 
and annoy the enemy 11 their quarters, and cut off their 
convoys. | 

The care and vigilance, which were uſed in ſecuring 
the boats on this river, have hitherto baffled eyery attempt 
of the enemy to'crofs : but, from concurring: reports and 
appearances, they are waiting for ice to afford them a paſſage, 

vince writing the foregoing I have received a letter from 
governor Cooke of Rhode-Ifland, of which the incloſed is 
a copy. Previous to this, and immediately upon the firlt 
intelligence obtained of a fleet's going through the Sound, 
I diſpatched orders to generals Spencer and Arnold to 
proceed without the leaſt delay to the eaſtward. The 
firſt, TI preſume, is gone : the latter, not getting my letter 
till he came to a place called Eaſton, was, by advice of 
general Gates who aWo met my letter at the ſame place, 
induced to come on hither before he proceeded to the 
eaſtward. Moſt of our brigadiers are Jaid up : not one 
has come on with the diviſion under general Sullivan, but 
they are left fick at different places on the road. 

By accounts from the eaſtward, a large body of men 
had aſſembled in Rhode-1ſland from the States of Maſſs 
chuſetts and ConneCticut. I preſume (but I have no ad- 
vice of it) that the militia ordered from the firſt to ren- 
dezvous at Danbury (fix thouſand in number) under the 
command of major-general Lincoln, for fupplying the place 
of the diſbanded men of that State in the continental arm} 
will now be ordered to Rhode-Iſland. 

In ſpeaking of general Lincoln, I ſhould not do bun 
juſtice, were I not to add that he is a gentleman well wo 
thy of notice in the military line. He commanded tht 
militia from Maſſachuſetts laſt ſummer, or fall rather, a" 


much to my fatisfaQtion,—having proved himſelf on al 
occalions 
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occaſions an active, ſpirited, ſenſible man. T do not know 
whether it is his wiſh.to remain in the military line, or 
whether, if he- ſhould, any thing under. the rank he now 
holds in the State he comes from-would ſatisfy him. How 
far an appointment of this kind might offend the.continen- 
tal brigadiers, I cannot undertake to ſay : many there are, 
over whom he ought nat to be placed ; but I know. of no 
way to diſcriminate. Brigadier Read of New-Hampſhire 
| does not, I preſume, mean to. continue in ſervice : he 
ought not, —as I am. told, by the ſeverity of.the ſmall-pox, 
he is become both blind and deaf. | 

I have the honour to be, &c.. G. W. 


P.S. Generals Gates and Sullivan have this inſtant 
come in, By them- I leara that few or no men are 
recraited out of the regiments. coming on with them, and 
that there is very little reaſon to expe&' that theſe regi- 
ments will be prevailed upon to continue after their term of 
ſervice expires. If militia then do not come in, the conſe- 


quences are but too evident, 


STR, Camp above Trenton Falls, Decem. 24, 1776. 
THAT I ſhould dwell upon the ſfubje&t of our dif- 


treſfles, cannot be more d:i{agreeable to Congreſs than it is 
painful to myſelf. "The alarming fGituation- to which our 
' affairs are reduced impels me tothe meaſure. Inquiry 
and inveſtipation,—which im molt caſes ſerve to develop 
and point out a remedy, in ours, preſent more and greater 
dificulties. Till of late, I was led to hope from report 
tLat no inconf{iderable part of the troops, compoling the 
rcy1ments that were with general Lee, and thoſe from Ti- 
converoga under general Gates, had-enliſted again. This 
ntclligence, I confeſs, gave me reaſon to-expet that [ 
ſrould have, at the expiration of the preſent year, a force 
:0mewhat more reſpeable than what find will be the caſe. 
Hoving examined-into the ſtate of thoſe regiments, I am 
aunoriicd to fay from the information of their officers, that 
but very few of the men have enliſted. Thoſe who have are 
Ot th2 troops from 'I'iconderoga, and were permitted to vitit 
their friends and homes, as part of the terms on which 
they would re-engage. In reſpe& to thole who marched. 
| with 
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with general Lee, I cannot learn that any have. Their 
refuſal, I am told, has not proceeded more from an averſion 
to the ſervice, or any fixed determination not to engage 
again, than from their wiſhes to return home,—the nop- 
appointment of officers in ſome inſtances, —the turning out 
of good, and appointing of bad, in others, —and the incom- 
plete or rather no arrangement of them, —a work unhappi- 
ly committed to the management of their States : nor have 
| T the moſt diſtant profſpe& of retaining them a moment 
2 longer than the laſt of this inſtant, notwithſtanding the moſt 
|. prefiing ſolicitations and the obvious neceſſity for it. 
_ By the departure of theſe regiments I ſhall be left with 
2 five from Virginia, Smallwood's from Maryland, a ſmall 
8 part of Rawlirs's, Hand's fron: Pennſylvania, a part cf 
Ward's from Connecticut, and the German battalion, 
amounting in the whole at this time from fourteen to ff 
teen hundred effetive men. This bandful, and ſuch mili- 
tia as may chooſe to join: me, will then compoſe our army. 
When I refle& upon theſe things they fill me with much 
concern, knowing that general Howe has a number of 
troops cantonedin the towns bordering on and near the Del- 
aware,—his intentions being to paſs as ſoon as the ice is fuf- 
ficiently formed, to invade Pennſylvania and to poſſeſs him- 
ſelf of Philadelphia if poſhble. To guard againſt his de- 
{ignsand the execution of them, ſhall employ. my every 
exertion; but how is this to be done ? As yet but few 
militia have gone to Philadelphia, and they are to be our 
fapport at this alarming crifis. Had I entertained a doubt 
FM of general Howe's intentions to paſs the Delaware on the 
=. diſſolution of our army, and as ſoon as the ice is made, it 
Mt would now be done away. An intercepted letter from a 
i gentleman of Philadelphia (who has joined the enemy) to | 
"I his friend and partner in the city declares that to be their 
| deſign, —that the army would be there in ten or twenty 
days from the ſixteenth inſtant, the time of his writing, !! 
| the ice ſhould be made ;—adviſes him by no means to Tc 
1: Bu - move their ſtores, —that they would be fate; 
wa | The obſtacles which. have ariſen to the raiſing of the 
WH new army, from the mode of appointing the officers, - 
duce me to hope, if Congreſs reſolve on an additional num- 
ber of battalions to thoſe already voted, that they will de- 


vile ſome other rule by which the officers, eſpecially the 
held-officers, 
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$4d-officers, ſhould be appointed. In caſe an augmentation - 
hould be made to the eaſtern regiments, a deviation from 
the former mode-will operate more ſtrongly as to them 
than to other battalions, becauſe there have been many 
more officers in ſervice from thoſe States, than the regi- 
ments voted to be raiſed would admit of ; by which means 
ſereral deſerving men could not have been provided for, 
had the utmoſt pains been uſed for the purpoſe ; and many 
others of merit have been neglefed in the late appoint- 
ments, and thoſe of little worth and leſs experience put in 
their places or promoted over their heads. This has been 
the caſe with many of the beſt officers. 

The incloſed letter from the pay-maſter-general will 
ſhew the ſtate of the military cheſt, and the neceſhty of a 
large and immediate ſupply of caſh. The advances to the 
officers, for bounty and the recruiting ſervice, are great : 
beſides, the regiments, at the expiration of this month, 
will require pay of their claims. * * * 

I have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


P. S. If the public papers have been removed from 
Philadelphia, I hope thoſe which I ſent by lieutenant-col- 
one! Reed before we left New-York have not been forgot. 
It they have not, I beg the favour of you to break open 
the cheſt, and ſend me the ſeveral letter-books ſealed up, 
having frequent occaſion to refer to them. 


To Roxztxr Morkis, efquire, 


DTAR &IR, Flead- Duarters, Dec. 25, 1776. 


I HAVE your obliging favours of the twenty-firlt 
and twenty-third, The blankets are come to hand ; but 
1 would not have any of the other goods ſent on till you 
hear again from me. 

agree with you that it is in vain to ruminate upon, cr 
even reflect upon the authors or cauſes of, our preſent miſ- 
tortunes : we ſhould rather exert ourſelves, and look for- 
Ward with hopes that ſome lucky chance may yet turn up 
in our fayour. Bad as our proſpe&s are, I ſhould not have 
the leaſt doubt of ſucceſs in the end, did not the late treach- 
ery and defeRion of thoſe, who ſtood foremoſt in the op- 
poſition 
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poſition while fortune ſmiled upon us, make me fearful thax 
many more-will follow their example, who, by ufing their 
influence with ſome and working upon the fears of others, 
"may extend the circle ſo as to take-in whole towns, coun- 
ties, nay, provinces. Of this we have a recent inſtance ij 
Jerſey ; and I wiſh many parts-of Pennſylyania may not 
be ready to receive the yoke. 
'The Conley of the continental flips of war in Delaware 
is certainly a-capital object ; and yet to draught the many 
hands, neceſſary 'to'fit them out, from the militia, might be 
dangerous jult now ; perhaps in a little time hence their 
places may be ſupplied with country militia z and then, if 
the exigency of affairs requires it, they certainly ought to 
be ſpared. I will juſt hint to you -a propoſition that was 
made, or rather taſked of, a few -days ago by the officers 
of two New-England regrments whoſe time of ſervice will 
expire-on the firſt of . January. They are moſt of them 
water men : and they faid their 'men weuld willingly go 
on board the frigates, and navigate them round to any of 
the ports in New-England, if it wes thought they would-be 
{afer there than in Delaware. You may think of this, 
and Jet me hear from you on the ſubje&, if the propoſition 
pleaſes you. | | 
Lieutenant Boger of the navy is already gone in, and I 
have made a demand of lieutenant Joftah in exchange ; 
but I have not heard whether lord Howe accedes to'it. I 
will procure the releaſe of door Hodge as ſoon as it can 
be dore without injuring others by giving him the prefer- 
ence, iS I have always made it a rule te:demand thoſe firlt 


' who have been longeſt in captivity. - I will take the fame 


fteps in regard to Mr. Jones, commander of the ſloop ta- 
ken by the Andrew Dorie, CATS EE 
I ſhall take the earlieit opportunity of {ending 1n your 
letter to general Lee, with the bill drawn upon major Small, 
From an intercepted letter from a perſon in the ſecrcts 


of the enemy, 1 find their intentrons are to croſs Delaware 


©s ſoon as the ice is ſufficiently ſtrong. I mention this, 
that you may take the neceſſary ſteps for the ſecurity 

ſuch public and private property as ought not to fall into 
their hands ſhould they make themſelves maſters of Phil- 
adelphia, of which they do not ſeem to entertain the lea 
doubt, | 
I hope 


Oy 
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L hope the next - Chriſtmas will prove happier than the 
preſent, to you, and to, dear Sir, your ſincere friend and 
humble ſervant, _ F; > 5s WV 

P. S. I would juſt aſk whether you think Chriſtiana a 
ſafe place for our ſtores ? Do not you think they would 
be ſafer at Lancaſter, or ſomewhere more inland? - 


FIR, "obs Head-D uarters, Morriflown, Dec.-27, 1776. 

I HAVE the pleaſure of congratulating you upon 
the ſucceſs of an enterpriſe which I had formed againſt a 
detachment of the enemy lying in Trenton, and which was 
executed yeſterday. morning. . 

The evening of the twenty-fifth I' ordered the troops n- 
tended for this ſervice to- parade back of M*Konkey's fer- 
ry, that they might begin to paſs as ſoon as it grew dark, 
imagining we ſhould be-able to throw them all over, with 
the neceſſary artillery, by twelve o'clock, and that we 
might eaſily arrive at Trenton: by five. in: the morning, the 
diſtance being about nine miles. But the quantity .of ice, 
made that night, impeded the paſſage of the boats ſo much, 
that it was three- o'clock before the artillery could all be 
got over ; and.near four, before the troops-took up their 
line of march. 5 37 i | 

This made me defpair of ſurpriſing the town, as I well 
knew we could not reach it before the day was fairly broke. 
But as I was certain there was no making a retreat with- 
out being diſcovered, and harafſed on re-paſling the river, I 
determined to puſh on- at all events. I formed my de- 
tachment into two diviſions, one to march by the lower or 
river road, the other by the upper or. Pennington road. 
As the diviſions had nearly the ſame diſtance to march, I 
ordered each: of them, immediately upon forcing the out- 
guards, to puſh direQly into the town, that they might 
charge the enemy before they had time to form. 

The upper diviſion arrived at the enemy's advanced poſt 
exactly at eight o'clock : and in three minutes after, 1 
found, from the fire on the lower road, that that diviſion 
had alſo got up. The out-guards made but ſmall oppoſi- 
- a5 for their numbers, they behaved very well, 
_ up a conſtant retreating fire from behind houſes. 

OL, i | E e SIE We 
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We preſently ſaw their main body formed : but, front their 


motions, they ſeemed undetermined how to a&. 

Being hard prefſed by our troops, 1-ho had already pot 
poſſeſſion of their artilfety, they attempted to file off by a 
road on their right, leading to Princeton. But, perceiving 
their intention, I threw a body of troops in theit way ; 
which immediately checked them. Finding from our dil. 
poſition that they were ſurrounded, and that they muſt 
inevitably be cut to pieces if they made any further reſilt- 
ance, they agreed to lay down their arms. The number 
that ſubmitted in this manner was twebty-three officers 
and Cight hundred and eighty-fix men.. Colonel Rahl the 
commanding officer, and ſeven others, were found wound- 
ed in the town. I do not exaQtly know how many they 
had killed ; but 1 fancy hot above twenty or thirty, as 
they never made any regular ſtand. Our loſs is very 
trifling indeed, —ovly two officers ahd one. or two privates 
wourded, | | 

I find that the detachmient of the enemy conſiſted of the 
three Heſſian regiments of Lanſpach, Kniphauſen, and 
Rahl, amoutniting to about fifteen hundfed then, and a trovþ 
of Britiſh light horſe : but, immediately upon the begit- 
ning of the attack, Mil thoſe who- were not killed or taken 
puſhed direaly down the road towards Bordentown. 
"Theſe would likewiſe have fallen into our hands, could ny 
plan have been completely carried into execution. Gen- 
eral Ewing was to haye croſſed before day at Trenton fer- 
ry, and taken poſſeſſion of the bridge leading viit of towd: 
| but the quantity of ice was fo great, that, though he did 

every thing in his gt to effe& it, he could not get over. 

This difficulty alſo hindered general Cadwallader from 
croſling with the Pennſylvania militia from Briſtol. 
got part of his foot over : bit finding it impoſſible to em- 
bark his artillery, he was obliged to deſiſt. 

I am fully confident, that, could the troops under gen 
erals Ewing and Cadwallader have paffed the river, 1 ſhould 
have been able with their aſſiſtahce to have driven the ene- 
my from all their poſts below 'Trenton. But the numbers 
I had with mie being inferior to theirs below the, and ® 
ſtrong battalion of light infantry being at Princeton aboſe 
me, I thought it moſk prudent to return the lame —_ 
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with the priſoners and the attillery we had taken. We- 
found no ſtores of any conlequence in the town. 

In juſtice to the officers and rmen, I muſt add that their - 
behaviour upon this: occaffon refleQs the higheſt Honour - 
upon them. The difficulty of paſſing the. river in a very '- 
ſevere night, and their march through a vrolent ſtorm of - 
fn5w and hail, 4id not in thetealt abate therr*ardour : but, . 
when they came to the charge, each ſeemed to vie with- 
the other th-prefling forward :- and were I to give a pravtt- 
ence to any particular corps, I ſhould do great injuffice to. 
the others. Ne b <4 

Colonel Baylor, my firſt aide-de-camp, will have the- 
honour of delivering this to you ; and from him you 'may 
be made acquainted with many other. particulars. His 
firited behaviour upon-every occafion -requires' ine to rec- 


ommend him to your particular notice. 
I have the Honour to be, &c. G. W.. 
Incloſed you have a particular liſt of the priſoners, artil-- 
fery and other ſtores. * - ) 


| nrcidtrorttumans ' -- 


on, Nerotvevn, Dacewber 29, 1596. - 
| I AM juſt ſetting oat to attempt a Tecond- paſſage 
FW fer the Delaware with the troops that were with me on 
- W tbe morning of the twenty-fixth. T am-determimed to ef. 
e@ it if poſſible ; but know that it will'be atrended with: 
much fatigue and difficulty on account of the ice, which 
i WW vill neither allow us to croſs on foot, nor give us an eaſy 
«Wl Paſſage with boats. General CadwaHader croffed from 
n WO Briſtol on the twenty-feventh, and by his letter of yeſter- 
ci Gay was at Bardentown with about eighteen-hundred mth. 
1- MW in addition to theſe, general Mifflin fent over five hutidred” 
from Philadelphia on Friday, three hundred: yeſterday 
i- W fvening from Burlington, and will follow to-day with feven: 
id i Tr eight hundred more. I have taken every precaution in: 
e- Wy power for ſubſiſting the troops, and ſhall, without loſs 
is I © time, and as foon as circumſtances will adit of it, pur- 
ae the enemy in their retreat,—try to beat up more of 
their quarters, and, in a word, in every inſtance, adopt 
uch meaſures as the exigency of our affairs requires, and 
our ſituation will juſtify. 
Had 
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- Had it not been for the unhappy failure of generals Ey. 
ing and Cadwallader in their attempts to paſs on the night 
. of the twenty-fifth,—and if the ſeveral concerted attacks 
could have-been made, —1TI have no doubt but that our views 
would have ſucceeded to our warmeſt expeations. What 
was done occal:oned the enemy; to kave their ſeveral poſts 
_ on the Delaware with-great precipitation: The peculiar 
\diſtreſſes-to which: the-troops who were with me were re- 
duced by the ſeverities of cold, rain, ſnow, and ſtorm, — 
.the charge of. the-priſoners they had taken, —and another 
reaſon that might be mentioned, —aad the little. proſpe&. 
.of receiving ſuccours on acconnt of .. the ſeaſon and fitua- 
- tion of the-river,—would not authoriſe a further-purſuit x 
that time. _ ph Sg ER | 
' Since.tranſ{mitting the liſt of priſoners, a few mort have 
been diſcovered and. taken in: Trenton, —among them a 
Heutenant-colonel, and a. deputy-adjutant-general,—the 
whole amounting to about a Bad AP = 
* * TI have been; honoured” with your letter of the twenty- 
third and. its- ſeveral incloſures, to'which I ſhall pay due 
attention: A. flag goes-4n this morning with a letter to 
general Howe, and another to general Lee. For the at- 
ter, Robert Morris, eſquire, has tranſmitted a bill of ex- 
_change, drawn by two- Britiſh. officers, for -a-hundred and 
fixteen-pounds nine ſhillings and three pence, on major 
Small, for money furniſhed them in South-Carolina, which 
I truſt will be paid. This ſupply is excluſive of the ſum 
you have reſolved to be ſent him, and which Mr. Morris 
will procure in time. 


I have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


P. S. Fam under great apprehenſions about obtaining 
. proper ſupplies of proviſion for our troops : I fear it will 
be extremely difficult, if not impraQticable, as the enemy, 
from every account, have taken and colle&ed eyery thung 
they, could find. 


END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 
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